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\ Nature, 
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To his GRACE, 


| Chriſtopher 


Lord Duke of Albemarle, c.Lord- 
Lieutenant of the Counties of De- 
von, and Eflex, Gentleman of His 
Majeſties Bed-Chamber, one of His 

- Majeſties moſt Honourable Prrvy 
Council, and Knight of the moſt 
Noble Order of the Garter, &c. 


My Lord, 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 


5 Dare not call this Addreſs Preſum- 
| 


ption, the uſual Complement Men 
g1veto Perſons of Honour in Dedi- 
cations of Books, but Duty,and'the 
greateſt Service, I can pay you. It's the 
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cauſe of God,and the: cauſe of Mens im- 
mortal Souls, am dctending in this Trea- 
riſe,a SuabjeEtwhich claims atrention from| 
all degrees of Men,and wherein the moſt 
puiſlant Prince 1s as much concern'd, as 
the meaneſt Vaſlal. It is a future Eſtate, 
and what becomes of Men, when thar 
Bodies do drop from them, and what 
- they nwiſtdo to/inherit that Ecernal Glo. 
.ry,yhicha merciful God hathbeen plea- 
ſed topromuſe them, that Tintend to ſpeak 
to ; and if there be ſuch a thing, as a re- 
tribution after death,and our Souls, when 
they leave their earthly Tabernacles mult 
come to an after-reckoning, and appeat 
before the dreadful Tribunal .of a juſt 
and infinite Majeſty, certainly that Man 
1s unjuft to himſelt, and an Enemy to 
his own preſervation, that dares negleQ 
his preparation for that-great; and "tre: 
mendous Azdit } and prefers-not Med 
tation. on that laſt account, before all the 
ſenſual enjoyments of this-World. 


M 
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My Lord, We arc fall'n into an Age, 
wherein ſome few daring\/Mcn-(:mdced 
their number 1s inconfiderable, compared 
with the more ſober part of :Mankmd;) 
have preſumed to mock at apumſhment 
after Death, and term'd that'a Bugbear, 
derived from the Tales of Prieſts, and 
the melancholy of contemplaniyer Men, 


which the wiſer World heretofore was 


afraid to entertain, butwithymoſt ſerious 
reflections. When the ripeſt and moſt 
fubact Judgments, for almoſt fix thouſand 
years together, by the inſtinct of Nature, 
and Conſcience, have behiev'd a future 
Retribution ; 1t's pretty to ſee a few raw 
Youths, who have drown'd their Reaſon 
in Senſualiry, and ſcarcely ever perus'd 
any Books, but Romances, /and the la- 
{crvious Rhapſodies of Poets; aflume to 
themſelves a power to: controul the uni- 
verſal Senſe- and Conſent of Mankind ; 
think themſelves wiſer than all the grave 
Sages,that have liv'd before: theme; and 
break* Jefts' in their Riots:, and . De- 
Aa baucherics 
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baucheries, upon that, which not only. 


Chriſtians but Jews, Mahometans, and 
Heathens, the ſubtileſt, and moſt know- 
| 1ng of them, haye ever ſince we have 
any Recordor Hiſtory of ther Actions, 
and Relief, proteſs'd, and cembrac'd with 
all imaginable Reyexcncc. 


And, are not things come to a fine | 
paſs, My Lord, when Chriſttanity, the 
cleareſt Reyelationthat was ever vouch-" 
ſated ro Men, hath been recciy'd, con- 
firm'd and approv'd of in the World, 
above Sixteen hundred years; and the 
greateſt Philoſophers, in many ot thoſe 
Countries, where 1t hath taken Roor, 
have not dared to doubr of the truth of 
It,the convincing power that came along 
with 1t, proclaiming its Divinity, and 
Majeſty ; that theſe bold Attentates 
ſhould'now begin to arraign ts Autho; 
rity, and put us upon proving the firſt 
Principles of it, as if the World were 
xcturn'd to irs former Barbariſm, and 
Wy 
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' we had once more to do with Infidels, 
45 if Men had diveſted themſelyes of 
Humanity, put on the nature of Beaſts, 
and were ſent into the World to un- 
derſtand no more, bur the matter and 
motion of the Malmsbury Philoſophy. 


I confeſs I have ſometimes blamed my 
my ſelf for accuſigg theſe Libertines of 
Atheiſm, when I have underſtood what 
mortal Enemies they were to Lying and 
Nonſence ; for how ſhould not they be- 
lieve a God that cannot ſpeak a Sen- 
rence, but muſt Swear by him ; or the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, that put 
ſorcmarkablean Emphaſis upon's wounds 
and Blood ; or another World , that 
do ſo often imprecate Damnation to 
themſelves ; or the Being of a Devil, 
who do-not ſeldom wiſh, he may con- 
| found them 7 Would not any Man con- 
clude, That Perſons who do ſo exclaim 
againſt every miſtaken and nuſplaced 
word, and are ſuch perfe&t Maſters of 
Senſe, 
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Senſe, and value themſclves ſo. much 
upon their Veracity, muſt nceds beheve 
the exiſtence of thoſe things, they make 
uſe of in their .1ngenious, Oaths and 
Curſes, the :Pompous _ Ornaments , 
which in this Licentious. Age ſet . off 
the Glory, Wit, and Gallaniry of ſuch 
accompliſh'd Pretenders 2 : But though 
we-mult not bc. ſo unmannerly, as to 
accuſe theſe Wits ofS contradictions in 
their. Diſcourſes, yet any Man , that 
doth not. love; Darkneſs. better than 
Light, may; ſoon, perceive how faulty 
this . way. theſe Scepticks are ,, there 
being nothing more . common ' with 
them, than to fauile at the Notion of 
that God, by whom . they Swore juſt 
before; and. ; to... raile that day of 
Judgment , which they ſeem'd; to ac- 
knowledge in their abſurd ' wiſhes and 
IMprecations. 


rr. II 
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Some have I known; who, in! a'fe- 
rious Fit, have'been pleasd :to tell'me, 
chat/if they: could: be: ſure," there: was 
another World, and arRetnbution” for 


Good andEvit, none ſhould exceed * 
themin ſtrictneſs of Converſation, and - 
exact. Pietycof Lite; and Iam for cha- = 
ritable ro belicvc.,:'1rhar! theſe 71peak | 
the Senſe: of moſt »)of the reſt; andithac | 


the imagmary; want of certainty-in this 
dubious Point, diverts:them: fronzven- 


turing on [that Innocence: and: Puricy, 


whuch was'the: Glory'of the Primucve 
Chriſtans.:: But: mayit''not'be! requt- 


ſite-to' enquire, whether theſe [Doubr- 
crs; have ever taken the right way: to 
be: ſatisfied 2 If one "that , had »never 
hcard of (ſuchia City as : Exeter, ſhould 


'be told, that/a Friend of his, lately de- 


ceaſed there, - had left! -him*a Thoufand 
Pounds ;.'ant he ſhould: reply, Thar if 


he were certain there were ſuch a Ci- 


#; he would repair thither, and yet 


would 


% 
+ 
we 

o 


a 
[4 
Fx 
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would not enquire of thoſe that are 
able to inform him ; nught 1t not be 
preſumed thatſuch an one hadno mind 
ro. be ſatished ? And I durſt appeal 
to the Conſciences of theſe Men, that 
doubt of an after-retribution, whether 
they did ever ſincerely and imparti- 
ally defire, or endeavour to be fatisficd 
about it? Did they ever do, what 
every rational Man ought to do, that 
1s willing -to be aſcertained of the 
Truth of a common report ? Did they 
ever put themſelves to halfe that trou- 
ble, to be convinced of the certainty 
of a future Judgment, that they pur 
themſelves to; when they would know, 
whether the Title of the Eſtate, they 
would buy, be:good or no ? Do not 
they drudge from Lawyer to Lawyer, 
to adviſe about the Evidences that 
relate to it ? And by this we gueſs, that 
they are willing to be ſatisfied. 


To . 


LEES i. ee nm 
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To ſcoff 'at a Motion of weight 
and moment before ' cxatmmation, 18.4 
grcat ſign of "Indiſcrction and' Folly 
in thoſe that do it, whilft the prudent 
Man, that defires ro know the "Truth 
of it, enquires what Solidity there4sn 
it, whether any Wiſe Mer were eyerf 
that Opinion, what Reaſon they had 
to think ſo, and what enticed, 'or m6- 
ved them to embrace it? 'He is fo'far 
from exclaiming againſt it, at the firſt 
hearing,or arraigning thoſe that recave 
It, as too. facile and credulous ,' that 
hell confulr with Men, whom he 
may rationally ſuppoſe, to be ar leaſt 
as Wiſe and Learned as himſelf, and 
ſee what Arguments they can allege 
for 1t, and whether thoſe Arguments 
be ſatisfactory , 'or no ; nor would I 
require more pains or induſtry in the 
caſe in queſtion, than ſuch an applicati- 
on.of Prudence, to be farisfied in the 
truth of a future ſtate; and he that 
would 
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would thus proceed, mult be ſtrangely 
ſtupid, at he be, not: convinced of the-ve- 
rity, and rationality of ut. . . ; 
Bur when x = ak of cnc uiring. into ; 
the /Truch _ N ofon ctoxe us, 1,do- 
notmean aſlight, or ſuperhic al ſur Urvey of. 
it, nota any of Concep DS! like 
Lightning .(t9 ule i Be c Flies 
Hy og born;b HE Arey ſcrious y £4: ing and. 
pondering 4 che.r Matter; for it ola 9 
aſftrange cttect of Arrogance, and SU 
conceitednels; tro.undertake at Felt fel leh, 
"Te comprehend, and refute all the” Ca 
ſons of a Poine, - wherein, very wiſe Nees 
have. cm ploy'd thc contemplation ; id 
ftudy.of: many hours. In all diſpurcs there 
are. Topicks;of Brcatcr Qr Ic ho weight, 
and'if ſome of theſe pregnant Wis find 
them(clvcsable: co retel forme of the yeak: 
ct /Axguments, 1t's ill Logick to wter, 
that therefore they can'as cafily anſwer 
the ftrongelt,and moſt poriderous : "And 
Ver this. 1s = _ uſual method, where- 
by theſe vain Men diſcpline themſelves 
| into 
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into Unbeliet ; chey are careful to-pick 
out ſuch additional proofs, which Men 
of Reaſon ſtperadd to their weightieſt 
Obſervations,and thefe they rakethe bold 
nieſs ro cavit ae, whilft they avoid thoſe 
more material evidences,” which would 
ſtagger therr Underſtandings, and write 
a Mene Mene Tekel Upharſm-uponitheir 
Luſts and Paſſions ; which careleſs diſpo- 
ſition I can aſcribe rohottifng ſo much, 
as want of CONSIDERATION. 
And indeed it's .lamentable to ſee Men, 
endued with Reaſon, ſink ſo much be- 
neath.1it, and. live the reverſe of thoſe 
Principles, which the Supreme Architect 
of Heaven and Earth hath Engraven on 
their Confcrefites.”* ** 
To reduce ſuch,and other ſinful Men, 
to a ſerious Conſideration of their Spiri- 
tual Concerns, 1s the chict defign of this 
Work, and all I ſhall requeſt of Your 
Grace, 1s, that'youwilFbe pleaſed to per- 
uſeit fometimes at your hours of leiſurc; 
not that I pretend to haye writ more, or 


better 
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better on thus Subject, than far more * 
Learned Authors have done'beſore' me ; 
but as the Mighty Artaxerxes accepted 
of.a Cup of Water from the hand of a 
Peaſant; ſo Your Grace will let the World 
ſee, how great a Maſter you are in the 
Art of Condeſcenſion,by cauntenancing 
the-poor Preſent of, 


My Loxv, 


Tour Graces 


Moft Faithful, and moſt Obedient 


Servant, and Chaplain, 


ANTarONY Hoxxxcr- 


| T-H/E 


PREFACE: 
wo ” ;% 
ILL 1132413 11.94 7 UOJ3 373 > 4 

He great Foes of Religion which have; 
'$/in/all Ages, oppog#d its progreſs, and un- 
dermin'd irs Glory, "are Hypoctifie' and Pros 
phanenels. Between - theſe two/ PFhieves the 
Fewel hangs, as its Grear Maſter on/the Crols; 
and they both revile:it, the: one under the /chas 
racer of a Familiar Friend, the: other: under that 
of an .open- Enemy: | Which of thefe-doths:the 
greateſt /harm, is ſomething difficult to derers 
mine. Hypocriſie commonly uſhers in Pros 
phaneneſs,and,' as a Lad thruſt» ini ara Window, 
opens -zhe door to''the greater Monſter ; for 
there-is! nothing more common. /than for Men, 
who are'not very diſcerning, to contemn all 
Piety ,//when they. - fee _ the blackeft | crimes 

ofcuhed under that ſilken: Manrle, : and Men 
withche -Zemple of the: Lord in their: mouths, -a- 
buſe both- the Temple; and-the God that dwells 
10 it. People: whoſe underſtandings are weak; 
obſetving Men to-carry:. Daggers under theid-Bt- 
bles; and;to make; uſe! of rhe nobleſt-! means: for 
the worlt and baſeſt ends; ;are-apr'tothink;; they 
may with authority laugh atallchar's, Sacred;and 
Jancy they :ate exculcd trom all Devotion, whe 
FH; B _ they 
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they find the greateſt pretenders make it only a | 
trick to cheat the World. Whether that pro- | 


phaneneſs which hath {rþo';much of lare in- 
croach'd upon this Weſtern World, do not owe 
its original to ſuch Religious pretences of Men, 
who, under the name of Juſtice and-SanRtity, 
have dared.to do- that which Heathens woul 
have trembled ar, I leave to wiſer Men than my 
ſelf to judge: | 

Only I-cannot bur rake notice of a ſtrange ef 
fe which-our Sermons have accidentally,as the 
Sun doth Snakes and Serpents,when ſhining upon 
unclean Dunghils, produced in the Lives of too 


many, of whom we might juſtly have expeQed | 
better returns in Religion ; for while we have | 


been diſcouraging them. from ZHpocrifte, they 
have run out into Debauchery ; and while we 
have endeavour'd to clearour Church from ſuch 


as have but z form of Godlineſs, they have made !' 
our . attempt an / opportunity to indulge them» 
{elves in their Luſts, and thought that the way | 
to approve themſelves 'true Members of our | 
Church, was to Drink, Swear, and be Lewd, and | 


ro commit thoſe ſins openly,which the other may 


be,did in ſecret; Excellent Sons of the Church! | 


that, Viper-like, tear up her Bowels, and by 


a kind of gallantry, ferch'd from Hell, rail at | 
their Mother ' more than Shimei did at David. | 
I may be bold roaffirm,Thar there is no Church }! 
this day in all the Chriſtian World, that in her | 
Doctrine doth either encourage real goodneſs | 


more, or ſtrives more to keep the balance even, | 
that |: 
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| that God may have the things which ave God's, 
| and Manthe things which are Mar's,chatiThat we 
livein: Yet to our Sortow we find, that while 
| wehave given People leave to laugh art Religious 
| diſſimulations,they have laugh'd rhemſelves into 
| Licentiouſneſs; and while they have taken liberty 
| tocavilatafalſeReligion,they have ar laſt learn'd 
| to be averſe from all that looks like Holineſs.This 
| hath made me ſometime admire what theſe men 
| do with their Reaſon, and that they do not pre- 
| ſently forſwear buying any more Pearls, becauſe 
{ome there are, thar ſell counterfeir ones for true z 
| Strange / They ſhould,rto avoid one extreme, run 
! into another; and to ſhun deceptions in Religion, 
| run as far from it,as the Devil can miſlead them < 
How ſoon might the folly of both extreams be 
| diſcover'd, if Men were bur willing to think more 
| than they do! But while they go on in a road 
; of a few outward Duties, and conſider nor, 
| how unworthy of thar Church and Goſpel they 
| live, whoſe Friends they profeſs themſelves ro 
| be, no marvel if they fright Men away from 
| our Aſſemblies, and bring darkneſs upon all the 

| Land of Goſhey. 
{ Thejuſt indignation I have taken at the in- 
_ | juries our Church ſuffers from theſe ſcandalous 
| Men, hath been parrly the occaſion of this Trea- 
 } Liſe. For I ſee Mens Cures lie within their own 
' | Brealts, and thar fo many are ſick unto death, 
' | and ready to periſh, the reaſon is, becauſe they 
' | will not reflect, what unreaſonable Men they 
| | Are; nor repreſent to themſelyes the wrong they 
| B 2 do 
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do to their Souls by a lively conſideration, as} 


will evidently appear in. the enſuing. Diſcourſe, 

k confeſs, divers accompliſhments, which ren- 
der a Book acceptable to curious Palates, ſuch 
as Rhetorick, Elegancy of Style, Fancy, 
Wit, and- frequent anions of. Authors, &+ 
will be found wanting , here ; but, as I profeſs; 
no skill that way, ſo my deſign was not fo much 
to fill Mens Heads with Notions, as their Hearts 
with Fire. It was to engage the!ignorant and! 
carele(s,' to-.a diligent 1mprovement- of their} 
Reaſon; And if what. I have ſaid, can- prevail 
widh thoſe that have liyed like Beaſts, to reco-| 
ver themſelves into Men again ; I both under-! 
value the little cenſures of ſupercilious Men, 
and content my ſelf with that Succeſs. We caty 
not all ſhine as Stars of the firſt - Magnitude in 
the wide Firmamenr of the Church ;. thoſe that! 
cannot, muſt give ſuch light as they are able 
to diſpenſe; 1 envy,not our Eagles | in Divini-| 
ty, that they ſee far more than- 1,; but thank! 
God I ſee ſo much; and while the greater} 
Sages: offer Gold, and Myrrh, and -. Frapkincenſe,! 
I am happy enough, if 1 may be. allowed to! 
bring Goats Hair , aud Badgers Skins, towards! 
the accompliſhment of the Tabernacle. A 
critical Eye may ſpie faults in this Free-will! 
oftering, and 1 do not wonder at it ; for my! 
duller fight, now I have done, diſcovers more! 


than I wiſh there were in't. But my. Diſcourſe is] 


fitted tomy end. Doing good is my intent; If 1! 
ſucceed nor, it's no more then what greater Men 
have failed of. Forewel, | The | 


4 
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| The Contents of the Chapters 
i - contained in this "Treatiſe." 
Y a a 4.4 

d | | 

r | | 

[| CHAP. LL 

| FI E Nature of our $ rls.” The Eternal State 
| they are defign'd for The means God hath 
J | made aſe of , 70 fit» for Everlaſting Bliſs." 
tf Al. theſes" means ineffectual without .confiderati- 
J 0h, ' d, _ 

7 


7 \s*) WORM ÞrAS Ew 

yp} Confideration:, - no\ tranfitory \'wiew » of «Spiritual 
; Things , imports laying. the FT-art. avd Mind 
cloſe * into. | Spiritual Concerns 3 reſembles "Mag- 
|| 7fying.: Glaſſes, which diſcover. things» imper- 
1 ceptible by the naked\'Eye. © The" greatsdngredi- 
of ents-of. it, Self- Examination , -F;xpuſt ulation , 
] and ſtrons; Reſolution," * \ 8-4 
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THE CONTENTS 


CHAP. III. 


i 
l 
l 


| 


The abſolute neceſſity of Conſideration, in order to | 


4 ſerious Life, God's frequent commands to | 


that purpoſe. Our Reaſon and the Power | 
Conſideration we are furn y_ d or endud wit 
prov'd to be given us for 

Men have cauſe to ſuſpect that their Reformation 
#5 counterfeit. 


CHAP. Iy. 


Of the warious Impediments ang Remora's of Coth | 
 fideration. Men fancy greater difficulty in't 
than there is indeed. Are continually empl "1 

about ſenſual Objeits. Loth to part with their 


fing their nnlawful 


is end. Without it | 


| 


fins. | Ignorant " the þ ft of Conftderation, | 


Refie# upon the > ger 0 
garn. Few they 

go diftratted ng: fo. LE eriouſneſs... Are of | 
nil that Converſation in a Senſe the Scriy: | 
 Fure ſpeaks ' of it, is needleſs. Miſtake the 4 | 

ture of Con ago Are diſcouraged by evil 
company. Net conſu _ as Maniſters | 
about this , neceſſary Work. Deluds themſelves | 


with the Notion of Chriſt's dying for the ji | 
of the Warld, 4 j Ing Ie 


CHAP. V.| 


into Melancholy, or | 
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CHWP, V." 


Of the various miſchieſs. ariſing from neglett of 
4 1 ] it 


Conſideration. The want of it provd to be the 


Canſe 0 moſt Sin Some nſtantes are given 
in Us, Cbduf, Ae 9 Pride, Care- 
leſne(s in God's Service , Luke-warmneſs, Cer 


. Yetayſneſs, $6... 
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Of the warious advantages of ſerious Confideratis 


on ; it's that, which makes a Man Maſter of all 
Chriſtian Duties ; it helps a Man to improve 
ſublunary Objetts into Fieavenly Contemplations, 
It's the greateſt ſupport under afflietions ; diſe 
poſes a Man to be a worthy Receiver of the 
Lord's Supper :_ Prepares hims for an Angelical 
Life on Earth ; makes him prudent and diſcreet 
jn Secular Affairs and Buſineſſes, 


CHAP, VII, 


A. pathetical Exhortation to Men, who axe yet 


ſtrangers to a ſerious, religious Life, to confider 
their ways z the wilfulneſs of their neglect, how 
dangerous it is ; Flow inexcuſable they are, how 


4 inhuman 


The CONTPBN'TS.: 
inhuman to God, and their owu Souls; Flow 
reaſonable God's Requeſts; are,) and how juſtly 
God may turn that power of Confideration he 
hath given them, into blindueſs and hardneſs of 

Heart, ſince they make ſo'ill an uſe of it,” | 


CHAP.. VIII. 


Of Retirement and Prayer, the two great. helps to 
to Conſideration. Retirement proved to be neceſſary 
to make Conſideration of our Spiritual ſlate more 
quick and lively. Prayer calls in the aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit, and renders the work effectual. 
A Form of Prayer to be uſed upon this occaſion, 
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Nature, Uſcfulneſs, and "Neceſſity of 
1t,- an order to.a Scrious Life. | Bin 
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CHAP. 1. 


The Nature of: our + Souls: The Eternal: State 't 
are defuen'd for. | The Means God: hath maae: 
uſe, of: 'to | fit Mew far everlaſting Bliſs. All 
theſe: Means ineffetual without Canfiaaration, ' 


DIR AN 7 HAT. we.are deſig nd 
—% EV) Y= < : for Noblerlmployments, 
OB /-than Earti Drink-' 

ZZ ing, and:vlceping, and: 

W=<2 -. Playing, and following 
< Trades and. Buſi- 
EIS Our 1 
+ We gs Ea ON g.:.ncſles.in this-World; (an 
DAY happineſs which Beaſts 
arrive to as well as we) 
the great Souls we carry in our Brealts,..do evi- 
dently demonſtrate. Theſe being capable. of 
knowing God, of delighting in him,” and con» 
verling with him for eveT; We may rationally 
{uppole 
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ſuppoſe, That thoſe, who ſuffer the Profits and 
Pleaſures of this preſent Workd, to engrofs their 
Aﬀections , go altray and err from the great 
End of their Creation.. ': « 

While the Arheiſts laugh at the Immortality 
of his Soul,and the Prophang ſells his better part 
to the Devil; the Religious, who will prove the 
only wiſe, Man/in the end; .and” who; hath. none 
of thoſe clouds and miſts; the other are*tronbled 
with, before his*eyes, fees/ clearly what ac Frea- 
ſure the bountiful hand of Heayen hath beſtow'd 
on him,in ſhedding abroad ſo excellenc, ſo Ange- 
lical a Being in hisBody,d Sul that can build her 
Neſt among the Stars of Heaven, walk through 
yonder Manſions, and taſte'of the Rivers which 
make glad the Ciry of God ; -z Soul which'can 
wing her {elf above the 'Qlouds, and ſurvey-rhe 
Crowns and Scepters laid up for thofe thar, dare 
deſpiſe the World, and have their converſation 
in Heaven; :aSoul which can/ live in Paradiſe, 
while the Body is it trouble, and-rejoyce in' 
him, who is Ali'in All, while'the fierce Winds 
arewhiſtling abour her ears. AE: 

The vaſt reach:of theſe Souls, we have, for 
they cat comprehend whole Worlds, and dive 
into the Cauſes, 'Ends, 'and Deſigns of ' things, 
and in a moment fly from one-end of the-Earth \ 
unto "the-other, «their fixnels to receive Divine 
Hlumination, their ſtrong.defires after - Immor- 
rality, their {cect aCtings without the: help - of 
a Body, their hopes of 'Hedven, their fears of 
Hell, their capacity of ſeeing [things to panes 
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their abiliry ro live above, their ſublime Nature, 
their ating like Angels, their reflex Ads, their 
immareriality, the Addreſſes 'God makes to 
them; the threatnings and promiſes of the-/Go- 
ſpel, the Devil's bufie endeavours to undermine 
them, the preſages they have, the joy they feel, 
the torments of Conſcience they endure'fome- 
times; all proclaim the cerrainry' of an ' Eternal 
State or Condition rhey are intended for. | 
-../ This Eternal Stare imprinted on'our Natures, 
diſcoverd to the' Gentiles, proclaim'd by- the 
Son of God, preach'd by Angels, confirmd by 
Apoſtles, reveal'd to Chriſtians, 'believ'd in the 
World, as it relates cirher'to -Bliſs/ or Miſery, to 
Joy or Torment, to Honour 'or- Diſhonour'; So 
how ta enjoy the one, and avoid rhe other, muſt 
in all probability, be the great object which God 
deſign'd Mens Souls ſhould be chiefly cmploy'd 
abour. ( 003 
For as there cannor be a thing of greater mo- 
ment than Erernity ; fo he muſt be a Sor or'a 
Beaſt, that can imagine, - thar God, who-'ever 
intends the nobleſt Creatures for the 'nobleſt 
Ends, will give Men leave to buſic themſelves 
abour picking of Straws, and pleaſing a few fen- 
{ual Luſts, when he hath given them Souls ca» 
poble, not only of labouring and ſecking after, 
ut obtaining a Kingdom which fades not away; 
and when we {weat, and toil, and labour; to 
make proviſion for twenty, thirty, forty years, 
what do we do, but proclaim our obligation to 
be infinitely more concern'd, how to ou 
's 
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for that - State;\ which mult neyer. have an end? 
And; as it was the :Goodnel(s and. Wiſdom of 
God, to make us capable of an eyerlaſting du- 
ration.; ſo we.,ſhould be injurious to. both, if 
we. did not ſuppoſe that God hath order'd and 
appointed, means, whereby it's poſſible ro-fave. 
our {elves from-the wrath to come. 03. 21 
He; that takes; ,a ,view of God's, proceedings 
and Dealings with Men, ever {ince.the Creati- 
on of the World, cannot bur ſtandamaz'd art the 
colt, and labour, and pains, and-teans, and mo- 
tives;and arguments,God hath us'd;to'make Meg 
ſenſible. of their eyerlaſting Intereſt, - and to-en+ 
gape. them t91a;{crious preparation for thar 
World they; mult live for ever in, 10-4 
+; This ſerious preparation mult; neceſſarily be a. 
holy,blameleſs;{porleſs, Life ; for the means muſt 
ever be. {utable., and agreeable: to ;the nature of 
the End. And Heaven being a Holy Place, per-, 
fe& Holinels reigning. there, it's not to be.ima- 
gin'd, how perfectiqn, of Holine(s-can be enter'd 
upon, , without ;a cgn{iderable. progreſs in Holi- 
ne(s;here,no Man-reaching the, highelt ſtep. of a: 
Ladder without the, lowermoſt/; and one might 
as well flatter himlelf, chat his Trade by ſuch a 
time. will bring him. in 'Len,chguland pounds;, 
when he.is fo [far from minding-it, that he con» 
trives. only how $9,run with-others - into excels 
of Riot, fy is 
Whoeyex hoped for- a crop .of ,Corn withoux 
lowing , . Or ,,,whoeyer ,., expected -- Tulips 
thould, grow ,in his Garden, wighoyt planing 
uch 
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ſuch-Roots/ as muſt  produce' them 2 The inno- 
cence, which'/i$ above, is to'compleat what is 

n here 5 and: what Purity there is in thoſe 
everlaſting Manſions, is to' crown that SanCtity, 
the. Soul- arrived to here; 'and the Light"rhar 
ſhines there, 'is only to mingle” with that which 
did illuminate the- Soul in this lower World; fo 
that if -there' be no Light in our ' Spirits here, 
there can no [Light mingle with” it hereafter, 
for God is Light, and his Heavenis nothing elſe 
bur Light, and as Light cannot mingle with 
Darknels, nor Fice with Snow; ſo Holineſs here- 
after can mingle with no Soul, bur what comes 
attended with the light of Holinels. 

And indeed, to plant this Holineſs in Men,;the 
means have been 1o' various, -{o numerous, {o- 
potent, before the 'Law, under the Law, and 
under the Goſpel, that one may juſtly/admire, 
the -'whole World doth nor ſtand Candidate for 
Heaven, and: all the-Inhabitanrs' of rhe Earth do 
not take the Kingdom of God by violence. 

Before the Law, the' continual Pleadings' of 
the long-liv'd Patriarchs witli ſinful Men,'to im- 
prove the Light of Nature, that' Primar of Divi- 
nity, the many Viſions, Revelations, Dreams, 
Signs, Wonders, Voices from Heaven; the Mi- 
niltry of Angels, God's Patience; Forbearance, 
Long-(uttering, and ſometimes. exemplary Ju- 
ſtice, the Examples of Holy Men; God's/Loveto 
thoſe that honour'd him, and the {ignal Bleſlings 
he beſtow'd on thoſe that made him their hjgh- 
elt and chicfeſt good ; what were-all theſe, but 
{0 
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ſo many Calls and Entreaties, that Men would 
by Holineſs prepare for a future Happineſs? 
No ſooner did the World drop into Euxury, 


and Contempt of the Supreme Law-giver, bur 
God raiſed, and ſent forth Preachers of Righ-: 
reouſneſs to give them notice of his Will, -and 


their Duty; and when all fleſh had corrupted 
its ways, Noahand his Sons, inall likelihood, be- 
came Preachers itinerant, who, in thoſe hundred 
and twenty years, which God allotted the Re- 
bels for Repentance, travelled about the liabi- 
table World,and fore-warn'd every Man, and bid 
them by Prayer, and ſerious turning to God, 
ſecure his Favour here, and his more neceſiary 
Mercy hereafter. And ſo after the Flood, when 
Vice and Folly had made Men forget the ſtu- 

ndous Deluge, the Almighty had ſent on their 
Fathers to cool their hellith Luſts, Abraham is 
ſer up asa mark of God's Love and Bounty, and 
on him are conferr'd both the upper and nerher 
ſprings of Mercy, that by his pious Example, 
the vicious Generation might be recalled from 
their evil ways, and per{ſwaded into ſerious 
Thoughts of another World , and ſo an till 
Meſes his time; in a word, in Abraham's Poſterity 
were ſuch wonders wrought , as were enough, 


had not Men ſhut their Eyes, to engage them to 


all that ſtrictneſs and circumſpection, which Hea- 
ven and a better Life requires. 

Under the Law, God was ſo far from being 
weary of uſing means, and taking pains with 
Men in order to this end,that he ſcem'd ro have 
refery'd 
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reſery'd thoſe for larger and fuller Demon= 
ſtrariohs of hg em atid A Munificence ; and if 
the People of Lyra had any ground-for their 
exclamation, the Fews had far greater reaſon to 
cry out; That God'"was come down to gg 
them in the likentſs of men,” For while | 
other - Countries were left in Darkneſs, and 
like Moles, ſuffer d to wander in the ſhadow 
and Valley of Death', they, /as if rhey had 
been made of purer Clay, fecn'd: to be the 
Darlings of Providence, and the Favourites of 
Heaven. 'Heaven/bow'd to them, and under 
its proteCtion they went, as under a' Canopy 
of State, and might, with greater reaſon than 
the Sultan, have challeng'd that lofty Title , 
The ' ſhadow of God; and with that Perſian 
Emperor, ſtyled themſelves, X5nſmen of ' the 
Stars, Their Eyes ſaw Miracles almoſt every 
day ; and with their daily Bread they receiv'd 
daily Prodigies; Six hundred thouſand Men faw 
the Red Sea divided. Fhey ſaw how with the 
blaſt of God's Noſtrils, the Warers were gather- 
ed together, how the Floods ſtood upright as 
an heap, and the depths were - congealed in the 
heart of the Sea. The Enemy ſaid, 1 will per- 
fue, I will overtake, T will divide the Spoil ; 
my Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, I will draw 
my Sword, my Hand ſhall deſtroy them. But 
the Almighty blew with his Wind, the Sea co- 
vered them, they fank as Lead in-the mighty 
Waters. 

This the ZZbrews ſaw, . They ſaw' it and-re- 


bell'd, 
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bell'd, and yer, which was the greater :Miracle 
in the midſt of their Rebellion, God, like the 
Sun, when ſmiling through a Cloud , ſhewd 
them a merciful Face; [not that he approv'd-of 
their Impiety, bur becauſe by theſe Beams he 
would warm their Hearts into Obedience. Their 
Bleſſings came down upon -them, not-in dro 
but jn ſhowers ; and their Proſperity; like the 
Cinamon-tree, was ſo fragrant, that- Strangers 
might {mell it a great way oft,” before they 1aw 
it. The Waters of Life were:continually flow- 
ing into their Boſoms ; and though God now 
and then frown'd upon them, ( What Father 
would not ſometimes chide his Son 2 ) yet his 
Indignation, which, like Flints, ſent out- Fire 
upon their penitential Tears, ſtraight way re- 
rurn'd to its former coldneſs. The Rocks pou- 
red them our Rivers of Oil, they waſh'd their 
Feer in Butter; and one mightſay. of 
* Zn Sylius, their Land, as he * of the Ifle of 
Rhoaes, They were bleſſed with a contis 
ual Sun-(hine. Their Prophets, what mighty, 
what powerful Men were they 2 Men that like 
Lamps, conlum'd their own Oil, to light their 
Auditors to Heaven ; or like Silk-worms, {pun 
out their own Bowels, to deck their Hearers 
with Garments of Righteouſneſs. Where 
Words could not prevail, Tears were the means 
to ſupple and affect them; and, it 
* Philo. lceems, * There is mot ſtronger Rheto» 
rick in the World, than theſe; Here 


one Prophet ſpoke like an Orater, there /an- 
other 
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ther like a. Logician., Here one endeayour'd 

by eloquence to charm them, there another by 

clear Reaſon to convince them. Here one threas 

ten'd, there another promisd, Here one wooed, 

there, another thundred. Here one cathe with- a 

Scepter of Love, there another with-'a Trumpet of 
War. Here one call'd to them from Mount 

Ebal,chere another from Mount Gerizim, Here 

one adjnred them by the Bleſſings of "the Basker 
and the $tore, there another by the Frait of 
theit Bodies , and the Fruit of | theit Ground. 

Here "one made them 'feel the Fiery Law, there: 
anothet invited them by Wine and Milk withons 

Monty, ind without price. Here one ſhew'd 
them the Bread and Water 4 Afﬀittion, there 
another opened Rivers in high Places, and Foun« 

tains in the midſt of Yalleys. Here © one offer'd 

his hand to ſave them, there another made bare 

his arm of evenge, Here one offer'd an Art 

to thoſe that deſir'd Mercy, there another rain'd 

down floods of Curſes ro drown the obſtintire, 

Here one repreſented God with his 

Sword drawn , A Smoke going up out Bjul. 18. 8. 

of his Noſtrils, and devouring fire out 

of his Month ; there another follow'd ſinners to 

the very gates of Hell, with offers of Merey in 

his Hand; and while Vengeance was knocking 

at the door, and the Sword was at their Hearts, 

call'd ro them, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye che 2 

And what was all this, bur to lay invincible ob- 

ligations on Men to Reform, and by Reforma- 

tion of their Lives, to arrive at laſt ar:that Hars 

© bour 
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bour of Bliſ and Immortality, which the great” 
Preſeryer. of - Men hath prepar'd for, thoſi that | 
fear him..., .,,! 

Under the: Goſpel, rorſhew. chat this Would wo | 
the very. laſt merhod to perſia e and cnSe8e Men, 


to Holineſs, the San of God: himſelf comes down, 
from Heayen;;and,.turns FE, Qrious. | 
6 Form 


Scene! F6-{ce $a > oft , 
thought, iv hp F? el be. equal yah, 0d,. | 
deſcend fromz his. Be of Fas To < rom. | 
the-higheſk Meanite cnc: TL, 
vant: Whar.could the: he | 


Prince of - lyte,; take his 


_— i-divets manners; , 
ow. at Fan ag: by:,hi i3 Son. 
; The Men, texwhom his, — Meg 
ſent, having Faaken f ſome of. h 

ſtoned -and aurthered, ther 
Father thought, Surely 4hey| may. 
Indeed; nothing,;.leſs;.c auld. | 
that theHeir-of all tives, by, hi 
Nivinity:thowld ſtrike them, na "dy 


of Repetitance, eſpeciall F.C by: 
with-the Qliye-lcaves of Grace. and ones Ih X 


Pardon';inz his Mouth... Behold, the defire uy | 


all-Nations comes, and He'that commands all | 
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che Powets'of Light and Darkneſs, appears in 
a Pulpitz *He;by whomrhe' Worlds: :wete made 
leaves'th& brightne(s of” his*Farliet's'Glory,, to 
tell Medfahati@! Munftct/ 'Sint is; how &divus; 
how 'loathf@nid in the @yts '6f God $ how love- / 
ly, how aiiihble;- how -bEautifol 'the Ways of 
(God are confirmsthe'$ in28 of all the Pro- 
phers'of oldyfſures MF; (dnd eettairily he could / 
not: telfk Itch! 'thar) all thoſs: Meſſengets6f-old' 
were male vght, when they profelsY; That” 
iniquiry' Would be Meds ruine, andthat'ft yon- 
der | Gate" flo unclean thitig' ſhould "enter/-and 
that-God muſt be prefexi'd beforeall the Riches, 


' Honours ad Pledfites 'of this: World'© x Fa- 


vour' fofiyhich we” want exfireſſion, and*which 
we maſtUraw a vail 'over/' as 7imanites'thePain- 
ter! did'&yet” the' Face of Tihvernid's Father, be- 


* cauſe we cannot reach it” HD our colours ; it's 


a love, whit paſſes kni Odee - -it '{urmounts 
the brighteſt oiderſt.tiditi e ſee'it gliſtering 
of the/Moutit of God) atid'it I leaves us in the Vale 
gizing/"an&Raring upon! it, as a thing,” which 
Mortitivy: clit ſhew no reſemblance of ; 1t ftrikes 
Durtib, 4r Uazles the Eyes; "it ſuſpends our” Rea- 
ſon, binds the'Faculties of an' inquiſitive Soul, 
and' fills all 'the chanels of it with admiration. 
If a King ſhould ſend a Meſſenger with a Pardon 
to A Malefactor that's 'ready to be tutn'd off of 
the Ladder; ' there” is 'tto'Man' bur a ſtranger ro 
Pity and Compaſſion, ''but* would ſpeak in com- 
mendation' of 'the Royal Mercy; but ſhould 
the King himſelf approach the place of Execu- 
2 tion; - 
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tion, and abſolve him, it's like the un ed -| 
bounty would caſt the MalefaCtor into aſwoon. | 
And then, when the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth made his Fayour exſtatical, went our of : 
the. common road of Mercy, ſtept beyond all || 
precedents and examples, increas'd his kindneſs | 
into perfe&t Miracles, Miracles, which the Ages 
before. cannot parallel, and the Son of God 
made his way through all rhe Clouds of Heaven, | 
to tell Men how God long'd for their: Society, | 
and Happineſs; we cannot ſuppoſe a_ poſſibility ' 
of greater condeſcenſion. And that which till! 
increaſes the wonder, this Son of God intreats, | 
wooes, and. beſceches:.Men to bethink- themes | 
ſelves, and dreſs up their Souls for the next | 
Worlds Glory. He that might have come ( as ' 
one day moſt certainly he will, ) with flames of 
Fire, and taken Vengeance on the obſtinare, and 
terrified and ſtartled them into ſcriouſneſs, and : 
might, without a Metaphor, as it is, Pſal. 45. 3. 
have girded his Sword upon his Thigh,and look'd 
ſtern on the Rebels, that would not have him | 
reign. over them, and frown'd them into Hell. 
Thar this Son of God, this Sovereign Prince, 
whom all the Elements ſerve,at whoſe command ' 
the Waters drown, and the Fire burns, and the 
Earth ſwallows up,. that he ſhould come, and | 
draw near the City, and inſtead of conſuming, 
weep over it, as if he meant to quench the Fire 
of God's indignation againſt it ; and inſtead of ' 
dooming it outright to Eternal Vengeance, with, 
O that thou hadſt known in this thy day what bee 
| lones | 
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longs unte thy peace | Call like a tender Compaſſi- 
onate Farther, How often would I have gather d 
you, as a Hen doth gather her Chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not { That he ſhould bear 
affronts, and in the midſt of thoſe injuries, en- 
treat Men to be reconcil'd ro him, and ſeek for 
a Pardon! That he ſhould make norhing of be- 
ing ſlander'd, ſo he might but win them to Re- 
tance, be content to undergo Reproaches, 

o he might bur allure them to God's ways, ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be abuſed, ſo he might bur unde- 
ceive them in their ſtrong deluſions ; bear with 
their peeviſhneſs and frowardneſs, fo he mighr 
bur perſwadc chem to mind their Erernal Intereſt. 
Thar, like his Apoſtle afterward, though free 
from all Men, he ſhould yet make himſelf a 
Servant to all, that he might gain the more; 
unto the Fews became as a Few, that he might 
gain the Fews; to them that are under the Law, 
as under the Law, that he might gain them 
that are under the Law ; to them that are 
without Law, as withqut Law, beingnot with- 
out Law to God, that he might gain them that 
are without Law; to the weak became as weak, 
that he might gain the weak, and be made all 
things to all Men, that he might by all means 
fave ſome; that he ſhould conjure Mankind by 
Tears and Wounds, and his own Blood, by 
thole yery Torments and Agonies he endured 
for them, to haye Mercy on themſelves, to take 
a view of the burning Lake beneath, and run 
away ; ta look upon the Joys aboye, and be 
Wk raviſh'd 
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raviſh'd with-the fight, !: Thathg'Thould court 
them. by... the. fweereſt.\\invitarians, 1and/ithe 


kindeſt,,Calls:;\by .the.greateſt Offers,'. and'rhe | 
ſofteſt, Promiſes ; .; Ptommites \of Aſſiſtance, .and of | 
his Holy;Spitir,/'of -Peacen and Joynin the& Holy | 


Ghoſt; ang ſeal. his ſttong:doſaegramblonpings 
after their Holine(s,with his. owndtath'$'and aft- 
ter his dearh, | being xifen' again, ſend-Apoltles, 
and whole [Armies 'of Confefforsarid Martyrsto 
eſtabliſh choſe defires;ordamva Furiftion of Men, 
that might preach thoſe. Deſires in Metis Ears'to 
the Worids Kknd'; this-zndeed. is a condeſtention 


which the: great: mimifiring / Spirits'-in Heaven | 


ſtand amazid ar, andimay jultly be-kok*d4ups 

to be one; of rliofe things, the" Angels deffve Pr) 

into. , | _ | 900 116 m1 
By ſuch aſtoniſhing Means hath'the great irm- 


mortal God endeavour'd to'eftet that Holitiels 5 


F 
$. 
1 
$ 
4 


| 


| 


; 


l 


in Men, that Seriouſneſs, 'that Piety, that Hea- |! 


venly-mindedneſs, which he hath appointed to *' 


be the only way to endleſs blifs.Glorious Means | 


indeed! Bur then they areino more but Pearls 


- thrown before Swine, where' Men conſider not | 
how tar they are concern'd in the Heayenly Call, | 


and what can bethe meaning of all theſe Arts and 
Stratagems 'of Divine Compaſſion, and what 


ſhould make God thus folicitous -and careful to | 


procure Man's ' happiheſs, and how dreadful ir 


mult be to neglect to great a Salvation, what | 
God deſigns by all *this, and what rhe intent | 
of theſe unuſual endeavours muſt be, whether ' 
things are ſo,or no,and if they be ſo, what —_ | 
| rous 
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of Conlideration, Is 


firous ſtupidity it muſt be to lie ſtill, and ſleep» 
under ſuch ſtrong and powerful invitations. To 
lay all this Labour and Induſtry, "and Indefa+ 
tigable pains of; God.;bgforg the Eyes of Mien, 
when they will not fix their Contemniations on 
the. remedies intended for their recovery ; what 
16it, but. rg make a, [Earned ration to a Flock of 
Sheep; and. with the Popilh St: Francis, "to ad- 
dreſs, qur. ſelves to. Falcons and Pheaſants, and 
other Brode > or, with him, in S41p1iis, Severus, to 
ſpeak to Wolves, to talk.ro a blind Man. of co- 
lours, to diſcourſe: Mathematicksto' onein a Fe- 
ver, and to prepare Elixirs and Cordials for Men 
depriy;d of Life, and Senſe 2 . Without, Conſide- 
ration, We have lictle biit 'Shape and Speech left 
us,.to diſtinguiſhus frotn Beafts i and Godclear- 
ly loſes the Yertgs of his, Exliortations and En- 
treaties, | except Conſideration fers them home, 
digelts-and -applics them "to the; Soul, "ahd the 
inward Thoughts, like Sun-beams 1's Burning- 
Glals, _ynite-. and continue To long; up 


Biel, þ RAS þ 0g. pon thee 
SprritualQbjects, cill rhey tet the 


batt on fire, 


$1 


16 Lhe Gzeat Law 


— _ — 
. . . - - — 


CHAP. IL 


Conlideration , no tranfitory wiew of Spiritual | 
Things, imports laying the Heart and Mind cloſely | 


unto Spiritual Concerns ; reſembles Magnifying 


Glaſſes, which diſcever things imperceptible is | 
the naked Eye. The great Ingredients of 4 | 


Self-examination , Expoſtulation, and ſtrong | 


R eſolution, 


O w Conſideration, Thinking, Ponder- | 


ing, Meditation, Contemplation do dife 
fer, is not material to enquire. Conſideration 
includes all theſe, and is nothing bur exerciſing 
and improving that rational Faculty, the great 
Archit hath beſtowed on us, to the Glory of 
God, and the Felicity of our immortal Souls, 
The Character St. Bernard gives of it, may _ 
to illuſtrate this Deſcription: 7 a , 
ſaith he, —_ confus'd, collefteth ſuc 


ersd: ſearches and dives into ſuch as are cats 


cead and hid, examines probabilities, refle 
on what is done, refolues what to do, and 


(Fs ups 
towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling | 


of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The School-men are in the right, when they | 
call it, Employing the whole underſtanding about 4 | 


thing ; for indeed, a flaſh of Thinking is no 
more Conſideration, than a few wandring ſparks 


F, 
KN] 


4s lie diſs | 


of Conlideration. 19 


can be ſaid to warm a ſpacious Room : As well 


may a Man hopeto ſet a Mill a going, by ſprink- 
ling ſome drops upon the wheels; as imagine 
that a few tranſicnr Thoughts will reform the 
Soul: And as in cold weather Men do nor ger 
themſelves a heat by a ſtep or two, bur by ſuch 
exctciſes as put the Body into violent Motion; 
So neither will a careleſs Thought now and then 
hear the Heart within, but Conſideration, which 
puts the Soul into a ſtrongand vigorous motion, 
\ or agitation, is that which muſt kindle the Holy 
Fire, and ſhed abroad Life in all the Faculties 

of the inward Man. 
Not to mention here that the Word was ori- 
ginally us'd to expreſs the induſtry of Aſtrono- 
* mers, who, by diligent contemplation, and ob- 
* {ſervation of the Stars, their Motion, Poſition, 
Conjunction, Influences, &c. gave a judgment 
of the ſeveral Phenomena, or appearances they 
mer withal, from whence it was afterwards ap- 
plied ro Men, whoſcriouſly and attentively pon- 
der things of moment, whether '—,., wy 
Civil or 'Sacred : The Scripture 2ow 2 
uſually expreſſes it, by laying owrw **88: * 5: 7- 
Hearts be to our Ways, as it it were with Con- 
ſiderarion, as it is with Mens liſtening to a con- 
fus'd noiſe, and laying their Ear cloſe to a Wall, 
wo_ deſign ro get a more diſtinct knowledge 

CI It, 

And indeed, without Conſideration, Eternal 
Life, and pur Duties, in order to it, appear no 
yery great attractive, Conſideration _ up 
thole 
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thoſe, Natiegs,ilpelsthe Glopds and Mills If t | 
dwell upon, gur;Reaſgn,, wipes away the.Null, | 
diſcovers -unkgowp .,Worlds,, and. makes cyen | 
ſuch things /as:Wereyulgar and, obyious efore, | 
look with a a&w. Face, they being . found,. upon | 
Conſideratibn,, things /pf. greater, Conlequence, | 
of greater Camforr,ot greater Necellity,of great- | 
er Virtue,and Efficacy, than, before they. were | 
believed tobe: : $0 haye I ſcen” an old. Picture 

thrown by, and buried among Rubbiſh, :which | 
afterwards being waſhed , hath proyed.to. be a ' 
coſtly Orignal done by a/ curious hand,and that | 
which at firſt, while ſullied with dirt ,.and, duſt, 

was worth . nothing, hath appeared tq,be. of ex- | 
raordinary;, valye. Conſideration js that Spunge | 
that waſhes-the beautiful.Pifturg,of Grace- and | 
Glory, and-now-the curious Lines : appear, .the | 
lively ſtrokes of our Great Maſters hand are (cen, 
the ſweeter linecaments diſcover. themſelves, and | 
-make the Soul enamoured with. the Spectacle. ' 
- ſt is much with Conſideration, as it is with 

Microſcopes and Magnifying-Glaſſes; what: con- 

temptible Creatures.do ſome little Animals, and 

{maller-ſort of. Plants, appear , while, beheld | 
with our naked Eye, but: view'd | through Dir | 
optrical Glaſſes; what curious Fabricks do'we | 
. ſpy 2- How. inconſiderable an Inſect is: a, Gnat? | 
How deſpicable: a Creaturc:is a Mite 2. Verhe | 
that through ſuch Glaſſes bcholds in them all yhe | 
perfetions;,of.the largeſt Animals the Multis | 
plicity- of: their Parts,:the yariery of their Mr | 
tions,and how curiouſly every Limb is wrouglt, | 
: — how} 
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how Mathemarically all their licrle Membergatc 


INTE 


framed and ſer 'together cannot bur,” * 


like the Great Phyſician wonder -at''i Gali 
the: Spectacle, ant break forth' into ads *» 0c 
.miration' of the:tmmenſe Wiſdom 'of thejf Ma- 


ker. 'Who would' believe there ſhould'be Plunies 


of Feathers in the painted Witigs'of a Burrerfly > 
who would ſuſpe& fuch things as Needles, or 


ſharp tranſparent Pikes in a Nettle leaf, or think 


thar any glittering drawn Swords and Daggers 
ſhould 'be found: there 2 Who-'would take 'an 


Atom of Quickſilver to be 'a Globular Look- 


ing-Glaſs : or the Sand we ſtrow upon Paper to 
be” like fragments 'of Chryſtal , or Lumps of 


Allum 2 yer through ſuch ' Glaſſes, theſe * ob- 
jets appear with a different-ſhape from what 
they did before. 


Conſideration is that Glaſs which repreſents 


Spiritual Obje&s in other colotirs, thah'"befbre 
were obſery'd and detected-in them.” Sin-rhar 
look?d but with a faint Red before, through this 
Glaſs, appears all Scarlet and Cr/mſon.God's Laws, 
which before were hardly regarded"fo 'much as 
humane Injundtions, through'this Glaſs appear {6 
beauriful, fo rational, ſo wile,ſo wonderful, {oſtit- 
ed to an intelligent Nature, that'a Man' with De 
vid cannot hold, but muſt cry out, 0, how Flove 
thy Law, tt is my meattation all the aay,T have ſee an 
end of all perfection, but thy commandmtnt is excted. 
ing broad. The New Feruſalem, Which look*d but 
like an"ordinary Building before,” When YIAWa 
through *rhis Glafs', the Towers” ahd* Bul- 
Sit. .h vo Fa; warks 
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warks of it are ſeen glittering afar off,the Pearls | 
and precious Stones, it's pav'd withal, ſhine | 
with more than ordinary Luſtre; and that which | 
look'd bur dull and weak before, now dazles 
the SpeRators Eyes with its oriental brightneſs. 
Till Conſideration came in, the Prodigal ſaw 
little. He heard Men talk of the Beauty of God's! 
ways; but alas! heſaw no ſuch thing : To him! 
they look'd as the ways of Sion,rugged, uneyeh, | 
__ unfrequented , and the fruits of the Spirit ; 
appear'd unpleaſant, and ill-raſted, fixterfor the ! 
Rabble, and ſcum of Mankind, than Men of a: 
brisk and airy temper : Buthe no {ooner OPEns ] 
the Window, and lets jn theſe Beams of Conf | 
deration, but all thoſe fancies, as Witches at the ' 
Namyg of Feſ#s, vaniſh, and he is wrapt into that | 
high eſteem of the ways of God, that he prefers | 
being but a Door-keeper 'in the Houle of God, * 
beferc the Office of Grand Yizier, at the Court 
of Ahaſuerus, | 
Bur this will further appear, if we enquire 
into the Eſſential parts, or neceſſary Ingredients 
of theſe Spiritual Opticks. Conſideration, asit | 
is the Sunthar cnlightens this, Microcoſm, Man, * 
and irradiates the benighred faculties of the Soul 
ſo thatit may have this virtue, there is required | 
( and it cannot be Canſideration without it, ) | 
Self-examination , Expoſtulation , and fſtrang ' 
Reſolution, 
I. Self-examination. That Man who cxa» | 
mines not his Spiritual Eſtate or Condition, whes | 
ther hg is that 9janer that ſhall be cyerlaſtingly | 
| miſerable? | 
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miſerable > Whether the threathings of the Goſs 
[concern him 2. Wherher he: finds thoſe:quali- 
cations in himſelf, which the Sorr of ' God re- 
aires of all that ſhall be Heirs of Glory 2. Whe- 
Tier he feels thoſe things in hisSoul; which Men 
that: have a Title | ro the great Inheritance 'are- 
ſenſible of 2 And:whether he: walks in thar-ſtrair 
way;and ſtrives to-enter in at that narrow Gare, 
the Holy Ghoſt-doth ſpeak: of 2 21 

He that, with Galio, cares for:: none of theſe 
things, is fo far from conſidering, 'that Fe doth 
not believe the:Immortality- of his- Soul; or ano- 
ther World. : For: were his Heart ſeaſon'd with 
2 ſound belief of char. furure: State ,, he could 
not but enter into his: Cloſer 5; arid reflet. In 
this Bible , in this: Book which: I do believe 
contains the Oracles of God, and: his perempto- 
ry Will, concerning the Salvation of Men; 1- 
find ſtubborn, : careleſs , / unconverted - Sinners 
adjudg'd to Eternal Forments ;-1I find Godypro- 
teſt, he will know: none inthe laſt day,; fo as 
to. ſhew them favour, but-ſuch as dare deny 
themlelyes for Heaven, and heartily endeayour, 
to do the Will of their Father which is in Hea- 
ven; I find God {wear, that Men who: ptefer 
their Farms and Oxen, and- Secular Concerns ; 
before his Injunitions and Commands, - ſhall ne- 
ver; taſte of the great Supper. of the Lamb. 

Am 1 one- of theſe ſtubborn, unconyerted, 
careleſs Men, or no ; Why' ſhould I be afraid-to 
ask fuch a Queſtion, when there is no leſs than 
Eternity in the caſe 2 I am not afraid to look in- 
ro 
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106-1» Account Book ; to; know! , / what:.myin 
Debts; are, and: what is owihg: to. me >whesq 
ther am behind, or beforehand | imotheit 
World ,- - whether I thrive'/:or 1decay, \ whewp | 
ther] I ;get or loſe?!  Andighalb I be aftaigh! 
to-know, whether-Lam a Wiſe Man or 'a'Fookji: * 
a Friend or an Enemy of God, //a-Favourite;.or) ? 
a Reprobate 21Whether the: portion-of i Lazarss;ii | 
or the lot of Dives, will fall ro-my thare »/|Þordy!: | 
when: 1+ hear: and read, thar'\Men; . who ate ©| 
Sutangers to | Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, . ſhall: | 
betornented with Fire, ; which is'not. auenchedyi | 
iS4tinot worth, is:it hot juſt;7/is it not-reaſGnas!! | 
ble,,4-ſhould ask; whether I am not that Man} s 
1; .- ©: IfIT am none of this'number, 18" 

1 $a. x5, 14) 76ans the: bleating © of | Sheep ,- dad the 
112: dowing:of tOxen in-minei Ears 2- Wiigo | 
means” my Earthly-mindedne(s?: What . means: | 
myliving in wilful-»contempr-of: {ſ& many! comai! 
mands.of the 'S6n: of God + [I'take no pains! : 
to belay'd; ſome: little Formalities, and Gon? |: 
plements of Religion _— my turn, and' {a 1 


risfie my Conſcience. ' 1 can put off the 

God of Heaven with the Worlds viendj pl 
and throw him'a/dull hearcleſs Prayer at ni yy 
when T have-been wallowing-invSin - all Yayi 11 
I am for no Devotion that's either ex 

or troubleſome to Fleſh' and: Blood /, andifack? | 
cjacularions as .:do-tiot'-moleſt me in my plea- | 
{ures, and as - my Fleſh can eafily- ſpare, with-" 
out any detriment in its ſatisfaction, T am” wil- © | 


ling to'lay upon God's Altar. -I feel. lirtle or + |} 
| no 
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lf? Why ſhould I ſooth my ſelf into kind 

Thoughts of my condition, that is ſo apparent 
ly dangerous 2 Thus it is with me, Why ſliould 
I deny it > Why ſhould I call Light an 
and Darkneſs Light ; put Bitter for Sweet, atid 
Sweet for Bitter? Whom do I cheat” all | 

while, is it not my own Soul? And what. ſhall 
[ gainby it inthe end 2 Shall Ithink my ſclfſuf.! 


. ” : ' . 
: 
: 


ficiently 8" when I am ſo little nn | 


with the rudiments of Holineſs 2 Shatl [' 
think my ſelf a Child of God, when that which 
L do is fitter for a Child of the Devil, Fant 

ayourite of Heaven 2 Repentance, or rurning ing 
to God, which the Holy Thott doth -ſo6 often, | 
and with that vechemence and earneſtneſs 'ineul* 
cate, implies an. univerſal change of, my dib! 
poſition,and inclinations. And where is. thar ab 
teration, that renovation of the Mind, Will, and | 
Aﬀections2 My Aﬀedtions are carried out 'uþ | 
ter Frothand Smoke,as much asever. My Love i | 
{cr on trifles, 'and is regardleſs of the higheſt 
and chicfeſt good as much as ever, T hare {&-) 
riouſneſs, and delight in childiſh imperrinent | 
Gaycties, as much as ever. The promilcs ofthe | 
Goſpel are as conſiderable in my Eyes, and-the | 
Riches of this World as glorious and taviſh 
ing, as ever ; and I can diſpenſe with the want ' 
of Spiritual Conſolations, while I have but my | 
ſhare in theſe outward Comforts, I think it ſub | 
ficient that I am Baprized, . and waſhed” in'the | 
Layer of Regeneration, bur do not mind , | 
whether I am a new Creature : The Holy | 
Waref 
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of Conſiderations 25 
Water| indeed was ſprinkled upon me, bur Tam 

uity..,;\I&'sevident, by;my ations, that I bave 
drivan away; and quenched that, Holy. Spirit, 
which was given mein. Bapciſin, and yer.I ſtady 


.not; how to; recovet.it,; and what, will be the. 


end,,of| chele rhings 3 Thar Spirix 15. a Spirit, of 
Holincs, and. ll Holineſs returns,ro my Soul, 


thar Spirit. will not tetura: Wo unto me! My 


Feet , tun..in/.the ways; of deſtruction. and my 
Eyes are dazzled with external pomp ahd gran- 
deur. ,as huch as eyet. | An amorgus [Song 4s 
more pjeaſing to me, rhen the molt harmonious 
Plalm..' The word of God is bur a, dead Lerter 
to.me, while a Romance, or a, Book rhar tfeats 
of. Folly and Vanity, tran{ports; me into more 
than ordinary conceatand fatisfattion ; And what 
I muſt. cat, and what\ I muſt drink, and wherewnth 


all. 1 ſhall -be cloathed 3. are Quelitions1 have. 


far greater  defire to, be  relolved in, then to 
know. what I muit do to picale God, and to be 
happy for ever. , If I have made light of rhe 
Thuaders,.and Threatnings' of, Scripture, I.,do 
fo-1till,,,, May. be, when. God {mites'me, I ſeek 
him; agd. return, and/ enquire. carly.after God; 


and, remember .char God 45. my Rock, /and;rhe 


High ,God ,my redeemer ; but the, Rod is, no 
fooner /.of.,my Back; but I rerurn; with..the 
Swine to the mite, and with' the Dog to, rhe 
Vomit# whicl ſhews; that in my. aifliction Ido 
bur flatter God with;my Mouth, . and he; unto 
hint wich! my Tongue, that my heart is not right” 

D wittht 
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with him and that T'am not ſedfaſt in his C4 
venant. '*How am TI forced ſometimes to inven; 
-Evaſions; cither' that'it'is. enough to believe with 

the-crowd;! of that God will not be'{o'cruel;'s! 
To damn all Men thar' are unſanctified; or thi! 
if F ſhould"begin a good" life, I ſhotild nee! 
*hold out ;'or 'that if feriousneſs were ſo'nedl? 
ary, {6 many Learned'Men would*not hive: 
great ati averſion from'it;” How often 'am Ire! 
dy to yield co Atheiſtical Suggeſtions, that &! 
ther my Soul dies with my Body, 'or tliar Gol: 
takes no notice of what we do below ;"or tha! 
there may be'no Life to come ; or that'Religim: 
may be nothing bur a' trick. ' Horrid thowght)! 
Yet what will nov a Sinner do, or conſent to; h! 
he may be bur let alone-in his ſinfull {port ani 
pleaſures. My outward 'Man, may be; harlr ſon” 
tprinklings of Piety ; but how foul, how ſordid: 
is my Soul? How little do.T-ſtrive to be rid's| 
vain, unclean, and luftfull/Thoughts 2 How '&& 
fily do1 yield unto a pleafirig remptation?'The 

"Devil need rake no great paines to ſeduce 'me, 
for if he do"but'becken, -I' make haſt and run; 
"How loth-am'I to' refift an evil motion'?' Hoy! 
loth to conquer? How loth to break my League! 
with Hell? Whar an averſion have I from the! 
ſeverer Duties of Religion > How ſoon 'am | 
weary 'of 'pious exerciſes? I do not abate one 
* Luft, not one pleaſure, for Heavens fſake.' II 
"Know thar eating a plentyful Dinner on Swnay 
* will” make me Hleep at'Church, I have no cov 
* rage -to- forbear ' fo much as a meal, -for on 
| What 
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of Conſideration; — 55 
Whar did I ever do, that look'd like ſeeking a 


Keayenly . Country 71 read of good examples, 
but they move me not; I ſee how cittumſpec- 
ly other | Men walk, and yet I feel no fite. 
When I'm call'd upon by mine own Conſcience 


to.loſe no'more time; 1 ſtifle rhoſe checks. Ah ! 


How doth ' that faithful witneſs'Within me ſom- 


times plead with me, and bid me conſider, what 
I do, and what ' a ſtrange adventure I make, 
and' who will have the loſs of it in the-end, and 
how hard a matter it will be to recall me, when 
I am once loſt? But I am deaf to theſe friendly 
Calls. Ir tells me, I lyein a. dangerous Ditch, 
and that I am nor in theright way, and prompts 
me to yomit up the poiſon I have ſwallowed ; 
but I will not be perlwaded, that I am in a ſtare 
of condemnation. Though grey  haits are up- 
on me. and though rhe matks of God's wrath 
againſt me appear in my Soul, yet IT had rather 
believe any thing, than believe that God is 
angry with me. God's Spitit many times 
prompts ine t6 that which is good, bur I run 
away from him. I ſee the vanity of this World, 
and yet I dote on it; I am diſappointed in my 
expectations of earthly Felicity, ind yer this 
doth not drive me ro Heaven to {eek a better. 
I have 4 Soul deſcended from above, a Sonl 
that can ſoat above Senfe, and Fleſh;' a Soul ca- 
pable of the nobleſt Operations; fitted for rhe 
greateſt and moſt Spiritual employments; But I 
let that mighty zztelleftnal fire'go out ; 1 firffer 
that Light to be clouded and darken' by fol- 

D'2 - lowing 
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lowing the diQates of a ſenſual Appetite ; I take | 
no care to ſubdue my unruly paſſions; Good | 
Lord | How do they tranſport me upon all oc- 
caſions !-If this be not. to diſhonour God, to | 
deſpiſe him, to mock his threatnings, to under- | 
value his promiſes, to labour after my ruine, to | 
ſlight the offers of Grace and Mercy, 1 undet- | 
ſtand nothing. O dreadful ! that a Creature, 
as I am, ſhould have a Soul to look after, and | 
mind it no more ! An everlaſting Empire to gain, | 
and make no more matter of it ; Endleſs Tor- | 
ments to ſhun, and be no more afraid! Eternal 
Wrath aud Indignation to ayoid, and be no * 
more concern'd |. Rivers of Joy to inherit, and ! 
ſpeak and think of ir ſo little ! My Conſcience | 
bluſhes at. my wilfulneſs, and yet I walk in the | 
light of mine own fire, and in the ſparks thatl ' 
have kindled, And muſt I periſh thus tamely? 
Muſt I be loſt after all the intreaties of my 

ker > Muſt outward darkneſs be my Habitation? 
and the bottomleſs Gulph my Dwelling-place ? ' 
Tell not me, vain heart, that I am ſafe enough; | 
Can I be ſafe without the Favour of God ? Can 
I be happy, without haveing my name writtenin 
the Book of Life 2 Go tell a Man: that he may ; 
ſafely ſleep on the Pinnacle of a Steeple in a | 
Storm. Go tell him, that he may ſafely walk, 
like Queen Emma, upon Plough-thares glowing 
hot. Tell him, that he may 1afely let a Ms | 
bire him. Tell him, that he may ſafely play 
with a Crocodile. Tell him, that he may 1afe- 


ly walk with Peter on the Water, and try Wes 
rher 
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ther thou canſt perſwade him, and wilt thay 
delude me that 1 need fear no danger when 
God deſpiſes me 2. What do I de? If T haye 
perfer' d my. ſecular Intereſt before God's Hoe 
nour and Glory, I do ſo ſtill. If 1 have feared 
Men more . than: God, I] do ſtill, -If I have 
been loth. to. do good. with the Temporal ble(: 
ſings God hath confer'd upon me, .I am ſo ſtill, 
And | what ſins I leaye, it's more becaule I have 
no inclination to them, or becauſe 1 am afraid 
they'l ſpoil and. blemiſh my Reputation jn the 
World, than becauſe I love that God who made 
me, and hath obliged.me by a thouſand Favours 
to eſteem-and prize him aboyeall. And this is 
the Coat of. the Sons of God 2 Is this the Li- 
very of a Chriſtian indeed 2 Is this done like a 
Man that lives upon God's Bounty, is fed by his 
Charity, ſupported. by, his Alms, and main- 
tain'd from his Storchouse, and cannot ſubliſt 
one moment without . his Concourſe, and hath 
not a better Friend in all the World. than him, 
who is the Fountain of Liveing Waters 2 Who 
can believe this > What Man, that underſtands 
any: thing, can think, well of -rhis condition 2 
Will. it cure my Diſcaſc, to believe that I have 
it not 2 Will belieying that I am pot in Priſon, 
bring me. out of . it; What If I was never in 
Heaven? Whar If I never ſaw the Book of Life > 
What -if 1 never view'd the Liſt of thols rhat 
{hall be damn'd, and thoſe thar ſha'l be Saved ? 
Doth not the Y Vord. gf God tell, me, who they 
gre, thar ſhall be happy, and whg ſhall be miſc- 
2 3 rable? 
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rable? And if the marks of thoſe that ſhall fee * 


his everlaſting wrath, are upon me, have not 
reaſon to: look about me, and ſeek more dili- 
gently afrer Grace, than ever I have done 
Conſideration, one great deſign of it 'bein 

to know how the caſe ſtands between God and 
our own | Souls ; ſuch a ſelF-examinatian muſt 
of neceſſity be the corner ſtone of this Spirity- 
al Building, and compareing our lives with the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and the ptoper' Characters 
of ſuch as are in a likely way to enjoy God for 
ever may juſtly challenge the firſt Seat in this 


intelleftual Paradiſe. But then, as Building of a | 


ftarely Gate, without a Houſe . anſwerable to 
it, doth but expoſe the Builder to deriſion and 
contempt ; ſo ſelf-examination, without a ſeri- 
ous expaſtulation wich our own Hearts, is but 
to make the Accuſer of our Brethren laugh at our 
vain attempts, and God ſcorn the endeavour, 
that could be cruſf'd in the Bud, and tired bes 
fore half its Race is run. '7 R954 


'V. Expoſtulation rouzes the Soul from her 
| ſlumber and drives it away from the {oft Doun 
it would have reſted he repos'd it {elf upon, 
and gives the firſt blow (for ſelf-examinartion 
only threatnes it,) to that Tree of Death, I 
mean, the reigning power of Sin ; and I ſee 
not, how” Sin can Yhelter'it ſelfany longer, or 
what excuſes it can make for its ſtay and contis 
nuance, Where the Soul doth Summon it 10 apy 
pear before the Bar of Conſcience, and enters 
into 
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ſhall attend a carcleſsdanfull Life, or I,dginor ;j1 
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] cqncieve it poſſible, that God will 


Rrojvtay | | 


word, to pune a ſtubborn Sinner po. prove: | 


Liar that go with 
ven ? Whar-'4 AM ; Sore hive I dons Fr God" 
that I ſhould expect ſuch Favour ? How have L 
obliged" him > "What" \.A my walking" aft& | 
the che Fell; By” my greedineſs after the" Mear' | 

periſheth >- By my conter 
cations and idmonitions?” Is God'rg'he obli-' | 
pa by ed by Sin”: i5 the Almighty to. be wrongs 
olly ?*18che 'ro be 'refideed propitibhs' 

fronts*""What fellowſhip hath Riglite v4 
with Uticighreouſneſs; Or what 
hith Light' with Datkneſs> Or whit ( 
hath C 
ſhall be miſctable; if- Te6ntinue iti that courſe 
have held on' in hirhe1 0; and am Tin love wich 
Eternal Ritine”? Am Þ ctrtain thatiniquity will' | 


be "my conifuſion; and*am I relolved to dye 2'1' | 


heve all the 2eaſsn itithe World to believe. that 


it Was'the Son 'of God that was the Author of 


thoſe Threatnings ind 'Comminations I find in 
the Goſpel: Dol believe him to be the Son of 
God 7 ind 'ean T imagin'thar the leaſt rictle of 
his words will periſh? Thave run'up and'down 
in the Workd theſe many years, atd untrd after 
thoſe Vanities which ' fenſual Men dg” dore 
upon : But will theſe fave me when] dye '> Will 
not "the Temembrance of m b. Er perlvit after 
rheſe' Butterflies -and Gaudes' filf' me with Ari-" 
puſh and} Sotrow : . "Have I liv'd iti tHe World' 
S this while; -and am fi6r'? nearer Heaven than 
I'was ſome years! '2g0? Muſt my Body engroſball 


my. 


greater eaſt roHeil! | 


unio 
ncort 


if wich Bebdl>'Do 1 not know thar I 
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my 'ehideavours, and muſt my $ ul be ſtarved > 
I Havy' 2. Soul: Rand ipod Poyb malt AT, 
aye Fad muft ſhort! 


Tri- 
re jd hall eel dy tes 4 gel 


| "Arceſt me before I ha made wy calling 


nd 'Elettion lixe How fearful, 
- would my Co on 'be'? Aoald it fa 'n; 
"Toy 
T1 | 


my tha are to Now 1 in outwdrd Dai hacks; 
ſhoul 
riſh wherein | 


Tg I 

How ſhoul out the 

I was born, Ws night 7 bog it was Jak 

There is a Man-Child Seket Let 

darknz 5, tet not God regard it from, aboue mls. 

ther "Ter the light ſhine wpon it. Tt darkweſ | 

the ule 0 Death ain is” Tet a i 

upin-it, | Lt the, Vackneſs © of, the FM terrefie it, 
rnhf "thoſe Tortures the Damned feel be infli- 

ced/up5n me; How Thould Iwiſhthaclh by ve 

alt*ttly dayes in deſerts, and Rath 4 

d Prail 


{þ ent. "i Whole time in Prayi 


aTTT 


te dept ns and bar Fu out-prq) 
Saihr, and bur- ed a Hermit, rather 
eames dmy Soul in fo flight a bortom, as *:'2 F 
y-inddncls_n neceſſarily bez Oh! Fe 

ould 'T- wiſh, that like, the Gegurenes Fl gs, 
I'had' leap'd' into the Sea, racher th 75 ba $0 | 
ex&&ſs"of Riot, and precipitaced: my felFinto 
bohling Caldr6ns, "rather "then into the, duke 
rerous Bed, recieyed | Burning” Caals. -nto AE Bo: 
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the Goſpel? What ; makes me thus ſtupid, that, 


' I ſhould; forgo. the Milk and Honey of Canes, 


for. the- pitiful Garlicks and Onions of Zeypt > 
Doth God promiſe the Farplc Robes, and {hall 
I rake, up, with courſe, and ill-wrought Stuff a 
Doth God offer me a Royal Seat, and 1] I pre- 
fer -a,, Shepherd's Tent before it > What Devil, 
doth poſlels mie, that, I ſhould, prefer nn), 


and Reyelling for. a, few hours, before end 
Joy 2-/Where. is. my Reaſon; What's, become oF 
my. Underſtanding}. Am I bewichr'd,. belotted, 
beguil'd, that I ſhould- believe a few flattering” 
motions of Fleſh, and, Blood, before all the Q- 
racles/and Inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt? Are 
there ſuch things, orno? 1 do belieye there are; 
Why then am I not.more atfeQted with them > 
Can there be any thing more reaſonable than 
Chriſt's, Precepts? What _ is there, in them tha 


= 


ſhould diſcourage me2-If God had command 


ſeverer._ /Tasks, is not Heaven, recompence ©& 


nough 2, if. the | Prophet . had bid me do ſome great 
thing, would not I have done it ; how much rather. 
then;, when he ſaith, unto me, Waſh and be cleatt 2 
I, that forbear the greateſt Delicacics, ſhun'the 
choiceſt, Daiaties, will nor be tempted to eat'sf 
the; moſt- pa'atable: Diſh, when lam ſenſible i 
will. bring upon me the pain either of Chollitk 
or Strangury ; Nay, [, that lying under a'ragi 
painful. Diſtemper, wiſh my {elf a Beggar;”* 
the/,pooreſt Body..alive, and would be contetit 
ro ſtoop to the meaneſt Offices, ſo | might be'biit 
reed from the malady which torments on 3 
AN 
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Can' I Scrupleto obey that Laws, when it _ 
avoid an Eeceniity oth ain' wad flames? Was not: 
Dives as TridoZh as 1 cati'be? and, have'ng 
F reaſon to belizye, if he'tet&on earth again, 
he would-tink the Law'of Charity the calief | 
andirhe teaſptableſt Law tmagithable> Havenct 
Freafon to believe he'would go beyond Rechemy 
leave himſelf but Juſt en to live on, and | 
ſtudy how to'd6/pood wirlf rhe'reſt > Have na 
F.reafon to believe, tharthe Laws of Chriſt would 
ſeem Very facile 4nd priadticable'ro him? ' Can] 
WW he wauld BY y little More [( ſleep, and alinth 
ſlumber, and, delay his obedience 2 He-that 
Farh i the miſery of anothtr World would 
chink nothing. x, good, "nothing too deat, 
nothing roo. coltly to "facrifice ro: him,” wh 
is the King "Thinortal," Inviſible. Bleſſed / fo 
Evermore. | "how glad” would he be, that God*® 
would accept of "it! That God would ſmel|| 
the ſweet Ot, and caft a Gracious look} 
upon it ! God, that gave "the t theſe Laws; and ' 
hath. entail'd git Blifs'qn my ſincere Obe- 
dience, certainly beſt what was fir and exe 
pegicnr for me ; Lhd 1c that 18 acquainted with 
my fitting down, and tyine upriſing, and hada 
hand in my Frame ; cat} think, he would pres 
ſerive me any thing prjudlitial' tomy Happinels? 
Theſe Precepts, 4s rhe} Ate effects of the greatelt | 
wildow, ſo they cantior' but be” hi ighty beneficial, | 
2nd. promote my' Spiritualtnrereſt, for they drop h 
from a God tliat's infinity Good, as well a | 
netly Wiſe ;*16 that nor'to ſubmit to chem, | 
15 not only to ſtand in my own light, and to 
hinder | 
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hinder my Soul-frony its proper food and-nous 
riſhmenr ; but [to''make my {elf wiſer than rhe 
Almighty; and''to / extol my.Reaſon above his 
Ommſtience, aid 'to''accuſe his immenſe: Wiſ- 
dom of raſhneſsandfolly-2 And ſhall I add Blaf. 
phemy to my Difobedience ? Am I afraid God 
is not enrag'd enough againſt me'? \or, thar his 
Anger is not red enough? Shall I'throw Brim- 
ſtone into the flame; to make that conſuming 
Fire moreterrible? Is it fuch a pleaſure rohave 
God for my Foe? Is it ſuch afarisfactionto'have 
him, that can deſtroy both Soul and Body into 
Hell, for my Adverſary ? Such Labyrinths; fuch 
Inconveniences do I caſt myſelf inco by my fut- 
ful Life ; And, are thele encouragements to/con- 
tinue in it? Is this the Wedding Garment Imay 
triumph in? Shall I ſing in Chains, rejoyce in 
Ferrers, Glory in my Shack/es, be proud of che 
Devil's Service, boatt of my Slavery ? When is ir 
that I intend ro be clean? Shall 1 delay ir one 
moment longer, that know not bur 1 maybe in 
Hell before the Clock doth ſtrike again £ Dull, 
blockith Hearr, - What doſt thou mean 2 Doft 
thou ſee, how a'l theſe outward things do fade, 
and leave the Owners miſerable, and wilt thou 
take no warning ? Dolſt thou ſee how Judas 
droops, though his Purte be full of Money ; and 
Cain trembles, though he is Maſter of a ſpaci- 
ous Country ? Doſt notthou ſee how their hearts 
fail them for fear, becauſe they have not made 
God their Friend ? Look down into the fatal 
Gulph, Doſt thou ftand upon the brink of de- 


{truction, 
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-ſNtruction, and art thou not afraid ?. Doſt thay! 
ſee a Crucified Feſws ſtretching forth his Arm 
to embrace thee, and doſt thou feel no il 
no heat, no zeal, no affeftion? Doſt thou ſe 
the great burning Lake "before thee, and dol 
not thou quake and tremble 2, Doſt thou ice the! 
Revenger of Blood upon thy, heels, and wilt ng! 
thou run into the ot Refuge ; Dolt thai" 
{ce the Angel -of the Lord ing. to rain} 
down Fire and Brimſtone on: thee, and wilt 
thou not ſave thy ſelf in Zgar wouldſt thou! 
ſtay till the door of Grace be ſhut ? Why ſhouldi 
thou carry till all rhe oil in thy Lamp |} 
ſpentz Why. ſhouldſt thou fold thy Arms till} 
-Death takes the Fort, and leaves thee in no pol 
bility of Mercy > Why ſhouldſt thou ſtand | {till 
till the Enemy lays 4 Conſcience waſt > Why 
ſhouldſt thou ſleep till the all Field be overru! 
with Weeds? why ſhouldſt rhou be idle rill the! 
Eleventh hour 'is paſt? Run, run, for thy life; 
There is danger near? the Enemy is at hand; 
The Fort is like to be taken; The Cittadel is: 
almoſt loſt ; Thou art almoſt at the laſt gas: 
Look up, Doſt not thou ſee thy Saviour fiy 
down from Heaven to lay hold of thee, and 
wilt not thou make haſt and meet him 2 Behold: 
the Bridegroom comes, and wilt not thou bid: 
him welcome? Doſt not thou ſee, how the Mar 
tyrs, how the Primitive Chriſtians fly. to Het! 
ven, and wilt thou ſtay behind? Doſ nor thou! 
ſee. how contented they are under T'ryals of! 
cruel Mockings and Scourgings; yea, none 
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'6f Bonds and Hprifohmietits) Doſt not thu 
ſee;how KBr to'be{tbiied; ro be fawn 
der to be: tempted; to 'be* fin with the 

Siford;” and ©alf-that they may'obtain 'a-betrer 
Refittredtion? Doſtnot ve Bo {ee}how: rhey eroud 
init the Gate, ih Wilt not! thow' ſte w 
are” toing there; "Dot "th6iu think they were 


dey 1 alf® &lbg Sand” obſtacles-into *'G 
ere” hot Wiſe Mew; why lweak. 


= wk Memories? And if they were Wiſe, 


wilt not thot "learn "Wiſdot'6f them 7 Tf they 
were Fools, why do we commend-them ? Why 
So we wrire Pane; Cn on their Names Why 
do'' we admite'*rthent> Why do'we wiſh; thar 
we' 'tmghr be as happy, as' they?" If they were 
fo Why wilt thou not'be a Follower of chent > 
Doſt+ thou ſee'them'concetn'd,” and canit thou 
ſtand like a- Rtatue 2/ Doſt thow ſee wich whit 


'Life 'anid: Zeal they fAll-on, and*art thou ſenfleſs? 


Doſt cliu ſce- thetn * buſie” ahi: -1nquifirive,"and 


aQive-about God's Kitigdom; and can they- in- 
ſpire flo induſtry into thee ? Doſt thou ſeehow 


Pp prize and value the incorruprible Crown, 
is alltoo little to perfiwate thee-into-a pra- 
Qical eſteem' of it?- What hinders thee? "What 
is "ſtops 'thy progreſs? Art thowlltill in love 
witty that which will-undo thes'X bv hy ſhould 
Father and Mother Wife and Children; Brethren 
and Siſters, Lands ' and Houſes: make the tole 


a-Crown # Hath God's'Favour"no''remprarion ? 
Ts rhere''no charm ihhis/ Love #'Harh Heaven 


no 


.no.; Beauty ?-; If thou tnuſt be tniſcrable, kadf 
.thou nor better be ſo here, rhan. hereafter? hall 
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the preſent food flatter thee into Eternal Hui 
Apglbecauſd aim Thee is pic ring '&, Wi 
ou prepare for being expell'd. our ie 
for ever? Will. 4 few pleaſant Cups - counter 
ballance thy everlaſting "Thirſt > Wilt taqu ven: | 
Ture an everlaſting Storm, for a. ' Calm?! 
And run the hazard of an. end! mpekt, fa 
a few Months Recreation? held, s = Mije 
runs away = yy World tobe lived, and 


Tr" I. 


wilt ow y ſl into that danger erous | 
Sea? Behold, w "ors Eliſha, and St* Joby 
the. Baptiſt ig _ the. Wilderneſs, that, thei 


Eyes may not. behold theſe fublunary vanities, 
and doſt thou long ro be in the Croud which 
wiſer Men deſire to-ibe rid .of ? Gogd Lord! 
Whom.do I intend to:pleaſe, God or the Devil? 
God I cannot pleaſe by. it, for he calls ro.me, 
Come owt from among them, my People, and be yt 
ſeperate, and touch not the unclean thing, and [| 
will recieve you, and ſhall 1 gratifie the Deyil | 
then? O Wretch that | am! the Devil was ae- | 
ver Crucified, for me, never fpilr one. drop of | 
Bloud for me, never endured ies for me; | 
he /never wore a Crown of Thorns for.me;he | 

neycr taſted of the ſhamefull death of che Crols : 
for me, and ſhall I Fly into his, Arms'?. How. of | 
ten hath he diſappoinred me in my Hopes and | 
Deſires, and ſhall 1 fawn vpon che Enemy ? Lay | 
torce upon his Kingdom of Darknels, in Jelpight ' 


of all rhe Bars — Bolts,” and Guargs wage 
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the Great King of Heaven purs berween me atid 
dithnation?2 I have been abuſed and cheated 
by ſin theſe many years, and fhall I be cheated 
ſill2 Does not my Blood rife at the very 
Thoughts of it > I that will not be cheated inmy 
Trade or Dealings with Men, ſhall I ſuffer my 
ſelf ro be impos'd upon by a 'ying Devil? And 
when I ſtudy how to be revenged on him, that 
hath ſold me a Pebble for a Pearl, a Briſtol! ftone 
for a Diamond, and endeavour to prevent the 
like deception for the time ro come ; Shall I, in 
theſe great concerns of my Soul, where the 
Cheat is ſo apparent, where todiſcoverit, I need 
do no more but open my Eyes, where God and 
his Holy Angels, and all the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel aſſure me of the fallacy, where the Chear 
is of that dangerous conſequenee too, and bor- 
ders upon Ercrnal Damnation ; Shall I be fo de> 
generous, ſo baſe, ſo low-ſpirited, as to ſuffer my 
ſelf to be thus groſly abuted and deceived 2 A 
Child will not be cheated of his Puppets,a Beaſt 
will not be cheated of his Meat, a Dog will not 
be cheated of his Bone ; and ſhall I alone be the 
{port of Devils 2 I> A Creature to whom God 
hath given Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and over. the Fowls of the Air, and overt 
every thing that moverh upon the Earth ? 
O Monſter | Why ſo cruel to my own Soul + 
Why ſo barbarous to. my immortal part z Wh 
ſo inhuman to my Spiritual Intereſt 2 Why 
mad to run into the Fire? Why fuch an Enemy 
to my own good 2 Haye not I Enemies enough, 
E bur 
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but I muſt make my Self my;greateſt Foe 2 Shall! 
Tjoyn with that roaring Lion, and teach hin} 


how todevour me? Shall I give -him adyantagg 
againſt my ſelf; Firſt, let him deceive me, and 
then laugh at me? Firſt; let' him ſeduce me inty 
the Net, and-then puniſh me for being \ taken? 
I believe my Children, if they 
they have ſeen ſuch a Houſe on Fire ; and be 
lieve my Neighbors,” if they aſſure me: there 


tell me, - that? 


are 'Thieves broke into my. Houſe ; and believe} 


a Phyſician; who affirms, That ſuch a Powde 


or Herb is perfeft poiſon ; And ſhall not I be? 
lieve that God, who hath prepar'd and fore-or| 


dain'd theſe ' everlaſting :Burnings I hear and 
read of, ':and - muſt needs know the terror de 
them 2 Shall not I believe him, when he tell; 
me, and proteſts upon the word of a God, that 


if I do not betake my elf betimes to. another! 
courſe of Life, I ſhall aſfuredly fall a Prey to! 
thoſe endleſs Burnings ? Say not,falſe Heart;hoy Þ 


ſhall I be ſure God hath faid ſo ? Either pro- 
feſs thy ſelf no Chriſtian, or confeſs it. Hall 
thou lived ſo long under the found of the Go- 
ſpel, and dar'{t thou harbor ſuch a Thought? 
I believe a Servant that tells me, That ſuch a 
Man is like to run away with the Goods I haye 


intruſted him with; and I believe a Stranger, ' 
that gives me warning not to be familiar with a * 
I am 


certain ſort of Perſons in the Country 
goingto; and I believe a- Traveller, that tells 
me, that'in ſuch an Ifland there are Mountains 
of Fire, and Mines of Sulphur burning conti- 
nually ; 


| 
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' nually ; DoIbelievean Enemy;/thar threarens to 


break my Head when hemeers me, and ſhall not 
believe tharGod, who is Truth it ſelf, that feeds 
meandprotects me,andknous allthings, and can 
doall thipgsand never intended meany harm;bur 
hath given me ſuch evidences of his'Kind Incli- 
nations to me, that I muſt deny my own Being, 
ifI queſtion-his: willingriels-to:have me come to 
the 'knowledge':of rhe Truth, -and our of -kind- 
neſs tells me» of my .danger z I:chuſe . a;preſent 
Agony toikeep:ioff an! After-cvil,and am content 


| to:prolong. Torment, fo I:may-bur prolong this 


Mortal :Life-; :and ſhall nor I, to. avoid thoſe 
endleſs /Tortures, mortifie./a filly Luftfubdue-my 
extravagant (Delires, - and _ inflift -{0' much Pe- 
nance onamy-4elf, as to caſhier all Darling! and 
boſom iniquities 2 :'What means: my Conſcience ? 
it's. not quiet/under- all the pleaſures of Sin ? It's 
ready to; accuſe me; when it gets me alone,. it 
twitches me, I find it is a hard matrer to rock it 
aſleep; and when I think it's faſt, like a Gianr, 
it awakes. again,and afirights me with flaſhes of 
the next Worlds flames; and ſhall I break 
through all thoſe Funeral Torches'to invade 
Damnation 2 Do what I can, it wounds me, 
lathes me, tears me, andlike ſome Blood=hound 
follows me, and'I condemn my ſelf before any 
Creature: accuſes me; it's not to be bribed” with 
Money,” -not.to  be-huſh'd' with rhreatnings, «not 
to be tied with Cords, not to be bound with 
Ropes, and, Lord, Shall nor I ſuffer my ſelf 
to be taken Captive by the King of Saints / Such 

E 2 Expolſtu- 
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Expoſtulations, if the Heart be not all Rock 
__ Adamant, cannot- bur ſtartle the Sinner in 
his Licentiouſnels, make him ſtamp with hig 
Feet, and force him into other Reſolutions; 
which is the third Ingredient of this great An 
Confideration. | 


II. Strong Reſolution. This is the neceſſary cons 
ſequent of the preceding Expoſtulations, if they 
be ſerious, wt, not uſed only out of Formality; 
and the Soul, that is by this time ſtung into a 
ſenſe of its danger, and . cries out, Lord, What 
have I done ? will ſoon fall from thence into ſuch 
Reſolutions as theſe : 'Does the Caſe ſtand thus, 
and mult my ſinful Life expire into the Worm 
that dies not 2 Mult my Frolicks die into endlels 
howlings 2 And muſt my ſport of Sin be cruſh 
into never-dying Anguith? And my wilful cons 
tempt and neglect of God's Will, be turned into 
Chains of darkneſs for ever? Is it {o as God hath 
told me? (And why ſhould he tell me ſo, if it were 
not ſo?Why ſhould he fright me with painted Fire? 
And how could it conſiſt with his Wiſdom and Ins 
tegrity to deceive me with Bugbears and Chimes 
ra's?) If this be the fate of a ſinful Life, then tell 
me no more of Dalilah's, tell me no more of 
Impediments, or Excuſes, or Delays. If this 


be the fearful Exit of Senſuality and Irreligiouls } 


nels, there is no dallying with ſin; P11 get rid 


of it, Whatever it coſt me; Ill hearken to its ! 
foir Airs no longer ; Fll be charm'd no- more | 
with the lovely. looks of that Harlot ; its curious ! 
Dreſſes * 
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Dreſſes, its treacherous Glances ſhall commir a 
Rape upon-my AﬀeCtions no longer. 1 will not for 
afewjolly hours negle& my Erernal Safety ; E- 
ternity isnot a thing tobe made light of; Tbelieve 
there is ſuch athing, and why ſhouid ] be ſuch a 
Changeling as not to provide for it with all ima- 

inable Care and Induſtry 2 T am gone. Farewel 
Applauſe and Greatneſsof the World, Farewel ye 
little ſhooting Flames of ſenſual Pleaſures, which 
ſerve only to delnde, - not to revive or enlighten, 
an Immortal \Soul. Farewel Cards 'and Dice; 
and all thoſe Trinkets' of / the Devil; whereby 
beſotted Mea loſe their Time,and Peace; Time, 
What can; be mare coſtly? Peace, What can be 
of greater--value? Farewel fine Cloaths,: and 
richer Habits, which ferved'only to'feed Pride 
and Luxury. - Pride, What can'be hiker the De- 
vil? Luxury, What cati be” more unmanly ? 
Farewel Oftentation and Vain-glory,for which I 
have fo often ſacrificed, not only my Wealth , 
but my Reſt and Quier roo. - Farewel Applauſe 
and Acclamartions of the giddy Crowd, which 
have ſwelld, and blown up my Heart fo often, 
| and made me enamour'd with my finful Self, 
Farewel-my old acquaintance, that cocker'd and 
help'd to- pleaſe thote Luſts I now abhor.: Fare- 
wel ye dangerous Friends, that would have” 
- dragg*d /me into Hell, and would have had me 
; kind to you, even unto Ecernal Fire.” Farewel 
* unhappy Men, who would have made me ven- 
| fure on the burthen of God's Anger , which 
1s | Devils cannot bear, and tempted me to be mi- 
es E 3 {crable 
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ſerable for companies, fake ; I muſt either have 
no Peace: with God, os none with your; !! The! 
friendſhip, of ; God, and,the.World:;are nicompas | ic 
ible, and would: you have me keaye-.my God, | þ 
my Happineſs, my , Joy; my. Comfort, my Res | 7 
fuge, my. Hiding-place,'-my Riches, : my- Treas | « 
ſure, to follow. you tro -a place of ;endleſs Tors: | *) 
ments 2 I ſce through all theſe Cobwebs; I ſel. | n 
I ſee what all your Follies will come'rog I am: | G 
convinced, that if there be; a Happineſs hereaf-' | 
ter, as b am .perſuaded-.;there is, the/courle ye: | G 
take, cannot; be the way'to: that Paradiſe; Mo» } d 
leſt me no. more, it,,is in::vain, PFll-be chous'd: | 
no, more ;. {ſeek out Arguments; find our flats | Si 
teries, , make your motives as ſtrong as you | wW 
pleaſe, as.cogent as your can ;bur with:me they* | fe 
ſhallnot prevail. Herethey ſhall-find noharbour.- | p! 
T1] have. nothing to-do with-rheſe Pyrats:' Theys | w 
have been ready to;ſink my Veſſel: They had | : 
{wallow'd me, up quick, if God hadinotbeen on | A 
my {ide. - They had devoured me;: if God had'! d 
not watch'd over me, I: 'thank thee;:'O- God, C 
that thow, haſt not taken away my Life with fin- * ti 
ners: I will climb Mount Sion, Fll aſcend: God's } h 
Holy Hill; Fll be kept: in Meſbech, in the Tents | E 
of Keaar, . no longer. Lift up your Heads, O| t: 
ye Gates,, and be ye lift up, ye. everlaſting} #: 
Doors !-1ll enter ; I will-force my way*through, | © 
all the Impediments of this flatt'ring World. | t 
What ſhould hinder me 2 Shall tribulation, or} t 
aiſtreſs, or perſecution , 'or famine, - or 'nakedneſs, | |. 
or peril, or ſword > Theſe can bur kill the Boys Y 
ut 
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but I-have an immortal Soul to-ſaye {If 1 ſecure. 
that; 'T- Recure all; and I ill{ecure it whateyer 
it coſt!me;/ | 1 will not act contrary tomy own 

ualions any more : ' Iam perſuaded that: all ' 
my worldly Glories will have a petiod, and that 
they contribute:nothing to my real Happineſs. 
'Tis a' practical feryenr love of God that mult 
make-me happy ; This'is it muſt- inticle- me to 
God'seveflaſting Mercies;this I believe, this Iam 
confidenr- of, according/to this Faith; FI , a&. 
God holds' out a 'Crown'to -me, and ſhall I be 
dull and lazy under that. Glorious profpe@t? I 
ſce'the'Royal Diadem afar-off, leap-our, O my 
Souls, -ro- reach ir; it's: worth laboaring , it's 
worth wreſtling, it's worth/{weating/and toiling 
for day-an& night.'See; ſee, how toget Bread, the 
poor Miner'digs in a/poor'and lonely - Vault, 
while the Works over his/head threaten him:with: 
falling in-every hour,andcruſhing hioz to:death: 
And thall'I fear dangers;in {triving to. be abun- 
dantly” ſatisfied for ''ever | with! the fatneſs of 
God's Houſe 2 I ſee a Ciry which hath Founda- 
tions, whoſe Builder and: Maker is God; I be- 
hold afar off a Houſ& made wirhour Hands, 
Eternal in'the- Heavens; '' Farewel 'Temprtartions, 
tarewel corrupt deceirful Heart, Til believe thy 
falſe ſuggeſtions no'longer, 1 have a ſurer word 
of Prophecy to lay hold'of, How often haſt 
thou taught me to cover-my ſins with plauſible 
names, ' that, I might ' not” be” forc'd' to leave: 
them? What > Will-the' Almighry be blinded 
with foft” Titles 2 -Is he aſlcep, like Baal, or 
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one a Journey, or doth he forget, or is he- tg 
Þe cajoled into approbation of ſuch doings } 
Whar doſt thou make of bim?> Doſt thou think 
him to be ſome Heathen Deity, that hath Eyes, 
and ſees not, Ears, and hears not, a Heart and 
underſtands not > Canſt thou draw a Curtain 
before the Eyes of infinite Wiſdom 2 Will he, 
whoſe underſtanding cannat by ſearching be 
found out, be thus deluded 2 Is he a Child, 
which thou canſt play withal 2 Doſt thou call 
him God, and forget that he pries into all thy 
deſigns and purpoſes, and intentions ? Falſe, 
fooliſh Heart ! Art thou not aſhamed of this So- 
phiſtry 2 Wilt thou make me believe, that 
White is Black and Black White, and bereave 
me of my Senſes 2 I remember thy Cheats, I 
have not forgat how thou haſt ſoothed me in 
a tempeſt of a roaring Conſcience , how haſt 
thou darkned my Eyes , what Fumes , what 
Miſts, haſt thou caſt before me, that I might not 


ſee the true nature of ſinful ations ? how haſt | 
thou prompred me to call my pride, Decency ; | 


my Covetouſneſs, Frugality ; my Drunkenneſs, 


Good-fellowſhip-; my Revenge, Vindication of | 


my Honour ; my Uncleanneſs,and Laſciviouſnels, 


{ 
6G 


Impoſiibility of reſiſting the diates of Narurs ; | 
my ſlandering of others, ſaying but what I hear 2 | 
as if God did not ſee my inſide as well as out- | 


ſide, or could be deceivd with ſhadow and * 


varniſh, and were not reſolv'd ro waſh away 


theſe curious Colours with Rivers of flaming 


Brimſtone ! How often haſt thou bid me call my. | 


greater | 
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greater Enormities, innocent Mirth, and made 
me look on them, as Men do on objects throygh 
the wrong end of a Perſpetive-Glals, as if God 
were alrogether ſuch an one as my felf, and 
would therefore be contented to call my Fayou- 
rite Vices, Peccadillo's , becauſe my elf was 
loth to call them by another name ! How often 
haſt thou flatter'd me with deceitful Riches , 
if I would but give my ſelf that liberty my ir- 
religious Neighbors uſe! How often haſt thou 
tempted me with the famous examples of pro- 
ſperous Men, that have been ſtrangers to Seri- 
ouſneſs and Heavenly-mindedneſs | How haſt 
thou diſparaged Piety, to me, as a ſneaking qua- 
lification, and repreſented Sin as the Royal way 
ro Credit and Reputation! Away with thele 
Fables, Il! be trapann'd and ſooth'd no more ; 
Coax Children with ſuch Bables;, know too 
much to be ravith'd with theſe borrow'd Glo- 
ries. God hath ſpoken once, twice havel heard 
it, nay athouſand times have I heard it, 7hat he 
that overcomes ſhall not be hurt by the ſecond death : 
which is, thateverlaſting ſeparation of the Soul, 
from the Great, and Glorious Preſence of God ; 
And what overcoming can he mean, but con- 
quelt of ſuch treacherous ſuggeſtions > If I 
overcome thee, | do my work. If I maſter 
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me long Life, aud: Eaſe,” and Plenty, if would 


ſteam out my golden years in vanity, and' bru-: 
tiſh'Delights, as if-my youtlr had been t60 good! 


for God, and'God; when® he woo'd me'to- Obe- 


diehce , came' but to'torment me as-the- evil 
Spirit faid _in'the'Gofpel,” before my time, as-if 


I were the great difpoſer 6fmy time, and could 
command my Ape to flouriſh at- Fourſcore! How 


haſt thou bid me'delay my.Repentance and'Seti-: 


ouſhels , *'a4nd' give me hopes that I ſhould 


fiftd#9 convenient time” hereafter ,, when: T- could 
keep” Sint an& the” Worldnv longer! as if Re 


petitance' were*th' my' owh.hands, and: I could 
command-it to attend' me-at my pleaſure, and'as 
if.it were'# work ro be Wiſpatch'd with a figh 
or groan”! 'How haſt-chou*tempted me to ſin,un- 


der a pretence'that none ſhould {ee ir; or if the 
{in could not be*Kepr Rerer, none' ſhould-know- 


that I had ahand' in- it';;*as if God did 'not fee 
by nighr as well'as by day, and a private cor» 
ner could:keep' out Omniporence' ; or as'if God 
{ate like at ile Pilot 1n- Heaven, without re- 
parding how thegtear Ship of this World is go- 


-verned | How halſt' thou! under the colour of a 


ſingle fin; invdlv'd-me-into a neceſſity of ad- 
ding another, #nibeen reftleſs till I have'added 
more to {upport" tlie reſt ! And - how treache- 
rotfly haſt thon'bid me'walk in the counſel of 
theungodly, when' it' was but to' engage me to 
{ſtand-in the'way' of {mners, and'then ta make 
me fit down'in' rhe ſeat of rhe ſcornful ! How 
haſtthot-prompted me to palliate mine e_—_ 
all 
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and! to lay it ar other Mens doors? Loe! This 
L have found, that God at firſt did make'me up- 
rizht, bur thou haſt taught me to, ſeek our'many. 
inventions, tricks how to be undone, ways how 
romakemy ſelf worſe than the Beaſts rhar periſh. 
Go, couzener; tell thy ſtories to Men, that wilt 
not hear rhe 'Fruth ; I' will hear, whatthe LotU. 
will fay to me. 'O God! T need no accuſer, ip, 


ſcience condemns 'me, my Judge firs in, my” Soul 
my 'Eyes, my Hands, my Feer, the Thearre, the 
Alchouſe, the Tavern , they give in evidence, 
againſt me. My actions fill me with ſhame, the 
very Cloaths,l wear, contribute to my confuſjon. 
Deceitful Heart! How haſt thou bid me traſt to- 
broken Reeds, and lean on props which were. 
rotten'and decay'd! ' I have ſeen enough of thy. 
falihood and inconftancy, P11 be held no longer,, 
Fil ftay no longer in Sodom. Thee flowery. 
Meadows, this cnamell'd graſs ſhall make me, 
lie down no more, I ſee there is death in the 
Por, and the great day will be upon me for 
all the ſeeming delay, before this poor belot- 
ted World is aware. | 


I come, Lord, I'll ſtand out againſt thy Calls 
no longer ; I do hear thy voice, and I'll harden 
my heart no more. Ir is the yoice of my Be- 
loved that knocks, I will ariſe and let him in. 
Awake up, my Glory, awake ; I have ſlumber'd 
long enough. Get up my ſkepy Aﬀettions, the 

Lord 
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Lord is at hand, My heart is hot within me, 
the fire of God burns within; me. 
wilt thou ſpread open thy Arms to a wretch, that 
hath been fill'd with Unrighteouſne(s and. De. 
ceit ; and having known the Judgment of God, 
that they who commit ſuch things are worthy of 
death, hath not only done the fame, but hath 
had pleaſure in themrthat do them |. Is there yer 
Mercy. in ſtore for ſuch a Rebel> Will God be 
yet intreated? Then, I chearfully renounce rhe 
Devil and all his Works. O God to whom ven- 


geance belongs,ſhew thy ſelf. Ariſe, Lord ! Let 


all thine enemies be ſcatter'd, eyen my Sins, as 
ſmoak is driven away, fo drive them away, as 


wax meltcth, before the fire, even fo let my Sins / 


riſh at the. Preſence of God. I: know the 
World will laugh at me for this reſolution, bur 
Vil give them leave to mock ; if I can bur-get 
into yonder Bleſſed and Eyerlaſting Manſions, 
heh on, ye Mad-men, I have a God will ho- 
nour me. Jf there be a future Judgment, and 
Men ſhall be rewarded according to their works, 
and God will be ſo {eyere againit ſtubborn ſin- 


.Ners as he hath threatned, ( and indeed he can- 


not” be God without it; to be God, and not 
true tohis Word, implies a contradiction, ) then 
{ure I am, the rich, the voluptuqus, the carnal 
Men of this World, that make {uch proviſion 
for the fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereot, muſt cer» 
tainly be in a more miſcrable condition than 
I. Methinks I fee how they tremble before rhe 
Throne, They thought ir below them here on 

| carth 


O my God, 
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earth to make Religion their Buſineſs, merhinks 
I ſee how aſham'd they are of their folly, how 
the wretches bluſh ro ſee, that God hath cho- 
ſen the fooliſh, things of the Word to confound 
the Wiſe, Merthinks I hear them cry our ro 
Rocks and Mountains, Fall on tus, aud hide us 
from the Face of him'thar ſits on the Throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. O how their 
Thoughts ar that time will be all changed, and 
alltheir Triumphs be turned into Funerals 2 Me- 
thinks 1 fee, how Herod is confounded to fee the 
Humble Baptiſt advanced above the Kings, 
and Princes of this World, even that Bapriff, 
whom he valued not halfe ſo much, as he did a 
Strumper, whom, for {ports ſake, he could be- 
head and deprive of Life to ſave his Repuration 
among Flatterers, and Sycophants! Merthinks I 
ſee how the bloody Nero ſtarts to ſee Paul the 
Priſoner deck'd with Robes of Eternal Light, 
that Pau! who fell a Sacrifice to his pleaſure, 
and whom he would have diſdained to fet with 
the Dogs of his Flock ! I quake at the diſmal 
ſight, my Thoughts are fil”'d with horror ! ll be 
wiſe before it be too late, I will not hazard my 
Soul as moſt Men do; O how 1 blame my felf for 
ſerving Sin and the World thus long | Had God 
inatchr me away in that diſmal fervice, how 
dreadful would my wages have been? Bleſſed be 
God, who harh been thus patient with me ; V1l 
treſpaſs no longer upon his Long-ſuffering. Come 
ye Miniſters of the Goſpel, tell me whar I muſt 
do to be Sayed ; lead me, dire; me, FH follow, 
and 
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and neither Men nor Devils ſhall draw me away, 
Teach me to ſing the Songs of Zen. Inftrue 
me:how to prefer Jeruſalem above my. chief Joy, 
Shew:me the path-of Life, leave nor my. (Saul: 
in. Hell. Pull it out of the Fire.; have made a 
ſolemn: choice of God for my. portion. - 'Let 
me.know, how I muſt love him : .Þ'll obey ,your 
Counſel. Tll-a&t :according . to. your direQions. 
Be.not afraid of me, I will not, turn back in 


the day of Bartel. I have done with theſe ſtoljen- 


Waters ; I ſee no feliciry that riſes from bathing; 
in thoſe dangerous ſtreams ; they may lull ant 
charm for a while, but leave the . Soul empty, 
T any Man had reaſon to find fatisfaQtion. in 
them, Solomon had, who had Riches and :Pow- 
er, and Luſt enough to range where he pleas'd; 


yer when he had walk'd through the whole 


Garden of {ſenſual Pleaſures, cropt the choiceſt 
Flowers, fed upon the moſt luſcious Fruits, leit 
nothing unattempted to know the utmoſt reach 
of that Fools Paradiſe, ſcarch'd all the by-places 
and corners,where they {aid the treaſures of (atis- 


faction lay, unravell'd all the ſecret Intrigues. ' 


of Sin, ranſack'd all the hidden myſteries ot it ; 
when he had thus wander'd up and down, and 
almoſt loſt himſelf in that unhappy Labyriath, 
the Verdict he gives of all is this, Vanity of Ya- 
nities, mighty Nothings, perfe&t Trouble, and 
vexation of Spirit ; and then proteſts that the 
only fatisfaction that's ſolid, and like to laſt, 
lies in fearing God, and keeping his Command- 


ments. That's ir, I ſee, Men are forcd to con-: | 
fels | 
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fels at laſt, and'too:ioften whenit, is £00 late. 
I ſee. moſt Men are:6f another mind when they 
come to die, to whatithey'were in the time: of 
their ſtrength, and health, and (hberty;;.and:thar 
ſeriouſneſs they. fotmerly derided ;:they then 
wiſh for ., when the i Sentence ::is/\paſling upon 
them, Cut them 'down;' why : doi they. cnumber the 
ond? The Pearl they might formerly haye 
ad at a reaſonable price, and: would nor, oy 
now-would purchaſe with ten 'thouſand wo 
if they: had them, and: cannot.” This it is, to 
turn the:Grace of God into wantonnels, to play 
with: the Glorious :Meflage ſent to them by the 
Great Bridegroom:of their Souls, and to make 
light of invitations to the. Supper 'of the 'Lamb.! 
O Folly! O Madnefs'! 'O:monttrous Stupidiry:! 
O my Soul, come not thou" into* their'ſecret ,. unto 
their afſembly, mine honour, be not thaw wnited.. Vl 
take warning by+theſe fad examples. + Their 
imprudence thall make we wiſey their indifcre- 
tion ſhall make me rake another courſe. 1 ſee 
there.are ſnares laid for my Soul,- I am * beſer 
with "Temptations. If':I tremble -at. the 'main 
Ocean, a ſhallow Puddle is oftet'd- me ro drown 
my ſelf in. What ſhould make the Devil ſo-bu- 
ſie, ſo earneſt, ſo induſtrious'/to draw my: Soul 
away from the fountain of living Waters 2 Wirh- 
out all peradventure -he ſees, what Happineſs 
It's capable of,even of a Happineſs, which knows 
neither. meaſure.nor .end. He ſees, how - care- 
ful the Angels are of it, how they ſolicit ir to 
avouch the Lord. for its' God. - He was orice 
in 
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in Heaven, and knows that Holy Souls ſhall 
poſſeſs the ſears of the Apoſtate Spirits, and 
that whar he loſt they ſhall enjoy, the Digni 

he and his diſmal Aſſociates forfeited, chey ſhall 
inherit, and the Thrones he and his crew did 
once triumph in, ſhall fall to their ſhare. He ſees 
how fair, a Soul redeem'd with the Blood - of 
Chriſt ſtands for this high preferment ; He ſees 
the Inclinations and Propenſions it hath to take 
up with God alone; and to divert the ſtream, 
he drefſes our Sin in ſeveral garbs, thar if one 
will not tempt me, another may. Bur, O my 
God, Sin ſhall infinuate into my Favour no more, 
it ſhall creep into my Boſom no more, Ill avoid 
all familiarity with it, I11 hug the Monſter ng 
more, I'll take ir no longer for a harmleſs thing, 
it ſhall be my Darling, my Benjamin, no more, 
my Eyes ſhall be no longer pleas'd with viewing 
of it, my Tongue ſhall commend and praiſe it 
no more, I'll open my Door to the fatal Gueſt 
no more; My faint oppoſitions ſhall be turn'd 
into ſtronger reſiſtances, I'll call up my Blood | 
and Courage to withſtand ſuch jugles, I have re | 
folv'd, and my Heart ſhall be carried our after 
this Idol no more. Come my Soul, awake 
to higher Thoughts, and Hopes,and Labours. A+ 
way with thy ſluggiſh withes,and with thy dull 
endeavours. Are theſe fir for ſeeking Ecernal 
Joys? Doth a creeping, pace beſctem a Man that 
is reſolved for Eternity 2 The voice of the Lord 
is powerful, the voice of the Lord is full of 


Majeſty, the voice of the Lord breaks _ Ce 
aſs | 


- 
id 
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dars, the voice of the Lord ſhakes the. Wil- 
dernefs:” And? art thou the only Creature, 
whom it'tahnot- ſhake It's' done,” mine Eyes 
arc'open "and I am relolyed.” It was refolu- 
tion made the 'rliree” Men; Shadrach, Meſhech, 
and Abturego, adventure into a' fiery Furnace, 
It was Reſolution made St: Paul ready, notto ſuf 
fer only, "but to die'at Feruſalem for the Name 
of Jeſus;''' Tt was Reſolution made David's Wor- 
thies entet'into the 'Camp'of rhe! Philiſtines, and 
draw Watet our' of the Well. of' Bethlehem, - It_ 
was Reſoltition made 7znatizs deſpife Fire, atid 
Sword,” and wild Beaſts, to procyre the fayour of 
him'whom'his Soul did Tove: It was: , | 
Reſolution made the Grecian © 'Wo- Pc nag = 
man endure the- Rack, and when 

prompted by the Execurioner to confeſs her Af- 
ſociates in the Treaſon, bire her Tongue in pieces 
that: ſhe mighr'nor_ be'in'a poſlibility of berray- 


ing her Partners in the Conſpiracy. 
It was: Reſolution made * Matizs  * 14 16d. 


ſtand ſtill, and unconcern'd, while | 
his right hand burn'd. It was Reſolurion mad 


Empedocles ſacrifice himſelf ro the Flames © of 


Ztna,'.. It- was Refolution made Ayaxarthus. 
when his Bones were cruſht, make ſport with 
his Tormenrs', and cry oil, Break, Break the 
Carkaſs of Anaxarchus, tut his Mind you ſhall never 
treak,” It was Refolution made Reguliss fling 
himſelf into the mercileſs arms of his Enemies, 
and fuffer- himſelf to be ſtung and prickt” to 
death. Ir was Reſolution made Artilys fit down 

F cheit- 
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Chearfully in che Fiery, Chaip., his. Perlenurors 
had prepared. for; him, and; fay, . {15,20 76 tha 
do eat Children, but it's\..y 0, that devour , innocent 
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ce her fellow. Chriſtiags,, rhough \ſhe. was 
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loving, Saviour calls t9 me-fxgm. his Grols; .Waſh, 
ye; make/yedean, -/puti 4Way the -,cv;it-of your, 
doings, from before-mine eyts, ceaſe tg dg. evil, 
learn to!do'well ; a holy Sandtitying JpArit bec- 
kens mie: The'grdat God; thatmight laugh. ar 
my Calamity; and mock when my. tear comas, 
becauſe tiechath call'd; and-l refuſed, becauic,he 
hath ſooften'ſ{tretched forth bis: hands,uato me, 
and haveimor regarded; this: great, his. render 
Father; -after all rheiwtongs, / and Injuries, and 
abuſes;.and inſolences +] have 'ofter'd; him, 'is 
willing/to- receive me;-/provided 11 be! faithful 

to him; run no- mare after orher Lovers, ,and re- 
ſign my: ſelf to be | guided, governed,  and-di- 
reed bythim..: And'dan Irehit that Love? Can 
} hardeh imy heart -againſt;;theſe'ohagms:? Can 

I refuſe this. Kindnets 2; Spurn at,this Favour? 
Slighr-thisdupendious Blefding ? - Aud:prayoke 
himto fiear in'his wrath] that 7. ſhall, yewer.er- 

ter intd "his reſt.!| No; toil yield, :4:nender [my 
{cif Captive; ; O Godiithwu {colt nay heart, 4 
have no'rcſervations.. 1:laydownralkaztby feet. 
Cover my(head in the day, of 'Raryle--!..Jhfpire 
me, Tle: run the Race 'which- 1s-{er-befere-me. 
By thee'will-1 run; through a 'Froop, iwith-my 
God will leap over &- Wall. - Fleparſue mine 
Enemies ,and overtake. them: ;. neither- will! d 
rurn again,” till ] have:conſumed them!: (Behold, 
they that- are with me, arc/ 'more: than thoſe 
which are againtt me.”: Behold, . rhe Mountain 
is tuilof Horlcs. and Chariots of Fire round 
about”Eliſba, -- 1he Lord is.wich, -me; he on 
F 2 © 
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of Facob is'my refuge, ' I am convinc'd, that} 


God's Service is perfect freedom. He that enter | 


upon it, is under the government-of-a, lawful 
Prince, his Life is {\weet and eafie, he feels -no 


Tyranny, no Oppreſlion'; the King with ever | 


laſting' kindneſs viſits him, and guides: his feet 


into the ways of Peace, gives his Angels charge} 
to keep him in his going out, and in his | 


ming ut, and will not ſuffer any of his Boties to 
be broken. He is with him in Diſtreſs, and 
when he weeps, holds a botle under to catch hy 
Tears. Pſal. 56. 8. He 'binds up his Wound, 
and is a- wall of braſs to him, a wall that ſtands 
firm under the flaſhesof Hell,and daſhes all the &+ 
ery darts of the Devil. He covers him with tus 
feathers, and his Truth is his ſhield and Buckler, 
His eyes watch over him, and his cars are open 
co his Prayers. He protects him from the Pelti 


lence that walks in Darkneſs, and from the de | 


ſtruction that waſts ar Noon-day. His Groat- 


ings arc not hid from him, and he preſerves him} 
in all his ways. He takes notice-of his Work! 


eas ta 


| 


and Labour of Love, and there is a Book of Re! 


membrance written before him, for them ch | 


fear the Lord, and think upon his Name. Here 


Men are free from laviſh fear, as being unde} 
the wings of a Father. Here nothing but Love} 


rules in their Hearts, which makes their Yoke 
eaſie, and their Burthen light ; makes the ſtrait 
Gate pleaſant, and the narrow Way full of de 
light and Satisfaction. Here Pcace of Corr 
{cxence reigns, a Peace, which is nor pro 
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Riches or- Plemty; 'or the Worlds deceitful 
Zlory,* or'a 'multitude'of Children, or Strengrh 
of Body-;/ x Peace which kills the Worm within, 
and frees the Soul from ' her priſon- of Grief 
and Sorrow; a Peace which purifies the Mind 
from all Uncleanneſs, and is'abed' of Roſes, in- 
rich'd by Showers from above ;/ 'a Peace: which 
is moft truly Gods Banquering-houfe, Chriſts-Pa- 
lace, and the Habitation of rhe/Holy Ghoſt ; 
a Peace Which is felr-on Earth, yer taſts already 

of Heaven; a Peace which fills the- Soul wit 
greater Joy than Jacob's coming from the-Field 
did the'amorous Rachel, or Joſeph's being alive, 
the heart of the aged:/Patriarch.' - Here-Men fir 
quice unde” their. 'owht Vine, -and\under-thcir 
own Fig-ttee, andthe Subjedts'of 'rhis King- 
dom are acquainted with Joy-in the Holy Gholt, 
Here they are ſecure. ”\'The Enemy may*moleſt, 
bur he cannot break: them. He'may-ſhew his 
Teeth, bur'he carinot bite; he may rage, but he 
cannot raviſh thent out of -God's hands. He 
may rajle a'ftorm, but -cannor overthrow their 
Veſlel;; fer their Houſe/or' fire, but cannot con- 

ſume'them ; rain Brimſtone'upon them, bur the 
have'a Zyar to flee to,” Here the Love of God 
illuminates their Minds, purifies their Conſci- 
ences, eſtabliſhes their Souls, makes glad their 
Hearts, and uniges rhem to that Light, which 
= arp eyery Man that comes into the World. 
cre the gv1l ſpirirs of their fins are cait our, 
and the ſpirit of God enters into them, even 
the ſpirit of Joy, the ſpirit of Power, of Love, 
| F 3 and 
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and: of 4,ſoujid Mind;; Here Men axe freed; trony | 
the Curſe of the Law) and: their. Minds are en 
ployed/ in: the -nobleſt Egrtemplagons.., | Here 
they, dwellit the ſecretiphact of c 1he;i moſt; {digh, | 
ud. abide: \nndir the; ſhadow; of the Alwaghty., Her 
Fle fix,] ere: lle build (Labernacles,' forjt's.go 
to.\be: heres Awaycwithicall luggeſtiqns |,that 
wobld inadke me unwilling: af backward; Fe, this | 


ration.is lame and feeble: It's practical;Conlider | 
rationthat mult; do the, wark, and. it is, theſe re * 


nnd make, it ſo 4; the neceſlity , of;1 which | 
. ideration, 1S the! next: thing I muſt endeat 
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if contriving how we may arrive to that ful- 
neſs of Joy God hath both reveal'd and promij- 
ſed, be indiſpenſibly neceſlary, this Conſidera- 
tion muſt be fo too. If Self-preſervation be not 
a thing indifferent, Conſideration cannat poſſs 
bly be ſo.. For the great -obje of this Conſiders» 
tion, is , | how we. may. preſerve _qur ſelves 
from being .undone for ..cvcr ; how. we may 
guard our . Souls from. eyerlaſting Perdition ; 
how we. may avoid: the . ſecond Neath ; and 
how we may make our Happineſs laſting and | 
durable, proof againſt the gates of Hell, and the 
allaults of the roaring Lion, . which walks about | 
ſeeking whom: he may deyour. 

. God, that commands all the Powers. of Lipht 
and Darkneſs, and hath theſame power, over: us, 
that the Potrer hath over his Veſſel, and hath 
made us, capable of being governcd by Moral 
Laws, and\hath created us on purpoleto be rea- 
dy at his beck, and may force, us into. obedience, | 
by Plagues and Thunders, if we are loth to -be | 
courted by Smiles and Favours : God who owes 
no. Man any. thing, who gives Life to all, who | 
- hath made all things for his Glory, who is in | 
- all places, and Allin All; who can be, preſent by | 
- Vengeance, where he is-.not preſent ) Grace, | 
who can be felt, but cannot be ſeen, , who holds | 
all things, fills all things, ſurrounds all things, ! 
excels all rhings, ſuſtains all things, and afar off | 
fees all the Dangers we are ſubject to.and knows | 
what Armies of Enemics lic in Ambuſh, and | 


watch our fall ; it's he, that peremptorily com- | 
mands | 
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mands this Conſideration. A Sovereign Pringe' 
es to.be obey'd; and he thar dares refule' 
orflight his reaſonable Command, is juſtly lookt 
upona5a ſtranger to'LoyalPrinciples: And welf/ 
may God, who is. All-wiſe, and can do nothing 
thars unreaſonable, except Submilſſion'to a Pres 
cepe [6 great, ſo good, {v advantageous bork 6 
Soul and , Body, as will appear im the ſequel, 
Confider your ways, is a Law which God (to thew 
he is' in good carheſt,) Samaon Log i the 
ſame Prophecy, Haze."t. 5.7. And for that the 
Fovildh) oaths Fa hea the "thing is efts- 
bliſhed Ly” God, ſaid Foſeph to Pharaoh, Gen:-Fi 
32, The ſame may we fay of repeated*Exhor- 
rations, And . indee.|,' when the famous Moſs 
bids the Peoplerunder his charge and” care, to 
keep 'the Statutes and rhe -Commandments 
which God had Graciouſly vouchſafed them, 
that it might go well with them, 'and with their 
Children after them ; the great Pieparative hi 
requires for this Religious frame, is Conſidera« 
tion, Dent, 4. 39. 40. as if without this, all 
attempts of Obedience were vain; and all endea- 
vors to ſerve Gad in Spirit and Truth, were'no 
more. but water ſpilt upon the ground. As'if 
without this, the Thunders of Mount Sina,” the 
Voice of God, the Love wherewith he loved 
them, the Tendernels he ſhewd them, the 
Signs , the Wonders', the' mighty Hand , the 
ſtrerched-our Arm , ' rhe great Terrot - Goe 
brought - upon the Nation round about ther; 
would be no motives to Serjoulnefs, It was 
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n, the. James accoung. that. St, Paul, as 
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the Mind that fir{k, repreſents che unlawful, pica- 
ſure of. it-ro, he, Sinner, and this,inflames his At 
(eras; this imbibes, the; ſubtle MR qd 
ſpreads it throughthe.groller parts, :and ſeererly 


conveys it to. all the vital Spirits, wll,cthenwhole 
Head doth ake and; the whole Heart grows lick. 
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render, the Sin” deteftabls, odious and prejudF 
cial t6 Soul and Body ; and this will ſoon pu 
the Aﬀetions into a Holy rage to ſecure 'G 


- 


Favour : 'Whidti' was the. reaſon, no doubr, 'w 


har Farher lefe bis Eftare and Money to his Seq, 


with this” condition, that be ſhquld: eyery day 


think a quarter 'of an” hour, becauſe he' knew | 
that would at laft, by the Grace of God, work | 
upon the Will, and engage the AﬀeRions to ems | 


brace a nobler objeQ. marco; 
- And becauſe: the mare Ones , The Tore 
Flowers, rhis Conſideration feeds upon,cthe' more 


4 - 


effecual it, is, qd the'preater {erioulnel'it 7 


duces, and the more ſignal change it wer 


the Holy Ghoſt therefore, in'order ro this end, | 
particularizes ſeveral ' rhings, and commands | 
them to be taken In, As promoters of this excels | 


Tent'work. Herice it is, that we are ſometimes 
called upon ro tonlidder our later end, Peyt. 32.29; 


becauſe the Man that rhinks much of his Jeath, 
is molt Tikely ro djero rhe vahirics of the world; | 
and to value choſe things ar a very low rats, | 
Which, when he-corhes ro die, can give himno 


- 


ſolid farisfa&tion, 'Samerimes thc works of God 
Fecleſ. 7. r7. becatiſe reflefting on their Beauty, 
Excellency ,” and” the Wiſdom ' of God} that 
ſhines in. them,” Will ablipe' ys to admire him 
whoſe - hand-hath: made alf this, and ro pay him 


thit"RefpeX and Reverence; which fuch”tran- 
ſcendent Gagdneſs challengerh. - Somerimes”rhe 
Lilics of the Field, Mar.'6. 28; that rhe dbinb 
Creatures may Head us to'a {ſpotleſs innocence, 
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and enflame our, hearts with a Holy. Ambicion,.rto 
be ane of thol(e, that ſhall walk wich the Son of 
God in-Whice., Sometimes. the laſt, Judgment, 
or the, great Account Mcn mult. giye of, their 
Works, whether they have, been good, or whey 
ther they. have been evil, Pſal;,59., 22. for this 
will fight a Man away from himſelf, make him 
fight againſt his Luſts, and walk by 'Rule, and 
preſcribe limits 'to, his unruly Paſlions.., Some; 
rimes the Teſtimonies of God, . the Sweetuels, 
Beauty, Perfection, Worth and Excellency, of 
them, Pſal. 114. 95. becaule they: are fo agree; 
able ro the 'Txuth imprinted on our minds, to tur 
table to the notions of God written on the ta- 
bles of our hearts, that we cannor but. cloſe 
with them and.take them for our heritage for 
ever, - Sometimes the furure Reward that God 
hath promiſed to, them that fear lim, 2 7im. 2. 7. 
becauſe, if our Souls be not; judicially ſtupificd, 
and, in the Pſalmiſt's, phrale, as fat as greafc, rhis 
will attract them into abſtinence from worldly 
Luſts, which war againſt che Soul. . Somerimes 
the holy Life, Example, and Chriſtian con(tan- 
cy and magnanimity of Chritt Jelus, 6. 12. 3 
becauſe Examples naturally enliven and cncou- 
rage the Soul to imitation, and {o great. a pat- 
tern at once infules and commanus inclinati- 
on'to follow it. Somctimes God's, Correction 
and Chaſtiſement, rogerher with our Sins, 4a, 
2. I5. becaulc theſe repreſented to the Mind, will 
ſhew us our ingratirude, and how much: we are 
to blame, that God's Fayour :hath made no 
kKind- 
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wipe them away, and remove them. 
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Kindlier impreſſions npon n$"and how weedfli 
th it'is to make haſte, and” rembve the vutſed 
ching that is'in the midſt 6f vs, rhar we'do-net 
loſe” our CroWwni"' And all#becauſe theniote 
Candles there ate hghred, and'{er'up,:rhe bright 
ter the Room will 'be, and the” betrer the Soul 
will -diſcover her ſpors and errors, 'and;'tonſ 


quently the greater will” be her earneſtneſs #6 


Nay, of thar neceſſity doth” the Holy Ghoſt 
make this Conſideration, that it ſeems,” 'God 


(fucha Lover he is of the Happineſs of Mankind) |} | 


is not ar eaſe without it. He ts forc'd, as it 
were, to take human paſſhons upon him, to ex* 
preſs his diſpleafure againſt rhe neglect of This 
lovereign Medicine. 
Men flight this Balm, this Water of Life,” this 
Eye-ſalve. 
mourn with him, becauſe his People will not 
conſider what they are a'doing, 'and whither 
they are going, and what will become of them, 
Eſa. 1. 3. He ſeems griey*d” and dejected, be- 
cauſe rhey confider not the Operations'6f his 
hands, and what noble Beings he hath'giveh 
them, how he'harh -made'all things fubſervient 
ro them, on purpoſe that they might ſerve hin; 
and adorned the World with that*great variety 
'of Creatures for rheir benefit and ute, that the 
mighr have the preater- incouragement tof offer 
up their Souls” and Bodies, as living Sacrihees 
to his Hohour, and Glory.” © How he hath made 
rhem bur a little' lower than the Angels, __ 
chem 


He {cems diiconſolate; if * 


He ccalls'ro Heaven and Earth'to * 
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ne vd coor. 110 417 072143 & 21 Af 
them WichiGlory: and Honour, and:infus'd Souls 
intq, &þemcapable of living. for! eyer, ader - the 
Beatufigal:;Vition and: Prelence of Almighty/Gogs 
Eſas 512%, He (eems, r0-droop z-,and ;he.thatis 
eternally happy! in himſelf, .cakes,00,, as- if ,is 
Happincts,- his Joy, his Satisfaction; were inter- 
rupted,; becauſe Men conſider not, tha he rer 
members all;cheir-impicgics ; that: he,firs-on the 
Battlements: . of Heayeg, 4nd beholds all; that 
there. is not any;;; Creature .that-is{nor; manifeſt 
in bis. fight, and:that.all, things ,are naked and 


 open-/untg; the eyes. -@f-. him with whom. 'they 


have-to..do, Hef. 7. 2+ 11-4 + = 
Indeed;God is reſolved to deal;with us as with 
rational Creatures, not as with. Brutes and. Envy 
gincs; ;}as, With free Agents, not/as, with, Mar 
chines,,.and works, ofiMens hands ;- and that's 
the reaſon. why. he is {o- carneſk for this Duty. 
Without, call. peradventute , God-.could, force 
Men-into,Serioulneſ(s;. and-;he that commanded 
Light-our. of Darkneſs, might gakg rhe-Sinner 
up:in his Arms, and carry.him; ever agaialt his 
Will, inte; . that Banqueting-houle;, the: Banger 
whereot !is.Love:;,,and mighr {er Mens Souls,.as 
the. Workman doth his Clock, thar they thould 
not; failofirunning the: Race which, is {er before 
them. ,.Burt.then; what would,..ouc Reaſon lig- 
nifig? Why tho ukd. he, make;us, cagable of, Þe- 
ing wigught,,upog,, by Arguments,,.and. Moral 
Pcriualions 2 >Whyhath he given, us. taculrics to 
Genre fro and;69p. of things, agd to argue, ang 
debare the caſe with our telves? Why hath 
he 
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he given usa Rule totry our Actions by, and 
Power to judge what is gobd, arid what is evil: 
what can be faid for the one, - and what'can'he 
pleaded for the other; which Arguments are 
ſtronger, and which are weaker; whichare pon 
derous, and which are of no value. ' / © »þ 
If God do nothing in vain,” what can we iris 

pine that this power of Conſideration is given 
tor 2 He that makes a curious Veſſel of Gold, 
doth not intend it for a Trough or ' Waſhing: 
Tub. He that Enamels a Ring doth not ins 
tend to throw it upon a Dunghil. He” that 
builds a Houſe, doth not intend it for an habitats 
on for Owls, and Ravens, and Birds of prey. He 
that plants a rich and kindly Fruit-rree, - doth 
not intend it for Timber in a Hogſty.- He that 
makes a rich Carpet, doth not intend: it” for 
Diſh-clours. And ſhall I think God' more 'im- 

rudent than man? Shall I imagine that God 

ath leſs fore-ſight with him than duſt and aſhes? 
Truly, if a Philoſopher were to draw Conch | 
ſions from Mens actions, and their dealings with 
the Almighty, he could gather no leſs "from 
what they do, than that they imagine God to 
be more bruriſh than the moſt carnal 'Wreteh 
living, who never ſcrapes for Gold, or toils for 
Riches to buy- Pins, or Childrens Marbles with 
it; for they believe, that God hath given them | 
a finer Spirit, than irrational Crearures have, 
and yet employ that Spirit tono higher uſes 
chan Beaſts do their natural inſtint. Shall God 


give me an exalted Soul that can' cat Angels 
Food, 
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food, and ſhall I, with Nebuchadnezzar, turn it 
out. ro; Graſs? Shall, he plant in me an ability 
and a. power : of. Conſideration, and intend it 


for no-hjgher uſe, then to reach and inſtruct me 
how torake alitrle Dung together, how to feed 


a poor corruptible body for the Graye,and how 
rowallow with the Swine in the Mire ? He that 
can, haye ſuch low thoughts of God, deſerves 


to be baniſh'd from all human ſociety, and to 


dwell with Beaſts of the Wilderneſs, muſt 
make. God +the Author of Confuſion, ignorant 


'of, the common Principles of Prudence, and 
leſs ſagacious then ſome Animals, which, con- 


(cious of the nobleneſs of their Nature, ſcorn to 


debaſe it to. the diſorder. and naſtinels of the 


meaner., Cattle; and; what is this, but to-ler in 
Atheiſm, while we profeſs our ſelves to be Chri- 
{ſtians?, God . would not beſtow his Power on 


me in. vain, and if not in yain, it ought moſt 


certainly to be, employ'd .on things of the 


greateſt concernment ; and what things are there 
of greater, concernment, than turning from the 


power, of Satan, unto God* and laying. up trea- 
lures, there, where the Moth cannor, corrupr, 
and where Thieyes cannot break through, and 


ſteal. 


Nay; why ſhould God aflure the” Sinner, thar 
his impenitence ſhall be puniſh'd with everlaſt- 
ing ceſtruftion, but that he would have him 
make ule of his Reaſon, and conſider the truth 
and importance. of rhis rhreathing, the uncer- 
kainty of his own life, and how Sin will es 
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ly harden him, if he doth not turn'with all | 
{peed, and how ſoon ruin and deſtruQtion may | 
feize on him, and how dear his pleafurs 
coſt-him, and how fearful it will be to' fall into * 
the hands of - an "angry God, whoſe 'patience 
hath "Seen abuſed, 'whoſe words have 'been 
ſcorn'd, whoſe Thunderbolts have beeni laugh'd | 
at, and whoſe compaſſion hath been look'd upon 
only as 2 ſhiftortrick to enſnare Men into rig» | 
rous leyerity. | of | 
Lord 'God ! I am not bereft of ny-Reafon, | 
when FT hear the ſupreme Governor of Heaven 
and Earth threaten me; when I hear him, who | 
firs on the Citcle of rhe Earth, denounce'wrath ' 
and indignation againſt me, I hay& a Tongue ih | 
my Head,” and can enquire of Men,” wiſer thah | 
my ſelf, whether this be really the threatning of | 
God, or no? And whether the'grear Creator, 
when he threatens thus, be in good earneſt; or 
no? When the Threatning was pronounced, | 
where delivered, what Perſons are concerned in | 
it, upon what condition the threatning proceeds, | 
whether- that condition be ' in me, wherher I 
come under that Judgment, whether; I have | 
cauſe to be afraid, and whar it is, that may juſt- | 
ly moye me to be ſo? I hayeEyes to read, whes | 
ther there be -a miſtake in ſuch Comminarions, | 
or no? I have a reflexive Power within me, | 
which enables metro determine, when two ways | 
are before me, which of them is ſafeſt to be tas | 
ken, and whether rhe realuns for my turning | 
from my evil ways be ſtronger than- thole | 
& which | 
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which would diſſuade me from-it i I have rea- 
fon co ponder, how many thouſands have, with 
ſhifts; and - excuſes, and delays been rhe caulc 
of their -own ruin; and 1 have power to re- 
flet; how, that if Tam guilty of the fame folly 
I-ſhall ſhortly be-wrapt upin the'ſame Calamiry 
with" them';/ and what poor, whar-inconſidera- 


ble comfort it: wilh be; to find thoſe Men compa- 
-niohs'in' Ecernal'Miltty and/Calamiry, that have 


been forimierly companions to:mein fin, and-of- 
fending' God, - Lhave realon- and” Power 1e- 


riouſly''ro debare, wherher there be a future 


Judgment; or no, and” with very little trouble 
may ſarisfie my- felf,: that: rhings/are fo as the 
Goſpel' repreſents/ them, and- rhar there is-no 
jeſting' with: edg'd' Tools: Thave power to' re- 
te, that'if there were no more/buta- poſibi- 
lity-of 'Erernal 'Torments, if we could {train the 
Notion nohipher than'to! a »ay be,'it would be- 
come ©a'; wife Man to prepare for che: worlt, and 


0! endeavor to be'on/rthe ſure/ſide ofthe hedge. 


And! having reaſon to conſider all: rhis, power 
ro” weigh and ponder alli this, and'10-to ponder 
it; that'my Underſtanding, thus potlefs'd, may 
prevait with my Will and Aﬀectioiis, ro reſolve - 
tor; cohtempt of Sin, and of che. World; I muſt 
neceflarily conclude; that God expects I ſhould 
proceed, and come to! that ſpirieual Life, this 
Way. To have ſuch a power,- and to ler it 
continue in an unactive {tare, to' ler ir lie dor- 
mant, and ſpend and conſume it ſelf, and, like 
a ſickly perton, whoſe ſtomach nauſtars rhe 
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wholſome Food the curious hand hath dreſſed * 
ro let it grow cold and-inſipid, muſt needs be 
a great injury to the God that gave it, and.in- 
rended it ſhould be actuated, and exerciſed,/as 
are the other faculties, aand'{o great an unfaith- 
fulne(s to our ſelves that, in doing ſo,' we grow 
ſtrangers to ſelf love, and become. our own 
greateſt enemies. And-let no. Man tellme here, 
that this is...to make. Man-independent from 
God, and to. aſſert, that, Men - may ..conyert 
themſelves, and: change: their own hearts,/ and | 
give themſelves that repentance -and faxth which 
tlie Scripture every way! alerts to be the gift: of 
God: . For :God's Power - and, Glory is to far | 
from receiving any prejudice by this Doctrine, 
that I know nothing can advance and, pronjote 

ic more than-this ailertzon. --It's confels'd; that | 
Converſion is the work of God, but then he1/ex- | 
pets I ſhould do my part,and work according to | 
the power he hath given me, and improve-the | 
Talents he hath already beſtowed -upon; me, | 
and trade with them, and make uſe of the facul- ' 
ties I have, and: exerciſe them as much-as I can, 
in- order -to. a ſerious change of life; and. in the | 
uſe of ſuch meanes God will be found, as weſce | 
in corzelivs, Afts 10.4. + And his holy Spirit | 
ſhall come down, and make'the work :etiedtual, ! 
and bleſs thoſe honeſt: endeavours with Grace | 
and Mercy, and make the Wheels ,go merrily, | 
which went but heavy ' before; and turn that | 
Piety which proceeded from fear of Hell be- | 
fore, into a ſincere loye of - God, and to the | 
beaury | 
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beauty "of Holineſs, and make that obedience 
univerſal, which was but partial, and by halves 
before, and that's a kindly converſion. - To in- 
dulge"our ſelves in lazineſs and idlenels, and 
wearineſs of God's ſervice, upon pretence, that 
we muſt wait God's time, and ſtay til! God is 

leaſed\+to work upon our hearts, is no betrer 
than mocking of God, And a Man, that's fal- 
len into the Water, may as well cry, that there 
he will lie, *rill God by an Angel from Heaven 
drags him out; as a Sinner thar'is loth rogive 
over ſinning, pretend, that he can-do nothing, 
till God by tome powerfull Charm leads him out 
of that Captivity. - As well may we forbear 
working, and expect Providence will maintain 
us, as it did Eljah by the Ravens, as forbear 
ſtrugling and ſtriving to get our of the ſnares 
of Sin, till Chriſt by a- Voice from Heaven calls 
tous as he did'to Saul, Man, Man, why per- 
{ecutelt thou me?” For God, who hath proteſ- 
ted, that he'il caſt out none that'will but come 
to him, and never left himſelf without wit- 
neſs, and is engaged by promiſe to be rewar- 
der. to them that diligently ſeek him, hath no 
wheie in his Ward promiſed to work upon. our 
Hearts, except we will uſe ſuch-means as hehath 
given us power tp make uſe af, in order to Cons 
verſion ; and he that lers the Power, God hath 
given him for this- uſe, lie dead, doth bur im- 
bczic the Gift of God, and with thar unprofi- 
table Servant lays up his Pound in a Napkin, 
2ad con{<cquently can expect no other antwer, 
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than was return'd to him, Ont of thine 0mn mouth| | 


will I judge thee, thou wicked ſervant : thos knew- 


eſt that I was an Auſtere Man, taking up that I' | 


laid not down, and reaping that I did :not fow. 
Wherefore then gaveſt not thow my Money into the 
bank, that at my coming I might have required 
mine own with uſury: Therefore take from him 
the pound, and give it to him that hath Ten pounds. 
And as for thoſe mine Enemies, that would not that 
I ſhould reign over them, (and it {zems, ſuch are 
all thoſe that will not improve the powers God 
hath given them, eſpecially this of Conſidera- 
tion, in order to be reclaim'd from the error of 
their ways) bring them hither, and ſlay them befare 
me, Luke 19. 22,28. 

And indeed, he that can fir down and conſider, 
what loſles may befal him, what miſchief may 
happen to him, if he keeps company with a tur- 
bulcnr quarrelſom Man, and thereupon ſhuns 
his tociety. He that can conſider, what terror 
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it will itrike into him, ifhe liein a haunted Cham- | 
ber, how it will diſcompoſe him, how it will | 
break his reſt, what ſickneſs it may bring upon |; 


him, and what cold {ſweats the fight of a Ghoſt 
will caſt him into, and thereupon will not be 
perſwaded to take up his Lodging there, will 
find in the laſt day, that he might as well have 
fate down, and conſider'd, what evil a ſinful life 
would bring upon him. His reaſon, to be ſure, 
is capable of taking the one into Conſideration 
as well as the other ; and he that believes he hath 
a Soul, mult be {uppolgd able to think of dangers 
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that may befall his Soul: And {ince Conlidera- 
tion is that which repreſents all dangers in very 
lively colours, and, by that means, affects, and 
makes impreſſions upon. the whole Man, there 
isno perſon, but may ſafely expe God's bleſling 
upon ſuch Conſiderations, not upon the account 
of merit, but becauſe God hath molt freely, 
and moſt graciouſly , promis'd his alliftance, 
where Men tſhew their willingneſs to work in his 
Vineyard. For God in this caſe, deals with Men, as 
a Maſter with his Servants, who, it they husband 
2 little Farm well, is content to let them under» 
rake a greater, and encourages their induſtry by 
larger conceſſions. 

And that's thereaſon, why converſion ih Scri- 
pture is ſometimes attributed to Man, and ſome- 
times ro the Father of Lights, from whom every 
good and perfect gift deſcends; and why we read 
in the ſame Prophet. Make your ſelves a new heart, 
and a new ſpirit, Ezek. 18. 31. And 1 the Lord 
will give you a uew heart, and a n:w ſpirit will 7 
put within you, Ezek. 36. 26. Becaule God ex» 
pects rhe Sinner ſhould rake his ways, and-/pre- 
polterous Actions, and the danger which hangs 
over his head, into ſerious Conſideration, res 
prelent the odiouſneſs, and difingenuity, and 
unreaſ{onableneſs of his Sin to his mind, and muſe 
upon that endleſs happineſs he may arrive to, 
weigh the comforts and confolations he may en- 
Joy on this fide Heaven, and God will encou- 
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cere endeayours, and water them with the dey 


of his benediction, till the byaſs 'of the Soul 
is changed, and rutned towards Heaven. $9 
true is that ſaying of Chriſt, Matth 24. 29. Tohim 
that hath, i. e. who improves the ſtock of grace, 
providence hath already confer'd on him, hal 
be given, and he ſhall have more abundant, but from 


him that hath not, ſhall be taken away even that | 


which he hath. 
Conſideration is the Bed where the incorru- 
ptible Sced isſown, and on the ground thus pre- 


pared, the Sun of righteouſneſs doth ſhine, and | 


by his warmth produces in the Soul all manner | 
of pleaſant fruits, Cant, 7. 13. Conſideration, | 


like the Pool of Betheſda, draws the great Angel 
of the covenant down, who ſtirs the Poal, and 
gives it a healing virtue, and imeadtately the 
Blind receive their fight, and the lame walk, and 
the lepers are cleanſed, and the dead are raiſed up, 
Matth. 11. 5. 
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That God hath ſometimes by miraculous ! 


means converted, and turn'd Men fromrtheir irre- 
ligiouſneſs, and contempt of holineſs, we do not 


: 


deny; but though thele miracles might be the | 


occaſion of their Reformation, it was ſtill Cons | 


ſideration that digeſted theſe miraculous Pror 
vidences, and engaged theſe Men toenquire whar 
they meant, and for what end they were ent, 
and how they ſhould eſcape if they negieted 
ſo great ſalvation. It was this made them ar- 
gue, that as theſe Calls were grear, and full ol 


wonder, {o they challenged entertainment ans 
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ſubmiſſion, anſwerable to ſo great a mercy. Ix 
was this made them ſce bY en of God, and 
wonder whence it ſhould be, that God, ſhould 
over-look ſo many thouſangs, and knock at their 
Gates; paſs by places, and be content to take 
up his reſt in their poor Habitations. It was 
this made them ponder, that after ſuch Admo- 
nitions and Exhortations. from Heaven, there 
was no ſtanding ſtill, and that contempt of ſuch 
extraordinary Providences* mult needs fall very 
heavy on Soul one. day, and fink itinto 
the nethermoſt Hell; upon. which conſidera- 
tions and Expoſtularions, they reſolved to cloſe 
with Chriſt, and with the terms of the Goſpel, 
Miracles, not improved by conſideration, would 
make bur little impreſſion on the heart, like the 
ſeed that fell upon the Rock, Piery might ſud- 
denly ſpring up, but for want of Root, would 
ſoon whither away, Conſideration is that, which 
attects the Soul with them, makes ir concerned, 
cryes tofin, be gone and aſtoniſhes into reforma- 
tion. Hence it was, thatthe Fews, who conſidered 
not God's deſign inthe Miracles they ſaw, remain- 
edas obſtinate as ever, whereas had they by Con- 
{1deration dived into the care God took to con- 
vince them, there would not have been greater 
Yaints under the Cope of Heaven. 

Bur all this will more fully appear, if we can 
prove, That without Conlideration, Conver- 
110n, or Reformation of Life, cannot but be coun- 
terfeir; Converſion being a Change of the whole 
Man, and loveing God better than the World, 
or minding Heayen more than earth, an im- 
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mortal' Soul 'mote "than a"-frail dying Bodyjs be: 
there tan nothing deimagined, under God, more} Of 
likely to prevent our being deceivd with a forii 
of ' Godline(s, - than Conirderation tv That the 
Devil very ordinarily transforms' himſelf inrg 
an Angel of Eighr,'and impoſes upon our mind} 2 
by ſhadows of Vittaes-; as it is his intereſt; {gÞ fuc 
it is a thing as common. as our yielding to tens} No 
prations of tliat nature. Daily experience is af Il 
{ficient witneſs, how Men' deceive themſelygh ch 
with'a varniſh and paint of Picty; and flarteh be 
themfelves, that they are btdaih'd ' ro eternal Ar 
Life and ina way to thoſe Regions'6f bliſs, wheth 2 
they are not: Becauſe rhey acknowledge ah} fit 
profeſs, that God 1s infinite, (perfect, glorious ſo! 
and the Supreme © Governour of the World, and} vP 
that in him we live, and breath; and have outh bc 
Being; and that it's he,thar tules the great wheel Al 
of Providence ; they conclude 'they love him} af 
better than their Riches or Pleaſures here, when? 15 
they do nothing leſs, indeed no more but whatF 4: 
Parrots may do, which being taught, can repeat} 
the ſame words, and be never the nearer that} © 
wiſdom, which 'makes Men wiſe unto ſalvation: 
We ſce how Men, becauſe they have no inclins h 


Word, We fee how che Hatlot, Prov. 7. 14} ; 


% 


bþecault! 


| 


| 


tion to ſome grofs notorious Sins'that other Men i 
are guilty of, are apt to conchide, thar they} ® 
mortific their Luſts, aod pur oft the works of} F 
Darknels,' walking ſoberty as inthe day cimes| 

and becauſe they frequent the” Temple of they | 
Lord they are prefencly true hearers of cel , 
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\© becauſe ſhe had paid her Vows, and had Peace» 
Offerings with her, perſwades herſelf, rhar ſhe 
was a great proficient inReligion, and rhe Phar; 
# did not think himſelf a quarter fo bad as the 
Publicay, : becauſe he paid .Tithes of all he had, 
and was no Extortioner or Adulterer : becauſe 
v* ſuch a Man is not drunk every day, bur is ſober 
i* now and then he believes himſelf to be a very 
{© temperate Man. Another, becauſe he doth nor 
;& cheat ſo notoiouſly as his neighbours, concludes 
| heis juſt, honeſt, upright, and fair in hisdealings. 
1# Another, becauſe he works hardin his Calling, 
;* and doth no body wrong, fancies he doth all that's 
# fit for a Chriſtian to do. Another becauſe he hath 
| ſometimes a good thought of God, and can ſend 
| up aſhorrejaculationto heaven is very confident 
| he meditates and contemplates the Almighty. 
# Another, becauſe he hath tome faint breathings 
# after him, knows nothing to the contrary, bur he 
# is as zealous for God's glory, as any of his ac- 
| quaintancecan be. Another, becauſe he hathnow 
* and then a Melancholy thought of his fins, and 
# confeſſes them to Almighty God, concludes he 
| doth repent as well as the beſt; and becauſe 
he often withes for f{alyation, and hath a good 
opinion of holineſs and goodneſs, he doubts not. 
| bur he is made partaker ofthe Divine Nature. 
* Thar theſe are Cheats and Deluſions, is evi- 
dent to any rational Man. If a Mountebanks 
| 


* giving you common Sand for powder of Pearls, 
{ or a Iradeiman's felling you Cider for Wine, or a 
* Merchant's felling you earthen Ware, ſuch as 
$ 1$ mace in Evrope, for Ching, be a cheat, then 
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certainly'theſe /arechears;-anduhe greater cheaty®s 
becauſe rhey are in\matrers of great value:''Thy? 
Goſpel doth | not offer Heaven on thele rermg, 

and its not partial, bur univerfal Obedience thy 

Chriſt requires-of -his followers. - He 1s refolve 

Heaven | thall-coſt them more than:thele litrh# 
ſervices come to, and they ſhall-not:impole up} 
on God, however they may-deceive-themlelye! 
But then, how ſhall rhefe;- or any other cheatz} 
be- diſcovered: and avoided; but by conſiders 

tion? True / converſion. confifts in reſiſting/and# 
conquering: {uch Deluſions, but how ſhall theys 
be reſiſted, if they be ngt known? How ſhall 
they be known, 1f Men.conſider not, whethea? 
the courſe they take, be cither.agreeable to the 
way God hath preſcribed, or like to bring then 
to that happinels they: aim at ? 

Its Confideration muſt manifeſt, which is Gol 
and which is the Cloud; which is Gold, and which? 
is but Gi; which are the: Waters of Fordan," 
and which are 'the Rivers-of Damafers ; which 
15 the Corn, and which are the 7ares ; which! 
are the. frery Toxgnes, and: which is the Glow 
worm Light; which | are Facob's hands, and which 
arc the hands of E/as. | 

There are noc a tew fins, which look very much} 
like Virtyes ; compiying with Men's Impietics,| 
looks fo like Humility ; A#ſolon's hyp croly, lo} 
like humanity, and civility ; Joa#'s treachery, 
{0 like friendihip, and ;candor; Simon Mazws's| 
falihoad, fo like'true belieycing ; Fudas's cove- 
roulneſs, fo like care of the poor ; Flattery 1a] 
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| lik that. Charity , which \-bears:all; things, -and 
* hopes all things} and belicves:all/ things, and 
endures all things: reviling again, when weare 
reviled , {o: like doing: Juſtice I 'Worldly-minded- 
neſs, i{oilike:providing for. out Fatpiles '1ying 
* for profit-lake,'{s like/ a: work: of neceſſity; and 
| ſelfpreſfervation ;11and; bearing grudge rohim 
* thathath:: offended us; —— ——— 
| 1n-our:Adti+ns,'fa:like curbing dus/Pa{hans;n 
| fewMenwill.chink themſelves eancern'd/ts-part 
with them, :-except:: they conſider; which is the 
* pure, and-which:15ithe-ſophiſticate Metal.:! -;/ 
* - - How like faveing-knowledge death that know- 
| ledge. 'of | God/| look; which. puffs up! the Soul, 
| and tempts Men -to.defpile; athers,; chat are-nor 
arrived ; tothe. fame: meaſure» of-zhe) ſtature:of 
* the fulneſs of: Chriſt?! [There/1s mg diftingut- 
* {bing of them, 2butcby-theſeffects, and how 
* the-cfledts . bei difcrithinated,,; butby ;confidera- 
{ tion ? I cannot: avoid: being/ deceived, | ifd-db 
not {it_down' and-reflet Lord: ! pretend to 
knowledge of -the Croſs of. Qhrift, bur, dath 
this- knowledge make. me. humble and vilegn 
mine own: eyes? -Doth it: diſcoyer x9: me. my 
* ſpiritual Poverty, and. make/me prefer; others 
* before. my ſelf ?/Doth it make,me prize Chriſt 
* above-all? And: doth ! itiengage:;me to count all 
things .. dreſs and dung,-: for. the excellency' of the 
knowleage, of Chriſt 2; och. it make; me ttand un- 
der.,the Croſs ;of:i Chriſt, and breath and pant 
atter -his precious. þ.ood, like a,Man truly fen- 
{ible both of the worth and;want of ir ? Doth 
it 
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it:produce that mind in me, which was in Chri 
Feſt Doth ir- fill me with Holy Ardors to 
made partaker of his ' holineſs > doth ic make 
me- wonder at the' myſtery, 
which to the Fews is a ſtumbling block, an 
to: the Greeks: fooliſhneſs 2: Doſt feel this 
:O'my Soul! How happy'art thou, CR 
ſenſible of theſe tions? 'Do not decein 
thy- ſelf; doth not this/knowledg cory 
tendeſt ro;make thee ſecure and careleſ(s 2 Doth 
it: not. make thee fit down:'contented/ without 
the life of —_— Dowtvir: 'not- wager 
co-believs, that. thou arr: a' C 
thou doſt not imitate Chriſtcin his holy li 
converſarion'?” Does ir not make nts 
and ſelf-conceited; and think morechi Fl 
thy (elf than thou oughteſt ro think} -and, like 
ithe: Phariſees, look between-anger'and foqxniot 
thoſe that know nor the Law? If ſo,chow'isuhs 
Inowledge of Chriſt Jelus'in theex - | 40 
The ſame may be ſaid of Faith it's Conſids 
'ratian/ muſt ſeperate it from preſi j/and 
fatisfie me, wherher it be of the' true Eaple-kinid 
or no; it's impoſhbletoknow, whezher cyFaitl| 
be of the right ſtamp, without F' make 
ſuch- inquiſition as this. | Faith'is a gifti or ruſt 
of the Spirit, which I am-apt to believe Got 
hath bleſſed and enriched'my Soul withal,and| 
F thank him-rthat I am nor'born a Heathen of 
Infidel. Bur what power hath my Faith-upol| 
my Aﬀections? Dorh it'purifie my heart,” and} 


drive away thole luſts that have taken-up __ | 
reſt 
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reſidence there? Doth 'it-make" me cur off'm 
right hand "and pal} our my'right eye;*when 
they do offetid me Doth -it i make me live like 
#perſon- thar: believes the'Omnipreſence! and 
Opniſcience''of -God ? Dorl/ir make me, with 
Abrahams, ready 16 offer up mine'vnly Sor, Sitis 
as'dear to meg asthedarting Fruit of my Body? 
Wir of | that/force itv''my'!Soulyirhar it rakes 
me go contrary to- mine indhinatious;.and 
God, thoughTam'in datigebfioſing ry 
and Office ? 'Doth 26 \make tie db*the truth;as 
well as -give-"aflent to 'it aDorh'"it mike we 
cautious and aftaid'of offendingthar God/Whotn 
F believe ro be of ptirer eye8thaw\to beliold Thr 
quity > Dory it. tpke meembrace Chriſt, both 
as my Redeemer %nd: Geyerner,"borh® as'trry 
Saviour and: myC'King Dory rele" thy 
thoughts,and' make -meltudyhow? [lat Yaiice 
God's Glory: abd '$6*much good in'my geticrs 
tion * Doth'it rouze *my Soul fromther lambet, 
and make mie" lbok and at hk&' Ve contern'd 
and rouch'd/with a#{ence\of ahvifier life > *Doth 
it work by fove?” ad «doth tdiive me-to/ give 
God 'my deare{t and''tendereft loves” Doth i 
work by charity too, by good works 2 And'dorh 
ir make me caft my Bread wpoii' the warer, give 
away treely' and'chearfully;'rligugh 1 have no 
proſpect, and '{ce".n6, probability * of a*reevin- 
pence, here - on-earth'? Doth/ it'inake me deſpiſe 
the World, and overcome! it, %hd- fe it only 
as my Servant, While God alone is my Maſter? 
Doth+ it make” me” reſiſt *the Devil, and' grapple 
with 
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with ' Powers and Principalites, with the Ralers, 

Darkneſs and with ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high 
places? Epheſ. 6. 12. Doth. it make me pray 
with feryency and importunity 2 Doth. it trans 
ſport my Soul into raviſhments, upon the ſight 
of yonder glorious things God: hath laid. up, 
-— prepared for thoſe that love him ? ,Doth. ir 
make. me rejoyce in, that Saviour I. haye not 
{cen, with joy _— and full of glory! 
Doth it infuſe boldneſs and courage into my 
Soul.,ro ſtand up for God, when I cither hear 
his name Be. or {ce his Creatures fearful 
ly, abuſed 2 Doth. it make me, with Phinecs, rug 
in and ſtem the. ſtrong current of Iniquity,, and, 
with Paz! and Barnabas, angry at the improper 
honour Men are going | to. offer me > Docs, i 
make me truſt Godin adverſity, even then,when 
the .. Fig-tree. doth not bloſſom, when there ts no Frai 
in. the Vine, when the labour of. the Olive failes 
and. the Field does yield no meat; when the Flack 
&5.. cut. off \from the Fold,” and when there. are, 
Elerds . inthe Stalls? Hab. 13, 7. Doth it, mak: 
me take notice of God's gracious Dealings ,and 
Proyidences.,, and admire God's Wiſdom and 
Greatneſs, and Power, and Goodneſs in .all.! 
Doth..it make meprize the Promiſes of the Gob 
pcl above all Riches, and doth it make me.wil 
ling to ſuffer for Chriſt? Rejoyce, O my Soul? 
it Faith hath thus warm'd thy OS and if tho 


findeſt rheſe Footſteps of God within thee! Thele 
are Ornaments fit for thee to appear in beiore 
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caſe, what quiet canſt rhou enjoy, if thy Fairh 
be dead; and dull, and unactive ;. if it doth not 
rouch thy Tongue with a Coal from the Altar, 
and doth nor make tice break forth into Cele- 
brations and Admiration' of the height , and 
breadth, and length, and deprh of the love of 
God? If thou feeleſt no Holy Force to ſhake 
off every weight, and every ſin which doth fo 
calily beſet rhee-; If thy Faith does not make 
thee ſtand upon thy watch, and break through 
all diſcouragements and oppoſitions, to obtain 


| the end of thy Faith, even thy Salvatian; If it 


doth not make thy cortuptions abate, and thy 
extravagant Deſires and Paſſions fall,-1f it: be {6 
faint thar thy hands grow weak, and thy Knees 
feeble,that thy Graces languiſh, and: thy Good- 
neſs dwindles away; If thy Sins grow ſtrong 
under the ſhadow of it, and the rod of-iniquity 
bloſſoms and bears fruit.: If ir doth. nat chafe 
dilcontent-/in a great meaſure from thy thoughts; 
and doth ' not give thee bowels of compaſſion 
ro Miniſters, to the Servants of God, to Chriſt's 
diſtrefſed Members ; if -it doth drive thee into 
Heaven, ' into Contemplations of a Glorious 
Eternity which ſhall make, amends for all rhe 
loſſes, troubles, perils, miſeries, and- difficulties 
thou undergoeſt here; if-it doth not make rhee 
prefer Chritt's Honour and Will, before the vairt 
allurements of Fleſh and+ Blood; and the 1o= 
cicty of thoſe who delight in God, before fami- 
liarity with the richeſt and- greareſt;, who caſt 
God's Laws behind them; if ir works no pati- 
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ence in afflictions, no Humility,no Self-denial,no 
meeknefs under Curſes,;and Injurics,and Perſecu- 
tions, ho-courage to ſtand up for God, and for 
his Glory, | no delight-in-the Word:and: Ways of 
God, no: ſincere endeayours to practiſe what 
thou hearefſt; no reliſh in- Spiritual things, no 


Holy revenge” upon thy Corruptions; no Indig-; 


nation againſt thy former fins, - no Caretulneſs 


to pleaſe God, no veliement Defires after him: 


who is fairer-than the Children of Men. 

Faith thus: conſider'd , if it be bur:a painted 
Fire, wilt quickly betray- it ſelf; -and-Conſide- 
ration will toon give:an tems to the ſinner, that 
this is no good foundation to build Eternal Sal- 
vation on-iThis will blow away the Chaft, and 
ſhew how little good Corn there'/was- in thar 
rubbiſh. '-Fhis: will melt all the Droſs:and Tin 
away, and diſcover , how little of: the purer 
mettle there was in the-lump. This will make 
all 'the-:drofhe part evaporate, and fer you ſee 
whether: there: be any thing of ſubſtance-at the 
bortom./ In this'manner we are 'oblig'd to: pro» 
ceed i our” Prayers-and;: Supplicationhs.  Con- 
{1decation muſt acquaint/us,: whether it be rhe 
cefires of iour Hearrs,” or the' deſires of: our Lips 
only, that -we offer unto God; whether: it be 
a-deep fenfeof:our Spiritual Wants and Neceſit- 
ties, and of the Greatneſs, Majeity, Purity, Ho-' 


linels, Mercy,:and Goodneſs of God that-makes- 


up pray 3*or' Cuſtom and Education, and Civi- 


lity. ro our unruly Cohfciences ? 


So in oar Diſtributions'to the Neceſlities of” } 


Cils, 
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others, Conſideration. muſt acquaint us, whez 
cher we give enough or no, whether we fulx 
fil the Rules, Chriſt - and his Apoſtles haye de- 
liver'd concerning it, and whether" it” be- Vains 
glory and the applauſe” of Men, that” makes uy 
both liberal, and ſpcak of our libera'ity, or an 
honeſt deſign to advance the Glory of God, atid 
the good 'of our Neighbour > Whether - that 
which puts us upon giving 2 be compaſſion, and 
tenderneſs, , or a defire to be rid of the impors 
runare” Petitioner ? 'Whether it is our yearning 
Bowels,” or feat of being” ill ſpoken of by other 
Men? that engages us to ſuch Offices of Humas 
nity ? 
So in Faſting, Conſideration muſt acquaint 
us, whether it be the outward performance we 
do regard more, that the inward frame of the 
Soul > Whether it be'areal; ſincere Refolution 
ro mortitie Sin, that engages us to this feyerity, 
or an intent- of giving God ſatisfaction far the 
aflronts we have offer'd him; and wherher rhe 
auſterity makes Sintruly bitter to-us;and works 
an Eternal deteſtation of it in our Hearts; or whes 
ther it diſpoſes us to fall on afreſh, and rempts 
us upon the credit of that piece of Mortification, 

to venture into new Sins and Enormiries ? 
go ini our Zeal for God, Conſideration muſt 
acquaint us, whether we are more paſlionate in 
things which concern the Honour of God, than 
in promoting of our own Intereſt; whether jt 
be a Zeal according unto Knowledge, and kinds 
led by the Sun of Righreouſnels; or furious; and 
H 2 lighted 
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lighred by the flames of the burning Lake; 
whether it | be ſingularity, peeviſhneſs, {pleen, 
and malice,that'makes us hot, or deliberate pon- 
dering of the affront, that's put ovn_ the Divine 
Majeſty. And whether we are zealous for the 
greater, as well as: for the leſſer, matters of the 
Law, for Tudement , Faith and Mercy, as well 
as for paying Tythe of Mint, and Cummin, and 
Aniſe ? 

Without Conſideration, -our Souls muſt ne- 
ceſlarily remain under very great darkneſs and 
miſtakes, and conſeouently run the hazard of 
-being cheated in the work of Converſion. How 
ſhould theſe Cheats be diſcover'd, but by our 
Reaſon? How ſhall our Reaſon judge of them 
bur by Conſideration 2 For Conlideration calls 
them to. an account, lays them open, examins 
their riſe and progreſs, diſcovers them to be 
droſs, and ſpies out the danger they involve the 
Soul in, and by that means works it into a faith- 
tul reſolution to take another courle, 


= 
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CHAP. TV. 


Of th? various Impediments and Remora's of Cor. 
fid ration. Men fanty greater * difficulty in't, 
than there is indeed. Are continually imploy'd. 
about ſenſual Objeits. Loth to patt with their 
Sins.” Tenbrant of the pleaſure of Conftderation. 
Reflef "upon the danger of loling their #:law- 
ful gain. Fear they ſhall fall into, Melancholy, 
or go diflrated with ſo much ſeriouſneſs. Are 
of opinion, that Converſion , in that ſenſe the 
Srripture ſpeaks of it, is needleſs. . Miſtake the 
nature of Confid:tration. Are diſcouraged ty 
evil company. Negleft conſulting with Miniſters 
about this neceſſary work.  Delude themſelves with 
the Notion of Chriſt's dying for the W* of the 
World. , | 


noma a Duty (o great, ſo noble, 6 
neceflary , one would think ſhould find 
ſuirable entertainment with all Men that pretend 
ro reaſon; or wiſdom, or diſcretion; For in not 
BIYing it refpect and, veneration, they call-their 
own Reaſon inqueſtion,diſparage their Wiſdom, 
and give juſt occaſion to their Neighbours to 
ſuſpect, that diſcretion is a flower; © which never 
grew itt their Garden ; the Gueſt being ſo bene- 
hicial,” who , can imagin -to the Tontrary. but 
every” Man” will ſptead' open his Doors, and let 
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it in > How 2 Lock the Gates againſt a good An- 
gel > Keep out a Meſſenger that brings glad ti- 
dings 2 Darken therroom thar'l may nor ſee the 
Sun 2 Conſideration, that direts me,how I may 
e a Friend of , God, get room. in his boſom, 
ſing with Angels, triumph with-Seraghum, fit at 
the right hand . of a Glorified, Redeemer, ſtand 
before the Throne of . God, ſerve him day and 
night in his. Temple, and be freed from all pok- 
ſibility of Sin and Miſery, from all diſcontent 
and vexation of Spirit | Is it, poſſible, a. Metken 
ger of that, Worth, and Beaury, and:Excellency, 
can want a Lodging 21s it potitble, it ſhould fare 
no better, than the GREAT JESUS, be 
deſtiture of a place where to lay its, head 2. Is it 
poliibie, Men ſhould deal with it, as the [nhab#- 
tants of . Sodom. did with the "three - Heavenly 
Meſſengers, that enter'd into 7.ot's Houſe? Quar 
rel with it > abuſeir 2 offer violence to 1t:2, be an- 
gry at its harmleſs language 2 ſhew their ſplcen 
againſt that,whole Preſence preſerves then fron) 
being conkurhed 2 And which, while 4t. is .amon 
them, ſtays rhe hand of Heayen, the hand of the 
deſlroying Angel, -that, they . periſh nat 2 Does 
not every Man deſire to'be happy? Did. eye! 
any, Maz1 hate his own fleſh? Waseyes any Mat 
in loye with -Torment ?. Is;,ir nor. every, Man's 
Intereſt to {tudy how, to, pteyent it 2, And. then 
fure,, Conlidgration canort , bur haye.: the. love 


and embraces of: all , perſans, that do, not ial} 


Jport with, 7 i ing firebrands, and death, and arrons, 
Prov. 26, IS, I 9; IAC; dag” | OY: 
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So an impartial ſerious Man would think, yet 
ro our grief | and ſorrow: we:find, »that:Men run 
away from:it.,'. as from-the- Plague; :and-do as 
carefully, avoid it, as ;they; would dorRatsbane, 
or Sublimate, | or Night-thade: This-wilt oblige 
me-in the-next place-to enquire; - What. are the 
Remora's or -Impediments'\that. make men neglect 
this Panacea, and, likemad Dogs, {wmnarhe WATCT 
that would cure them;and {light ctheremedy rhar 
would -infallibly recover:.them.-. It?s: matural 
for Men to enquire into the realons of any de- 
cay. - If a Tree doynot;thrive:,:1tFlowers do 
wither ia the-Bud,; if-a Child do: not>/grow, ot 
if the,Warter, of a River fails,: the: fir{t rhing we 
do, is, to;enquire where: the {top is;rfands what 
the caules; of the defect axe, and why things do 
ngt profper. according; to: expectatiom?:-And.he 
that hath a! V ineyardanavery truirtubHill; -and 
tences.it,,and-garhets-the-{toncsoutof:ar; :and 
plants it with the choiceſt Vine, and builds a 


.Fower)inithe. mid(t' of: :46; - and-makesn:Wine- 


prels;thergin, may; well:ask-the Queſtion; Where- 
fore mhyn(þ looked that'it ſhould btingoforth: grapes, 
# brought forth wild grapes 2a g4nge,y} 4:1 1 


' -The,clogs and; impediments of Conſideration 


are aumbexleſs, for indeed-it's the:Devdl's ſtudy 
and,confrixance day. and: night,>which» way-to 


prevent,it. .Where a:perfon' daresextricater him- 


lelf- from the ſnares of Senſe, ::andventure -up4 

this. work.z| the Enemy juſtly: feats:he:thall 4dfe 
a Subject; /and a Soub: will be-ſnatcht- out. of 
his clutches, and he ſhallinot” be:able'c/to hold 
X15 H 4 the 
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the ſinner in his Zeypt, or hinder him from (acri- 
ficing ro'the Lord his God. He dreads this Land 
of Go(b:n; and to 1ee' people walk'rhat way) 
makes him-fret and ſtorm, - It'grates upon his 
Spirits ra behold a ſinner ſer his Face towards 
Feruſatzm, he cannot; endure to {ce the Diſciples 
en mount Zahor ; An Tſaack, that's going"to mes 
dicare, 13.4 Thorn in his Eycs,and, being a Spirit 
that lives: upon Envy, enjoys his malite, and titids 
his greateltfatisfaction in deſtroying Mens Souls 
we mult {uppole he leaves no ſtone” unturn'd, 
no {tratagemuntry'd,. no-means unatrempred, to 
hinder Men from a ſerious recolleRtion of theit 
Thoughts and Imaginations. And n6' Husbands 
man can-be- ſuppoled / ro fer more ttaps, or in* 
yent more pittals, or deviſe'more (nares for ver 
min and- rapacious Animals, thanthis' Sophilt& 
lays to. divert che {txeamof Mens Thoughts ink 
to-a channel of contemprible, and impertinent 
Dbjects, | Ll 2; | 

There is:fuch Beauty, ſuch Loveline(s in the 
ways' of God; notwithſtanding the courſe outs 
fide;thariſhould fucha perſon,by ſerious Conſide- 
ration, be-rempred to-lift-up the Veil, and ſee 
what is behind it ; :remove' the Sackclorh and 
Aſhes; andtake a view-of iithat' whict is undet- 


neath; open'the. Iron Gate, and behold” the Gold þ 


withingz-anlock the Cabiner, and ſee -the' Jewels 
'there ;the: would moſticertainly be rayiſh'd with 
-the! ſighr4nd* nor ſtay:one hour lonpet' in the 
chambers of dedth.* This the Devil knows ; be 
is {enſible;-chac Conſideration is a Tree ' of = 
gh K 07 | | TRNEre® 
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therefore, leſt Men put forth theit hands and 
take of the Tree; and'ecat, and'live' for ever; WE 
may rationally: believe, he'll cro{s their ende& 
vours to the uttermoſt; ſo that'we may ſuppole 
25 many impediments of Conſideration ; as the 
Devil can invent ſtumbling-blocks to throw'in 
the way to this Duty : However,let's take a VIEW 
of ſome of rhe” principal. 


1: The fancied difficulty of i. Viay, fancied, 
for there 1s not that hard(hip in't, Men imagine. 
But ſuch enemies are -the generality of 'Men'to 
theit' own happinels , - that they will fancy "ai 
ficulries in things they are loth to do, and they 
therefore cry our, That they are hard, and not 
to- be eompalied but with infinite deal of trouble, 
becauſethey would be excus'd from the 'pe 
mance ot praQtice of ' them. It's orfinary*for 
School-boys to plead difficulty of the Task their 
Malter ſets them,when they have a greater 'mind 
to play than to learn; much like Solomon's ſloth» 
tub Man, Prov-'26. 13. There is # Lionin the way, 
theft ts a Liow in-the ſtreets] Nain' Man ! there 
- are no Lions bur in- his own-brain,' no confide» 
fable" difficulties bur what are of his own mma- 
King. So here, Men fancy, that this {ſerious Cone 
{ideration of their ways, is a thing which none 
but Scholars,and Men of Learning can reach, and 
none are obliged to mind buti:Men of Letters, 
and1uch as are Bookiſh,and read'much, and have 
large capacitics,are Men of great Judgment, and 
ran wholly give 'or dedicate themſelves to this 

ENELOFT | " Study : 
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Study ; A conceit as falle as God. is true, ang 
which we cannot refle& upon without indigna 
tion. 


one word, Seryants of the lowelt Form, the poor: 
eſt perſons alive, Men whole Fortune is as lowas 
their Learning, do-arrive to,this Art, and there 
fore that plea deſerves to, be hils'd at ; whatis 
done, may%edone again ; and if unlearned, ip. 
norant., illiterate Men do very often. make 
conſiderable progreſs in it ,. there is no, doubt 
bur. the thing. is. pollible and, practicable, and 
there wants nothing but willingnels .co maſter 
it, 


There is no Man that's ſenſible, that. Goldis 


better than Glaſſes and, Rattles, or that: Pearls | 


ought-to be,priz'd and valu'd morethan. Pebbles; 
There is no | man-that is capable of apprehend- 
ing, that three.and three make {ix, or can con- 


trive and plot, , which way... a.dangerous Pond, 


or dreadful Fire may be avoided,. but may.con- 
ſider, whether che things the. Scripture {peaks 


.of be true or ;nqj,,. whether the promiſes and 
threatnings of the: Goſpel are things, that. be- 
Jong to him-;- whether he- lives up to. the: Pre- 
.cepts of Chriſt, ; and what will be the conſe- 
quence of;his contempr. of Mercy, and what 
may. be the:meangof eſcaping the wrath to come, 
and wherher an; endleſs Glory:be not infinitely 
better than, a few hours | Pageantry, and ever- | 
laſting enjoyment more ſatisfactory than mo- 


mentary 


For common experience refutes it. 'The | 
meaneſt Arrtificers that are Men that cannat.read | 
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mentary Pleaſures, and Erernal Reſt more deſts 
rable, than a tranſitory titillation ? 
'" What difficulty is there in this Conſideration, 
What Rocks, what Precipices arc there here, that 
mult be ventur'd on, to bring'it 'abour? Tees 
whole. ſtreet on fire, and am ttruck inro amaze- 
ment, and cannot F conſider, how dreadful ever- 
laſting Fire muſt be'? 1can confider, what a loſs 
it was to_ Job to be depriv'd of his Sheep, and 
Camels, and what is more, his Children,andlaft 
of all of his Health, and Eaſe; and Quiet; and 
cannot T conſider what a loſs it mult be for 'me 
to loſe more ,. than all this comes to 2 I con» 
ſider, it's worth. ſitting up lare, and riſing early, 
and running up and down to get'a livelihood; 
And cannot -I conſider, how far more rational 
it 15 to ſeat, and toil, and labour for an ever- 
laſting Inheritance? T can conſider with delight, 
how much eaſe and- content I ſhall enjoy wheh 
ſuch 3n'Eſtate T have the reverſion of, doth fall; 
and cannot I conſider, how happy thoſe mult be, 
that After their patient, continuance in welkdo- 
ing, 1hall be ef of Glory and Honour, and 
Immortality, and Eternal Life 2 1 can conlider, 
how Pleaſant, how Glorious a' thing it is to live 
1n. the*good Opinion of my Prince, under the 
Smiles,and gracious Looks of my BenefaQor; and 
cannot, I conſider, what a fclicity- doth attend 
them, that enjoy the Light of God's Coutte- 
Hance ? Hires fr changing the” ObjeR. "And T 
that cat conſider, "how diſingenions and ſordid 
$thing it isto'act againſt a Man, that hath rais'd 
| | me 
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me-out of duit; and advanc'd me to great digni> 
ty and preferment ; cannot-I conſider, what 
baſeneſs and -degenerous ingratitude it mult be, 
to... provoke that, God who maintains me, and 
reſerves me, and without whom IT cannot 
reath or moye? TI that can conlider the rea- 
ſonableneſs of ſorrow and grief where I have 
offended, and; done a ſignal injury to my Sus 
perior; cannot ] conſider h..w jult and equirable 
1t.is,, when I look on that Sayiour, whom my 
{ins haye pierc'd, to mourn 4s heartily as one that 
wourns. for his.only Son? .I that can conſider, how 
{ad a; thing .ir_ is to fit in a Dungeon, depris 
ved of the comfortable beams of the Sun, and 
what is more, of the Society of all Lovers, and 
acquaintance,ia 'an enemies Country, where m) 
food is ſuch as .Dogs would, refuſe to ear, ati 
the ſtench round about me intolerable, cannot 
I conſider how dreadful it, will be one day to 
be cyerlaſtingly. ſhut our from .the enjoyment 
of that light, which refreſhes the Souls and Bo- 
dies of Glorified Saints for'eyer, and to be thruſt 
into a diſmal Priſon, whence I maſt come out 
no more,till have. paid the uttermoſt farthing? 
Why, ſhould not my underſtanding ſerve me 
conſider the one as well as the other ? Spiritual 
things are the. moſt adequate and moſt? proper 
objects of my underſtanding. They are the pro- 
per fuel for that flame. which cheriſh and teed 
1;, and make-it riſe, and ſoar ro Heaven. 'What 
ever concerhs_ proviſion for "the fleſh, or this 
preſcnt life, is but a ſecondary objec; er by 
T2 YE SAT IVE INTER 406, © vout 
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favour and permiſſion, than by* deſtgn. For 
God's deſign in giving us underſtandings, was, 
that they might” be” Recepracles 'of Spiritual 
Truths, Store-houſes of inviſible Treaſures. Cons 
trivances how we may get our bodily wants and 
neceſſities ſupplied, for ought T know, may be 
rform'd, and order*'d by Senſe alone, withonr 
keaſon, withour this ſublime faculty of Under- 
ſtanding, as we ſee in Beaſts and ignobler Ani- 
mals, which, being ſtrangers to” this priviledge, 
and directed only by Senſe, furniſh rhemſelves 
with neceſſaries,conveniencies, and ſuperfluiries: 
Go to the Ant, thou ſluggard, confider her ways, 
and be miſe, which having no' guide, overſecr, "of 
ruler , provideth her meat in the Summer, anda 
gathereth her food in the harveſt, Prov. 6.6. 
. 8. 
{ But what will nor Men call difficult, if they 
are unwilling to do what they ſhould > How 
would Houſes be built 2 How would” the Field 
be ſow'd > How would Harveſt be brought in, 
if Carpenters and Husbandmen, ſhould 'pre- 
tend difficulty > If Men will be droans, ex- 
cules are ſoon found our. Our Underſtandings 
are quick enough to light upon evaſions,. and 
I never knew any finner whoſe wits would not 
ſerve him to reaſon himſelf out of a known Du- 
ty. And of this nature is the pretence of hard- 
thip, Men allege. And who fſees'nor, that" this 
iS but a ſhift ro ſatisfie rheir Conſciences, thar 
they may not twitch them for the Omitſlion: 
and tkey mult have ſome plea, leſt they ſhould 
{in 
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ſin bare-fac'd ,. and ſeem to--affront God withe 
out cauſe or. inftigation. _ And indeed, this plea 
is. a.true ſtroke of the Deyil, for though the 
way. to deſtruction-be far more craggy, and ins 
ficutely, fuller of Precipices, than the way to life, 
witneſs Mens breaking through Infamy, the has 
red 1 of rheir- Friends, the S:foteaſure of their 
Relations, the fences of Modeſty, the ſcorn © 
Angels, the indignation of a. conſuming Fire, 
to. get-at ſin ;!, watneſs the yenturing, ſometimes 
their Fortunes, ſometimes their Lives, ſometimes 
their Reputation, ſometimes the ruine of their 
Families to.. pleaſe the Deyil.; yer the broad; 
way... bcing down, whereas the {trait is up the 
hill, his perſuaſion. prevails the ſooner, that th 
former is infinitely . more facile and eaſe ; K 
thus he aſperſes and ſecks'to crack the Credit of 
this {ſpotleſs Virgin., Configeration , the Joy 
of Angels, the Envy of Devils, the Off-ſpring of 
God, and rhe, great Ladder whereby Men mull 
climb to Heaven, and: hard it mult be, thou 

nothing be more caſie ; 'tis athing portable,and 
is always to be had; it's always 1n ſeaſon, al: 
ways at hand, always within call, no burthen 
in a Journey, no load in a Voyage,. Men may 
carry it with them whereyer they go ;. when 
they are travelling, when they ſtay at home;..1n 
company, and our of company ; when. they are 
walking, when. they are fitting down;;. when 
they go to bed, when they riſe-; they need not 
run: beyond. Sea to fetch it, nor involye many 


Books ro be Maſters of.it ;. they nced nor;lail 
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toi the: Antipodes to compals- it, nor dig utider 
ground to find it; 'they need-not-ranfack- the 


Indies ro-enrich: themſelves: with it, -nor Venture 
Ship-wracks. to-bring ir home ; they need: not 


(ell Lands and- Houſes to purchaſe it, nor run 


the hazard of Sword and Fire: to ſecure it; they 
need- not. clamber Mountains to poſleſs it, nor 
wade' through Rivers to inherit ir, They carry 
this Treaſure in their Hearts,and irmuſt be mere 
ſluggiſhneſs if they ler it lie there, and\make-no 
uſe of it. The Fire is hid under the Aſhes, 'and 
they need bur ſtir-ir, and blow it, \and it will 
ſoon flame out; and God hath made the Dury fo 
caſie-on purpoſe, that Men might not be delu» 
ded\'by the Devil into a belief of its impoſh- 
bility. - Strange ſtupidity ! they do not think it 
hard to carry Talents of Lead,' or Mountains 
of Sin--on their Backs, and yer they think Con 
{ideration- hard; even that Conſideration which, 
like: a Faithful Friend, would tell them howto 
be rid of that heavy load they bear, a load, 
which-would immediately ſink them into Hell,” 
bur-that the Devil puts under his Shoulder, and-” 
helps them to carry” it, and 'fo they feel-ir nor; 
They do not think ir hard to dig into Hell, and 
yet they think Conſideration hard; which would 
teach them a way how to quench that fire. The 

do-not think ir hard to be oppreſs'd by a moit- 
bloody Utſurper, and yer they: think Conſide- 
ration hard, which would ſhew them how they- 
might ſhake off thar yoke, which neither they 


| nor their. Forefathers were ever able to bear,” 


Look 
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Look: how laborious the Priefts of Baal are: in 
the worſhip of their God 2 They cur theniſelyg 
with Lancers, ti!l the Blood guſtv out upon'them 
They do nor think it hard ro. bleed, - yer” rhink 
it hard to leave Fornication.” The TE 


44-12, 13. See what pains they take. 7he Smith 


with the Tongs oth worketh in the coals, 'andufa 
joneth 'it with hammtrs, and worketh it with'the 


ftrength of his: Arms,yea, he is: hungry, and bn | 
ſtrength: faileth, te drinks no water, and 4s (faint 


The : Carpenter ftretcheth out his. Rule, "he .marketh 
it out with a Line, he fitteth it with. Plains he marks 
eth 'itout with the Compaſs, ) and maketh it afta 
the freure of a (man, according: to the Beauty 

4 man, that it may remain in the Fouſe. This they 


do not think hard, yer think 'Self-denial .ina 


beloved Paſſion hard , a true emblem» of all 
unconverted finners in general. They do: not 
- think it hard to obey every-little Slave, every 
filly Luſt, every common Soldier, in that Camp 
of which themſelyes might be the Generals; and 
yet they think Conliderarion hard, which would 
freethem from that Tyranny,and acquaintthem 
with away. howthey might be:Kings and Prieſts 
unto God, and ſhine as the Stars in the: Firma 
ment for cver. 3-Vatul 
Q' Men unwiſe,;and flow. of Heart, to-beliew 
all chat rhe Prophets _ have ſpoken ;  you-that 
have courage to meet an Army inthe Fieldyand, 


ro ule Job's expreſſion, have /;confidence 40: laugh | 


at. the elittering-\ ſpear and the: ſhield, Job;39: 23 
You that hayecourage- to plough the-Sca; to face 
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11. Love of. the World, and jeing PR 
employ'd about ſenſual objects. This is, another 
Impediment of Chlltloratian” And"indeed we 
heed, not worider to ſee Meh niegle&tfal and cates 
tels of this 'grear 'Ynd' nectflary work; Whew the 
World takes up their heatrs, and enprofles thei! 
affections; * when we Tee how all their: Plots! 
Deſigns, Contriyandes, Deſires ate for cheWorld} 
and 'When they wind only fleſhly things, as the 
Apoſtle, phraſes it, PBL 73.19. This' was well 
expretſed by the ancient  Parable,”/in which- a 
I Traveller 
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Traveller. is. xcpreſented, fleeing from the fletce- 
nels and OS an Unicorn, but as he flees, he 
falls inzoa Pit,and rowling down, lays hold on the 


bough ofa. Tree, and now thinks himſelf ſecure 


from all danper. But as he looks about, he be- 
holds two Males corroding the root of the Tree, 
he holds by,and underneath him a Dragon ſpit- 

Ing fire, : and threatning to devour; him ; and 
on ſides of him, four Serpents hiſſing, and 
in the midſt of all this danger ſome Honey trick- 
ling down. from the Tree, . with the [weetnels 
of which, and agreeableneſs to his Palate, he 
is ſo taken and raviſh'd,that he forgets his Fears, 
and rejoyces, though fi 


CES, furrounded with ſo many 
implacable Enemies. 'The Unicorn is Dearth, 
The Pir is the World, the Tree Man's Life, the 
two Moles Day and Night, the four Serpents 
the four Elements Man is compos'd of, the Dre 
gon is the Devil, and the Honey volupruouſne(- 
neſs, or the ſweetneſs and pleaſures of the 
World. 


What I;mean by the World, none can be ig- 
norant of, that, hath either read what wiſe men 


have written. concerning it, or hath heard the | 


Word of the Goſpel ſounding in his Ears : For 


indeed, it's not the leaſt part of our Commillion | 


ta/dehort and diſſuade Men from fixing their 
AﬀeRions on theſe ſublunary Objects, and but 
thar continual incylcating. of the ſame thing 


would make our Auditors nauſeate the molt } 


whoitome Leſſons, we could not do them great- 
cl 
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Rives, that they did totally deny themſelves 
. [| pA | 
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er ſervice;'"\than by: (making ſuch Dehortations 
the ual ſubject of ounmiSermons. 

All:thatvis in the World, is the luſt of the fob 
and thei lyſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, laith, 
the Divine, x Foh. 2,'16. Whatever out» 
watd: obje ſerves to gratific Senſe, whatever 
here helow is moſt commonly deſired and luſt- 
cd after, whatever makes for ſatisfaction of the 
fleſh,-or of our ſenſual apperite, all is compre» 


| hended under this name. 


And indeed it is with theſe worldly comforts, 
as it is with the Garden of Ea»; ſome arc for 
food, ſome for trial ; ſome ro keep our Bodies 


ſerviceable to our Souls; ſome to prove our Souls, 
whether they'l reſt on theſe broken Reeds, or 


ſeek Reſt and Acquieſcence in him, | that is the 


Creator of all. And accordingly the Almighty 
thought fic to limir the uſe ot theſe eerreſirial 
Felicities, and to ſignifie in his Word; that his 
intent in giving them, was, that they ſhould be 
our Seryants, not our Maſters; that he deſfign'd 
them as advantages to us, not hjndrances, in 
admiring and adoring the immenſe Goodneſs 
and bounty of God, and that he appointed them 


| for our uſe no farther, than they would: ſerye 


to promote his Glory, and the Eternal Felicity 
of our immortal Souls.” This the Saints of old 
underſtood, who therefore were very ſparing 
in the uſe of theſe outward Comforts, for fear 
of being deluded by them into Fondneſs; Nay 
ſome {o dreaded falling in | love-with-. theſe al- 


mn 
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In the uſe of them, as St: Fohz the iBaptift;vly 
had no honfe bur the' Deſert, no chamber; by 
the hole of a. Rock's che fowed now;'intithe 
did he reap; neither .gather- into Barnsz\he wt 
no Wine; no Table, no delicious Contls; no! Bd 
made ofthe fofteſt plumes; his Forta,phiis Tabl 
and his Bed-chamber were the cold ground. Hy 
Wild Fowbwas Locuſts,/his Cake: wild Hong, 
the rich Cup, he 'drankiin, the:hotlow»af hy 
Hand, and his Wine wasrWater of-the: Nei 
bouring Brook. He tookinotice indeed of "the 
Creators/Wiſdom in theſe: outward Objeas;bu 
was afraid to pur them1in his[Bolom;::for, tea, 
like Snakes warm'd by his vital heat; they::ſhould 
ſting him' into an Epidenuical Sicknels: Buthen 
we find''Men generally -live the: revetled 
God's Deſigns and Intentions; and inſtead ofutay 
theſe vifible Comforts in. order to:a greateriend 
they make:that their home; which was invendel 
only for their Inn, and are:tor' erecting Tabe 
nacles to dwell there, -which God defign'd on 
ly as a Thorows-fare. | & ral 
And-to rhis-unhappineſs,- prepoſterousEdv 
cation,- which moſt Men are {abje& "ro; dell 


vety much-contribute.- For' whereas-we 


be educated into Reaſon,” and: a' righrapptt 
henſionrof- rhings we are uſually educatedant 
Senſe and. Deceptions ; \ and thote 'rhar have tit 
care of* us; and ſhould /'teach us Self-denialil 
theſe outward: things; and by that-means engaf 
our Souls'to fix-on nobler objects, do»commoniſ 
preſent us with nothing but-1enſual {arisfactions 
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All. cheis, Diſcourfes-ro ugare of the World, and 


of che Magnificence,:; Greatneſs, Splendor, and 
raviſly ects oftheſcoutward. Gaierics ; and/ 


the fixlk Principles they teach us,are,how to/pleale 
Senle,aad, to, pamper our Appetites and- though! 
now,apd.'then they.teagh.us fome!lictioNotions 
of, Divinity, yet; it-is ja-ſuch a ſenſual way, char” 
it.anounts.£0- ng more, than a Formality and Di- 
yertilemgnt; and: being a;rhing thats raughr by 
the byH, makes/little,or no imprefſhon upon our 
Atedtions.;/ The fiſt zhing we ſhoild-beraught, 
ſhould,peripoverty .in-cheqmidl(t of plenty, and 
the Art; of, being contented .withdurt carnal caſe 
and {anisfaction;of bearing injuriesand. reproach-! 
eS, Of, doing | things:dentrar Y..£0: QUT, natural :des 
fires, and, of deſpiting,all-things-'thar;make; for 
rhe pampering of: rhe;fleſh. i Werſhould/be: edu+ 
cated | jnto-a-love.of;,$ackeloth ani” Athes ;' and/ 
doing phat which flaſh and Blood hath the:great- 
elt- ayerſign, from./ $0, the - ancient! (briſtians! 
taught)rheir, Childreg,.and.that madethem ſuch 
excellent, Saints,., but ur;ifirſt, ;nfliouRigns- are! 
things of a different nature. This fine Coach; 
and thaleaieh, Trappings This curiqusGarden, 
and x ME Capmedione Seat; This, iNeoklace:of 
Pearl, and gar gliſtering Diamond; 'Tibis|Freacky 
diſh, jand| chat pungopglauce. Ebis.dilk- Coarg 
and; that. V clyet,Capg;Fhis: man's {lately Train 
and the, others {plengid Rerinue; Thiyman's fea» 
thers, andthe. ochers acolhly; yollwtntss Fhettb 
ace the ghings, we argtfirſt of-a[l»doſtructcd ro) 
$3Z0.Q% and £0. Stern! Igin9d! 1) 128 
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But whatever diſadvantages Men lie under ups 
on the account of their ſenſual Education; "ons 
would think; when they come to the full ae o 
their Reaſon;\and are capable of Underftaridi 
the vanity; emptineſs, uncoriftancy, of rhiefe low: 
er objeas, ant: of apprehending thar' they*war 
only intended: as Ladders; to raife thein 'inty 
contemplatibns of their great Benefactor in Hee 
ven, when they-arrive to- this ripenels'of 'tinder- 
ſtanding; come our of: their Apprenticeſhip, ſet 
up for themſelves , become, as it' were; thei 
own Maſters, and enter upon the poſſeſſion o 
that Eftare, which before”'was managed- by 6 
thers ; one would think; V ſay, they fl 
begin (asthere is commonly an alteration of ou 
remper, upon the | alteration of our'coridirions 
and fortunes )''to rectifie- thoſe ſenſual principle, 
which their. Nurſes and Tutors hayethed -into 
them, and waſh away the ſtains thoſe *f6tid/Mt 
ſters (as jadeed Men may' be kill'd by kitidheſſes, 
and, like that Olympian Vitor , be / ſtifled” with 
Poltes, ):. have unluokily "imprinted on” he 
Souls. 

Bur alas/! there are ſo very few, lint Fo _ 
gone thus-far, ſtop, and: abreimps v0" 
their Appetitcs to the dieten' of Rea 
Religion, or ſeek to clevate- their Souls" whe 
the dung and crouble of rhe why according 


pald the | 


es tt. ard 
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_ the _ of rheir pa — 
per a __ ints the * of 1 d&s 
ſites. open' the: ga abr be c the door _ 
ger for ſenſual Frlach to enter 4n; diy, 
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ir be modeſt and loth ro enter, compel it to come 
in. and give their Spirits an infuſion of carnality ; 
water and keep wart the ſeed of worldly in- 
clinations;/ and find our 'Ways ro- ittreale their 
Thirſt - add heat to their: Fever, provoke thicir 
ſenſual apperite ro enlarge” it ſelf 'as*Hell, and 
Rating ' have not bect ſufficiently, or {aith- 
fully Sg infra in the enjoyment of rheſe 
worldly; felicities;rhey try experiments and con- 
cluſions to find' dit'r&w farisfactions," and thus 
plunge” rh&mſelyes "into the main! Sea?,” being 
charmed by rhe Sun-beams playing and glitrer- 
ing upon the, Water, and eurling of* rhewaves ; 
and the*ithpreſſions which were®'rhade on-the 
Wax, when ſoft and tractable, remain} when it 
is grow: harder'; attd now by a'contifiudlt huts 
ry of worldly-cares” and bufineſles,” whielt 

are content to, admit 'of, they make thewr:Souls 
the leaſt '4bject of their Solicitude7 and were 
they ask'd, as that prophane Duke; What they 
think of Hexven ? it's like' they world anfiver 
in his language, or think fo, or at leaft a@ as if 
they thought ſo, That they hav? ſo muth Puſineſi 
on Earth, that they cannot think of Heavini Thus 
their very Spirits become ' Fleſh, andirheiv Souls 
rurn to Earth as well'as their Bodies,” "And the 
tincture of carnaliry in” them'is ſoſtrong, that; 
like petrifying watets,' which turn' all things 
thrown'into* them' ihro' fone, of "# lapideous 


_ Tubſtance, 'it makes all th& Thoughts thar come 
| Into their Minds ſubſerviciit 'ro their ' worldly 
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Whence' it comest pa har they: Regde- #1 
ing altogether ſenſual, umprepnared wig! world: 
ly Cares.ang, farisfaCtins an all. their Þ 
imploy'd,.ip.contriving; Es L0. BT { A... Sr6arer 
ſhare of Are than they. have. a ready , Or: at 
lealkzo keep, andipreſerVe what rhey, kE,there 
isno reom-for this. Conſideration, of thear® Fa 
tual Eflare, ge. Condicjon,, They. hearkgn, x 

Lite, 4 


thing with any Zeal ord ention; or 
doth-not;. carry cither 1gme . worldly zprofit. or 


plea” | dP: Xt, avg; . 


| it 5 
lf;in che Fable, þ it to 
School; lx; inde TY .could Ns R of 
al that was laid to: him,. bur. Sheep... "His 1 ind 
$520 n that,: and Saplequenrly was, hard- 
all;ocher. Veg _ Fc 

3 mw geragign:; how Ch ſhall-be be faved. | herc- 
aſter: \Fhbers as; n0 1angs, - be boughr with 1 it, 
n9:Manges: 50, be. purchas'd, no Houſes to be 


built, 9 guntries tobe conquer'd, .no Ho- 


$420 bg.gor\ by it. "fs brings 1n'no Riches, it 


docke wort-ing them; Relpect an dit wich 
ÞPringes and Mtagt, Qualizy, 3.1L ide w; Mok 
rhiie Tablegyyich daintics and deligacy 
BOY. Murtitiſh,chem, with Portions or. their Ch! 
dren c ;uf goth, Fs dd ElX. Rf 3:5 "pur 


them int ome doi ic on. B ory, 
QT 19. bg cladg like Diyes, With DUK. 2x 
ir d oth not maintain their great ctinye,. nor 


prefers them with ſoft ;Airs; it doth por oh 
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yidefor their, Families? nor keep ups their Poms 
and Grandeur : Were" ir ſuc/a powerful thing! 
as, the Pb ilefopWWP-Srome is fabled r6'be, anddid 
itenable rliem to.ftrn their Tron-into Gold, Vand 
did 1 it make rhei "Trade to flourilh, and did/4e 
make their Garfiers full, affording'all matinee of 
Store, 2nd Giſt ſuch froicfulne(s \amongthim 
flacks, that their ' ſheep” mizht Wine forth thouſands 
and tem thouſands 11 therr ſtreets; Did itraife then 
to the Power of * Senitcherib, co'the Maenificente 
of. Netuchadvetiv, t& the Plealares of Soltwon'4 
did 1 it 'promile : thedbmn, ard! whiſper in-thety 
Fars, "thar they thouſd erljoy Eaſe 7and Plerity 3 
. goat all petd\verture, nothing thouldtave 
tnych of their Cate or Hearrs,as Conſideration 

oo theif ways: Bur having none of theſe' bairsy 
wi their' Hearts Being focd on the' World; hey 

n find no titne Vi is exerciſe: As well 

Gs take* pleaitte x in the! Jound- of - A Fiddle] 

3p a Horſe Fright in 'Arithractick, Or an Od 
he fi ghr-of a well-ord&v'd 

Arni iy, as ſuch Men, fer wide aþarr for beers 
eottection ; "and \ Rikoyer pre Ont. their *ma 
bein the tnotives 4 Judicis n'deth > 
ledge "they cannot Stk! ſuch Ar 24 If 
annor,did'Tay'? They Willnoraflowthegs 
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wy rhitg $38 $oiils ,of that thleSaulgate apes 
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MINUTES Of hours-are taken from their Heſhl 
ſatis'actions, or from proſecuting their - worldly | 
concerns, they look upon as.tlung away. 


By  worldly..concerns, I,,do, not only. meaj | 


buſinelles, which an Eſtate, or Trade, or_Faniily, 
or, Qtfice, or-ſcenſual Pleaſures cauſe, bur, bulk 
ne{s,of Study and  Learning:.too; and one may 
be.as.much traken-up with his Study, as another 
is.with his. Trade, and conſequently be very 
loth. to allow any time for this, Conſideratin 
we ſpeak of,. To be ſtudious and yet. inconl+ 
cate, implies, ng contradiction - and ama 
y. contemplate God., ;atd Heayen, apd t the 
mh conn Cxeation-,;iand yet. .got c template chem 
ua, order, to.a Haly EIS anorher lik, 
or-With ;an-ingent. to morrific his Sins and. Cor 
ruptions,ang tg imitate Hogg in 0 IrBES with 
out, which, it: cannot be Canſ lideration ; and the 
eſt name” we cap.give it, ..is-an empty Spe 
KiOB ; Sg.that 3pirial Medication may þ 
(s, if rap which puts me wu 
tbe my profelion,. whereby I get a 
be temporal. Profit, or Honour, , or applauſe 
it be not undertaken With, 98, intent ; to edifs 
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on. "A contitiual hurry of biifineſs ſheds dark- 
nels the' Soul, thruſts'our rhat Eye where- 
by 5 ould yoo upon it {elf, and 'makes'r in- 
= only on things which tickle and pleaſe the 
Td, like Fe, when any 'mork s to 
CA Corfderttiohd arſe replies, 'G 
Fr —Srany and when I have 4 in caſh, 
I-will'call for thte, As 24. = This, as the Bad) 
lonian? did the Children of If act, Keeps tr 
deration in capebpcy and binds it up in 
that*it'can ho fallies, and'if ne _ Une 
it wowld po forth; like Tenilfas, to' aview 
of the Mrexafil Army of the. Ph;Bftians,” chgcl 
it; affd' drives'it back into its ODE here, 
b ſome martial Prince, ir lies'E up, and 
s FOR: and Valour remain unknown. to the 
mics, tha, wercit looſe, would ſoon feet * 


qi and cher; Ke er with Co 
ih, as With t icarion, hon 


14."x6. #+-7% xr Cares mere ri 
ett rhe'Svul' feels any Su; nh or 
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Mach 21048 lafld uþ"for many yAaPe. 11 IE would fhew 
thenr/hiow falls, oy periſhable pal theſe -out- 
ward Comforts are,and that rhey have 
moreithin 'rhis'. deceivful World to lo6k Meer. 
Childerdtion likk 2'faithful CounſcHor, would 
nideceive.cheraowiothicir ford Opinions of this 
wreachefous” Friend; idifeover® th "Hem: hisibaſe 
defipris9' the miſthivfs he Urives-at"und&r-all his 
ities, the Serpenr!ithar lies under thole green 
po en re og Lg »Corffide- 
tation like the'lwticft Joh aba8pF#./40:'14;"r5., 
whotold Gedali a9 that” hit was nor the Marr 
herook®s him for ,.yortld'-open+che” Cave,” and 
ſhewpichem- the* roaring Liow" and affire" then 
chatthebeaſt is not {o* harmleſs]: as\they art apr 
to imagine, not{oHivto play with, as ts Aeem- 
ing fafene(s:would fake chem believe.” Burfach 
is the! love cheyubear to! the-Workd;/ rhavithey! 
ar6Jealous of all things that would fubverr cheir 
Love, atiid'hate'Conſfiderarion 4s a4n(Enemy;- be” 
caiife/they are aftaid: ir will 'diſc e -tho(e' 
embraces; and breale the 'League between rhetw 
and ' theſe '' earthly''{arisfations; and! pur theit 
Hearts; that lic ctofe to 'the World; our-of rheit 
place;-diſpolle(s them of their carthly-minded- 
nels, and prompt 'them' To lay -up in ſtote" for 
themſelves a good ifoundation againſt the'rime 
rocome;.and lay hold on Erernal lite. -A ftrange 
fondneſs this! which doth not- only Marry the 
Heart unto the World, and makes them two, owe 
feſh, bur ſends our ſpies to" wateh againſt all rhe 
endeavours of this taithful Monitor, viz. Conti- 
"ot | deration, 
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dergtion, that it may not break the match, 6x 


its adulceries, 


O- God! How.is thy ſimilitude in Man. | 


faced 2 How is that Glorious Image thou, didſt 
once ſhed into his Breaſt, blotted: and dehiled.? 
Is this the Man thatreceiv'd a Soul romind Hea- 
ven moſt 2 Is rhis the Man, over whom thou didſ 
ſpread thy skirts,.: whoſe nakedne(s thou did(t 
cover, and with whom thou: didſt enter-into.an 
everlaſting Covenant, whom-thou-doſt draw. by 


cords of love, whoſe Soul thou aiaſt betroth um | 


to thee for ever in righteawſneſs, and 1n judemen, 


aud in loving kindneſs, and jn  mercies ? 2, 
x9. Is this the man about whole-Creation thou 
didſt conſult, and about whole Make the Haly, 
Bleſſed, and, Glorious Trinity enger'd: into /deljr 
beration? Who would have thought, that the far 
vour would ever have becn forgorten. or that this 
extraordinary. way of forming him would ever 
have beenraz'd out of his mennary + Who:would 
have thoughr;thar after this mark of God's. Love 
he, would have loyed any thing beſides God, or 
who. would. have expected lels,- than his.jntire 
dedicating himſelf--ro his Maker after ſuch unr 
uſual.Care,. and Induſtry; of ;the Deiry,2- Falſe 
treacherous Man! Is the World become his; Mar 
{ter 2-Is his Servant become his Soycreign2 And 
is that which was intended for his Footitool;. ber: 
came his Throne, whereon he brayes all he: mel- 
lages of gracc and pardon 2 Shall ſo great aiSout 
be married to {0 mean. a Slaye z/ $0:great.a-dpint 


joynd 


diſſolve the bond, ot make the Heart (cenſible of | 
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joyn'dtofo pitiful a Vaſal > 'atid fia{lthar which 
was defien's for. him to trample b;*and delpiſe, 
domineer, and uſe him like a Prifoher, put fet- 
ters abour his Feet and ſhackle his Soul, that it 
may not return.to that Husband to whom it hath 
ſworn fidelity, and.promiſed allegiance and ſub- 
jeion.; Unhappy Creature ! Arr thou deligned 
to judge the Apoſtare Angels,” 'and doſt” thow 
make thy-ſelf their ſport? They would dread 
chee, hadſt thou courage ro deſpiſe che' World, 
and doſt rhou make thy ſelf deſpicable 'in-thejr 
Eyes ? They would fall arthy Feet, and be afraid, 
as they were, at the Sight of Jeſus, ahd doſt thiou 
fuffer them to ride over thy Head ?* Flow art thow 


fall n from Heawv'n, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning? 


and thou who hadſt once power 'given thee ro 
aſcend into Heauen, and without a © Metaphor, 
to exalt thy Throne above the Stars of God," to 
aſcend above the height of the clouds , and tb 'be 
like unto the moſt High; How art thou' brought 
down to Hell, to the it. of the Pit 2 How art thott 
tut down to the gvound + Flow *þ# thy pomp brought 


down to the grave; Ia. 14, It, 12, 13. 
II 7npediment.” - 


ITT. Unwillingnefs to part with their fins. This: 
certainly is the greate!t Impediment of Conſj- 
deration, and the chief cauſe of mens negk- 
ing this moſt uſeful work. Theit Conlciences, 
or their Hearts miſgive them, rhar Confiderati- 
on will diſcover the deformity and 'odiouſnel(s 

of 
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of rheir vices, ;and will put them upon, foiſ 
king their darling Luſts;. they are afraid'it w 
raiſe doubts and jealoulics in; their heads abs 
their preſent Condition, diſturb rheni if 1 Kt | 
ſlumber, diſcompoſtthemin their Golden dre: ms | 
drive them from, their Softs and. Faſe, and m 
their Candle burn dim and blue, which for the 
preſenr gives a, very delightful ſhine, and thee 
fare | they are loth to apply themſelves tot 
They look upon. it, as four Grapes thar wil 
ſet their Teeth | on edge, though 1n good tni 
their ſins are thoſe ſoure Grapes, which ftupi 
their Reaſon, their Minds, their Underſtanding 
and their Will, deſtroy their Spiritual Appetite 
and render the Bread of Life, in{ipid to them, 
'I have heatd of ſome rude and ſavage India, 
who. being decently cloathed by our Merchant, 
(for .in their own Country it ſeems, they kney 
no other Ornaments, but | Ka. and. guts of Bealls 
abour. their naked Bodies,.) and brought oye: 
into England, with an intent . to civilize them 
and make them, inſtruments, upon:their return; | 
toteach their own Nation Modeſty and Decency; 
as they wete walking abour the ſtreets of London, 
and beholding the ſtately Houſes that adorned 
that goodly City , they were obſerved to fight | 
and groan, and, to look very melancholy ; thok | 
that rook notice .of therh,. charitably Lelieved;| 
that their dejected looks wereno other but charz | 
Qters of their mourning at their unhappy Counts | 
try-men, who. were ſtrangers to ſuch FEditices, 
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nificence._ and Gallantry. Burt beihg ſeit over” 
into their own Country again, they quickly 
betraid the reaſon of their ſighs, and ſoon dit- 


| coyerd that their melancholy was cauſed by 


their being delivered from their naſtineſs, and 
beaſtly way of living :* For they were no {ooner 
come to ſhore, but they tore off their 'Cloaths 
with indignation, fell about the necks of their 
Countty-men with joy, and betook themfelves 
ro their Dung and Guts again, andin theſe or- 
naments they came triumphing to the Zrgliſh. 
There cannot certainly be a fitter Emblem of 
ſin where Men are enamour'd with it. '” They 
delight in their Plaguesſores, rejoyce in their 
wounds and : bruiſes, wounds not bound up, nor 
mollified with: Ointment. They are afraid of Plaiſt- 
ers, and. do ſo defire- to be ler alone in their 
miſery, that. they are: jealous of. a'Cure, and 
dread a Phyſician. Their filth is ſo pleaſing to 
them, their itch ſo amiable, :that he that offers 
to free them from ir, atrempts tearing'off their 
Bowels from them, and that's. it makes them 
afraid of Conſideration: 

For indeed, Conſideration. would \ Anatomize 
their ſin, ſhew them the. venom: that's ſpread 
through every part, ſhew. them who thar:God is, 
who profeſſes himſelf offended ar it; ſhew them, 
that he who is provok'd by it, is that 'God;' 
without whom they cannot be happy; whom to 
torſake, is ro be miſerable, whomto adore, is'to'' 


_ live in joy, whom to {erve is to reign, whom to 
©taris to be quiet, whom to know is tp be glo- 


K rious, 
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rious, whom to loye/is to-kkave all, whom to de 


ſire, is to, be:contented,: whom to.follow, is to| 
walk in the:;right way; who breath'd-into- their | 


Noſtrils the breath. of Life, and gives them the 
meat they ear, the:drink' they drink, and the 


cloaths they put on, that hath the: fame powe| 
over them,which the Porter hath over his Veſ, | 
and can create. and deſtroy them ar his pleaſure, 


that ſits:0n the circle: of the earth, ' and before 
whom all Nations are as a:drop of a'Bucket;and 
are accounted: as the ;{mall:duſt of the ballance, 
before whom they are nothing, yea;leſs thawno- 
thing and-vanity, from whom all their ſpiritual 
and temporal mercies:dodeſcend, without whom 
they could not be one: moment our' of Hell, who 
is their beft, their: greateſt, and moſt conſtant 
Benefactor, who lets his Sun ſhine upon them, 


and his Rain:drop down on their Fields and Pa | 


{tures ; who ſends his Holy Angels to watch their 
ſteps, and. to keep rhenv-.an their ways; who hears 
the Heavens'for them;': and makes the Heavens 


hear the Earth, and the Earth to hear the Corn, | 


the Wine, and the Oil, aud commands all rhele 
to relieve:theni; who--preſcrves them from dan- 
ger, prevents: their 'beiag hurt, and charges all 
the Elements ro {pare :them ; who. keeps them 
by:his: Providence, 'fupports them by 'his Wit 
dom, /protects themby his /Power, -and thinks 
nothing. too good for them, if they will bur ap- 
prove themſelves obedieht- Children, and live 
like perſons, who are ſenſible of rhe obligations 
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. Conſideration would let theme, that this 
God, who could undo them, wooes them to Re» 
pentance, and he that could, as Giarop did the 
Princes of Szccoth, 'tear their fleſh with thorns, 
and bryars of the - Wildernefs, beſeeches them, - 
not to ſtay in Sodom,and he that could, as David 
did the' Ammonites, put them under Saws, and 
under/harrows of Iron, and under Axes of Tron, 


ſpeaks to them to turn, as a Man' ſpeaks yo his 
Friend, and that there is nothing inthe World 
God hates more than ſin, 'and thi this is it his 


Soul abhors,being Holineſs ir kf nd of infinite 
purity ; Conſideration would let them fe, thar 
their fin controuls the Will and Wiſdom of that 
God, 'who feeds them, fers up Laws of its own 
making, in oppoſition ro thoſe Corhmands,which 
the Holy Angels dare not mention without trem- 
bling.” 'This would let them” ſee the Majeſty 
and Glory of that God whom they do affront; 
God' who charges his Angels with Folly,and gn 
whoſe brightneſs thoſe bleſſed Miniſters cantipr 
look;*without covering their Faces with their 
wings,and crying out in amazement, ZZoly, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Hoſts. A God who covers Hhim- 
felf with Light,as with a Garment,who ſtretches 


' out the Heavens-like' a Curtain, 'who"lays thþ 


beams of his chambers in the waters, who: makes 
the Clouds his Chariots, who walketh on the 
wings of the wind,who makes his Angels Spirits; 
and his Miniſters a flaming fire. Le Up" yout 
Eyes on high, and behold, ik "Lath"3:dflea 
theſe things, ' that” bringeth out rlicir- Hoſt" by 
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number, , he calls. them all. by, their Names, by 
the Greatneſs. of his. Might.,,, PY 
Conſideration would repreſent to them. the 
various Mercies and opportunities they.do ſlight, | 
and how: bhard-it will be for them to kick againſt 
the pricks; ,, this would ſhew 'them what refiſt- | 
ing their own;Mercies means, and what fighting | 
againſt their own Happineſs;imports ; howBlet- 
ſings. lighted, will turn to, a Curſe, and, Mercies 
abus'd will. aggravate their guilr; how {tubborns 
neſs makes Fool weary, of hewing Mercy; |and 
refuſing to.come in,while the Gates are open/pro- 
vokes the Maſter of 'the Houle, ro proteſt, That 
the. invized: Gueſts {ball -neyer taſte, of his Sup- 
PE : How opportunities of, being {crigus,-if neg» 
Jeed, may..be.ſnatch'd away, and the Scepter 
of..Grace,!if,.look'd upon - with contempt; ! and | 
{corn; may, neyer. be. ſtretch'd forth again.. .,/'/ 
- . Conlideration would let, them'ſce, whatgrief 
their, Sins, do, cayſc in Weayen; how, they, make | 
the.Etctnal;God complain ;/ how lothſom, | how *| 
 abominahle,they make themin the ſight. of God, | 
- and how-they.treal{ure up unto the owners wrath 
againſt. che, day, of wrath, and revelation, of che 
nghteous, Judgment of ,God., This would, ſhew 
them Chriſt elus onthe Croſs; how that Beauty 
bleeds, . bow that Monarch fighs, how that Cons | 
queror groans,. how heayy, how dejected;; how | 
diſconſolate, Sin: makes him, how, deep, he drinks 
ofthe. cup of trembling and. aſtoniſhment, and | 
What. exquiſite anguiſh rheſins.of Mankind cauſe 
12 lam, ; how Sin puts him, to infinitely, greater | 
ak pans, 
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pains, thanthe Rack; or Gibber,of a ficryFurnace, 
or 'the'Whee); and makes him feel ten thouſand 
rimes'preater Tormenr,than the malefactors felt, 
which were” crucified with him, thiswould be- 
ſpeak them in the- language of theProphers, Who 
i this\ that comes from 'Edom, with ed "garments 


from'Bazrah'?  Wherefore-1s he red" in” his Apparel, 


and\ his 'rhrments like him- that treads in the Wine- 


fat's AGai.631'r,x," |This'would ſhew chem, rhat' 


the Blood'which trickled-down from'thar Sacred: 
Head, | trickled' downoupon- the account'of their ' 
Follies and Tranſgreſſions; that their Oarhs,and 
Curlts; and Blaſphemjes, were the Fliorns that 
prickr/ his'Head ;/ thar'their Laſciviouſnels, -and- 
Fornieations,and Advilreries, wereithe ſpears that 
open'd! his'fide ;' thar their bdldnels'in Sinning,; . 
cheir {ohutions tobe*Dattin'd;” made the\Tears' 
guſh from- his Eyes; \that-thejr Harred;their Ma-! 
lice, their 'Envy, rheit' revenpeful Deſires, were 
the: Hands'rhat did'buffet him {© that their cove- 
rouſnels, 'and Workdly-mindedneſs, and neglect 
of: ther Duty towards God and' Man; were the 
Rods Thar {mote-him'4'that their Evi Thoughts, 
and-idle Words, and extravagant Achons, were 


theFuries that ſpit intohis-Face? rhiar their per- 


fidioufnets; their Ftcacheries, their Hypocrilies, 
were->the' Nails that* were ſtruck" through his 
Hahnds'and Feet ; ad that their labouring after 
Helkrcheir Endeavours to be miſerable;rheir con-" 
terpr-of-the Goodneſs of God,” thade: him{fwear 
arops*.ot Blood in-the Garden of: Gethfemane ;\ 
that their delight:iimabaGng Godj anda xtamp-' 
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ling on, his Laws, was that: which ;made hin 
ſhreek out, to the amazement; of Heaven, and; | 
Earth, My God, my God, why: haſt than forſaken.me\, | 
that the hear. of their Luſts was the cauſe of his, | 
Drought, and proved the Gall'and Vinegar that) | 
was given him to drink; that their. ſinful:Lives. 
killd him, and their deadneſs.in Duty\murther'd\ 
him ; that cheir Impatience and Unbelief halted. | 
him to the Crols; and. their Impenitenee. wab the 
cauſe of that; Purple flood, with the: Angels; for! 
the rarity and. ſtrangeneſs of it, | deſcended from! 


Heaven; to;behold, 


,, Conſeration would. lay. before them all the; 


Curles of the:Law, the Terrot; the Conſumption, 
the Sorrow; of |; Heart, the. Anguiſh that;attends| 


Sin in the end;the Troubles: of Conſcience it will, 


raile, ere, longs. the fights, /the diſquiet it will 


produce, how it diſtracted Francis Spira,, how it: | 


dilquieted .Rirhatd the, Third; how it - diſcom- 
poſed King Saw, and better Men than theſe, how 
it bow'd down. David,and-made him go mourn»: 
ing all the day/long, and roar for the diſquiet- 
nels of his Heart,how it made chePublican bluſh; 
afraid to lift up his Eyes to, Heaven, how it made 
him buffer his: Breaſt, ;and ready to pluck 'the 
hair from his Head. | This,would repreſent to 
them the flames that Dives felt, and mgde-the 
Wretch cry. out for a drop of: water 'to cool his! 
burhing Tongue, - This -would ſhew: them what. 
blackneſs ſin; doth caſt on their, Utderſtandings, 
and thar their being Baprized into the Chriſtian 
Faith, doth ;ſignitic lictle; excepr they. leave __ 
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ſins; and, that they :do name. the Name of Chriſt 
in yain, , without; they, ; depart-\ from-iniquiry. 
This wauld, ſhew them;their error: in flattering 
themſelves with the hapes, of God's Mercy, and 
demonſtrate ,.to them,. how: ridicytous/it is 'to 
belicye,: that, God , will ./pardon them, becauſe 


they | Kay ea oe ;:0r;/ that-he-- will for- 


give them,becaule theyare loth to.futter, This 
would ſhew them, that Ged ſees and-hears them, 
and will judge. them, and-fer their tranſgreſſions 
in order, before them, | for all the-ſeeining- delay 
of his yengeance. ., ; .-- 
Conſideration would diſcover to thetn.the par- 
don and , reconciliation they mult. go. without, 


if they do not ſpeedily retuta; the Bleſſings 


they deprive themſelves of, the Comfgrts they 
bid defiance. to, the. Light, the Favour of God, 
and the Mercy of. Chriſt Jeſus they! muſt for 
ever. want, and be deſtitute. of, -if they fly nor 


into his Arms, with, the greateſt expedition and 


alacrity., ,,'This, would tell rhem, that. if- they 
make, light of Salvation,, it will, be with them, 
as with one;' who hath; bgen in want for a long 
time, and-that day,ſome great Eſtate falls to him, 
he dics,and muſt notenjoy it ; or, as with a Man 
deſtitute. of, daily food, who is-brought-into /a 


room, where. are. the-moſt delicate diſhes, the 


greateſt Dainties, the meſt,nouriſhing Mear, the 
molt palatable Dithes, and yer muſt rouch: note 
of them, '; but :go away-.cmpty and hungry, 
and ſtaryggn, the midſt of-all that plenty;, This 
would aggravate' their gk make them appear 
15; + hs 
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in their proper colours, | and | fhew that they ar 


no better''than Cocatrices Eggs, ' and Spiders | 


Webs. Have not you ſeen the crafty Spider} 
weave a Net, and 'then'lie cloſe in'atnbuth, tl! 
the ſilly Fly, daz!cd'/ perhaps with the curiof 
of the Net;haſtens to thoſe unhappy Labyfintld 
bur while ſhe is ſporting her {elf in'thoſe Chan- 
ters of death, - out comes - the Murrheter, / amd 
leads the captive Wretch in triumph home. Coh- 
fideration/would ſhew them, 'that thus it is with 
Sin, and that with much fair ſpeech, as that Har 
lot, Prov. 7. 21, 22,23. it cauſes the ſinner 
mield, with the ' flattering' of her lips' hz forces him. 
Ht goes after her ſtraight' way, as an Ox 'gots to th 
Paughter, or a fool 'to"the' correttion 'of "the ſtocks: 
till a dar ſtrike through his Liver, 'as 'a'bird haſtt 
to the ſnare, 'not knowing- that it is for life. 

This' kindneſs Conlideration would do them. 
Thus and thus it would'tell them $ + and' this is 


it'Men are afraid of,” and therefore'care” not for | 


entertaining it. Their ſins 'afford them preſent 
{atisfaction,and the pleaſure they promile is brisk 
and lufty on their fancies; their Body feels it, 
their Eyes {ee it, their Ears hear it,'their Tongue 


ralts'it, it"tickles all their Senſes, it makes them |} 
Merry 'anhd Jovial, and- makes their'Blood frisk | 
and. datice in their Veins. 'It makes them forget | 
their' Sorrows, and puts the evil-day far from | 
chem. It is an Opiate, that takes away all Senke | 


and Fear, and they are' not afraid,” though ſur- 


rounded'with the greaxeſt 'danger, it 'rthakes them | 
ling 6n'a' precipice, *ahd laugh- while the houſe 


cracks 
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cracks,and is ready rofall on their heads,It makes 
them drunk, and conſequently infenfibl&of all 
thoſe dreadful'things, which the 'Prophers;! and 
Apoſtles of God'have ipoke' of; * perfectly 'of the 
"Temper of Nev, who plays;while Rome is Biifi- 
ing, and makes metry, while the {moke of! 
City"*goes tip''to' Heaven Frequent: corverfe 
and long acquaintatice hath "madetheir Friend- 
ſhip with Sin inviolable.' Andtliough'itis/ al- 
ly' the greardlt evil," and the'cauſe-of all evils 
in the World; theugh it murthers while it ughs, 
and poiſons while it fmiles and ctinges ; "though 
it is {o metcilefs;"'that not cotitented to Kill the 
Body, it attemprs the Soul tob; yer having, like 
the Prophet's 'Ewe-lamb, ' 284m *1 2.3" bee 
nouriſlf'd, and kept by its owiers for matry'years, 
and being 'grown up together” with''them;*and 
having eaten of- their' Meat$* 'arid' drank of 
their Cup, and lain in their Boſoms,” andbeen 
to them as a Child, the fondheſ$'is grown (bereat, 
that nothing can make rhem willing to part with 
it. ' Hence it is, that Confideration'its Tobk'd 
upon 4s a {awey, ill-bred, unmmagerly Maſitn- 
ger, that would part the deareſt Friends;'divide 
Sin from their Souls, and cauſe 'a"Civil Warm 
their bowels,deſtroy the reigning power of Vice, 
attempt its ſtrong Holds; 'and'{torm irs'Fortifi- 
cations. They lye encircled'in «i Arms Zand 
though they hang all chis'while over Hellfire 
by 2 twined-thzead, though” God/all this while 
ſhakes his Rod over them;' ahd while” they hug 
the fin, is preparing - the inſttumexts of "death, 
and wherting his' Sword, and bending his Bow, 


an 
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and iro it read et . ut. ſcems, ſuch. is the | 
preſcat nm {o ſweet is RN P 
pre it yields,that Mea care not for being awakd p 
hy fad Conlideration;! Unhappy qualification.!; Dol ; 
ou come to thy-kriend aMdmight, and knock, - 

C 

lo 

el 


and ask; him, for three Loves,, and will not. the 

Chucle riſe, and; give thee what. thou wantek, 

notwithſtanding , alk, thy Ytunity 2... Thi 

three Loaves,what, are phi i the Under 

| ing, Wall and Afﬀedtions. of; the, forlorn Sinner 
BY be e; part, With none of cheſe to 58k 

thy neceſlity,or, racher to, reteve his own 2. Tha 

only wantelt.chem. ro make him happy, and do 

ry Wo fuſe to-give thee materials. to, . build 

laſh ing. houſe, "which like the: everlaſting H 

can never. be moved. / . 

We ſhould: wonder to ſee 2 Man, that's rea 
to ſarye for want. of food, refuſe, the Bread,,a 
Ment, that's. o d, him ; . and wonder. to ſera 
perſon; thar's ready. to, periſh withOald reject, te 

pen and Cloathing, we; haye prepared for him; 
and-wonder $6. ſts ,one who is, blind,. ſcorn tit 
help:of him has would; certainly. reſtore, ual 
£0. his, ſight; {and wonder. to {ee one, wi 

is. fall'n —_ Thieves and, Robbers,, m 71j Fn 
light-of the aſliſtance of a, Prince, who! olielf nt 
ro reſcue him our of their hands.- / And doltadlf way: 
thou wonder, O;my. Soul, at.che; inſutlcrablÞ gf g, 
{tupidiry of ſinful, Men, that, . £ntic'd withfl 
Milk, and Butter ſ\yimming in a Lordly diſh, & mak 
ter into:a-Tear, where they will OFTeanly, 6p the £ 
With.a Nail and Hammer, and, yet are ' dilcer 


that which: would aſſuredly prevent their b Del - Sl 
pierc| 
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pier&'d-/and- ſtricken':through!ieheir Temples x 
Mourniover them; ilamenc- heir! 'wretchedne($, 
rieve-fot them: that-will nor grieve” for them-' 
| ſelves, call for|Rivers df Tears will for a Fown- 
rain-of Water! hue: ip kept _—_— _ 
Confiderarion -wo thei Byes; but they” 
love \darknei$' beret chan Liphic," Si ttansforms 
ther into the Idols ofthe Hearhety and triakes 
chem, 'thar rhoughthey haveEyes, yet they: {ee' 
not ; Ears, yet they, hear not ;' Hands; yer they! 
handle not; they ſee not their-own; good, they 
care:not for hearing'thoſe Teflon,” that woul# 
curb rheir inordinace deſires, they bel! riothitig of 
the power of: God, and do nordoye'ty handle 
the Law. Sin doth expoſe. them naked to the 
contempt and ſcornofGadand his Holy Angels, 
and they rejoyce under that weight. Sin de- 
prives' them of rhe Bread of Liſe, aridt'their Souls 
arercady ro-dye. for want of the Hiddety Manna, 
and'chey. laugh- under their Want" wid- Miſery: 
What © wngs doth" Sin make Ment Hew 
doth it: make then ſed with Swin&upon Husks, 
and Shells! ' What Tyratiny doth/it excreiſe over 
thempyhara Baheb-doth-it cauſe 'intheir Minds ! 
$ Howdoth ir tart all upſide down® How doth-it 
| confound, how dothvir. ruine'allY How dottrir 
rear their Hearrs/'How-doth/it' make the ways 
| of Sion. mouth | Howdefoldte doth-itniake the 
4 Soul! Whar a! Cage'of unelcan Birds; doch ir 
make the inward Man' How baſely doth it kave 
| the Sinher! in the! datk; 'inſoruch thit he'&tmot 
| diſcern Gold from-Lead, Silver 'from Brafs,' or 
i p precious 
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Precious Stoneffrom;common-Pebbles,andicouy 


cerfeit from ſolid; Wiſdom!.: Lord! : how it; doth 
unman them how: azuch below theniſclves doth 
it, make them/live/,,utito God ankl+his Holy At 
gels they appeat-perfectly diſlracted,as the pon 
wretches' in . Bedlam: | ſeem ito us ; only; bereih 
their wretchedne($: exceeds the-others: miſery, 
that. they may; be-releas'd; of their diſtracted 
nefs,and will not; [the other\jfirhey would, can 
not; - the former. deliration/ 3s;voluntary, ; the 
other forc'd 1 4he;; former, bath, maalice-in't;:.the 
other-,weaknels,only ; :;Whetcas rhe-latt 
callenges Pity and: co 19n,; the former te 
lerves $ DOS bur, wrath = inGgporionc 4 2 
| BUY $9467 13 Js 
iFV Impediment. | 
KI9SIBW:- 16713 T2Dg! 3 '{\ 
'. |, nerancr of ; the: ofete 0 Canes Tg 
is Nin Impediment, Ps off -of:;rhe 
Price. ot Pearls;that makes the Ichot. fights, oy 
It's: lgnorance, of; the worth,of; onds, ith 
makes the fool chuſe 8 PebBl e them. ;1r\ 
189R0rance of the. L+&arning affords 


$ 
£ 


that makes;the jP. _ (piſc. and laugh/atit 


and we {cel y ex anlivacily how:Men treadani 
trample on: thoſs, Plants, -which are the. greatel 
Reſtoratives,- becauſe they,khow-nottheVirtm 
of them;, andithe ſame -may;;juſtly; be:affirw' 


of Conſideration, -/ the reaſon; why. Meh med} 
ale no, more with, it, is} becauſe .they.are> f10] 


acquainted with: the pleaſantneſs. of. theansk. 
, Cherc'is certainly tuch-@rthing as ppt 
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the Mind,and all delight confiſterh: riot in ſenſual 
ftisfaction. We: ſee with -whar-/pleaſure Men 
ſpend their time in the ſtudy::of , the Mathema- 
ticks ;/the Profeſſors 'of it conld-{live and: diein 
thoſe:Studies, and:defire no greater {atisfaftion 
on this ſide Heaven ;; their Minds:are fo: pleas'd 
with that Harmony; Symmetry, Order, Propor- 
tion; they. ſpic -in things, that! chey could dif- 
= the courſeſb:Diet; :{azhey night bur 
aye leave to enjoy that-mentabpleaſure. AO 
cartbe ignorant, how:the: Noble: Archimedes di 
even forget to cat-his Bread! and:;would bardly 
allow. his Body | neceſſary refreſhment, ſo much 
was his mind taken up with the:pleafure he took 
in his Angles and Circles | ' Andof Pliny we read, 
that ſuch was the delight he took 14n Learning, 
nd entiching his [Mind with:Knowledge;: thar 
he {omerimes.negleted both his:Food-and Sleep; 
ſuch was the content that Demoſthenes. rook: an 
the Art of Speaking, that he cared+ noty;whar 
torment: he put his: Body to; to :niake -himelf 
eminent ,1n/ that; Faculty, | 51-0 22 
And: indeed,' if Knowledge: be: a pleaſure;'if co 
beacquiainted with our ſelves be ſatisfattory;-if 
to-diſcoyer the impoſtures, falſhood, deſigns:and 
ambulcadocs of a dangerous Enemy. be delighs 
ul, Conſideration muſt needs be fo ;:. for this 
gwes us an infight into. our Hearts, :ler -us fee 
What we are, points at. the Nets which arc ſpread 
for us, .and manifelts the temptations of the De» 
WW, which, like Lime-rwigs, are deſign'd to-carch 
us into death and ruine. That the Devikiar 
rather 
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rather his \Emiflaries, the evil Spirits that ar 


under his Power: and Dominion, are daily walk} 


ing to and fro, :and obſerving our actions, an 
deſigns, and: behaviour; the: company we c< 
yerle withal,- the circumſtances we are'unde 
our - Conſtitutions, Complexians, and Diſpy 
fitions, and {ecking whom they may. devou 

the Holy Ghoſt -hath made ſogj 
x Per. 5. 8. dent; and our 'own experience dog 


Pocet3- fo-cjearly demonſtrate, char he the 
Fi doubts of .it,, muſt be a Man that; 
altogether guided by Sefiſe, : and rakes notice 
things no wg rrp the ons that ow ; che 
evil Spirits Whenever t rt, they 't 
with : defigh to-hurt; rcpre, dos 
chief, and provoke them to actions as napy pul 
down-the-weathiof God upon their Heads.” Ani 
as the inſtruments, or engines they make uſed 
an their temptations are yarious, ſometimes pro 
periry, ſometimes adverſity, ſometimes our owl 
corrupted Hearts,giving them advantageto ipu 
us on to Sin; ſo the temptations vary accordt 
to the ſeveral:degrees and conditions,  and' tet 
pers of Men; foxz-it's certain,all Men will not 
dragged,or ſeduced, into Hell the ſame my an 
atemptation;which will fit one,will not fit ant 
ther;-and a morion which -one will concentes 
ly: fwallow,will-not go-down with another ; & 
veral conſtitutions muſt have ſeveral ſuggeſtions 
and -according as Men change, the remptatid 
changes,- and the Devil rakes orher meaſure 
Some-abhor:him inthe ſhape of a Lion, to {us 
067 thereton 


huge, bes wh os GAY WS kn, ls ws ac co. 
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therefore he is' content to come inSheeps cloath- 
ing, and they that do not likero:ſte himin/the 
figure of a Goat, ſhall behold him transform'd 
into an Angel of Light. © So/lixttedoth he care 
what poſture he afſumes, if he'doth bur -prevail 
with the unprovident- Pilgrim. ' They that are 
for a bitter potion, ſhall have a'birter potion,and 
they that are for a ſweeter 'morſel; ſhall have 
it ſuited to their Palate 2 David cannot be'per-/ 
ſuaded the ſame way that Sw! is wrought 'upon, 
and the arguments which prevail-with the for- 
mer, are of no great force with 'the latter: Paul 
is not tempted 'the ſame way - that Judas, nor 
Peter the ſame way that Herod. The Drunkards 
temptations differ from thoſe of the Abſtemious, 
and the Adulrerers from the ſuggeſtions of him 
that's dull and phlegmarick, and hath no-incli- 
nations to vices of that nature. The melancho- 
ly Man is oppreſs'd with imaginations different 
from thole, whicly the merry- and jovial meets 
withal ;- and we' catinor fuppoſe, that the'Pro- 
digal is tormented with thefame ſugpeſtionsthat 
the Coverous as by: "Tis true;in the end; all 
theſe temptations agree, 'the intended end being 
deſtruction, and offending Ged ; bur till-rhey 
are of different kinds and complexions; and how 
pleaſant muſt it! be'to ſee through all theſe wiles 
and devices of the Devil, a profpe&t which Con- 
ſideration alone can afford. The skilful Gar- 
diner -pleaſes himſelf- with his knowledge'of rhe 
beginning, and end of the Maze; or Eabyrinth, 
which,the ſtranger thar' comes. mrs the Garden 
loſes 
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loſes himſelf in. He ſees the miſguided ſteps of 
the ugwary walker, and can tell where he muſt 
tread, and in what order he muſt. go, and where 
he miſtakes his path, and wherein the myſtery 
lies, and by what means he might eaſily extricate 
himſelf from that inchanted ground ; he behelds 
it, and ſmiles, ſo 'muſt he, that by Conſideggtion 
can ſee through all the ſtratagems of the*Prince 
of. darkneſs. OY arirgh 

There are many temptations which ſeem to 
ſolicit-ro good, when indeed they provoke to 
evils as when a Man, who wallows in ſin- and 
uncleannels,is prompted to truſt ro God's mercy, 
and-ro lay hold onthe merits of Chriſt, and. to 
apply himſelf ro the comforts of the Goſpel. The 
things he is rempted to, are good in themſelves, 
bur-rhe detign of the Temptation being to reg 
der the ſinner ſecure and preſumruous, and care- 
leſs of a ſerious life, it cannot bur be a pleaſure 
roany Man thar's ſenſible of his ſpiritual Intereſt, 
to. diſcover the cheat, and this diſcovery is made 
by Conſideration of the nature, deſign, and ten- 
dency of the flattering motion. Men are not 
only provoked to commiiſſion of Sin, but too 
often to neglect of their Duty towards God and 
towards Man, And he that is not tempted to 
Murder, to Theft, to Adultery, ro Fornication, 
ro Contempt of. his Parents, to bearing falſe Wit- 
nels againſt his Neighbour, is yer. enticed to Idle- 
nels, to Fleſh-pleating, to negle& of Prayer, of 
Meditation, of Charity, of Faith, of Hope, of 
Confidence in God,of Zeal,of Fervency,of ipeak- 
ing 
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ing for Chriſt, of vindicating his Honour whetrt 
abus'd, of improving his time to God's Glory, 
and his own Eternal Good. 

The young Man rejoycesin his youth, and lets 
his Heart chear him in thedays of his youth, and 
walks in the way of his Heart, and in the fight 
of his Eyes, hates Gravity, and Seriousnels, and 
admits of ſuch motions as theſe: The Precepts 
of the Goſpel ſure' were not intended for me; 
who have Youth, and Blood, and Spirit, to fit 
me for Recreations : Can I think, God would 
give me a deſire to things, and not permit me to 
enjoy them? why ſhould 1 believe he would Tan- 
ralize me, make me greedy after the pleaſures of 
the fleſh, and reſtrain me in the uſe of them? let 
the Apples bob againſt my Mouth, and forbid 
me to cat of them? Give me a raging hanger 
and thirſt for things of this nature, and oblige 
me to ſtarve my paſlions? I have heard, young 
Saints make old Devils, and I believe it ; for 
when in their riper years they reflet, whattime 
they have loſt, and how they have ſpent rhar 
age which was fitteſt for p'eafure; in retired De- 
votion ; they cannot but turn prophane our of 
deſpighr, and ſtrive to redeem the rime they have 
mil-ipent in fo!lowiug the adyice of melanchos 
ly Scholars. Religion is a thing fit only for 
thole who are either diſcontented, or grown 
weary of the World; for Men who can fin on 
mote, and whom age hath mortified into forſak- 
ing of their Vices; thall I forbear my Mirth, ane 
amorous Songs, And witty Talk, my Railleries,; 


and 
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and modiſh accompliſhments, for I know net 
what? Shall I in the midſt ofmy bed of Flower 
think of Death, and Judgment, and in a Paradiſe 
meditate of Hell, and darken my ſprightly ap 
prehenſions, with ſmoke fetched from that fiery 
Furnace? When the World, and it Glories ſmile 
upon me, ſhall I make a ſullen Face, and furroy 
thoſe Cheeks with my Tears, which were form'd 
on purpoſe to be warmd with the ſofter kiſſes 
of the Female Sex 2 The Men in black ſpeak for 
their own Intereſt, and God ſure is kinder to Men 
than to give them an appetite to ſenſual fatisfa- 
tions, aud then put Bits and Bridles in their 
Mouths to curb them. What need is there ofthis 
haſte 2 and why ſhould I apply my ſelf to aReligi 
ous life ſo early, when I have ſome forty, fifty, 
threeſcore years before me, and can ſhake off my 
follies any time hereafter 2 

Thusrhe weak youngſter pleads,and embraces 
theſe motions, as Cordials for his ſickly paſlions 
as Elixirs for his heated Blood ;, Conſideration 
would let him fee, that theſe temptations are 
Meſlengers of the Devil, threads to lead him in 
to. darkneſs, into captivity, into perfect {layery, 
and none but a madman could forbear rejoycing 
at 1o happy a diſcoyery, 

When the gray and hoary Head, from his great 
age,infers the greatneſs of his Graces, and from | 
the multitude of his years concludes the multi- 
tude of his Virtues ; flatters himlſeif, that God 
loves him,becaule he hath had little or no atflicti- 
on in the World; and from his impunity here, 
draws an argument to prove his impunity =_ 
after, 


ot 
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after, and ſooths himſelf with God's Favour up- 
on this account chiefly, becauſe he neyer diſco- 
verd his anger in ſignal Judgments, and bids his 
Soul truſt to it, that he ſtands fair in the good 
opinion and eſteem of God, becaule hislabours 
in the World have been ctown'd with ſuccels ; 
and becauſe he hath a'Garden of Eey here, ſe- 
curely promiſes himſelf a Paradice hereafter; and 
will not'be perſ{waded to the conttary, but that 
his plenty here, is an earneſt ofa fuller Vin- 
tage, and richer Granary intended for him in the 
Land of Caxaay; and thathis long life on Earth, 
is a pledg of his Ecernal life in Heaven. Whart 
are theſe but temptations, which conſideration 
would diſcover to be Impoſtures, and conſe- 
quently ſhed both light and joy into the Soul ? 
When the poor from their Outward conclude 
their Spiritual poverty, and will needs think; 
that they are in a ſtate of Grace, becauſe they are 
in a ſtate of Want; when they think that Laza- 
745 was laved, becauſe he had not wherewithall 
to ſubſiſt,and was admitted into Abrahams bofom 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe he had no cer- 
tain dwelling-place ; when they imagine that 
his Sores alonemounted him to Heaven, and the 
Dogs licking them, was all the motive the Holy 
Angels had to carry him on their Wings 2 when 
they argue from their diſconfolare Eſtares on 
Earth,that they may lawfully negle& theknown 
Duties of Religion, and” fancy that they may (es 
curely. pilter, becauſe God hath made no other 
proviſion for them; and that they ſhall receive 
Ez ' their 
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their good things in; the next World, becauſe 
they reccived their evil things in this; that they 
ſhall be rich. in Heaven, becauſe they were de- 
{tirute of conveniences here on Earth? that they 
mult neceſſarily be the Lords hercafter, becauſe 
they were Beggars herez and ſhall certainly re- 
joyce in the next life, becauſe they mourn'd in 
this valley of tears; and cannot but te bleſſed 
for ever, becaule they had a very large meaſure 
of mifcry here, When the rich from their pre- 
rogative on Earth, conclude their prerogative 
in Heaven; aad becaule they are advanc'd above 
other Men, think they may ule greater liberty 
in offending God than others ; and becauſe they 
have greater Eſtates than the meaner fort, may 
theretore fin more boldly, and more confident- 
ly than they. Whea they think rheir lictle Cha- 
ritics- will waft them over to the ſhore of an hap- 
py Ecernity, though they feed their Luſts ; and 
Fancy that preparation tor another World, con- 
{its 1n  litrle bur being kind now and then to 
a needy. Man, When: they imagine that a Le- 
gacy left to the Poor of the Pariſh, is an aſſu- 
rance of their Treaſure laid up in Heayen, or 
thar their giving ſomthing to a Hoſpital, will 
palliate their wilful offtcnces, and throw a Cloak 
over them,that God may not ſee them. When 
from their power they infer the lawfulnels of 
their extrayagancies, and becauſe they can ſtand 
it out and brayethe World, fancy they may op- 
preſs the poorer fort, and may ſwcar, and curlc 
more boldiy than their Tenants, and reſent, and 
affroat, 
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aflcoar, and reye ge injuries, with greater juſtice 
than Clowns, | and Peaſants : When from the cu- 
ſtom, of the Age, they infer their priviledg of 
being more ſenſual than other Men ;,and becaule 
Perſons of the lame, qua ity are'not, argue that 
they aced not be ſo cautious and circumſpect in 
their words and ways, as other Men. 

When the Gentiler ſorr of People {eel inclina- 
tions in. themſe|vestobe all amed of the Golpel, 
and: to, forbear profelling any zeal or fervency 
for Religion in company, where Chriſt's Blood 
and Wounds are abs'd, where God, and Hea- 
yen are raillied, where the Prcepts of the Al- 
mighty are [augh'd at, ,and the Gofpel rurn'd 
iato ridicule; when they thiok it's enough to lay 
their Prayers, though they take great hherrty to 
talk fooliſhly, and imagine, it's acedle(S'to keep 
their Thoughts fix*d upon. God it their Devo- 
rion, while they perform the task they have been 
uſed ,to.; when they neg ect the publick upon 
ſlight occaſions, and their privateduties for every 
impertinent yilit, that's made ro them, and think 
That God is taken more with ourward bowings, 
and cringings in his Service, thah with a' Hearr 
me:ting-at the conſideration of their fins; when 
they figd an unwillingneſs (erze upon the ſpirits, 
to reprove either their equals, or inferiors, for 
ſome notorious impiety they commir ; When 
they think it is below them to priy wirh their 
Families, to exhort" their Servants' ro (eriouſhels, 
and to” ſhew a good example to thole that are 
ynder'their charge; when'rhey find a diſpoſition 
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to comply with lewd Society,to laugh and ſmile, 
and conſent to their frothy Speeches, and abu, 
five reflections, and to conceal the truth, where 
it ought to be profeſſed, and ſpoken. 

When the Tradeſman thinks of putting off his 
naughty Commodities to the ignorant Chap- 
man, and of circumyenting and'deceiving his 
Neighbour, where his Neighbour underſtands 


not what he buys; when he is willing ro' put off 


his Devotion, upon every trivial worldly bufi- 
neſs that comes in his way ; and to create buſi- 
neſs, rather than, obey the checks, of his Con- 
ſcience, that chides him for not minding his Spi- 
ritual concerns more. When he is loath to, do ads 
of Charity, becauſe he hath a Wife and Family 
to maintain, and is afraid he may want himſelf. 
When he thinks that Piety may procure Po- 
verty, and ftridtneſs. of life may loſe him his 
Cuſtomers, and following the ways of God may 
rake his acquintance leave him; and that to 
be Idle in his Shop,is better than reading'or me- 
ditating, or employing his mind in contemplas 
tions of God's Goodneſs and Mercy, and the yas 
rious Blefſings he hath beſtow'd upon him. 
When Parents are unwiling to corre&t and ad- 
.moniſh their Children, are perſuaded to let them 
take their courſe, abuſe others, and deſpiſe thoſe 
.they have a grudge. againit. 'When:they are 
prompred to _connive atthem alone in their ſins, 
till rhey grow older, and to indulge them in 
rheir undecencies, till they arrive to a greater 
.uſe of their reaſon ; when their fondneſs eh 
ug 
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uſe gentle means, where more ſevere procced- 
ings are neceſſary, and excuſe immodelt carriage 
in them, which they are apt to find fault with 
in the Children of their Neighbours. When they 
are loth to inſtru them in the fear of God, loth 
to initiate them in the love of their faithful Cre- 
ator, are apt to be more angry with their Chil- 
dren and Servants, for neglefing their com- 
mands,than the Service of God; and apt to be de- 
lighred more with their induſtry and' pains in 
Temporal concerns, than with their attempts in 
the affairs of their everlaſting Salvation; apter 
to teach them how to maintain the puntilio's of 
their honour,that aſſert rheGlory of God; and apt- 
er to encourage them in vindicating, their credit 
and reputation, than in ſecuring the everlaſting 
Treaſures, or makeing their Calling and EleQt- 

on {ure. | 
When Children (provide they are able) are 
loth to relieve their Parents, loth to adminiſter 
pato them  neceſlaries, if in want, unwilling to 
obey thoſe wholſome Counſells, which their Pa- 
rents guided and encourag'd by the Word of 
God, impart to them, unwilling to imitate them 
in their , {eriouſnels, and Heavenly-mindednels, 
Arcapttoobey their Parents more than God, and 
apt to.go .cvil, becauſe their Parents bid them, 
though.God enjoyns the contrary ; -when upon 
their . Parents finding fault with them, they are 
moyeg taexpolerheir infirmities to the contempr 
of others, and. to call any thing unreaſonable, 
they bid thent do, becaulc it agrees not withrheir 
L-4 preſent 
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preent Intergſt, when they find in themletyes an 
inc\ination to mourn more for difpleatinp their 
Parents, - than offending a Gracious Go@; and 
to be more pleaſed with, the ſmiles of thoſe which 
have the - Government of them, than w.ti1'rhe 
lizht of God's Countenance* 
When Servants arc moved to backbire and 
revile their Maſters according to rhe” fleth; find 
an unwillingneſs upon their ſpirits ro honour the 
froward, as well as the gentle, are apt ro be un- 
faichful ro them to ecmbezel their © oods, andro 
wrong them in things they have commuredto 
their charge; when thoughts of revealing the le 
crets of the'Family, merely to {port themtelves, 
ariſe in their minds ; when'they find inclinations 
to. be induſtrious in their Maſters Prefence, care 
lels and lazie in their Abſence, 'to put them off 
with Eye-ſervice, as Men-pleaſers, to murmur 
gainſt, their lawſul injunctions, to anſwer agatn 
if rebuked for their f.ults, and ro conlpire 
againſt them by 'way.of revenge. ; 
What are all theſe motions, and inclinations, 
but "temptations of the'greart deftroyer of Mens 
Sou's 2 Theſe are areſome of the gms aud (tratd- 
geris, Whereby he dorh infenfibly Fine the-great 
ct part of Mankind ; becaut* rhey look 1tke our 
own Thoughts, therefore we {u{pett no enemy, 
and becauſe he mingles his fuggettions with our 
own imaginations, and gives them” the fame 
ſhape, we know nothing: to the contrary, but 
chat they are friendly motions; but norwirh- 
ſtanding all this, they are mellengers that come 
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out of the Camp of the Philiſtins, from the Lea- 
ouct of Hell, and we may confidently affirm, 
That” whatever Thought, Reaſon, Argumenr, 
Suggeſtion, Propoſition, Imagination, woulddif- 
coprage us from a cloſe adherence unto God, from 
a fetyent lone to our Gracious Redeemer, from 
earneſt brearthings and pantings after him, from 
relying * on him, and obeying him {and engou- 
rageus toany thing that's ours ro God, or 
contrary to Chriſt's Rul:cs and Injunctions, or pre+ 
judicial-*to the Honour of God, or to the'web 
fare*of our Neighbour, or to good a'Conſcience, 
whether the Suggeftion be immediately, ike 
lightning ſhotahid darted into the Mind, orcon- 
veyed mediarely; by our corrupted heatrs; or by 
the World, or by Adverſity,” or by Proſperit Or 
by good report, or by evil repoxt,: they are" Tem- 
ptations of the Enemy, which how planfiblefo- 
ever, deſign nothing but our Yecay in googhels, 
and in the favour of God, and'the tofs of our 
ſpiritual Comfort and Refreſhment, '  Confide- 
ration examines the end of all theſe' motions;'and 
finding out the miſchief they drive ar, difcove- 
ring the Tempeſt they aim at; it'carinot but give 
grear {ari{faction ro a rational Man; that would 
not be a ſtranger to-himſelf > ooo 97 7 
Indeed, none are more ſenſible of rhe'pleafure 
of this Conſideration, than thoſe whiom God's 
Spirit hath rais'd.from the Death of Sin;and who 
haye efcap'd thepollutions of the World through 
Luft. - Theſerefle& with more than ordinary ge- 
light onthe ſnares, from which they have'ina 


grods 


134 TLheGeeat Law 


great meaſure being deliver'd; ,. And though 

are ſtill Subje&t to Temptations, yer that whi 
very much contents them, 1s, that they are nat 
;zgnorant of Satan's devices. To ce all his works 
ings under Es ro ſeerhe ſteps he goes by 
and while he thinks we are blind, and do ng 
mind to arm themſelves againſt rhem, incre 
theſarisfaftion. Fancy you ice Faux in the Cellar 
laying his Faggots in order,digging a hole in the 
ground, and laying a train of Gunpowder, while 
the wretch ſuſpets no Man, thatrtakes noticeof 
him. The, undiſcover'd ſpectator knows, he can 
cruſh his defigns ,in. a moment, and. therefore 
with pity, = pleaſure, beholds the induſtry of 
the Caitif, They {ce the windings and turnings 
of rhe Enemy, .and can laugh, at the miſcrable 
ſhifts. he uſesro decieve then. They ſee his g0- 
ings, and his ways, and can, trace the Foe in all 
his ;{tratagems: . They ſce/his. juggles, and hoy 


'4 


he teazes the ſinner:day and nighr. 1 
.. Look, Q, my Soul, look, upon, yonder ſinner, 
that hath renounc'd his folhes,and yet goes droop- 

ing under the hurthen,of his fins. -, Doft not thoy 
ſeethe Enemy. behind him+ The Foe: can-make 
him preſume no longer, and, therefore he ſeeksto 

drive him, tg.difpair ;.and-he that before told 
the ,Wretch of, Gardens, and..Walks, and Plear 
ſures, now: thews..him norking but Hell, anda 
burning Lake: .,;He thas beforexeprelgmed God 
.to him, as a,mighty,-.Sardgrgpatue, one rhat doth 
Not-mind fuch, titel things as fins, now. {ers our 
God array'd in a habit of yengeance and as _ 
EI wha 
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who doth bur' watch for an opportunity to con- 
demn him. He that before gave him words ſofter 
than Oyl, now diſcovers to him drawn Swords, 
and he that before flatter'd him with Beds of 
Roſes and Couches of Ivory,and ſhew'd Pilfows 
under his Elbows, now gives ltitn'a proſpet of 
nothings but racks and tortures, and that which 
before ſeem'd only. a harmiels Burterflie, now 
rurns intoan ugly Toad. He thar before made 
the burning li Sas than ſtraw,ang ſtubble, now 
makeshis little finger heavier chea his Loins,and 
affures him, thar what ſeem'd 'but a Cloud” be» 
fore, is all Hill and Mountain now. He that 
before talk'd of nothing bur Mercy-ſeats, now 
changes his note, and knows of no'other reme- 
dies, but Tribunals of Judgment. ' He that be-+ 
fore *made the" ſilly wrerch' believe,” that God 
had ho/yoice but thar of Mercy, no Scepter bar 
that of Love, makes Godall*Thunder and Lipht- 
MAb ow,” cihns T_ 

| aver believes him, . and is loſt ; Mary Maz- 
dilen (es the Impoſtute, and eſcapes ; ſhe-reits 
upon Chriſt's Word, ahd is cofivinc'd, that there 
18 no Siri thar's capable of "true Repencance, but 
is capable of Pardon too; and that Chtilt is 6 
far from caſting thoſe. away. thar come to Hit 
Vith, an humble aud 'contrire. Spirir, char the 
| poet caſe ahd tefteſhmenris rheit portion.” She 
tees that" the poor in Spitir hayeq righr to che 
Kingdom: of heaven; anc tharichoſe that mguty, 
Tiall never be” deftitiite of Conifore.” She is ſen- 
fble how happy that Perſon'is thar feels his 
ts fe OB Heart 
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Heart bleeding,. and. me'ting upon the accouy 
of-his formsyr.{ias, and can make his Bed ro ſin 
with, tears. She 1s ſenſible rhe Ho!y Ghoſt mage, 
upon theſe waters, and that ſuch;a Perſon is. 
deed Baptized; with water and the Holy Ghoſt,... 

This ſhe þcholds, : and beholds with plealur 
Conſideration gives. het a proſpect of rhe Deyili 
ſubrilty, and, her , eyes. guſh out: with tears d 
Joy... And, certainly, if it be a greater plealin 
toſce, than to grope in the dark; a greater ple 
{ure to _knqw the precipices. I am hurried intg 
than to have them hid from mine cycs; a great 
er pleaſure, ro. {ce the brink of deſtruction I 
ſtand upon, .chan to be ignorant of ir ; Couls 
deration mult, be a pleaſure, for this fews mt 
the tteep; Rock, Temptation, rhis ion faw 
woyld have, led me to the Ditch, this falle Ligh 
would have flatter'd me into, the fatal Sea thy 
falſe Star would haye ſeduc'd me into. This mul 
neceſſarily fill me with gladnels, for it gives mez 
proſpect. of ;the,. Whirlpool, where the "De 
vil. thought to: have ſpilt my veſſel; the Sands 
againſt which 1 wasto haye {trained ; the Earth 


quake, that ſhould have made me fink into E- 
ground ;and ofthe Terrible Tempeſt, that tho 
haye: carried me. away. "4 
How. have, I ſeen a Trayeller rejoyce, whet 
waking. in.the Morning, he hath ſeen the Water, 
or the Mins, he muſt haye neceſfrily tumbled 
into, if "he had gone bur one ſtep fatther, and 
"had not. ſtopt where he did ?, How doth'he ad- 
.mire the Providence which hath  preſery'd him? 
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And how doth he go on in his way,rejoycing,that 
he hath ſeen the Gulph he might have ruſh'd 
into, and eſcap'd it! And,, O inner, doſt not 
thou” think thou ſhouldſt rejoyce, to find by 
Conſideration, that thy averſcneſs'trom Sar ie" 
thy | backwardneſs ro Devotion, thy unwilli 
nels to ſpend time in privare Meditations, thy 
excuſations of Sin,thy palliations of extravagant 
Deſires, thy pleadings for Licentiouſneſs, thy A- 
pologies for pleaſing the Luſts of thy fleſh, thy 
eagerneſs to run into evil company, thy defires to 
wallow in uncleanneſs, thy longings after things 
God's Word forbids, thy inclination to unbelief, 
that all theſe are temptarions of rhe Devil, Corn 
which that Fqwler ſpreads and ſcatrers before the 
unwary Birds, to kill, and ro deſtroy rhem 2 Con- 
ſideration would diſmantle Satan, pull off his 
Mask and Vizard, and convince thee, that rhe 
{weetneſs of the Potion is but to make the Poi- 
lon go down more glib; and however the Pill 
may be gilded, itis but to dazzle thee into Loye 
with Eternal ruin. This would tell thee, look, 
here was the cave, into which thou ſhould'{t have 
been dragg'd, and rhen murthered, behind rhis 
buſh, behind this temptation, lay the Lion watch- 
ng thy playing with the bait. This device was 
to have made the weary of Religion, the other 
wasto have drawn away thy aftections from God, 
And what Man of Senſe can refle& on theſe hid= 
den things of diſhoneſty, he hath eſcaped, with- 
out Bleſhng the Almighty, and going on like the 
Eunuch: 4s 8, 39. in his way rejoycing ? 

V. Impeais 
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V. Danger of loſing their unlawful gain, Its 
a thing not unuſual for Men to thrive by ſin, ant 
to proſper by iniquity ; to grow tich by oppref 
ſion, and to adyance in wealth by unlawful Ca 
mngS, to get Money by pleaſing other Men inthe 
Luſt, and to procure a livelihood by injuſtic 
and complying with the vices of the Ageye 
live in. The Devil muſt have ſome rewards t 
beſtow, elſe his Kingdom would ſoon expire; 
and though his Rewards, as well as Temptations 
are deceitful, yet rewards they are, and bein! 
preſent, and viſible, and conſequently apt t 
make the deeper Impreſſions, they invite mor 
ſtrongly and careſs Men into deſires and ap 
tite. Men many times would not venture on 
but that they belieye it is the way to gain, and 
the known road to advantage and emolument, 
And as fin is judged to be the way to profit, b 
they look upon't as the only means to preleri; 
What they haye got and acquired. 

If Abſolom had not had a Kingdom in his £ys, 
he would hardly have dared to rebel, and, Vt 
per-like, prey'd upon the bowels that did fee 
and nouriſh him. Demas ſees, how plenrifull 
the Heathen Prieſts did live, what Credit, whit 
Honour, what Wealth, and Glory rhey enjoys 
and rhat makes him forfake Chriſtianity, an 
embrace their ways. It was Gain made Dem 
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the Maſters of that Damſel that had a Familiar 
Spirit, 10 carneſt for telling of fortunes, and un- 
lawful Divinations. Ir is this, that makes thou- 
ſands comply with Mens finful Humors, and un- 
willingneſs to loſe a temporal adyantage, makes 
them jogg on in, a courſe, which ' aps they 
dodiſlike. Tell them of their fin, and how 
dangerous it is; the anſwer is, they cannot help 
it, and becauſe rhey muſt not, want Bread, they 
muſt neceſſarily continue to offtend God. Their 
maincainance is Wrapt up in their Tranſgrefſion, 
and having laid it down as a Maxim, that no- 
thing can be l that makes for their profit and 
emolument, they defend their Sin and rheir Gain 
together, and juſtific the one by the other, He 
that hath bur little to live upon in the World, 
what 1thould he do bur ſeek (upport, where he 
can find it? Andif providence calt his lot among 
Men, that will give him nothing, or ſtop up rhe 
River of their bounty to him, exc2pt he do, as 
they do, flatter their inordinate deſires, and ac- 
commodate his Will to theirs, and Lie, and Swear, 
and Drink with them, and commend their lewd- 
er doings, he muſt take that way, there being no 
other within proſpect. 

This, it's like, made Rahab turn Harlot, and 
many ,of the Jews, Publicans ond Extortioners. 
Nay,it blinds the Eye,and whatever men do, looks 
harmleſs, where gain is the mantle, that doth 
cover it- -This made ZZophni and Pheneas ſhame 
their profeſſion, and Felix pervert Juſtice. This 
made Fudas a Traitor, and the Phariſces guilty 

| of 
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of .moſt notorious Hypocrifie, Lord ! what 
doth not hope of preferment make Men do, 
and how . is all religion laid aſide, where gres 
dineſs after Gain begins to engrols the facultieg 
This made the Jews become Idolaters. And ye 


know, how they were that told the Prophet 


remy, As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken unto w 
in the Name | of the Lord, we will not hearken unty 
thee: But we will certainly ao whatſoever thing 
goes forth out of our own Mouth, to burn fs 
unto the Queen of Heaven, and to pour out drint 
offerings unto her ; for then we had plenty of vids 
als, and were well, and ſaw no evil. But find 
we left off to burn jncenſe to the Queen of Heaven, 
and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, we have 
wanted all things, and have been conſum'd bj 
the Sword and by the famine, Jer. 44. 16, 17, 
18. 

And indeed, this Principle, that a ſinful lik 
is the only profitable life, doth ſo ſpread, and 
infects the Hearts of Men, thatmoſt are afraid to 
ſir down and conſider their ways, for fear Cone 
ſideration ſhould make them weary of a ſinfull 
life, and conſequently make them quit and calluer 
the gain and profit they do reap by it. Profit, 
is the great goddeſs the World adores, and to 
preſerve that, Men employ their ſtrength and 
friends, and make uſe of all opportunities to 
ſecure it; it's that which they are truly jealous 
of, and which is as dear to them as their 1ives 
and which makes them climb Rocks, and clamber 


Mountains, and fight their way through all 18 
pediments 
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diments that would oppoſe and crols it: Touch 
that, and you touch the apple of their eye; and 
what ever cauſe they are zealous for, though 
other reaſons may be prerended, yer Profit and 
Intereſt commonly is the true caule that inflames 
- their Paſhons, and makes their Spirits feryenr ; 
and they ſeldom matter whether it be by lawful 
or un'awful ways, that they have made their 
Fortunes, ſo, they be bur made and advanc'd to 
ſuch a pitch, they'll be fure ro protect what they 
have purchas'd; and it is not an caſte matter 
ſhall ſnarch ir out of .their clutches. | 
Conſideration, that unruly faculty, would 
create iil thoughts of ſuch gain in their minds z 
ſuggeſt ro them rhe fate of Men who make Con- 
{cicnce trucle to their Intereſt, how they make 
Goda ſlave to Man, and the Almighty a ſervant 
to the baſeſt Maſter, even to'the World ; than 
which nothing can be more contemprible ! How 
by that means they bring in Atheiſm, and deny 
God's Being, ir being all one, no God, and a 
God that's ſubje&t to the Creature, and how 
fearful conſequently their end mult be, their pro- 
ccedings being, in eftect, nothing bur a deriſion 
of the Diety And therefore as Men that are 
loth to meect their Creditors, and when they ſee 
them afar off, turn out of the way, that they 
may have no occaſion to {pcak to them ; ſo the 
genetaility of: Men do carefully ſhun Confidera- 
tion, as an unhappy Remembrancer, that will 
put them in mind of things they do nor defire 
to hear, and touch the ſore they would nor, have 
M hands 
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handled or medled withal, and ſearch into thok 
wounds they would not have healed up, or come 
under the hand of a Phyſician. I do but think, 
what a World of Religious Men we ſhould haye, 
how Men would flock to Chriſt from all corner, 
what a number of pious Souls would appear in 
all places if we could aſſure them, thar a ſcrioug 
life will for certain furniſh them with an eſtate 
an{werable to their Luxurious appetite; and Iam 
apt to believe, were Men confident, and could 
they truſt to it, that they ſhould get an Eſtateof 
9 or 10000!. per Annum, by frequent reading, 
praying, meditateing, and:obedience to Chriſt's 
Commands, the greateſt part would make a hard 
ſhift to conſider how to leave their ſins and vices, 
and apply themielves to reformation ; we ſhould 
hear no more of the excuſes they now make, 
that they have no time, or that their conditionis 
{uch, that they cannotſerve God as they ſhould, 
The Impoſlibilities, they now pretend, wouldall 
vaniſh? and they that \now rack, and torment, 
and tire themſelves for a little Profit, upon pro 
{pect of {o conſiderable an advantage, would turn 
their pains and labour another way, and become 
very devout Worſhipers of the Holy Jeſus, and 
find no ſuch trouble in a circumſpedt life, as nov 
they do. One great reaſon why the Jews did 
not believe in Feſ#s, was, becauſe he came with- 
out a Royal Train. They expected a Meſias, 
that ſhould ride in triumph, cruſh the Heathen 
world, make the reſt of Mankind ſlaves to the 


{ced of Abraham, and enrich all his Counrſal 
wit 
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with the Spoil of potent nations: and had the 
Lord Jeſs given them aſſurances, thatall of them 
ſhould have had preferment in his Court; and 
be put into gainful Offices, whereby they might 
enrich themſelves, and their Wives, and Children, 
and live at their eaſe to the ſatisfaction of the 
fleſhand pleaſing of their ſenſual appetite; where 
oneadhered to him, there would have been a hun- 
dred,that would have flock'd to hisT ent,and vye- 
few ſtood out,or,with the invited gueſts in the 
Goſpel, anſwer'd, 7 pral thee have me excuſed. 
ſhould Chriſt appear in a viſible ſhape from 
Heaven to the {wearer, or Drunkard, or Fornis 
cator, or Adulterer, or Covetous, or any other 
of the ſinful Herd, with vaſt glittering Treaſures 
in his hand ; nay, could we, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, ſecure ſuch a Lordſhip, ſuch a Prin- 
cipality, ſuch a Kingdom, ſuch an Empire, to 
any of theſe Sinners, upon condition they would 
part with their Vices'; ſure, it would be a migh- 
ty temptation to them, to ſhake hands with their 
darling impicties ; for I ſee they fell their Souls 
to the Devil for 2, 3, qr 4001. many times; and 
Iam fo charitable as to think, they would ſaye 


' them for a far more conſiderable ſum. 


Ir's like, ſome would be ſo brutiſh, ſo ſwiniſh, 
o ſottiſh, (and yet but very few neither,) that 
would rather ſtarve, than leave their Sins; dwell 
rather ina Hogsſtie, thanrenounce wallowing in 
the mire of their follies; and liye upon bread 
and water, rather than deny their luſtful deſires ; 
and ſtoop to the meaneſt, loweſt, and moſt ſor- 
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did condition in the World, rather than bow 
the: noble Commands of Chriſt Jefus ; bur one 
might engage ſafely for the generality of Sip 
n*rs, Profit and Riches beirig the great Load 
ſtone that makes Men willing to do any thing, 
I ſee how, if a prince or other great reel 
Men depend upon or expect ſomthing from, dil 
like ſuch a Sin, thar are guilty of, they canfor 
bear it, and comply with their Princes wil 
and devotion. I read pf 7heodeftus the younpe, 
how all the Courtiers betook themſelves to Re 
ligious excrciles, when the Emperor and his Silte 
would encourage none, but thoſe did fo, andthe 
Court became a kind of Monaſtery, fo itrongan 
influence had the Emperors Example, and Wil, 
on 41} that depended on his favour. When Db 
eny/tizs of Syracuſe applied himlelfe to Philoſopuy, 
and countcnanc'd none bur Philoſophers. mol 
Men, that expected any Grace from him, became 
Students of Philoſophy, 1 ſee how a Perſon d 
Quality can frown all his Family into (criousnels; 
and the moſt vicious Seryant he hath for feat 
of loſing his Maſters Favour, and the good Place 
he hath under him, will find a way, for Profit 
ate, to {ubdue his Inclinations, and take leave 
a ſinful Pleaſure, ſince it is ſo, that he cannot & 
joy that and his Maſters good will together. And 
tacrefore could we promiſe Temporal Crows 
and Scepr.rs, and Eſtates, and were we able t0 
pe: formour promiſe, upon Mens quitting of thel 
Sias, it's very probab e- Holincſs and Serioulſhes 
would be mainly embra2*4 and follow'd, and 
what 
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what is now out of faſhion, would be as much 
the mode then ; and a perſon that wou'd not 
conform ro the Rules and Orders of a Serious 
Life, would look like an Antick as. much, as he 
doth now, that darcs be truly good in a finful 
and adulterous generation. 

But ſeeing all the Divinity we teach. cannot 
increaſe their Trade, and make their Rocks drop 
with Honey, and fill rheir Trunks with ſhining 
Clay, they look upon that Holineſs, we prels 
and recommend to them, as a very beggerly 
buſineſs, and mind it. .only on the By, when 
they have nothing elle to do. 

And this 1s it, confirms them in their fancy, 
That a looſe and vicious Life is the only gainful 
Life, a Maxim notoriouſly falte, and which Con- 
ſideration- would ſoon ſcatter, were it but call d 
in to do.its Office ; this would pull them by rhe 
ſleeve, and bid them look on rhe Coveteous Geha- 
21; how he got indeed. by lying, but with his 
8210 inherited the Leproſie 3 and how in the 
lame manner the Leproſie gf fin will cleave to 
their Soals, harden their hearts, make them 
averſe from goodneſs, and render their repen- 
tance difficult, if not unpoſlible ; and how thus is 
bur the Devils policy, by rheſc little things, to rob 
them of the greater, and deludes them with theſe 
dreams, that when the day of the lalt Judgmenr 
thall dawn, they may find themſelves. the moſt 
milcrable creatures under Heaven ; how by this 
their ſinful gain, they arm the Enemy againſt 
themſelves, and put a Sword into his hand ta 
M 3 dc- 
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deſtroy, and Kill them, this would repreſent tg 
them, how their gain, which hath fo ill a four 
dation, muſt neceſſarily be . a morh in their Þ- 
ſtates ; and how promiling ſoever their petting 
may be for the preſent, they will ſoon bring 1 
conſumption on their Fortune, and prepare far 
their greater ſorrow and vexation. This would 
repreſent to them, how ſuch gain doth purchaſe 
the wrath of God,and procures treaſures of God's 
indignation, how it prognoſticates a more plen- 
tiful condemnation, and is a prelage of richer 
flames hereafter. This will lay before them that 
ſaying of Chriſt, Mat. 16. 26, What ſball it pre 
fit a Man, if he gain the whole World, and lofe his 
* own Soul? or what. ſhall a Man give in exchange 
for his Soul ? this would ſhew them their ſty- 
pendious folly, in venturing eternal Torment 
for a little traſh; and diſcoyer to them, how 
dear they buy their plenty. 

Conſideration would let them fee, That a 
{crious Life, is in deſpite of all the ſuggeſtions 
of the Devil to the contrary, the way to the 
greateſt gain, and yields the moſt durable pro- 
tit, and lays a foundation for riches, which grow 
not old, and fade not away : That Abraham's F aith 
made him richer, than his Poſſeſſions did, and 
that Gods ſaying to him, I am thy 1hield, and 
exceeding great reward, proclaim'd him more 
wealthy, than all the Spoil he might have taken 
when he returned from the Slaughter of rhe 
Kings; that nothing can' be of grearer value 


than Divine Love, and that Peace with God 1s 
| "0 : 
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a far greater treaſure,- than all the Gold of 0- 
phir; and Reconciliation by the blood of Jeſus, 
a nobler poſſeſſion, thar all the Jewels and Pearls 
of the Indian Monarchs; and chat the Apoſtle 
was in the” right, when he counted all 1hings but 
loſs and dung, for the excellency of the knowleage 
of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 5. 

This would ſhew them, Thar Friendſhip with 
God, and 'Fellowihip with the Father, and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, is worth more than Ten thou- 
ſand Worlds, and repreſent to them the groans 
of the damn'd in Hell, who, were they to live 
over their days again, wouldſellall they hadto 
purchaſe this Pearl,and give Ten thouſand mil- 
lions of gold, if they had them, for his Friend- 
ſhip, becauſe this Friendſhip would blow out 
their Flames, and cool their burning Tongues, 
which all that maſs of Wealth will not do. 

Conſideraticn would lay open allthe riches, 
a {crious Life procures; it would : let them ſee 


_ that the interceſſion of Chritt Jeſus is entail'd 


upon't, a bleiling incontiderable in the eyes of 
the world, but which Men will one day ſet a 
higher prize upon, when it is too late. A blef- 
ſing, which neither Zaztalus his wealth, nor Li- 
cinius his hand, 'nor Cleopatra's Jewels, nor 
Azothocles his Golden Vellels, nor Creſus his 
poſietlions, nor Craſſus his demeſns can parrallel, 
To have an Advocate in Heaven, who anſwers 
all che Cavils and Exceptions, and Accuſations 
of the Devil againſt our ſincere Endeayours, 
who controuls the rage and malice of rhe Ene- 


M 4 my 


148 The Ozeat Law 


my ſ{t&ps in, while. the. Foe is arguing again 
us ſhews his Merits, his wounds, and the Marks 
of his Nails, and makes our imperfect Services 
paſs for current Coin in the Court of the High 
eſt, covers the weakneſſes and- infirmities of 
our Duties, perfumes our Devotions with the 
precious odors of our Satisfation, affters up ou 
Prayers in his Golden Cenſfcr, throws his Gar- 
ment over us, {tops the Lions mouth that's ops 
ned againſt us, contrives our Happinels, pro- 
mores our Intereſt with God, and picads notto 
caſt us away from his preſence, nor.'to take his 
Ho!y Spirit from us; whar profit there is in hx 
ving fuch an Intcrcefior, none will ere loag be 
more {cnf{ible of, than thoſe who have been de 
{tirure of the bencfit of this Interceſlion, and 
indeed none ſhare 11 that mercy, but Men that 
dare apply themſelves ro that ferious Life, 
whereof Conl:deration is the Key. 
Conlideration would ſhew them; Thar this 
{crious Lite gains rhe alliftance and [{luminarion 
ol God's Spurit A mercy of that moment rhat, 
without it the greatelt; Philoſopher is but a 
Dunce; and a Man lies expoſcd to all the inlt- 
nuations of Seducers, is like the wave of rhe Sea 
tolt ro and fro, and his Wine of the Vine of 
Sodom, and of the Ficlds of Gomorrah, his Grapes 
are Grapes of Gall. and his cluſters: bitter, his 
Wine is the poiſon of Dragons, and the venom 
of Alps, that is, even his Devotions are abomt- 
nations. And indeed, to have the. mind fo pur- 


ged, as to ſee the yanjty and emptinels q " 
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odiouſnels and loarhſomnels of Sin,the tran{cend- 
dentexcellency'of God, rhe delignsof God'sPro- 
vidence,the methods of Gods Mercy; the reafo» 
nableneſs. and equity'-of his proceedings, and: to 
beſo afliſted from above, as'to dare to oppole the 
moſt. pleaſing remprations, though/ they \charm 
never to wiſely; and to elteem-one hours com- 
munion_ with God; above all. the Preterments 
and 'Glories of the World ; (for 1n this manner 
the | Holy Ghoſt aſliſts rhoſe that apply.rhem- 
ſelves to a {erious | circumipect Lite,) he'that 
ſees no profit, no. gain, no advantages in this 
Priviledge, may juttly/ be ſuppoſed to be quite 
blinded by the God of rhis world. 
Conſideration would let them ſee; Thar the 
Promiſes 'of the | Goſpel are: otherguile Riches 
than: plenty of Cora and Wine, and Oil ; that 
there is no Ditſtrets, no Calamity, no Milery, 
wherein theſe promiles cannot. hold a Belie- 
vers head. and fupport him againſt fainting :; 
that theſe can give:zcontent, when nothing inthe 
world can quiet the Soul; and thattheſc can make 
Men triumph, when they are made as the filth of 
the World, and as the ott-icowring of all things. 
Conſideration would let them {ce the unſpeak- 
able gain which attends the ſerious, ſincere; and 
lelf-denying Chriſtian, when he comes to: die ; 
how little he is frighted, how big his-hopes and 
expectations grow, how contentedly he leaves 
the world, how the thoughts of the everlaſting 
riches, he looks for;lupport him, how God conj- 
poles 
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Poles his Spirit with reflections upon hisap 
proaching reit, how his Death is nothing burz 
ſleep, from which he will in a ſhort time awake 
again, and open his eyes, and behold the Loyd 
ſitting on his throne, ſtretching forth his 

ter of his love to him and aſſuring him that the 
day of Salvation is come, that the everlaſt; 
Spring is at hand, which will make him forget 
the tediouſnels of his travels, the burthens ofhis 
former life, and whatever in this World looked 
like anguiſh, and calamity. This would ſhey 
them, that the immarceicible Crown of glory, 
the reward. of a {erious Life, doth infinitely 
tranſcend all that rhe World can imagin to he 
advantageous and profitable. 

Nay, Conſideration would diſcover to them, 
Thar a {ſerious circumſpect ' Life, entitles Men 
to 'temporal gain, as well as to Spiritualand 
Eternal advantages. This would thew them, 
that ,more men arc ruined 1n their Eſtates, by 
a Vicious, rhan there are by a. Religious Con- 
yerſation; and that Drunkards, Whoremor 
gers, Adulterers, Ambitious, 'and Quareliom 
Men, break {ooner and oftner in the World, 
than thoſe whole buſineſs is to keep a Conlc> 
ence void of offence rowards God and Man. 
This would ſhew them, rhat this Worlds Goods 
are not ingroſſed,- or poſleſſed altogether by 
Men, who flight God and their own Souls; 
but that even many of thoſe, who truly tear 
God, have a very large ſhare-in temporal-plet- 
ty and proſperity; and that many times _ 

| thrive 


— — OI" 1 | I —__—_—— —CS —_ a = — tt 


"= 


CS 
ro 


"IE ON Wk GS aw Gs > YO oF 


of Conſideration. I;r 


thrive the better for a ſerious Life, and a ſecret 
bleſſing attends them, Plenty ſteals upon them 
beyond expectation; and as if ſome good An- 
gel were at work for them, Riches flow inſen- 
{tbly” upon them, and every thing they under- 
take doth proſper, infomuch that themlelves 
cannot but wonder at their increaſe. 

This would convince them, that.many Men; 
who during their ungodly Converlation, could 
not thrive,had ſignally proſpered'inthe World, 
as ſoon as they have applyed themſelves to a fe- 
rious Life, that the face of their Atairs hath 
been changed 3 that Manaſſeh, who-had nothing” 
but trouble and Diſtreſs to atrend him, while. 
he wallowed in his Iniquities, uport his return 
to the God of his Fathers, was brought.þack 
unto his Kingdom, and lived in Wealth and 
Plenty ; ' that Nebuchadnezzar, who for” his 
Pride and Inſolence, was driven out of his own 
Dominions by his Subjects ; upon his ſobriery, 
and acknowledging his folly,, and adoring the* 
God of Heaven, was on a ſudden reſtored to 
his former Grandeur, .and thar a ſerious Man 
is beft' qualified for getting profit, and encrea- 
ſing an eſtate; and that the generaliry of Men 
had rather deal with a conſciencious Man, than 
with a perſon who is careleſs of all things, but 
his own” Intereft. as knowing, that being con- 
{ciencious* he dares not cheat, or 'deceive them, 
bur will think himſelf obliged” to deal juſtly 
and honeſtly with them, and do by them, as 
he would have others do by him; and that this 

is 
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Poſes his Spiric with reflections upon hisap 
proaching reit, how his Death is nothing bur 
fleep, from which he will in a ſhort time awake 
again, and open his eyes, and behold the-Lord 
ſirting on his throne, ſtretching forth his 

ter of his love to him and aſſuring him that the 
day. of Salvation is come, that the everlaſt; 
Spring is at hand, which will make him fo 
the tediouſnels of his travels, the burthens ofhis 
former life, and whatever inthis World looked 
like anguiſh, and calamity. This would ſheiy 
them, that the immarceſcible Crown of gloty, 
the reward. of' a {erious Life, doth infinitely 
tranſcend all that rhe World can imagin to be 
advantageous and profitable. 

Nay, Conſideration would diſcover to them, 
That a ſerious circumſpect Life, entitles Men 
to 'temporal gain, as well as to Spiritualand 
Eternal advantages. This would thew them, 
that ,more men arc ruined 1n their Eſtates, by 
a Vicious, rhan there are by a. Religious Con- 
yerſation; and that Drunkards, Whoremor 
gers, Adultercrs, Ambitious, 'and Quarelſom 
Men, break {ooner and oftner in the World, 
than thoſe whote buſineſs is to keep a Conſc 
ence void of offence rowards God and Man. 
This would ſhew them, rhat this Worlds:Goods 
are not ingrofled,- or poſſeſſed alrogether by 
Men, who flight God - and their own Souls; 
but that even many of ' thoſe, who truly tear 
God, have a very large ſhare-in temporal-plet 
ty and proſperity; and that many times = 

| h cnrive 


g_ 


VT 0520 ft. 65 5. O0 5-30.20... a 


o a. A. — m—_ 


of Conſideration. IST 


thrive the better for a ſerious Life, and a ſecret 
bleſſing attends them, Plenty ſteals upon chem 
beyond expeRtation; and as if ſome good An- 

| were at work for them, Riches flow infen- 
{ibly” upon them, and every thing they under- 
take doth proſper, infomuch that themſelves 
cannot but wonder at their increale. 

This would convince them, that-many Men; 
who during their ungodly Converſation, could 
not thrive,had ſgnally proſperediinthe World, 
as ſoon as they have applyed themlelves to a fe- 
rious Life, that the face of their Attairs hath 
been changed 3 that Manaſſeh, who-had nothing* 
but trouble and Diſtreſs to atrend him, while 
he wallowed in his Iniquities, uport his return 
to the God of his Fathers, was broughr þack* 
unto his Kingdom, and lived in Wealth and 
Plenty ; that Nebuchadnezzar, who for” his 
Pride and Infolence, was driven out of his own 
Dominions by his Subjects ; upon his ſobriery, 
and acknowledging his folly,, and adoring the* 
God of Heaven, was on a ſudden reſtored to 
his former Grandeur, .and that a ſerious Man 
is beft' qualified for getting profit, and encrea- 
ſing an eſtate ; and that the generality of Men 
had rather deal with a conſciencious Man, than 
with a perſon who is careleſs of all things, but 
his own Intereft. as knowing, that being con- 
{ciencious* he dares not cheat, or 'deceive them, 
bur will think himſelf obliged to deal juſtly 
and honeſtly with them, and do by them, as 
he would haye others do by him ; and that this 
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is the great misfortune of Uagodlineſs, and the 
glory. of a ſerious Life, that,one wicked Man 
dares not truſt another, but both good and bad 
dare truſt him, who ſtands in awe.of God, and 
makes it his; great care and - {tudy , how. tg 
pleale him. | 

This would - ſhew them, That the Aerious 
Man in being charitab'e, takes the readieſt way 
to proſper in his {ecular Concerns and that as 
great a Paradox, as it may ſcem to ſenſual Meg, 
there is not-2- greater truth in the World, than 
rhat which | Solomon {peaks of, Prov. 11, 34. 
There is he 'that || ſcattereth, and yet encreaſcth, 
This would lay. before them ;the Examples of: 
Men; who by. conſ{:crating; a.great part of their 
Eſtate and Incomes to pious and charitable 
Ules, have ;enlarged their. Fortunes, and by 
calting rheir-Bread upon the water have found 
it, again with intereſt after many dayes, who 
have denyed themlſclves in their ſuperfluirics, 
and: yer are grown rich; | given way, andy 
gotten-more then they had in times paſt. - This 
would lead them, intothe pleaſant Field of Gods 
Providence, -. and ſhew them how that wiſe and 
gracious God whecls and turns things abour for 
the good of thoſe that dare truſt him for a re- 
compence, and makes that Money which was 
laid out for the ule of the Needy* return with 
advantageand uſury. 

A remarkable. Example whereof I cannot, but 
alledge upon this occaſion. In Ni/tba there was 


a Religious Woman, who had a Man that was 
a 
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4 Heathen for her Husband. _ They were poor, 
yet by. hard Labour had got Fifty pound roge- 
ther; whereupon the Husband thought good to 
put it out to Intereſt, that they might nor ſpend 
upon the main ſtock. His Wife, being a Chri- 
ſhan, readily told him, that none paid greater 
Intereſt for Money lent him, than the God of 
the Chriſtians. The Man. pleaſed with rhe 
news, demands where this God was to be met 
with 2 The Woman told him at ſuch a Church, 
where he had Deputies to receive the Sum. 
They take Money and to the Church they 
go, where they ſaw ſome poor Widdows fit- 
ing; Theſe are the Depytics of the God of 
the Chriſtians, ſaid the Woman, who will re- 
ceive your Money, and pay you Intereſt. The 
Man not much pleaſed with his ſecurity, yer 
over-perlwaded by his Wife, lets the poor Wi- 
dows have the Money, who mae not knowing the 
Mans intent thankfully received it. 

A'quarter of a year after, the Man finding 
himſelf pincht for want of Neceſlaries, bids his 
Wite go and demand a quarter of years Inte- 
reſt; to which ſhe replies, chat if he would gs 
to thole poor Widows, and demand the Uſe, ſhe 
did not doubt but he mighr have ir. 

He goes and expoſtulates with rheſe perſons, 
but what he had given them was conlum'd, and 
they were ſo far trom paying him Intereſt, char 
they were ready to beg more of him; with thar 
he goes ſad and forrowful out of the Church ; 
but going he ſpies a picce of Gold, one of them 
PICCCS 
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ices he had given to the poor, which acc. 
Ccnrally it ſeems he had droprt, in his diſtri 
burion of the Sum upon the floor. He takes ix 
up, goes home, complains to his Wife of the 
Chien thoſe poor Widows had put upon him, 
She bids him truſt that God, whom he had lent 
the Money to, andrtake that peice he had found, 
and buy Neceſſaries for their Family. He goes 
his way to the Market place, and among other 
things buy ſome Fiſh, which were to be dreſgd 
for Dinner. 

His Wife, opening one of the Fiſhes, finds in 
the Belly a precious Stone, which betrayed its 
Worth by its unuſual gliſtering. The Man car 
ries it to a Jeweller, who preſently gives him 
Three hundred pounds for the Jewel, at which 
the Man'tranſported, falls a Praiſing of the God 
of the Chriſtians, and himſelf becomes one, 
a{tonſhed with the Providence which had {o 
miraculouſly dilfdſed of the ſecond cauſes far 
his ſignal profit, and emolument. 

Conſideration would ler them ſee, How va- 
ricus Gods Temporal Bleſſings are, which very 
often light on the Head of a ſerious religious 
Mn; , and though he had no Trade, which 
ſtands in need of Augumentation, bur a ſtand- 
ing; Revenue, who yer God may watch. over 
hira fo, that he ſhall loſe little, and all he un- 
dertakes ſhall proſper ; that his Houſes ſhall be 
preferved from fire, and his Cattle from decay ; 
that his fields ſhall bring forth p'entifully, and 


his Lands be as the Garden of the Lord ; oy 
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he ſhall ſee Poſterity advance in Wealth and 
Honour, and his Childrens Children grow as the 
Liles and ſpread their Branches as the Cedars 
in Lebanon. 

Conſideration would let them ſee, How. a 
whole Kingdom thrives, where Seriouſnels and 
the Fear of God is encouraged with vigor and 
ſincerity. What a darling a ſerious Frince is 
to his Subjects, how well they love him, how 
highly they eſteem him, and how plentifully 
and contentedly they live under his {hadow. 
This would lay before them the Examples of 
David, of Solomon, of Hezekiah, of Foftah, of 
Antonine, Princes, for whom their Subjects. 
would have in a manner pull'd out their own. 
Eyes, and given them to them; the Riches, 
the Honours, the Triumphs, the Victories, the: 
Careſſes of Foreign Monarchs, that were hea- 
ped upon them, and all becaule they did that 
which was right in the ſight of God. This 
would refreſh their Memories, how upon a 
publick Humiliation God hath been entrea- 


ted, and the Judgments, under which a Nation 


groan'd, haue been averted ; and the Heavens, 
which before were turned into Braſs, have vi- 
ſited the Earth again with Showres, and the 
tormer Scarcity hath been transform'd into 
Plenty and abundance; and how God hath ſeen 
their Works, that they turned from their evil 
Ways, and hath repented himſelf of the evil . 
he hath ſaid, he would do unto them, and hath 
not done it, 

Con- 
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Conſideration would let them ſee; that 
though a ſerious Man ſhould decay in 'the 
World, and his Conſcienciouſneſs be the cauſe 
of his Ruin, yerhe would have more to fu 
him under his Loſſes than another Man, for hoy 
ſhould not he be able ro ſupport himlelf, that 
hears the Son of God ſaying ro him, That theres 
no Man thathath lefc Father, and Mother, Lands, 
and Houſes, Brethren and Siſters, for his ſake, or 
for Righteousneſs fake, whether voluntary, or 
forced to it by Enemies* bur ſha!l receive a hun 
dred fold in this life, that is in grace, and comforts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and in rhe World to come 
everlaſting life Mark, 10. 29. 3. and it could 
not bur be a very great farisfaCtion, that it was 
not any vice or licentiouſneſs, rhat broke him; 
but a good Conſcience, which is its own Re 
ward and rhe beſt Preſervative, againſt Mur- 
muring, Repining, and Deſpair, and very often 
a Prelage that God will ſer him up again, and 
as it was in Fob's caſe, make the latter part ofhis 
Life more proſperous than the former. 

By ſuch Repreſentations as theſe, Conſider 
tion would Scatter the Suggeſtion of the Devil, 
That a ſinful Life, i the only gainful and advants 
geous Life, But what Argument can prevail 
againſt Experience; and where Men have found 
aiready, that their Sins have prov'd profitable, 
and that their careleſneſs of Reiigion hath pro- 
curd them no {mall Advantages? Their. great 
care and ſtudy now mult be, that they do not 


put themſelves into a way of loſing them ; and 
theres 
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therefore exhort then 'to conſider, what the end 
of theſe things will be,and whether this be a like- 
ly courſe,roget a Title to'the Inheritance incor- 
ruptible;teſerved in Heaven for Believets'z they' 
be ready"to reply, What, "part with my Liveli- 
hood > Quit thar,which muſt ſupport my Family ? 
Would you have me”'ſtarve: and perifh 2 Will 
our Righireouſneſs give me Bread z Would you 
aye me. 'precipitare my (elf into Ruin 2' Will 
nothing le(s ſerve the turh, than leaving all; and 
following' Chriſt z- Why ſhould I deſpair, when 
God blefies' me ; and"think ill of my» way of 
living ,”'whenGod, by proſpering my eadeavors, 
declares his 'approbation' of my 'deporttnent ? 
My Gains 'his Mercy ; and if he did-not allow 
of what I did, © he would with-hold his Bene- 
diction.' ' His giving ſucce(s'ro whardo,ſhews 
his Love ;*and 1 have reaſon to' believe he'is not 
angry with! me'for taking this courſe, . beeaufe 
he never 'croſs'd it by his Thunders, God'would 
haye me liv6 in the world, and fince''T have 
no other'way3 to thrive but this, I muſt ſuppoſe 
it's that which God hath call'd me to.'/ My In- 
duſtry- is” in''Obedience'to his Command, and 
why ſhould {Þ fright my ſelf with his Indignas 
tion, when 'my proſperous ' Fortunes . ſpeak his 
{miles and Sunihine z © bY 
Conſideration would let them ſee, Thar God 
doth not bleſs 'them for their Sins; bur:dorth- ir 
to invite them ro Amendment. "That'though 
God's Bleſſings flow in-upon them, ''while they 
fin, yet thoſe Bleflings/ are no approbarions 'of 
N their 


their Sins, but diſſuaſives rather ; marks of God; 
Beſtechings, characters of his Entreaties that 
they. would not be ſo baſe, and unworthy, as t9 
fight againſt him with his Mercies, nor make 
ute of his Kindneſs againſt him, ſigns where 
God lets; them know, that he had- rather hey 
their Hallelujahs in Heaven, than their Groagz 
in Hell, ,” Nay, this would ſuggeſt to them, Tha 
it may; not be God that bleſics them, - but the 
Devil ; and/that he, that is permitted to ſhey 
them all che. Kingdoms of the World, and the 
Glories of ;them 1n a moment, hath power allo 
to-reward Iniquity ; and that proſperity, which 
is acquir'd by 1in, cannot: be of God's making, 
bur is an-cftect of the Devil's . bounty, ; who ac 
ver gives but with an' intent to murther ; and 
makes Preſents for no other end ,* but to make 
the Soul a Prey to: his fury ; who gives, like the 
Grecians, only to overcome; and ſeems kind, 
only 10. get an intereſt in the Sinner, and-to take 
adyantage againſt him, when there ſhall be oc- 
caſion ; who. Bleſſes with a deſign to Cure, ans 
rewards to harden Men: in their | contempt of 
the Almighty ; who lets:men reap, Profit, that 
they. may , venture' confidently on fin, and is 
contented, they ſhould have ſomething for their 
pains, that they may dedicate themſclves mote 
entirely to his diſpoſal. | 

So that.it may be {aid of ſuch a Mans Poſe: 
ſions, ' as the Lacedemonian in Plutarch, ſaid of 
Lampes, whom a Gentleman commended fot 
being rich/in Shipping, I do nor like that Felir 


citY, 
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city, Which depends ſo much on cords and 
threds. Indeed, he one it with reſpect to the 
uncertainty of ſuch Riches, but we'may juſtly 
call ſuch a Mans Wealth Cords and Strings, in 
another ſenſe ; Cords Which intangle him, and 
by degrees tye him faſter and faſter to the De- 
vils ſeryice; drag him into hardneſs of heart, 
and impenitency, and ar laſt into that. Priſon, 
from whence there is no returning, till he hath 
paid the uttermoſt farthing. 

But what can you expect from Men, that are 
teſolv/d not to ſee, and are ſo wedded to their 
gain, that they are_ frighted with, the very 
thoughts of a Remedy,”, that would clear their 
Gght, and ſhew them the faral hand, rhar gives 
them their ,proſpetity , and diſcover to them 
the Fiend, that conveys the gain, they. get in- 
to their houſes, and bribes them into | everlaſt- 
ing Tortures. ETTY 

O poor beſotted Sinners! And do you loſe 
Heaven for this ? Is it for this, you leap into de- 
ſtruQtion 2. Is it for this you hazard the Favour 
of God? Ts it for this you ſcorn the Gold of 
the Sanctuary 2 Is it for this, that the Riches 
of Grace and Mercy are vile and mean, and 
deſpicable in your Eyes? Is it for this, that 
you break your ſleep, heat your blood, diſcom- 
pole your Minds, diſorder your Bodies, and alie- 
nate your affections from him, who, being rich, 
became poor for you ſake 2 Will not Heathens 
be your Judges 2 Will not Phocion, Fabritins, 
Fabins , Diegenes, Socrates, Plato , Demetrius , 

N z Apollonins, 
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Apollonius, -mere Heathens, who would not 4 
cept of the Riches, they might have had, and 
which were freely offer'd | them, leſt-their: Vir 
rue ſhould ſuffer in the Acceptance, and. they be 
tempted to grow remils an. their ſelf-denials, 
Would any Man think you had fational, im- 
mortal Souls within : you, that ſees” you liye 
thus? Would any Man imagine that you be 
lieve a Reward to come, ; that ſees you {o gpree- 
dy after a preſent recompence ? So greedy, that 
you figlit your way through Oaths , Cutles, 
Lies, Oppreſſion, Extortion, Injuſtice, , Coye- 
rouſne(s,, Uncleanneſs, Blaſphemy ,, Flatreties, 
Railings, Slanders, Abufes, Drunkennels, and 
through the moſt ſneaking, moſt ſordid , and 
molt diſingenuous ſins fo ger it > To fee. this, 
what fober Man would not bleſs himſelf? What 
Man of Reaſon would envy ſuch adyatitages? 
Pity you he may, but he can never With for 
your happineſs, for that which you call 5 
neſs is milery in grain, and muſt ſhortly die 
into. endleſs lamentations, Yerily T ſay wnto you, 
you have your reward, Mat. 6. 5. 
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VI. | Fear. of being melancholy. with Jo much 
ſeriouſneſs, is. another | Impediment. And as 
the Devil ceaſes not Day.,and , Night to inſtill 
this Principle into Mens: Minds, to it uſually 
preyails with the jolly Crew, and ſuch: as are all 
for Mirth, and Raillery, and hate Sadnels. astheir 
moſt deadly Enemy. _ Conſideration they are 
afraid will ſtrike them. into dumps, and a yiew 
of the odiouſnels and loathſomnels: of their ſin- 
ful Life , deprive them for , ever of that merry 
Temper, .kind Nature hath beſtow'd » on them. 
Conlideration, of their . danger, they fear, will 
put them in mind of the ſevere Duties. of Religi- 
on, and ſuggeſt ſomething .to them, that will lig 
gnawing within , and make them,'that they 
ſhall neyer enjoy a- merry hour again. ,, i They 
look upon, Men abroad , who have. applied 
themlelvgs ro Conſideration of their ways, and 
ſtydied | how they ſhall be happy after death, 
znd find, it hath ſpoil'd their Triumphs, and 
caus'd them to, walk abgut.diſcouraged, and de- 
jected. They. hear of diſmal Stories, how People 
that haye been ſtudying things of this Nature, 
have been deluded by. the Devil, and how 
ſome have. drown'd, and others. ſtabb'd them 
{clyes:: Though this is only an | effect of ſome 
Dodily diſtemper , . which would have hapn'd 

t9 them, had they never thought on Spiricual 
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Objects, yet they are willing to impurte it tothe 
auſtere Rules of Devotion; and though the 
ſame Argument would hold againſt greedy 
neſs after the riches of the World, which mak 
ſome Men come to the Gallows, and others fal 
into ſtrange tortures of the Mind , - yet 'th 

wiſely forbear examining the ſtrength of the 
Argument, leſt they ſhould want pretences for 
their Lazineſs. They ſee, how ſome, that think 
much of their Salvarion,hang down their heads, 


like a Bulruſh. fold rheir Arms, and ſpend ther 


days in Tears and Weeping. They ſe, hoy | 


uncomfortable Conſideration hath made their 
Lives, how it hath filPd their hearts with Sor- 
row, and Grief, and Anguiſh, and' rhey are + 
fraid, this will be their fare, and the effeds'it 
hath wrought in others, fright them, leſt the 
ſhould be” as diſconſolate as they. While they 
maintain their'jolly remper, they can live quiet: 
ly, and with content ; and while they have little 
or nothing to'do with rhoſe ſerious things, Dir 
vines do talk of, they feel no diſturbance; and 
why ſhould they meddle with Conſideration, 


which will 'certainly © infuſe ſad Thoughts into | 
their Minds, and givethem Gall and Vinegar to | 
drink? Might not one plead as well;rhat ir'is i | 


vain to fortifie ſuch a 'Town againſt an Enemy, 
for nota few Cities in the World, that have been 
of no great ſtrengrh, have eſcaped well enough, 
and why ſhould they diſcompoſe themſelves 
with fears of an Affaulr, having been ſecure ſo 
' many years 2 Why ſhould they now begin 


—— 
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diſorder themſelves with diſmal Preſages, or be 
at the trouble of Digging, and Building,- and 
raiſing Fortreſſes, when they can lie {till in-their 
Beds, and indulge themſelyes, and cat the Far 
of the Land 2 

And are not theſe excellent Arguments againſt 
Conſideration? Are not theſe very lofty and 
pregnant Reaſons, to confute the necellity of 
ſo great a Duty? Wretched, deluded Men 2 
Conſideration would let you ce, that there is2 

eat difference berween Melancholy and Seri- 
ouſneſs; and that every Man that looks grave 
and ſober, is not therefore dejeted, and diicom- 
pos'd within; and thar it's poſſible for Men 
not to rant, and tear, and ſwagger, and-yet to 
enjoy great ' calm and quietnels in their Souls. 
That a Man is not therefore {ad, becauſe he 
will not ſwear and dritik, nor therefore Zypo- 
chonadriack, becauſe his Conſcience will not di- 
geſt thoſe Sins which you can {ſwallow down 
without chewing. 

Conſideration would let you fee , That you 
who allow your ſelves in Sin and Vanity, of all 
Men have leaſt reaſon to be merry; who have 
the King immortal and inviſible for your Ene- 
my, and the Blood of Jeſus ſpeaking againſt 
= and God's Spirit bearing witnels of your 

iſobedience, and know not how ſoon God 
will open rhe flood gates of his Anger , and 
how ſoon your Portion will be in outward 
darkneſs; who have no title to the Benefits 
of Chriſts Paſſion, and are dead while you live; 
N 4 who 
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who'have your Underſtandings' darkned, your 
inward and outward. Man polluted,]: and your 
Garments ſpotted by the fleſh. -_ | 11h 

Conſideration would let you ſee,:i/That your 
Joy and Mirth is bur ſlight and ſuperficial, fo 
far from ' being ſolid, that oftentimes..in- your 
very Laughter, your heart is ſorrowful ; and as 
fair as you'carry things outwardly, [your Con- 
{ciences | cahnot but fright you' with an aps 
proaching ſtorm ſomerimes; and” as merry as 
you ſeem to be, you.now and then feel terrors, 
which make you flee when no Man. perſues 
you. ' This would let you ſee, how ſhort your 
Mirth and Pleaſures are, and how they periſh in 
the very enjoyment, and are no better than But- 
terflies'; which when 'you have with great la- 
bour andinduſtry got into your hands, their cu- 
rious colours decay: with' a rowch, and you can 
boaſt of nothing * but. a ſqualid Worm. This 
would ſhew you, that your Jollities are much 
like Attila's Nuptials, whoſe Wedding-day, pro- 
ved his Funeral; and like Philip the Macedoni- 
as Txiumphs, which in a moment are turned 
into ſadneſs by the daring Panſanias; This 
would ſhew you how weak a thing it is, with 
Lyfimachus, for a Cup of cold Water to loſe a 
Kingdom, and to hazard an Eternity of Joy, for 
Mirth, which at' che beſt is bur as a Motning 
Cloud; and as the early Dew, ' which ſoon pat- 
{es away. ; [4 

Conlideration would ler you ſee, That: your 


Mitth is worſe than Sadneſs and iSorrow, Wy 
| cauſe 
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uſe it - proceeds. from a ſtupified Saul, and 
ew 2 hard heart; from a Soul whoſe nobler 
fparks are oppreſſed with Soot and Aſhes, 'ahd 
which hath Fore its delicate Palate, it's refined 
Taſte, and is made fo inſenble of the purer rran- 
ſports of Joy,,that it hankers afrer_norhin bur 
Earth, and {uch droſſy,muddy, divertiſem Es, 'A$ 
Men. of reaſon and conternplation, would" {torn 
25 much as they - do the extravagancies of 4 
impotent Enemy ; and that it is rather a Man's 
felicity to be a ſtranger ro your Mirth , than 
unhappineſs, becauſe your Mirth is 1o "vain, 
our Delight ſo frothy, and your Joy uſually 
Fark ſuch a fearful end, an end, muci like that 
of Be!ſhazzar , who made a Feaſt ro his Lords, 
drank Wine | before them , and, to make the 
Deboſhe complete, and ro make the blood of 
the Grapes drink with greater brisknefs, calP'd 
for the Golden Veſſels, which his Father had ta- 
ken outof the Temple of Feruſalem, as if it en- 
creasd the pleaſure of drink to profane thoſe 
Veſſels by drunkenneſs, which were conſecrated 
to God ; and Wine out of a Bowl of the San- 
Ctuary gave greater lite to the Spirits, and re- 
viv'd he heart more than a common, Cup. But 
while their hearts danc'd and leap'd for, Joy, an 
unknown hand from Heaven . writes the faral 
doom, the Characters of Ruin, and the lines of 
death upon the Wall, and on a ſudden, The Kines 
countenance changes, and his thoughts troutle him, 
{o that the joynts of his loins ' were looſen'd, and his 
knees [mote one againſt another, Dan. 5.6, 
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_; Conſideration would let you ſee, That your 
joy. doth not deſerye' the name of joy, and thar 
your Mirth is nothing bur Wantonneſs, and 
how, much below a great Spirit ſuch Pleaſbres 
are, h Ww unworthy A Man created after God's 
Image and Similitude, how empty they leave 

our, Souls, and how, like the Sea, when &þ- 
bing in muddy places, they leave nothing but 
Stink, and Filth, and naſtineſs behind them. 

Conſideration would let you ſee, That none 
can rejoyceſo heartily as thoſe, who make God 
their Portion, and (ct the Lord always before 
their Eyes. For, in this caſe, they may be confi- 
dent, that not only God, but all his Creatures 
are their friends ; and that the Red Sea, which 
drowns the A#egyptians , ſhall be their Wall and 
Bullwark ; and the Cloud, that's Darkneſs to 
the Sinner, ſhall be Fire to them; and thar, 
though God is neither Bread , nor Water, nor 
Light, nor C'oathing, nor Habitation, conſide- 
red by the rule of Senſe, yerhe will be all this tg 
them, even Bread to feed them, Water to re 
freſh them, Light to revive rhem, Cloathing to 
warm them, and an Habitation to defend rhem 
from Wind and Tempeſt, This would ſhew 
you, That light i ſown from the righteous , and 
pladneſs from the upright in heart, Plal. 97. IT. 
And that no perſons in the World have greater 
reaſon to rejoyce than they, whoſe great care 
and ſtudy 1s, Firſt, zo {< the Kingdom of Goa, 
and his righteouſneſs, as being perſons who arc 
acquainted with a lively Faith, and know by 
þlefſed experience what thy Hope _— ' 
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whereby Men purifie themſelyes, even as God 
is pure; and what it is to be ſtrengrhened with 
all Might unto all patience, and long-ſutfering, 
and what the canſtraining love of God implies, 
and what it is to be married ro him, who is al- 
cogether lovely, and what it is to have unjon 

and communion with him. Rad 
" Conſideration would ſhew yau,. Thar Peace 
of Conſcience, and Honour with God, : and. the 
Spirits making interceſſion for us, with groans 
uautterable, and pardon of Sins, Priviledges 
which attend a ſerious preparation for a betrer 
World, arc a continual Feaſt, and conſequently 
afford matter for greater joy, than all the Rari- 
ties and Curioſities of this preſent life. This 
would let you lee, Thar that one bleſſing, par- 
don of Sin,which a ſeriqus Man enjoys, is a Mer+ 
cy which he may juſtly rejoyee and triumphin, 
more than the greateſt Monarch of this World 
in his boundleſs Empire, and that neither Alex+ 
ander's V i@tories, nor Auguſtus Ceſar his Tran- 
quility, nor Darius his Plenty can equal that 
rejoycing , or deſerves to be compared with 
it. This would lead your Thoughts to take 
a view of the preſent condition of rhe un; 
happy Spirits in Hell, ro whom pardon of Sin 
would be a greater comfort aud refceſhmear, 
than all the pleaſures of this World, diſtilld 
into quinreſſence, Should a Proclamation be 
made in that diſmal Vault, by ſome Angel 
{ent from Heaven, that all Priſoners are freed 
from their Guilt, by the new and living way, 
| - even 
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even by the Blood of Jeſus, and 'that God hath 
cotideſcended ar laſt, and is prevail'd withal tg 
forgive their Tniquiries ; what leaping, what dan- 
cing, whatjoy, Whiar gladtieſs, what exultation 
of Spirit, what {cerehiry - of Face, what a"chear- 
fat Air would appear ' in 'every corner of that 
foathſom Priſon! How would one Wretch jog 
the other, and bid him break our into praiſes 
and celebrations of his Maker, for ſo great a fa- 
vour; How like Heaven, would Hell look on a 
fudden, and all their Howlings, which grief and 
anguiſh did draw from them, change into excla- 
marions of gladnets! How would their Hearts 
ſwell and dilate themſelves, and tranſport them 
into an extaſie of joy-! How ſordid, how mean, 
how pitiful, how imconſiderable would all their 
former ſenſual Delights fcem xo this Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction! 

Conſideration would let you ſee, That what 
ever Men that are become vain in their ima- 
ginations may prate, there is no pleaſure, no fel;- 
licity like that which flows from walking in the 
ways of God ;” and that ſin hath ttouble and 
vexation for 'its individual companian ; that 
Pride, and Envy, and Ambition, and Luſt, and 
Revenge, whiltt they promiſe eale to the fin- 
ners Mind, do but torment it more ; that Good- 
nels is the beft ſecurity, that the Joy of the 
whole Earth is Mount 'S/on; that in this Garr 
den are rhe {weetelt Roſes, - the moſt odorite- 
rous Flowers, the moſt fragrant Plants ; Roſes 
which have no prickles underneath, like, your 
| Cars 
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cirnal; delights; Flowers which, wither not a- 
way, like that frothy Mirth which the laughter 
of Fools affords ; Plants which feed, and nou- 
riſh, and' heal, and; poiſon not, like thole airy 
fatisfactions which, flow.from .niaking proyiſion 
for the fleſh. This would repreſent ro your 
Minds the examples of. millions of Saints, , Who 
are able, from their own experienee, to affirm; 
that the ways ,of ſcrioulnels are truly ways. of 


CO 


plealantnels, and thar all. her paths. are Poives 


that they have found more ſarisfzQion in being 
door-keepers in the Houle of God, than they 


have done in being Maſters of the moſt gloriqus 
Tents of wickedneſs, ; that they haye had more 
joy,from contemplation of Heaven's Glory, . and 
from. reflecting ,on, the All-lyfficiency of God, 
in one hour, than cyer they receiyed from run- 
ning up and down, many. years. together, after 
the things the, vain, World | is_cnamour'd with- 
a;-that they. would, not be;1n that miſerable, 
unregenerate , ſtate again, if they might hay 
Whole Kingdoms to entice them; and rhat there 
$n0 condition 1a all the World {o full of briars 
and thorns, and anguub, and; pain, and diſqui- 
«nels, and trouble, and yexation, as a ſinfut 
fe, -and an unconyerted-eltate., wvge 

This would ſer before you, the” example of 
vX Paul, who could glory and _rcjoyce even in 
Tribulations; and whereas his Enemies could 
tgoyce in nothing but in Money, in Health, 'in 
Fower, in Honour, in Dignities, in Delicacies, 
n Silks, in rich Tables; he could rejoyce. in 
Ship- 
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Shipwracks, in Stripes, in Petils, in Falſe Ac. 
cuſations ;' and that .which appeared terrible to 
others, ſhewed pleaſant to him ; and as bitter 
as. the root of Th Afﬀlictions was, it produced 
notwithſtanding the ſiveeteſt Fruits, even "the 
fruits of Humility and Chatity: 

This would ſer before' you the joys of Davil 
T will rejoyce and be glad in thee, Plal.'g. 2; In 
thee, not in Voluptuouſnels, not in Luſtful Tou- 
ches, nor in curious Taſte, , tat 'in Precious O- 
dours, not in the Melody, of Airy Songs, nor 
in the Beauty of a Feels: nor ih the 'Applau- 
ſes of Men, hot in Matrimony, nor in Children, 
notin raking Wealth together, but in thee; who 
canſt make even broken bones rejoyce, make the 
Conſcience 'skip, and the*Hearr dahce for joy. 

Conſideration would Jer you fee, That Noſe 
ſerious Perſons who look dejeted and'melan- 
choly, have joys within which no ſtranger inter 
medles withal ; and as little ſhew as they make 
of chearfulneſs, they carry that within" their 
Brealts,as can make their life a porpcrnnl eu 
So far is Conſideration from 'making Men me 
lancholy, that it points at the things where the 
greateſt joy is to be found ; atid as Conliderath 
on it ſelf is a pleaſure, as we proy'd before, to 
it is a guide to lead Men into ſuch a Paradie, 
as they would be content to. loſe themſelves 1n, 
and deſire no greater Felicity on this ſide Hear 
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V II. Inpediment... . niche 
- VII. Fear, of going diſtratied with poripg . on 
things too high for their capacgtics. The ayerſc- 
nels. from a'truly {crious and, circumſpect lif > 
moſt Men,is ſo very great,thatthey'l entertain. the 
abſucdeſt, fillieſt,and moſt childith pretences, ra- 
ther than be perſuaded to, that .courle, God and 
his Holy Angels, Scripture, Conſcience,, Mus 
ſtersand all the Providences_ of, God do call and 
invite them to... And; ſuch; a, ſhift 15 that, ;we 
have before. us, a.plea ſo ynpermnent, that We 
might juſtly ask:,che. queſtion, ,,Wherher thoſe 
that make uſe of it, are not. giltxacted alrgady; ? 
Men. had as good giye.us a, down. right. anſwer, 
and tell us plajnly,, That .they, will. not; rake 
their eycrlaſting,State , into, Conlideration; and 
will have nothing to do with Salvation, agmake 
us conclude, {o, much from. their unſtcadine(s 
and tergiverſations. Their actions ſhew it, Why 
ſhould. they deny it with, thew, Lips? Their 
wotks declare it, Why ſhould, not [they , con- 
els itz God concludes ſo much from their con- 
verſation, Why. ſhould. they., love.: to, bear the 
World in hand, . that it is.not.ſo2 The Hea- 
theniſh People of Congo were hqneſt,, who being 
daptiz'd into Chriſtianity, . and. underſtanding 
alterward, that the Religion they, had embraced 
required Chaſtity, and forbad. Polygamy. and 
Laſciviouſnels, came back to the Pricits ; 'that 
ad Baptiz'd them, and there {olemnly renoun- 
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ccd their Baptiſm, alledging, that they were te: 
ſolved not to part with thete ſins, _ ſince the 
Chriſtian Religion did forbid them, it was in 
Vain r6 own themſelves followers of that Religi- 
on, the Rules of which they were tefolved" not 
to obſerve, or live up to. Here the'Prieſts knew, 
what'to make of them, and did never afteriexs 
pet better things at their hands. 'But it's other- 
wiſe with the generality of Men, that call tliem: 
ſelves Chriſtians; They love ro'leave God aid 
themſelyes, and their Neighbours in the'datk; 
and we firid,” they halt berween' two Opitiions, 
ufirefolved, whether they ſhall follow God'vr 
Bal: ' They ' would neither 'difpleaſe God;' yibt 
the Devil. - The'Devils favour they' keep; and 
maintain by their 'ſecter averſenels from a'ſeri 
DOTS for er - "rh 
"C ill they court; ing that they 
Sal rein: frog Word It Ht for ah arid ſuch 
obſtacles and' impediments. And indeed 'theit 
Fleſh does nv Tooner ſuggeſt an'excuſe to thei 
Minds, bur they ' preſently flatter ' themſelves, 
that that ſhift'will be a ſufficient Apology” fot 
neglect of their Dury- And' though going di 
ftracted with Confietation! be a' thing - very 


unlikely, next*to' impoſſibility, yer a pitiful 
ſhifr being better than none* this comes in witli 
che reſt, and helps to rock the Soul -into'a ple## 
fing ſlumber ;* it feems rheir Brains are ſtrong 
enough to cohtriye, how to promote their own 
Fall; bur will not ſerve them” to; ponder,” how 
to keep themſelves from Ruin. 


Ong 


bu -. kyo# buds. fel Reed uf As rica tubs awnk a i. WG oe OG Ong * 


—_ 2 


of Conlideration; 173 
One would think they could not be worſe 
mad than they are already, and therefote they 
might venture upon a {crious Conſideration of 
their ways without-danger. Takea view of thy 
actions, Sinner | Go into Houſes where Mad-men 
are kept, and ſee whether thy deportmeat and 
ractice "be not as like theirs, as one thing can 
like. another : It's rhe CharaQter of Mad-men 

to chooſe means altogether unſurable to the end 
they deſign, if they offer to kindle a fire with Thi- 
ning Braſs, or atrempt to build a Houle wichour 
materials, or think that a Net willHecure then 
againſt the, bittereſt Froſt, or hope to be Maſters 
of a Trade without learning of ir, ortalk of be- 
ing acquainted with fuch a Language, when 
they have neither Books nor Men. to converſe 
withal ; we juſtly look upon them as diſtracted : 
And would not one think thou art beſides thy 
wits, that hears rhee hope for Heaven, without 
taking the way that leads to it? And ralk of be- 
ing ſaved, when thy aCtions {avour only ofpre- 
Fg for eternal miſery 2 To hope to be 
aved by following the Dictates of thy fleſh, is 
as wie an at, as to hope to be warm by fitting 
upon Ice, or by furrounding thy ſelf with Snow- 
Balls. Thou would(ſt take that Man ro be be- 
ides himſelf,; that ſhould chooſe ro'lie all Night 
in Mire and Dirt, when there isa convenient Bed 
provided for him ; or that ſhould prefer fleep- 
mg ot! a Dunghil, before repoſing himſelf upon 
a cleanly Couch. And doſt not rhou'att rhe 
fime madneſs, when thou preferreſt lying in' the 
: arms 
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arms of an Enemy, before reſting in the boſon 
of a gracious Redeemer 2 And hadfſt rather reſt 
in ſin, more odious and. loathlom to God than 
any Dunghil, than delight thy ſelf in him,whoſe 
ſcrvice is perfect freedom. 

Can there be greater madneſs, than to prefer 
Stone before Bread, and a Serpent before a Fiſh 3 
And is not thy diſtraction. as great, to eſteem a 
ſinful pleaſure more, than the fayour of God} 
And {et bythe droſs and--dung of this World 
more than the, excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt 2 No Man commends Midas for his 
Wiſdom, when he deſired, That all things he 
touched might turn into Gold, for hereby his 
very Victuals ſuffered 'Tranſ{mutation, and he 
was ſtary'd : And art not thou as fooliſh; when 
thou deſireſt. nothing . but. Worldly eaſe and 
pleaſures 2 when thole things thou dolt ſocar- 
neſtly wiſh for, will be thy_ undoing, and thoſe 
very delicates-thou longeſt for, will at. laſt fa- 
milh thy Soul for eyer 2 

Who takes not the Corinthians for diſtracted 
Men, when they abuſed. che . Ambaſſadors of a 
Powerful Republick, which could cruſh them 
into Ruin? and art not . thou as much betide 
thy ſelf, when thou doſt - vilifie and flight the 
Mcſlage of the King of Heaven, and not only 
ſ{topp'{t thine Ears againſt the ofters of Mercy,but 
putteſt Il-conſtructions on the Endeayours of 
God to convert thee, as if he intended to rob thee 
of thy Happincts, when nothing bur that Endea- 


your can procure it? . Is _ this thy Wildom, 
Lo 
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tonegleft the weightieſt Concerns, and ſpend 
chy/time in admiring Bubbles 2 Is this thy Wil- 
dom, with Rehoboam, to deſpile the Council of 
the Grave and Ancient, and follow the advice of 
youngMen ; to neglect what the Ancient of days 

roclaims in thine Ears, and to hearken what a 
s raſh Youths do ſuggeſt 2 ro flight what the 
moſt prudent Men allure-thee upon experience 
to. be {o,. and to tread. in thoſe paths which thy 
greateſt Enemies entice thee to walk in ? Is this 
thy Wiſdom to prefer 'a few Drops,before an im- 
menſe Ocean of Blefledneſs ; and Atom before an 
Infinite ; and. the {malleit Duſt upon the. Ballance 
before Mount: Zzon, which can never. be moyed #2 
| this: thy Wiſdom, to thruſt away. Salvation 
with both Arms, and. to oppole the Endeayors of 
thar God, that even compels thee to.come tothe 
Supper of the Lamb 2 Is this thy Wiſdom to lie 
in a Dungeon, when a Palace is prepar'd for thy 
Reception ? and to be enamour'd. with' Defors 
mity it {elf, when thou art courted by him, who' 
8 altogether Lovely ? Is this thy Wildom, to 
rely on; broken Reeds, rather than on the Rock 
of Ages 2 and to. truſt more to Caltles in the 
Air, than to him who is the Ancient of days, 
and hath promis'd neither to leave, nor to for- 
fake thoſe chat call upon him faithfully 2 

And when the Cale {tands'thus with thee, when 
thou art as mad as thou canſt well be, fure 
thou needeſt not be afraid; that Conſlideration' 
of thy ways will make thee ſo. Conſideration ? 
Why this would make thee ſober. TFhis would 
bring- thee' to' thy right Senles again. This 
Of 2 vw ould 
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would make thee live like a rational Man 
gain. This would reſtore thee to' thy Wits 
again. This would cure the Diſtempers of thy 
brain. This would be fo far from promoting, 
that it would chaſe away, all madneſs and difſtra- 
clion, This would clear thy Underſtanding, 
and reftifie thy Will and Aﬀections, and make 
all thy Faculties moye-more orderly. 
Conſideration would let- thee ſee, what mad- 
neſs it is to deſpiſe him, whom thou ſtand'{ moſt 
in need of; and to negle& that now, ' which, 
upon thy Death-Bed, thou wilt wiſh thou hadſ 
minded day and night. This would repreſent 
to thy Mind, what weakneſs of Judgment it 
is, to call thy ſelf happy, with Creſ#s, before thy 
end, and to flatter thy ſelf with Felicity before 
thou knoweſt,. whether the latter pare of thy 
Life will be agreeable to the former, or to the 
preſent, in affluence and proſperity. This would 
ſhew thee, whar a folly it is to ſlight the Four- 
tain of living Waters, and to hunt after brokes 
Cifterns which can hold no Water ; and' to eſteem 
a Wilderneſs, a Land of Deſarts, and of fits, 4 
Land of arought, and of the ſhadow of Death; 4 
Land which no Man paſſes through, and where nd 
Man dwells, infinitely more than 4 plentiful Coun- 
try, Jer. 2. 6. This would ſhew rhee, what a 
folly it is to- forfeit the Favour of him that 
mult be thy Judge- one day; and to make him 
thy Foe, without whoſe Mercy,thou- mult fall a 
Prey to Helliſh furies; to ſcorn that Proviſion 


now, the Crums whereof thou wilt be glad to 
gather 
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gather one day; and to mock his kindneſs now, 
when-.one day thou wouldft rejoyce at the leaft 
ſmile of his Countenance, if thou couldſt bur 
hayeit. This would ſhew thee,what a folly ir is 
to be raviſh'd more with a painted Coroner, 
than with the real Glories of a Kingdom ; and 
to rejoyce more in the preſent pomp and ado- 
ration of a Stage,than in thy right to the rever- 
fon ofa Crown; and whar diſtraction is it to 
think, that the grear God, who changes nor, 
will make thoſe Bleſſed, who renounce his Bliſs ; 
andquench Hell-fire for Men,becaule they are re- 
ſolved to run into it ; to make thoſe like unto 
te Angels of God, that will live like Beaſts 
here; and prefer thoſe to his Throne, that would 
not have him to Reign oyer them. This would 
ſhew thee, what a folly it is ro make merry at 
the brow of a Pit, and to fing care away, when 
thy Sins call for. Mourning and Lamentartion. 
Conſideration, Sinner, would let thee ſee, 
.That there is no Wiſdom like that Wiſdom, 
which makes Men wiſe unto Salvation; which 
makes them deliberately take God for their 
Guide and Portion, and ſearch into thoſe things 
which do moſt nearly concern them, which 
makes them attentive tro God's Providences, 
and conſiderate in examining the” Reaſons and 
End of his Love to Mankind, which makes 
them. chooſe the Good and refuſe the Evil, and 
teaches rhem how to prefer the ſuggeſtions of the 
Pirit, before thoſe of Fleih and B.ood, which 
teaches them to apply things to their own Souls, 
O 3 and 
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and to reduce general Precepts* to particular 
perſons, times, places, and to digeſt them into 
Spiritual profit, and emolument ; and that thoſe 
7/0 deny all ungodlintſs and worldly luſts, living 
fſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 
arc the only Men that are in their Wits and 
that the reſt who forget their calling, and walk 
not worthy of the vocation wherewith they are - cal 
/:d, do really unman themſelves, and live below 
their reaſon. This would let thee ſee, that thoſe 
who give all diligence to add to their faith virtue, 
and to wirtue, knowledge; and to knowleare , 
temperance; and to temperance, patience ; and to 
patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity : and 
are not barren nor unfruitful in the knowledee of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are the Men that choole 
the fitteſt means for the greateſt end ; and'that 
he that works to day in God's Vineyard, and 
{o numbers his days, that he may apply his 
heart unto wiſdom ; and lives like a perſon, 
that remembers he hath a Soul to be ſaved, 1s 
the Man, who governs his Afﬀairs with diſcrett- 
on, This would let thee fee, that Men do pre- 
tend to Learning in vain, while they are 1gn0- 
rant of Mortification of thcir Members, which 
are upon the Earth, and of Spiritual Lite, 
which is eyery Man's greateſt intereſt. That 
the Painter doth but draw the Picture of ys 
oWa Ruin, who 15 not wile for Erermty, or d>th 
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not repreſent to his mind the Images of that 
Glory, which ſhall cre long be revealed in holy 
Men, fo as to lead a life, which may be a prepa- 
rative for it; That the Diſputant is no better 
than a Heretick in Manners, who doth not rea- 
{on himſelf out of the ſnares of Sin, ana ſhews 
forth out of a good Converſation his works 
with Mcekneſs. That the Lozician, who re- 
ſolves all knotty Arguments, is but a Fool, 
while he knows not how ro keep himſelf 
from the Wiles of the Devil ; and that the 
Grammarian, Who reCtifies the errors of Speech, 
is but a Mad-man, while he takes no care to 
rectifie the Errors of his Life. That the Aſfrone- 
mer, Who tells the Stars, and calls them by 
their names, is vain in his imaginations, while 
he hath not his Converſation in Heaven. Thar 
the Metaphyſician, that ſpeculates things above 
Senſe and Nature, is but a very indiſcreet per- 
ſon, while he takes no heed to make God his 
higheſt comfort and delight. Thar all Opricks 
are nonſenſe, which do. not teach Men to be- 
hold the Mighty God that made them, and 
all Geometry but confuſion, which leaves Men 
ignorant of the height and depth of the love 
of God. 

Conſideration would diſcover to thee, 'thar 
God who is moſt wiſe, is moſt holy-too, and 
that in vain we imitate him in one Attribute, 
except we imitate him in another, and how ir- 
rational a thing Sin is, whar ſtrange unmanly 
actions it puts Men upon; ations which they 
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mult be. aſham'd of, if ever they. are ſaved ; 
and muſt renounce and deteſt, when they have 
done them, if ever they arrive to inward 

and ſatisfaction. This would {et before thee 
the Enge's, the Applauſe, the Honour God be- 
ſtows on thoſe, who are {o wile as to take their 
leave of Sin, before Sin leaves them, and exer- 
ciſe themſelves unto godlineſs, that they may 
attain unto Eternal Lite. 

But what will not prejudice do 2 It was that 
which made the Fews call Chriſt a Samaratine, 
2 Devil, a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publicans 
and Sinners. It was that, made them hale the 
Apoſtles to their Governors, and cry out, Away 
with them, it's not fit they ſhould live upon the 
earth, It was this made Ahab hate rhe upright 
Micaiah, 'and the Athenian condemn the juſt 
Ariſtid:s, though he had never ſeen him. It 
was this made the poor Man, who knew not 
what Fohn Hufſe's Dodtrine was, ſo buſie and 
induſtrious to carry Wood for his Funeral Pile, 
and as zealous to kindle it, inſomuch, that the 
Martyr could not but cry out ; O holy Sim- 
plicity ! Ir's this ſets Men againſt Conſiderati- 
on of their ways, and makes them give out, 
that ic will crack their Brains, and diſorder 
their Underſtandings. Indeed it will caule a 
tumult in the Soul, a conflict between the Spt- 
rit andthe Fleſh, between Chriſt and Belial, 
bur ſuch a ſtrife, as will end in a glorious calm. 
When Conſideration enters, madnels vanifnes, 
2S wild Beaſts do creep into their Dens at the 
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approach of Day-light. The World may make 
men go beſide themſelves, Conſideration redu- 
ces the whole Man to ſobriery. Conſideration 
indeed may put Men upon actions, which, in 
the World's apprehenſion, may be madneſs ; 
Thus it made St. Anthony part with all his fub- 
ſtance to the Poor, that he might have Trea- 
ſure in Heaven; and made others live upon 
Herbs, and Bread and Water only, that there- 
by they mighr ſubdue their Luſts the berrer ; 
but of this, none can judge ſo well, as he that 
is the Fountain of Wiſdom, even that God, 
who is Wiſdom ir ſelf; and if he ſet the mark 
of Wiſdom on them, the verdi& of the World 
is to be regarded no more, than the judgment 
a blind Man gives of Colours. I know, he that 
will deny himſelf in ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
trembles at a Sin, which others laugh at, and 
is afraid of offending God even in ſmaller mar- 
ters, and prays with all Prayer and Supplicati- 
on, watching thereunto with all preſeverance, 
paſſes for a Mad-man with Men, whoſe Con- 
Iciences are defiled ; but ſuch Mens Tongues 
are no flanders: And Conſideration would 
thew, that nothing is more agrecable to the 
rules of Wiſdom and Prudence, than to live 
in conformity to the Will and Pleaſure of him, 
who is the great Sovereign of the World, and 
hath given us Souls capable of being govern'd 
by Moral Laws and Precepts, -and is retoly'd to 
(courge him with Scorpions, that knows his 
Matters will, and doth it not; 
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It was Sin made the Prodigal diſtracted, ir 
was this pufted him up, and tempted him to 
ſay with Pharoah, Who is the Lord, that T fhould 
obey his voice? It was this made him ill-narurd, 
and turbulent, diſcompoſed his Underſtanding, 
and robb'd him of the Notions which Nature 
and good Education had planted in him ; and 
in this he diſcoyer'd his folly, that *he left his 
Father's Houſe, and travell'd into a far Coun- 
trey, as far from Heaven and Holineſs as he 
could, and there waſted his Subſtance with 
riotous living ; whence it came to pals, that a 
Famine ariſing in the Land, he would fain 
have fill'd his Belly with the Husks the Swine 
did eat, and no Man would youchſafe them to 
him, Conſideration brought him to himlelf, 
and to his happineſs again, and his ponder- 
ing, Zow many ſervants of my Father have bread 
enough, and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger ? 
I will ariſe, and go to my Father, and will ſay un- 
to him, Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
Son ; make me as one of thy hired ſervants. Luke 
I5. 17,18,19. This, I fay, brought his Realon 
into order again, and conſequently prepared 
for his quiet and happineſs. And indeed, the 
confeſſion of Men, who pur off the old, and put 
on the new Man, created after God in righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs, ſhews what we are 
to think of Conſideration. When they come 
in good carneſt to refle&t on their former vin- 
ful Life, they are ready tocall themſelves a om 
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fand Fools; and Beafts, and Sots, and wonder 
how it was poflible for them to live ſo long di- 
realy contrary to reaſon, and to all the prin- 
ciples of gratitude 'and humility. Conſider» 
tion ſets all to rights again, and they wonld 
not for any thing, but that they had rumina- 
ted on their Folly, and compared it with the 
Intereſt of their Souls, and the Will of God, in 
order to a juſt aggravation of their madnels ; 
for now they are ſenſible, that before they un- 
derſtood nothing to any purpoſe, and acted 
but like Changelings, contrary to all the di- 
Rates of 'the Law of Nature, and their own 
Conſciences. Thus Conſideration, as Ananias 
did to Saul, comes in, and immediately there 
fall from the finners Eyes, as it were ſcales, and he 
receives fight forthwith, and ariſes, and is ſtrength- 
ned, Acts 9.19. And Wiſdom enters into his 
Heart, ſuch Wiſdom as before he was a ſtranger 
to: The Merchandiſe of it is better than the Mey- 
chandiſe of fikver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold : ſhe is more precious than rubies, and all the 
things thou canſt d:fire are not to be compared un- 
to her. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon her, and happy is every one that retains her, 
Prov. 3. 14, 15, 16, I7. 

Conſideration cnlightens him, and makes him 
wiſer than Socrates, more learned than the Dr#- 
ids, more {agacious than the Brachman's, more 
quick than the Gy-noſophiſts, more apprehen- 
live than the Per/tap Magi; Epicurns, though 
calied the Sun of the World, Anaxazeras , 
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though ſtyled the Mind of Mankind, Arifo- 
tle, though Sirnamed, The Sea of Wiſdom, the 
Miracle of Learning, and the laſt attempt of 
Nature, yet are nothing compared with a Man 
whom Conſideration hath reduced to that wiſe 
dom which is from abeve, firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, eaſie to be entreated, without partiality, and 
without hypocrifie, full of good works. 


VIII. Impediment. 


VII. An opinion, that Converſion, or turning 
to God, as Divines do repreſent it, is not neceſſary 
to Salvation. We may charitably belieye, that 
moſt Men, who are averſe from Confideration, 
come to Sermons, and we may ſuppoſe, that as 
careleſs as they are in hearing the Word of the 
living God, ſometimes before they are aware, 
ſomething {ſtrikes their Hearts, and ſticks with 
them; which when they are any way ſober, 
or free from buſineſs, will goad and ſting them 
into Conſideration of rheir ways ; and not. fel- 
dom, with Aegrippa, they are almoſt perſuaded 
ro take their Sinful Lives into ſerious Conſiderar 
tion, and feel good purpoſes, and wiſhes, and 
intentions, and deſires in their Souls, ro ſet time 
apart for pondering how they may be conyer- 
ted, and dedicate themſelves ſincerely ro God's 
ſervice, in order to their cyerlaſting bliſs. But 
in ſuch caſes, cither the Devil, or their corrupt 
Jearts, are ready to whiſper in their Ears, that 
Converlion 1s nor {o opcrole, 10 A a 
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dreadful a thing, as is deſcribed in publick 
diſcourſes ; and that the Men that Preach, 
ſtretch it farther than needs; and conſequently 
Conſideration , how to get' into thar ftate, 
that's recommended to them, is altogether 
needleſs; for if that ſtrifneſs and cloſe walk- 
iig with God be not neceſſary, why ſhould 
any' Man break his Brains with Conſideration 
how to (attain to that humble, IS 
circumſpe&t Life, ' as is ſajd to be the eſſential 
ingredient' of Converſion. | 
I know not 'how Converſion can be made 
more neceſſary,” than Chriſt Harch made it. If 
daily ' Bread be neceſiary, if Mear and Drink 
be'neceſlary, if Raiment be neceflary, if Health 
and ftrength be neceſſary, then Converſion is 
neceffary, for it is the Bread which comes down 
from Heaven, it 1s the Meat and Drink of our 
Souls; This muſt keep them warm, and cover 
them, and ' make them healrhy, ' and ſtrong, 
and Vigorous. It's that, which Heaven is efi- 
tailed on, and without which, "Men (if they 
dare take the word of thar Jefus, (whom they 
do believe to be the Son of God, ) can look 
tor nothing elſe bur everlaſting deſtrution: Ex- 
cept ye be converted, and become as a little Chit 
aren, ye -ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, Mart. 18.3. are the expreſs words of him 
who- came from Heaven, to reveal his Father's 
will; Words, which ſhould ſtrike like Thun- 
der, pierce like Lightning, frighren like Ghoſts, 
and, like Charms, bind- the Soul ro her 5 00d: 
Lc 
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behaviour; Words, which do, not only impott 
the abſolute neceſlity, bur, repreſent the. nature 
and manner, of true Conyerlion. And . if the 
words added, . by . way . of Explication, . be 
throughly weighed, it will appear to any. ra 
tional . Man, .. that that, laborious Converſion, 
which the Miniſters of the Goſpel preſs and 
commend, is. no other, / but what: Chriſt: re- 
quires in order-;to Salvation ; for what cag be 
the meaning of this phraſe, becoming . as . little 
children, but that Men muſt | learn. to - be cþil- 
aren in malice, 1 Cor. 14.:20.,pull. down: their 
Paſſions, watch over their inordinate AteRions, 
overcome themſclyes, and harbour no grudge, 
no hatred, no .revengeful - thoughts, 11... their 
Hearts, againſt thoſe that haye offended them; 
and, like new born babes, defire. the fincere milk of 
the Word, that they may grow thereby, 1 Pet: 2.2. 
z.e. With all humility and alacrity,” ſubmit 
themſelves to be guided, and ruled, and-go- 
verned by. the Precepts, and Injunctions.of 
Chriſt, in rhe Goſpel, without: difputing- of 
contradicting his Commands, though, Jeyell'd 
againſt fleſh and blood, as, much. as, Children 
lcaye themſelves to the guidance and. direction 
of their Nurſes ; and haye neither ſtrength, nor 
will, nor malice, to oppoſe the Will or Order of 
thoſe that lead them : Not that Chriſt forbids 
examining. either the Divinity, or realonable- 
nels of his Dodtrines and injunctions : No, 
God is not afraid to have his Will try'd and ex- 
awiad by rigar reaſon; for as ir 1s'the __ * 
ie 
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che higheſt reaſon, ſo it muſt needs be moſt a- 
grecable to reaſon,it being impoſſible, that truth 
can be.inconſiſtent with truth; Go, lay together 
all che Principles, which that ſpark of Divinity, 
right reaſon, doth ſuggeſt. . Do not conſult the 
reaſon of ſenſual Men, who call Laughter Rea- 
ſon, and brutiſh Delights etfes of a, Human 
Underſtanding; ſo Devils may call the fire they 
roll in, the light of. God's Countenance - | But 
ſummon together all the principles, which the 
wiſeſt Men in all. Ages haye unanimouſly agreed 
on, and-let God's will be tryed by that touchitone, 
and it's glory will {oon appear ; its CharaQters, 
like the Stones of the High-Prielts Zphod, will 
litter and ſparkle to admiration : And there- 
by Chriſt doth fo little diſcourage Men from 
trying the Divinity of his. Sayings and Com- 
mands, by the rule of right Reaſon, thatin ſeves 
ral places he bids:.the Phariſees, and whoeyer 
were his Adverſaries, to judge impatrially | of 
the Arguments he, gave for the Divine, original 
of his Doctrine, And without _ all peradyen- 
re, this liberty every Man hath ro examine, 
and fatisfie himſelf, whether the InjunCtions . of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were things that dropt 
rom Heaven or.no. But then; where Men are 
convinc'd, or haye ſufficient reaſon to be con- 
vinc'd,. that theſe Precepts are . the peremptory 
will of God concerning their Salvation, (as'any 
perſon who is not a Changeling, or a mere Na- 
tural, may find upon due examination aad 1in- 
Qury, if he w;) chere God expects molt jult- 
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ly, that all pretehces, and excuſes, and carnal 
reaſonings, ſhould fall, and the Soul ſubmit 
readily to the yoke of Chriſt, and reſign its 
will to Chriſt's Will, (though'it cannor for the 
preſent comprehend the true reaſon of ſome 
Commands,) and ſuffer it {elf to be ated, and 
puided by theſe Laws, without contradiQon, 
or oppoſition, or tergiverlation, denying and re- 
nouncing every apprehenſion, ' or ſuggeſtion, 
thar would ſolicit or tempt it to ſtart afide 
from ſincere obedience, and all diſcourſes, that 
would daſh or impede its willingneſs and rea- 
dinefs to Embrace rhern. h {IS 
And indeed, this is all we mean by true Can- 
verſion, viz. cealing to obey the dictates of the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil, and endes: 
youring {crioufly to live up to the precepts ofthe 
Goſpel, without asking our Luſts, of vain De 
fires, whether they are willing to it or no; 
ſincere reſohution to get from under the yokeat 
Sin,” and to make the Lord Jeſus, who bought 
us with his own blood, our ſupreme Ruler and 
Governor. And ſince there can be no Goyern- 
ment without Laws, and we neyet heard of any 
other Laws, Chriſt gave, but what we have in 
the Goſpel, we cannot, and' dare not bur cot- 
clude, that to live up to theſe Laws of rhe 
Goſpel, is true Converſion. And therefore an 
uncoverted Sinner is called a Man without 
Law, not but that he hath a' Law in' his Mem- 
bers, warring continually againft the law of 
bis Mind, nor that he lives under nof law of 
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the:Civil Magiſtrate; he can live in no ſociety, 
uxihe muſt be ſubje to the Municipal Law of 
-the:Land; but ' becaule he doth. not'make rhe 
Lawof ClFiſt, the-rule of his Thoughts, and 
Words,'-and Actions;/which upon his Conyers 
ſion he: begins: to do; and becomes a Man. that 
lives by. cule, . and is: as cautious of doing any 
thing againſt that Law,though in fectet, and re- 
moved-from the ſight and preſence of Men, as if 
ew greaceſt and /graycſt Aſſembly did ſurround 


And-indeed, the: Primitive » Chriſtians took 
no-perſon'to be: converted, that-did not make 
theſe Laws the great Rule of his Life,and ſhew'd 
by: his: actions, . that _lie priz'd, :and- eſteem'd 
and. .valu'd theſe Laws,  above-all: the Orders; 
and Decrees, and Conſtitutions of = greateſt 
Monarchs. Not that chey diſobey'd the Laws 
of their Prince, where ' they claſhed not with 
any-Law; of ' God.; No, this: they ſcorned 
and» abhorred ; /:nay, - they: gloried in their 
ſubmiſſion to all the lawful commands of. their 
Superiouts; - but where:the Laws of their Prin« 
ces:interfered with any;:Law of: Chriſt, there 
they: ſhew'd,. by. their- chearful ſufferings, rhar: 
they-hadia -greater Maſter to ſerve,; and that 
there- was no greater. King, than Conſci- 
ence; | 

When we do. intreat and admoniſh Men to 
be conyerted, what do we do;/:but: perſuade 
them-to mortifie their- Members which are up» 
ewthe Earth, Fornication, ——— Inordi- 

nate 
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nate afteion, evil concupiſcence, and coverouſ. 
neſs, which is Idolatry; and to pur off anger, 
wrath, malice, blaſphemy, and filthy communice 
tion out of: their. Mouths; -and+to put on bowels 
of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs ot mind, meck- 
nels, long-ſuftering, ſo: as to forbear- one ano- 
ther, and forgive one. another. To ler- the 
word of Chriſt dwell in them richly, in all wik 
dom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
Pſalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs,fingin 

with Grace in their Hearts unto the Lord; a, 
whatever they do in word or deed, to do it all 
in the name of -our Lord'Jeſus Chriſt, ' giving 
thanks unto: God, and the: Father through him, 
To be poor1in {pirit, ro be meek, ro hunger:and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, ro puritic their hearts, 
to: follow | peace / with all Men as muchas in 
them lies. -'To 'be- patient/ under flanders, re: 
proaches, and: perſecutions. To live in a ſenle of 
future joys,'and of an everlaſting recompence. 
To avoid all-apparent occaſions of evil, even 
things that: are harmleſs in themſelves, if they 


provoke, or tempt to Sin. To avoid Swearing 


in their ordinary diſcourſes and communicati- 
ons ; to love their enemies, to do good to them 
that hate them, to pray for them which -'perle- 
cute them, and deſpitetully uſe them. To give 
Alms without any ſiniſter ends, to pray without 
affeRation of vain applauſe, or laying any' ſtrels 
upon the length of their prayers. To fait with» 
out oſtentation, * to lay up their Treaſure 1n 


Heaven , to truſt God's Providence 1 rheir 
reſpective 
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reſpective Callings and Conditions, to loye 
him better than the World, to uſe the World as 
if they us'd it not; not to grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby they ate ſealed unto 
the day of Redemption. Not to judge raſhly 
but to forſake' their greater Sins, before they 
find fault with the leſſer tranſgreſſions: of their 
Neighbours. Not to be cold and indifferent in 
matters of Piety ; not to. be  peeviſh, or 
froward, or impatient, to hearken to the, re» 
proofs and exhortations of fairhful Monitors z 
not to be pleaſed with their own praiſes, nor to 
comply with Sinful Men in their vicious inclina- 
| tions; not to liſten to the difares of fleſh 
and blood, tro the cenſures, ' backbitings, re- 
proaches, aſperſions, which profane Men' caſt 
upon the ways of Holineſs; to be bold as Li- 
ons, in maintaining the horiour of Religion, and 
in daring to be good in a ſinful Generati-, 
on. To walk in the ſtrait way, and take pains, 
for Heaven. To ayoid Hporin, and to ma-. 
nifeſt heir profeſſion by their Lives ; both ta 
hear, and to do what they. hear, and to bring 
torth fruits meet for Repentance; and to' ler 
their light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may 
ee their good Works, and glorifie. their Father 
which is in Heaven. To be faithful unto death, 
and to hold out to the end, and to ſuffer for 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus, if God think. fit. to 
call them to it ; and to conſider him that endu- 
red ſuch contradiftion of Sinners againſt him- 
kl, leſt they be weary and faint in their 
P 2 Minds. 
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Minds,to feed the Hungry, to cloath the Naked, 
atid vilit the. Sick, and to hope, 2nd to  beh ove, 
that they ſhall be rewarded at the Reſlurrehnt 
of che J uſt. 
that they would hearken to ; I Tell lJons,, Wl o 
would 'r fine. their Souls, claif e their Rea 
make'tt net fit for conyerſing_with oh th; hat 
dwelleth/ ih 'rhe Heayens. . 
Thefe.: are, the things, 'WE 'wouls d haye chem 
wy after, when we intreat them, 50 rurn, 0 
0: otiverted U:LO God; and. Whar are. 
ch Performances, {bur Duties epjoyn' d by gur *X 
tord ind” Maſter,” upon, p pain of. D; amnation ? 
hath proxeſted, that thole who willutly neg < 
rliefe Tays, 'and do. "nor. think rhemlelyes 
ged to obey . them, - when yet. the 
thetnſ&lves to. be "his Diſcip ſes, {lo fog P 
wofulexpericnce, what” it.is Nd, under i 
th='Son of God, 20; w-f9, t AWAY YO, 
thir ſpeaks froth Heay n., He F. cha ngcal 
refolyed, where Mo. make Ft f his 3 invige- 
cion. ard flight thele*reaſonable WV s of Salyg- 
tion, "and entertain his Melſlage wit þ Ph 
aid nccher' reperit, of. that "col :($22 nor telli- 
He their Repentance by Tears, an SofroW, and, 
frhation, , and Obedience for the furure, £9 


let” ther have that Eternal Valery, that- un- 
quenechable Fire,” whereby he thought | ro fright 


Thefs' are the vrear Leſſons,” We Al of Mg 


and wean chem" from their Luſts,” and to. drive. 


them into Paradile' and which FO lo. far from 
" terrifying 


Pe, cot 
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prone ro goodneſs, that we 
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rentifying of: them, that th&y*tun into_it,, moſt 
Ftedily, ſeem 'to invade thoſe , flames, aid to. 
be in love with endleſs agonies.  '; _ 
"And how let any Man in his. wits jadge, 
whether Copverlion in, that Senſe, we ſpeak of 
borh in publick' and private, be not 1ndiſpenſa- 
bly tieceſfary'? And "whether Conſideration 
how *ro be” converted, fall ; nor under, the 
ſame, neceſſity 2 Our Noo i are tot {© Yay, 
"may yield"to theſe* 
Laws, without examining and thinking what 
way we ought to take, to work our hearts into. 
iholy- willingneſs to ſubmit; for it's a ſwimming 
zpainit-the ſtream, climbing up a Hill, running 
counter” to* our inclinations ; and therefore the 
Soul had; need be ſealon'd with , Thoughts 
of the admirable contrivance, goodneſs, profit, 
benefit, and adyantages of rhele Laws, and of 
the love and compaſlion of God rhat ſhines in 
them; and "of 'the harmony, order, 'calmnels, 
peace, and ſatisfaftion, Obedience cauſes, before 
we can conform our Wills *to his' Will, who is, 
reloly'd, rhat Dogs and 'Swne ſhall not enter. 
into Heaven. © Indeed a "Man that will obey, 
and be ſaved, muſt be a thinking Man, his Mind 
muft ſer fail, and launch our itito rhe deep ; 
tetch *rhe ancient ZZ:rmits from Feypr, Saints . 
irom Peraſalem, Parthians and Medes, atid” Elae 
mites, and what Holy Men-lived "formerly in 
Fontus, *and* Aſia, P ryz14, and Pan hilia, and 
bring them into his own Cloſes {tt ine be co 
his Thoughts, bchold how they Kepeunider their ' 
EY EY ET! 1 
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bodies, and brought them in ſubjection, leſt 
they ſhould miſs of a recompence in the reſur- 
xeftion of the Juſ}. 

But. what ſhall we ſay > when Men are re- 
folv'd to live like Swine, and will. not believe, 
that God demands that Holineſs of them, the 
Scripture ſpeaks of; when they belieye God to 
be altogether ſuch an one, as they themlclves, a 
friend to Sin, and falſe in his threatnings; when 
they believe, that Diſcourſes of Divines about 
Converſton are no more bur talk, a caſt of their 
Office, and that themſelves give no credit to the 
things, they Preach to others ; when they be- 
lieve, that God denies them nothing, that 
their Nature prompts them to, and +is 
pleas'd with their Frolicks, and Divertiſements. 
When they believe, that the great end of their 
Creation 1s to get Money ; and that they have 
a Being given them in this World, to fill 
their Bellies with all the Dainrties, they can get ; 
when they do not heartily believe a judgment 
to come, and look upon the flames of Tophet 
bur as painted fire ; when they take worldly 
felicity for their Heaven, and wiſh there 
were no other Beatitude after this life, but Ma 
hbomet's Paradiſe. When they account that 
to be the beſt Calling, and Condition,and Place 
for them to hve in, where they have fulnels 
of Bread, and Money enough, and Inſtruments 
of caſe, as Coaches, and Chairs, and Horles, and 
Servants to attend them ; When they do {o, 
we had as good tempt them ro knock their 
heads againſt'a Wall, as perſuade them -- k 
LIP 4.ch 4 38 Neg op Pottee dann Go: © eriou 
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ſerious Conſideration of rheir ways Withour 
all pcradvyenrure, it's worth conſidering, thar 
God intends ſomething. by the "aforeſaid Pre- 
cept, and thar rhey are not deſign'd for Beaſts, 
and irrational Creatures ; that God doth nor 
think fo light of them 'as we do; and hath a 
ſenſe oft Honour, and will not let a wilful con- 
'rempt of rhings ſo Sacred, and ſo Venerable, go 
unpuniſh'd ; rhar Obedience makes 'Men like 
unto God, and cauſes them, in ſome mealure, to 
approach the Holineſs of his Nature; that thoſe 
certainly muſt be in a better condition, when 
they come to die, who follow theſe Rules, than 
the other, that know no Laws, but the dictates 
of their own licentiouſneſs; that theſe Laws 
enjoyn nothing, bur what agrees with, and 
promores,the proſperity of Mankind ; and that 
if we belicve God to be jealous of his Glory, to 
obey theſe Laws, muſt, in all probabiliry, be 
the moſt likely way to pleaſe him; that theſe 
Precepts do fignally advance the Dignity of 
Humane Nature, and cloſing with rhem, ſhews 
the generoſity and greatnels of Man's Soul, 
that he dares live above the common level of 
Mankind ; thar. ro become ſubject to rhele 
Laws, is the ſafeſt courſe, and a Man can loſe 
nothing conſiderable, by that ſubjeion, if 
there were no other World ; that all thoſe thar 
{ubmir to theſe Laws, cannot be Fools, and if 
the wiſeſt of Men cloſe with theſe InjunRions, 
it muſt, ro ſpeak moderately, be Very great 
imprudence to laugh art them. 

Bur where Converſion is thought a thing 
| P 4 _-} 
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ſuperfluous, no marvel, if Conſideration. be 
look'd upon as a task fit only for Men, who 
have nothing elſe to employ their time in; 
And yet in their Sz h concerns {uper- 
fluous things are moſt coveted, Rooms of State 
they ſeldom make uſe of, more proyiſton; than 
they can well ſpend, more furniture than they 
need, more. Garments than. they have, juſt oc- 
caſion for ; ſo that ſuperfluous things; are, not 
always caft aſide, and therefore. Conyerlio 

might, at leaſt, be as much minded, , as thol 
ſ{uperfluities of Vanity. But the. ſame, reaſbn 
that ſerves them in Temporal, doth not ſerve 
them in Spiritual things, and. they wall count 
that a good Argument in matters relating to 
their Bodies, which they will by no means ad- 
mit of in a point relating to their Souls, though 
the caſe and circumſtances be the ſame. And 
as itis with Men, that will not receive. a Pre- 
ſent ſent them from one, they ſcorn, they do not 
only refuſe the Gift, but will nor ſee the Mel 
ſenger that brings it: So here, Conſideration 
being the , Meſſenger that would preſent them 
with the yaſt Treaſure of Converſion, they do 
not only reject the Gift,but the Donour too. In- 
deed, 'where People deſpiſe the Houſe, they'll 
have no great value for the Porch ; and when 
the end ſeems needleſs, they'll not trouble 
themſelves much about ufing the means that 
lead to it. And ſuch perſons we muſt leave ro 
be convinced of the "neceſſity of Converſion, 
by their 'puniſhment. Since Reaſon | cannot 
perſuade them, Judgnient mult. take away we 

| abate tis ve 
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il from their Eyes. What Exhortation cang 
nor oft, Thunder muſt produce... What 
they will not believe, upon the, Word. of God, 
they maſt be forc'd to give. aſſent, to, by the 
flames, they , ſhall ere, long feel. the rage. a 
fury of ; and Gad,, who could not be Glorifiei 
in their. Converſion, muſt Glorife, himſelt.,wn 
their eyerlaſting Confuſion. | - 1, +, 46 


IX; [mpediment. 


IX, Miſftaking the Nature of Conſideration. 
As the way to Life is bur one, . {o the ways that 
lead to Deſtruction are infinite, and withour 
number. And ſuch root doth a Sinful Life, if 
not check'd betimes, take in Men, that if they 
can. but find the ſhadow of an excuſe, they 
will not fail to lay-hold of it, thar they may 
not part with what they love {o, dearly., It's 
from hence, rhar all their lictle atremprs to;per= 
form their Duties, paſs with them for the Du= 
ties themſelves ; as if lifting up, or moving a 
piece of Lead, were as much as carrying of ir 
from one place to another. They: would be 
angry with their Servants, if demanded, what 
work they have done, they ſhould reply, that 
they haye executed their Maſter's Commands, 
when they have only touch'd the Plow. with a 
linger, or play'd with it to divert them; and 
take 1t very ill of a Waterman, that ſhould: 
ask Money of them for carrying them to the 
Place, they intended for, if he {hould bur give. 
a 
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a ſtroke or two with his Oar, and fo pive over, 
and laugh at that perfon, that ſhould pretend 
he hath made them a fire, when he hath laid 
but two "or three ſticks rogether. The foll 
they find fault with in others, they prac 
themſelves; and while they atrempr to take 
the More out'of their Brother's Eye, they are 
inſenſible of the Beam, that is in their own; 
for thus, we find, they do proceed, when ex- 
horted ro a ſerious conſideration of their 
ways ; they take every {ad Thought of their 
Spiritual Concerns for Conſideration, and a 
rambling imagination of their danger, paſſes for 
contemplation of rheir Spiritual wretchednels. 

Becauſe now and then, when ſome loſs or 
afflition befalls them, a melancholy conceit 
ſteals into their minds ; and when they cannot 
have their Will, or are croſſed, and dilappoint- 
ed in their Worldly expectations, they begin 
co fret, and grow impatient, and in ? im- 
patience give a look to the Image of Jeſw, 
and his Diſciples, who endured prear atfliti- 
ons; becauſe when their Children have dealt 
unkindly by them, or poverty is like to come 
upon them, they vouchſafe to ler in a tranſient 
Contemplation of the World's Vanity ; and 
when ſome great Man hath caſt them off, or 
their Friends are diſpleas'd with rhem, they 
do ſlightly reflet on the never-fading compa: 
ſion of God, and caſt a careleſs look on their 
Sins, that may have deſerved rhe trouble they 
are under; they give out, they conſider the 
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things that belong unto their Peace ; and if 
choſe flaſhes do not produce theſe effects -in 
them the Holy Ghoſt expects, they are apt to 
charge a eration with inſufficiency! and 
cry out againſt it, as a means umproper to 

= "hat feriouſuck of life, which God r 2a 
of them, in order to everlaſting happineſs z as 
if, like Aqua fortis, it would take out the Ink 
which Sin and the Devil have caſt on .cheir 
Souls in a moment, and a: Rayen could: be 
changed - into a Swan, with an Almighry Fiat 
Let it be ſo, and it muſt be ſo ; wherein they 
appear to me like young and haſty Chymiſts, 
that are impatient, and will not let the Mens 
ſffruum ſtand long enough, but would have-the 
Experiment perte&t, betore the matrer be ripe 
for operation ; - and thus they come to; mif= 
carry. 

To think how Men play the fool with Religi- 
on, how aukwardly they go about it, and/how 
filly the Apologies are, they make for this neg- 
lect, cannot but make a ſober Man admire, how 
it's poſſible for chem ro ſink into ſuch funplici- 
ty, or fondneſs rather, to delude their own 
Souls. They know ir is not_ a ſtroke or two 
that will fell a Tree, nor knocking twice, or 
thrice, that will pull down a Houlc, nor blow- 
ing ſlightly, that will make green Wood burn; 
and yer that they ſhould be fo ſorriſh, fo im- 
pertinent, fo abominably careleſs in rhe 
eſt concern of their Lives; and Fancy, that.a few 


carclels Thoughts now and then will proces 
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that-reircumſpect 11 Life God?'commands” and 
urges; betrays {o->great' a-ſhallowneſs of Req 
{on;cand is 'aniact' fo; weak;' that” 'T' know not 
how to- give-it'a'name "diſparaging, and low 
enough. ©; e C1. 910:1326 2140. wh 

-Alas! . Conſideration, as: hath” been hinted 
befare, is a [frequent reiterated-lively repreſen 
tatibacof the danger of a/ſinful Life ; and, SIN-! 
NER, Didſt not-rhou go about! it like a Man' 
that: is in jeſt; thou wouldſt' ſee what! wor 
ders it doth cauſe. - Did{F thou '{er upon''this 
thoughtful rask in ſober ſadneſs ; and if the firſt," 
and ſecond, and third Conſideration, ' would" 
not weaken the Fortifications,” or ſtrong holds" 
of iniquity, aſſault them with freſh ſupplies'of 
Thoughts, and aggravate the Sins; thqu'would(t 
be rid of, and think how often : {lighted"con- 
victions border upon rhe Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and- moye God to {wear in his wrath, 
that ſuch Men ſhall never enter itito his Reſt, 
thou would(ſt not find thar-relkiſh in Sin, which 
now. thou doſt ; thou wouldſt find it hath-more 
of the Gall and Wormwood' in it; than'of'the: 
Honey. The ſenſual appetite would lbſe 'much 
of /its heat and fury, and rhy*ipaſſions would 
be: brought into a: cooler remper; Eliſha bids 
the .King - of.  /ſratl+ ſmite' upon the ground, and 
he». ſaeote thrice, and ſtayed ; ' And the ''Mun of 
God: was mroth "with him, "and ſaid, Tho 
(bouldſt heve ſmitten five or fix tumes , then 
hadſt thou ſmitten. Syria till. 'rhou h4dfts conſuncd 
them, '2, "Kings 13. 18, 19. * Amt emblem of 


what 
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what is to be; done in'the.caſe. before; usk.-.-Siw 
inay. be weakned þy; ſame:/{trokes 'of Confideras 
tion, bur, will n6;þe ; confumed - wichoue thoſe: 
ſrokes be often; tepeated.',» 2: xt L045 
1 One, greatertor Men -lie under, is this;)ithar' 
they con(ider the pleaſure, of, Sin, more than-the! 
benefits of a _ſeripus Religious:Life;: and: whiat-: 
eyer, bath maſt iof;, my. Confidetation, nuiſt:ge-: 
celſacily. prevail moſt; with me :;Lerbux whe: 
want,of God's loyeibe. more thought; dfsthani 
outward. poyetty,and, Gods Holineſs, andhared! 
of. Sin. dwell/og,,, your Uuderſtandings apaze,: 
than - che. diſpleaſure , and-/ contempt of «Men: 
Let but the Concerns.;of your , Souls: haye 
more of ,your,,Contemplatiogs than thei fa- 
tisfaction . of the, fleſh ;,'and;- you'll -ſegtorher 
etlects. zic nie 203 HF ; 2361 291 
Byt where Men; ſuffer | the- ſanſual- ſatisfati-: 
on, they have; cither fel; ori; heard: of: to' play 
upon: their fancy,.,and ro-{porngtlclf-with their 
imagination,  yghers! they, danMe-: che -fafticon- 
cit, and call;che-{miling;pltaſbre ro:mund:oft-- 
e.Hhan the,zeal and 1olidi pleaſures/of | Holi- 
nels,; there.;zhg fgrmer. cannoribut; gerithe der- 
tet, and play the. Sovereign and rule rhe iSoul, 
as, will, , appear (to mention” no. more} from 
theſe two inſtances: |. Such'a:Man is:zroubled 
with la{ciyious; Thoughts, and -luſtful Defires ; 
when the - ſipful,;Thoughe Jhogs ficlt adito- the 
Mind, if he, do,preſenuly: gall in-Conſiderations: 
ot. God's prohibition, and anger, and. of ever-/ 
lalling burnings, and ſer before his Eyes thefate 
| of 
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Of Sodom and Gomorra, the brevity, 'and trans 
firorineſs of thele fleſhly ſatisfaRions, rhe tears; 
the _ the grief'they muſt coſt him, if ever 
God ſhould accept of him ; the uncertainty'sf 
his life,” the hazard he runs of being cut off, 
before he may have a Heart to repent/; the 
mulrirude and variety of Sins, his Luſts will eqs 
gage him in; the Diſeaſes and Infirmities he 
may procure ; the unquietnels of Conſcience; 
he ſhall pull down upon himſelf, &c. and me 
ſolve to' enlarge upon theſe diſcouragements; 
and do it, as often as he finds his fleſh"grow 
unraly and troubleſom, he'll certainly "pe 

the 'victory, and captivate his Luſts' ro the 
obedience of | Chriſt- Jeſus. But 'when theſe 
Conſiderations are call'd in only for ' formal 
ties ſake; and the Sinner, to make God ſome 
recompence for the folly he delights in, and'to 
ſtop the mouth of the crying Child, his'Conlci- 
ence, not out of any love to the Duty, bur fore't 
and dragg'd, as Men go to the Gallows, is con- 
rent to think a little of his extravagance, and 
chat which gratifies his ſickly paſſions,is ſuffer'd 
to be the chief gueſt of his Underſtanding; 
when inſtead of Arguments againſt theſe Luſts, 
he lays. out for Topicks, and Conſiderations, 
which may diminiſh, and take off from the 
greatneſs of the Sin, as, that God' will not be 
angry for one Sin; and that ſure, God remem- 
bers how frail and weak his nature is, and that 
he doth not intend to allow himſelf long in it, 


and that he would fain avoid it, but canner ? 
and 
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and that the ſtrength: of his paſſion- will excuſe 


the heinouſneſs of his.crime,and thar moſt Men 


have had their frolicks in their younger da 
&c; "where he. ſuffers the circumſtances of his 
laſt Nights Revelling to roul in his Mind, how 
ſoft ſuch embraces were,” how: kind -the perſon. 
was, that lov'd -him;: how {ſweet her addreſſes 
were, how melting{ her. Smiles and Fayours,hoaw 
pleaſing whar ſhe 1aid and did, how-merry- the 
meeting -was, how eaſie he was under: thoſeſen- 
ſual raptures, how glad other perſons would-be 
tolhave fuch an:opportunity as he:had 3 how 
he was heighten'd}by ſuch.a Cup;-how elevated 
with that © curious »Drink, how: that Liquor, 
with the ſtrange name, diſpoſed him for the ca» 
reſles' of ſuch a Beauty, how fuch a one aps 
plauded him for his. Wit, how taking that Jeſt 
was, how delighted the company was:with his 
Raillery, &c. Where, I ſay, the Mind dwells 
upon {uch light and frothy Conceptions, -and 
whatever would daſh. chem, is only :thewn, as it 
were, to the mind, but; is not ſutfered-ro enter 
in to take poſſeſſion ;' beats only-againſt the 
fancy, is not permitted to mingle withrit, or if 
it enter, is quickly thruſt our again ; and if it be 
allow'd a {ear there, is: ſoon diſmiſs'd, and rurn'd 
away again ;. there certainly the Man muſt con- 
tinue a ſlave ro his-/corruptions and- paſſionate 
deſires, and the Conſiderations, which were to 
produce ſeriouſneſs and obedienee in him, - can- 
not bur be ineffectual; becauſe they: do not-lye 
on long enough ; : as. falted- Meat will-not - loſe 
much 
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much of its: falriſh taſte; if | bur: dipt 'in ' water] 
nor cloth imbibe a tin&ture, that is but-ſprink- 
led uporit.” 1100 * 31 998 
”'\| Another receives a ſignab injury, the affront 
he ſuffers/is great and notorious ; on: a ſuddeh 
his paſſions are up; His underſtanding” is fruit 
ful; ſuggeſts a thouſand methods to him, how 
he might right- himſelf.” The Devil ſecretly 
helps :roenilarge the heinouſneſs of :thei Fact, 
enriches rhe invention, makes it quick; a 
henſive,”/fills him with 'the unhappyImages of 

rayating 'circumſtances.,| repreſents -to'(his 
Mind the {weernels of revenge, the diſmal aſpeft 
of the indignity, the unſufferableneſs of 'thedib 
grace, the 'ways| and means how to compaly'his 
vindictive Soon; the. ſhame thar's thrown ups 
on' his Honour, the baſene(s of the injury,\the 
{ordidneſs of the aCtion;” the  ingratitude! that's 
thewn in it, the uncivility the offender hath 
diſcover'd, the verdicts of his:acquaintaince;1n 
caſe he doth not reward the offender/according 
to: his work, the blot that will be upon his F#- 
mily for ever,the various advantages he-former- 
ly had againſt the wrerch, which yethe ſcornid 
to take, > 41 And while his Mind- is filFdwith 
theſe imaginations, it's poſlible, refleions-0n 
the folly: of his anger, on the charity - he owes 
to all Mankind, the example of Chrilt, and. his 
Apoltles, - praying for their perſecutors, "the 
generoſity 'of pardoning;,an offence, and for- 
bearing of revenge, when at lies in our power 


to bz even with the offender ; ſuch Thoughts 
as 
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as theſe, I ſay, may ſtrike his Mind? but if he 
ſuffer the morives to revenge to lodge more 
quietly in his Mind, than the motives to pati- 
ence and forgiveneſs, it's ſoon gueſs'd which of 
theſe will be Conquerors. Let bur his Mind ru- 
minate and enlarge more upon the grear Du 
of forbearing Revenge,than upon the pleaſure of 
taking revenge ; Let him refolye to lay aſide 
the thoughts of the latter, and only take a 
view of the former, and when any motions to 
refle& on the injury, and to take ir ill, come in 
be peremptory, that he will think of nothin 
but the beauty of Megkneſs and Patience ; an 
the Thoughts which enflamed his Spirits, and 
made the Blood boil in his veins, will cool by 
degrees, and the motions of the fleſh will give 
ground to thoſe of the Spirit. 

The ſame may be 1aid of all other ſiris,which 
he that names the name Chriſt; is obliged to 
depart from ; he that would be rid of them ; 
mult not ler the tranſitory fatisfaftion, thoſe 
ſins afford, hover in his mind more, than the 
great worth of an immortal Soul ; where the 
latter is made the molt frequent objec of our 
Thoughts, Love to the other will dwindle away; 
and at laſt expire. For our love changes, and 
moves from one thing to another, as the charms 
of the new object are more frequently repre- 
lented to our Minds; and the attractives of the 
one, are more thought on, than the other. It 
is{o in the very ways of Sin. The Luſtful Sor 
leaves the Beauty he doted on juſt now, and 


is 
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is tranſported with: another. | Whar's the rea; 
ſon? The new Objed. rolls in his Mind and 
Fancy more-than the other, and conſequently, 
captivates his afteftions 'more'; ſo that were 
the lovelineſs, that is in Goodneſs, ſet before the 
eye of Reaſon, more than the gaudes of ſin, 
Goodneſs by the Grace of God would art laſt 
preponderate, and carry away the victory. 

To make this appear, we need no other proof 
but common experience; and though after a 
Man hath ruminated on the odiouſneſs of a dar- 
ling boſom fin, he may fall into ir again; yet 
the arguments which make againſt it ; and 
prompt him to part with it, being called in 
again andagain, and laid on afreſh; and as they 
wear out, or decay, renewed and ſtrengrhned 
with greater enforcives, it will be found, That 
he who ſinn'd with courage and confidence be- 
fore, begins now to ſin with trembling ,- and 
relutancy of Mind, and ar laſt is mov'd to bid 
an Eternal farewel to it. The frequent think- 
ing on theſe reaſons, the renewed and reitera- 
ted 'Contemplations of the horrid ingraritude 
againſt God, and of the ſhame and ſorrow the 
fin muſt end in , firſt weaken, and looſen the - 
poiſonous Plant, then bruiſe ir, and ar laſt do 
quite root it up, and deſtroy ir. Which 1s 
the reaſon why the Almighty calls ro Men, Eſa. 
46. 8. Remember this, and jhew your ſelves Men; 
bring it again to your mind, O ye tranſereſſors. To 
ſhew, that without often repeated Conliderati- 


on, they will continue ſerled upon their Ly 
all 
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ind that, without it, they at not like rational 
Men; bur like Children rarher, whoſe flight and 
thin .remerfibrances of their errors, make them 
fll into them again with the next opportu- 


nity. 


X. Impediment. 


X. Converſe with evil Comyany. There 18 not 
certainly a greater encouragement to real Ho- 
lineſs, than Religious Society, and good exam- 
ples. That Innocence, we ſee, makes deeper 
impreſſions on our hearts, than that we hear of, 
% our Eyes afford greater motives to imita- 
tion, than our Ears. A Religious friend charms 
me into that Piety, he embraces, and his kind- 
neſs inſtills his Devotion into my Soul. I am 
apt to imbibe his Principles of Virtue, with his 
kind expreſſions ; and frequent converſe makes 
his goodneſs as familiar to me, as his Perſon. The 
levereſt mortifications, if I ſee them perform'd 
by thoſe I love, loſe much of their rigor and 
diſmal aſpe&t, and become amiable ; and as un- 
pleaſing a thing, as Self-denial is, it looks more 
ealie and facile, when he, I am intimately ac- 
quainted withal, ſhews me, that'it is praQtica- 
ble. It doth not appear ſuch a formidable 
thing, as before it did. His attempts daſh 
the thoughts of impoſlibility, and when a 
thing comes once within the compaſs of poſli- 
bility, there is that natural, or acquired, gene- 
colity in ſome People, as to ſcorn to leaye that 
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undone, which other perſons dare to do ; and 
the reſult of ſeeing their endeavours, -is /com- 
monly this queſtion, If ſuch-a Man can do o, 
Why cannot I > 

There is no Senſe works upon the Aﬀetions 
like that of Sight, it makes the object live in 
the Underſtanding, and from thence the Will 
and Afﬀections are ſolicited into embraces of it, 
This was the reaſon why the Chriſtians of old, 
when they would in ſober ſadneſs apply theme 
{elves to a truly Chriſtian Life, retired-into De 
{arts, where ſome devout Hermits had their 
Cells, that by looking on their exemplary De- 
votion, they might be tempted into a chearful 
imitation of their Goodneſs. 

And as it is with Religious Society, it both 
makes the task of the greater and weightier 
matters of the Lawleſs difficult, and kindles de 
fires im our Breaſts, to follow {o excellent a 

attern ; ſo evil Company, on the other ſide, 
doth as much diſcourage Men from perform» 
ances, as are ſomewhat troubleſome to fleſh, and 
blood ; and hereof, Confideration of their 
ways is not the leaſt. This implies ſome {elf 
denial, and the found of the word imports 
making War with the ſoft and ſickly deſires of 
their fleſh ; and having wrought their- own 
Hearts into a deteſtation of this Duty ; they 
fright others from it , as from Meduſa's Head, 
which will certainly turn them into ſtones, or 
inſenſ{ible Creatures; they care not for {incere 


Devotion themſelyes, and would not wy 
others 
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others live ſtricter , and preciſer than rheif 
Neighbors ; For, to ſee others live better, 13 
to receive a check, and the goodnefs . of ſuch 
Perſons /1is a ſecret | reproot of _ their own 
careleſneſs. Converſe becomes uncafie , where, 
the other Party is Religious, and--nothing is ſo 
rt. a reſtraint upon their inclinations , as 
the akizarouſacls of .a companion. That 
ives a reprimant to their Humor, and, as mu- 
ard laid upon the Nurſes Nipples mars the 
Childs greedineſs after, her Milk, {o the modeſt 
and . ſerious behaviour - of thoſe, -they are to 
conyerſe with, embitters that Mirth, they would 
zladly take their fill of, and therefore as the 
have .a low eſteem- of the ways of God , Fl 
they would not have others prize them at a 
higher rate. They delight in ſenſual fatisfatti- 
ons, and look upon other Mens diſcourſes con- 
- cerning Spiritual Delight, as Nonſence. They 
are ayerle from ſubjecting themlelyes to the 
Will of God, and would have others as diſo- 
bedient, as themſelves. They think it was a 
far better World, when there was not ſo much 
Praying and Preaching as there is now, and 
would ' have others ſlight Chriſt's invitation 
to the Supper of the Lamb, aſmuch as chem-» 
ſelyes. 

He! that makes ſuch his familiars, and looks 
upon 'them as diſcreet and. rational Men, muſt 
neceſlarily continue a ſtranger to Conſidera- 
ton of. his Spiritual and everlaſting Concerns ; 
{or, as they arcnoaqmirers of Diſcourſes, which 
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may advance the welfare of a Soul, and' ſeldom 


take the name of God in their Mouths,except it 
be in their Oaths and Curſes;fo to be fure;theyl 
tell very diſmal and doleful Stories 'of Religion 
upon all occafions,and repreſent the ſeyerer per- 
formances of Piety, in ſuch an anrick drels, that 
he, who prizes their company, or acquaintanee, 
ſhall applaud their invention, admire them for 
their witty Conceits, and deſpiſe all \ſerious 
Thoughts concerning things of everlaſting con- 
ſequence. For the Humour is catching, and 
things ſet off with a jeſt, firſt rickle; and then 
make Proſelytes ; and he thar art firſt aſſiſted on- 
ly in the laughter, comes art laſt ro imitate, and 
he that bore a parr in the ſmile and applaule,is 
brought ſo far, as to tranſcribe the temperand 
inclination. | 
 TheAgpe we livein,hath taught the World to 
yend Profaneneſs, under the name of Wit,-and to 
contemn Religion, under the Mantle of Repar- 
tee, and quickneſs of Fancy ; and he that loves 
to be with theſe beaux Eſprits, will, in all proba: 
bility, learn to'be as careleſs, and as ſecure, 3 
they. Evilcompany, where a Man delights n 
it, will infe& him, do what he can ; if he have 
any good in him, they'll waſte and conſumet, 
if he be deſtitute of virtuous Principles, they'll 
keep out all Conſiderations, as ſhall either dil 
compoſe him in his Folly, or ſhed Reſolutions 
into his'Soul, 'to corne away, and ſeek a bette! 
Kingdom ;  inſomuch thar it may truly be (aid 
of ſuch a Man, as of him inthe Goſpel, _— 
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relled from Jeruſalem. to. Jerieo, That he is fallen 


among Robbers, who ſtrip him of all, and leave him 
miſerable, Luk. 10... 30., ./- 

Evil Companionsare the Devils Agents,whom 
he ſends abroad into; the World to debauch Vir- 
rue; and:to adyancehis Kingdom .; and by theſe 
Ambaſſadors, he efle&ts more than he could do, 
in his;own perſon... His own ſhape, and appear- 
ing, would fright rather than allure, and as well 
as Men like fin, . did | they {ce the Farher of it, 
they, would not be. very fond of being his Chil- 
dren. +. Bur aCting ,in the Children, of diſobedi- 
ence,which are of the ſame fleſh and blood with 
us, and; Creatures of the {ame ſhape, ' and from 
which. we have no averſion, but. rather ſome 
times a great aficction to, the baitis eafily ſwal- 
lowed :. Theſe are his. FaQtors, and, by theſe, he 
draws Men into Eternal darkneſs. .By.thele he 
pecks up all rhe good Seed that's ſownin us, and 
infules bad qualities into our better part, . Theſe 
laugh Men-1into deſtruction, and damn them in 
kindneſs... Theſe fawn Men. into Miſery ,:.and 
tickle them into an Eternity of Torments. Theſe 
turn Religion into. Jeſts, and make, the;Precepts 
of the Goſpel matter of Raillery..,, Theſe are 
true Deyils,that delight in the murrther of Souls, 
and ſinking into the bottomleſs pir, pull down 
their Adherents with them. 

And what likelyhood. is there,' that a Man 
ſhould conſider the intereſt of his Soul,;that con- 
ſorts with perſons, who do as much as lies in 
them, depreriate the value of it, and ſtrive tg 
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put all ſerious Contemplations out of his 

What probability, that a Man ſhould fit doyn, 
and ſet before him the terror of the Lord, and 
be transformed by the renewing of his Mind, 
who, when the Holy Ghoſt exhorts him to prove 
what is the holy, acceptable, and perfect Will of God, 
to be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord ; to rejoje 
in hope, to be patient 1n tribulation, to continue in 
fa in Prayer, to bleſs them which perſecnte him, 
Rom. 12. 2. IT. gets preſently after into com- 
pany, where all thoſe Leſſons are derided; where 
the contrary Vices are commended, where Con- 
fideration, how to be Maſter of theſe Graces, is 
exploded, as a thing only fit for Alms-men, and 
gry, man 3" where theſe {crious Exhortations 


are drown'd in laughter, and ſuch things ug-.. || 


geſted, as'render a Man wiſe only forthe World, 
and for the Fleſh, and make him ſagacious how 
to gratific his head-ſtrong paſſions, and inordi- 
nate afteQtions. 

He that conſiders his ways,and yet frequents 
ſuch ſociety, imitates a fooliſh Gardner that, 
after he hath ſown his ſeed, and ſees it come up, 
lets in Hogs todevour and tear it up, and, with 
Penelope, undoes that at night, which he hath 
woven in the day time ; or like ſome fooliſh 
Shepherd, having for ſome hours watched his | 
Sheep, leaves them at laſt expoſed to the fury 
of the Wolf, or ſome ſuch noxious Animal. 
Confideration ( as I ſhall prove in the ſequel) 
requires ſeparation ; and when God calls, Come 
out of Babylon, O my people ; it is not only =_ 
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they may not participate of their pgs, 
bur that they may not ſharein their fin, and con- 
ſequently, that they may be ar leaſure to conſt- 
der how to prevent, and avoid both. 

I do not deny, but Men may deal and traf- 
fick with Men of a looſe Converſation, and- not 
loſe their ſeriouſneſs, nor be diſcouraged from 
a Holy preparation for a better life'; So Sr. Paul 
may converſe with Nero, and S. Fohn with ZHde- 
rod, Daniel, with Nebuchadnezzar, and David 
with King Achiſh.- So the firſt Chriſtians had 
commerce with the worſt of Heathens, and he 
that lives in the World, or hath any conſiderable 
concerns in it, is forced to keep ſome correſpon- 
dence with Men of ill Principles, and worſe Pra- 


| \Rices. But there is a great difference between 


travelling through Ethiopia, and dwelling there ; 
the former may not change the complexion, bur 
the later will infallible do it £ wrote »nte you 
in an Epiſtle, not to company with Fornicators, 
yet not altogether with the © Fornicators of this 
world, or with the Covetows, or Extortioners, or 
with Idolaters ; for then you mnſt needs go out of 
the World : But now T have writtes to you, not" to 
keep company. If. any Man thit is call'd a Bro- 
ther, be a Fornicator, or Covetows, or an Iaolater, 
or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an' Extortioner , 
with ſuch an one, not to eat, faith the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 5,9,10,11. It's one thing toconverle with 
a Man,as with a Stranger ; another to converſe 
with him as a Brother; one thing to pay the'du- 
ty of Civility to him, another: to admit himvinto 

| o the 


214 Lhe -Gzeat Law 


the number of my:Friends; one thing to be.ng. 
ceſſirated to diſcourſe with him, another to. de. 
light ia it ; one thing to go,jinto ſuch company 
with cautiouſnels and. and cixcumſpeCtion, ang- 
ther to ruſh, into. it without fear or [wit ; thefor- 
mer doth, not import a.neceſſity of pollution, 
the-other makes/the' infection. inevitable. . 
Society in-Sin;-ſtrangely; .zakes oft fromthe 
hainouſneſs of it ; it makes the-Sin appear with 
a fainter . red ;. it \doth not look fo. dreadful, 
when Men have companions .in'their offences; 
they; think there is ſome comfort in haying allo» 
ciates in milexy, and dare, to/ fin more treely, 
when they are not alone in their - tranſgreliion. 
They are afraid. their ſingle valour will -never 
be able. to-due] God's wrath, and indignation, 
but. having others.joyn'd with them, they., may 
make a ſhift to. weather-.out; the, Tempeſt of, his 
anger. They, hope God-will: not damn,a mul- 
titude of. poor, Creatures together, and fancy. the 
great. number. of ſinners may fright, or moyethe 
Almighty into compaſſion; if. they ſuffer, they 
think they ſhall-not- fare worle than their.neigh- 
bours ; and if they {mart or their. Rebellion, 
they. ſhall be able to, bear..it;\as well..as their 
Confederates in.the- iniquity... With ſuch airy 
notions Men. feed themſelves, and though thele 
are.yery dangerous Pillows,whereon Mea ſleep- 
ing, catch their Death, yer becauſe rhey areloft, 
and-promile preſent. Reſt, they are made ule of, 
and. whatever is {aid to-rhe. contrary, is lookt 


upon as the Phariſces Boullters, fill'd with Nails 
"Le ly with. and 
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and Straw, and ſuch harder materials unfir for 
repoſe,” and inept for cordial embraces. 
- fl Example ' draws out the inwardico 
on into ation,and the inbred evil concupilcence, 
may'be, would lie quiet, or dye,if ſuch Patterns 
did not put it into fermentatian. + Many Chil 
dren would be modeſt, did not their Parents'be+» 
haviour ſeduce them into love of their Vices, 
Some Servants have ingenuity inthem,andqurſt 
not venture ſo far into Sin'as 'they do, didinor 
their Maſters example encourage them. Adam 
ſms for'companies take,and it's like: Would have 
continued ſtedfait in his innocence; if he had 
nor {cen the Woman-ear of the forbidden: Tree, 
and been ſolicited to imitate! her defperatezen- 
terprize. The 7ſaclites being» mingied/ among 
the Heathen, learn their works; and having-con- 
yers'd long with the /Zgyptians; wha were great 
Worſhipers'of Oxen, erect a Calfin the Witder- 
nels of Sina : Growing intimate with the Mi- 
dianites, they imitate their Whordoms, and pol- 
lute themſelves with ſtrange fleſh; go to che Sa- 
crifices of their gods, and cat of them, andbow 
down 'to their Deities. Foſeph "comes to be 
familiarly acquainted with Pharaoh's 'Courti- 
ers, and an Oath, By the life” of Pharaoh, (goes 
down' without bogling , or relutancy. Zotthad 
lived among Men, who made © nothing of the 
vileſt uncleanneſſes imaginable, and ſoon-after 
conſents to inceſtuous Copulation. Solomon;by 
his intimacy with his Concubines, learns/ro-wor- | 
ſhip Devils; and his Son Rehotoam, by making 
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the young Gallants at Courth s Familiars,prows 
raſh, even to .his own deſtruction, Had not 
Peter gone into the High Pricſts Hall, It's like 
he would neyer have been perſwaded into Cur- 
{ings and Imprecations, Converſe with Drunk- 
ards, by degrces, cauſes approbation of the fin, 
and at laſt delightin it. And thus it muſt needs 
be in the caſe before us. Inconſiderate Men make 
others as ſupine and negligent as themſelyes ; 
and he that lets his acquaintance with: them 
grow into familiarity, will be apt to think,that 
ſure he may negle&t Conſideration of his ways, as 
well as they ; if they venture, why may not he? 
And if they think not the omiſſion prejudicial 
to their Spiritual Intereſt, why ſhould he terrific 
himſelf with counterfeit Thunder 2 If they 
hope to do well after all this, why may not he? 
And if they fear no revenging Arm, why ſhould 
he make his Life miſerable, by thinking of py- 
niſhment 2 

Imprudent Men indeed | you may have ſeen 
others hang, or drown,or burn themſelyes; bur 
1s this a temptation to you: to, follow them ? 
You may have {cen a paſſionate Fool throw him- 
ſelf down from a Precipice, becauſe he could not 
enjoy the reciprocal atſeQion of the Party - he 
doated on, bur doth any of you think this di- 
ſtracion merits imitation? Becauſe ſuch-a Man 
ruins himſelf and his Family, have you a'mind 
'to:do {o too? - Becauſe ſuch an one doth. nat 
mind his Trade, bur lies in Ale-houſes, and Ta- 
verns, muſt yau necelfarily make him yaur par 
[crn ? 
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tern? becauſe ſuch a Mandiſ-regards the fayour 
of his Friends, that are both able and willin 
to aſſiſt him, is that an argument, that you mu 
needs learn his ways? becauſe ſuch an one lets 
his Garden run to Weeds, muſt you therefore 
fill yours with Bryars and Thorns > Becauſe 
ſuch-an one imbezles his Eſtate,muſt you there- 
fore ſpend yours in riotous living > And will 
you Gow the Gates of Hell, becauſe others are 
lo deſperate as to dorit2 Will you howl with 
Devils, becauſe others delight in that Muſick 2 
Will you ſcorn the offers of Salyation, becauſe 
others will not be drawn by cords of Love 2 
Will you run the hazard of loſing the light of 
God's countenance for eyer, becauſe others know 
not how to prize it? 

O my Sonl, be not thou tempted by theſe 
weak Arguments, follow not a multitude to do 
evil. Let not the way that leads todeſtruction 
invite thee, becauſe many there be that find ir, 
Company, whatever refreſhment it_may be in 
Chains or Priſon here, can afford bur little con- 
ſolation in Eternal Flames. Company there will 
bur increaſe Mens Sorrows,and Society heighten 
their Woes and Torments ; in that Tophet one 
will not be able to help the other , and the 
ſhreeks of him that was ſeduced into ſin, will 
but aggravate the groans, and anguiſh of the Se- 
ducer, when he muit remember, chart he was that 
Devil that dragg'd the other into endleſs tor- 
tures. In outward Calamitics, tuch as Poverty, 
Exile, Banithment, Dilgrace, Contempt, Perle- 
cution, 
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cution, Society may give ſome eale, and qualific 
the injury, but in anguiſh of Mind, in Tortures 
of Conſcience, Company rather inrages than al- 


lays,irritates rather than compoles,the grief and 


ſadneſs, and ſuch dolours reign in Hell. - Strive 
Strive, O my Soul, to walk in the ſtrait way, 
Let not the ſmall number of Travellers fright 
thee ; it's the likelier way tro Heaven, becauſe 
the great, the mighty,the wiſe Men of this world, 
will not ſtoop to this narrow Gate; for God's 
Ways are not as our ways,nor are his Thoughts 
as our Thoughts;whar the world admires, he des 
ſpiſes ; and what ſenſual Men make light of, he 
Crowns with Glory and Splendor, and Immor- 
tality : So thou canſt but be ſaved, no matter 
how ſmall the number is of thoſe that arrive 
to Happineſs. As ſmall as it is, to thele belongs 
the promiſe, Fear not, thow little Flock, for it 
z your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kings 
dom of Heaven, Luke 13. 32+ 


XI. Impediment. 


XI. Neelett of conſulting with the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel about this neceſſary work, It was God's 
Command of old, 7he Prieſts lips ſhould keep knows 
ledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law at his mouth, 
for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 
2. 7. How mean oever the Age we live inthinks 
of this Funtion of Men, as if they were necd- 
leſs Members of a Common-wealth, yet there 


was never any Nation ſo barbarous, but after 
they 
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they were civiliz'd into Socicties' and Goyern- 
ment, judged rheſs Men moſt uſeful, and moſt 
neceſſary be the preſervation of their Common- 
wealth or Kingdom. - Nature hath taught all 
Mankind to believe a Deity, ſomthing which 
they look upon, to be above all-created Beings, 
and from whoſe Sovereign Command, and Will, 
either their Bleſſings, or Misfortunes flow. This 
Supreme Being they have ever thought them- 
ſkelyes obliged ro worſhip, not only in private, 
but in publick too ; and, thar the publick Ado- 
ration might ſtrike greater reverence , and be 
performed with greater Solemnity,to depute and 
order certain perſons, a peculiar fort of Men, 
to manage thoſe Sacred Rires and Ceremonies. 
And indeed, the Great Eternal God, ever ſince 
he hath vouchſafed to plant a Church in the 
World, hath been pleaſed to make ir one great 
Character,and Mark,ofhis Favourand Bounty to 
Her, to give Her Teachers, and Prophets, and 
Evangeliſts. And the Commiſſion he hath grant- 
ed theſe Men, the Titles, and the Honours he hath 
conferred on them, and the Love and Reverence 
he hath commanded all Men tv expreſs towards 
them, the promiſe he hath made rhem, to be 
with them unto the end of the World, the threat- 
nings he hath pronounced againſt thoſe that ſhall 
diſparage their Office, and undervyalue their 
union and the Doctrine, Precepts, Rules, he 
hath left them to proclaim in the ears of an un- 
believing World, evidently declare, That they 
we Ambaſſadors of the great King of Heaven, 
which, 
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whieh, in Chriſt's ſtead, befeech Men to be re 


conciled unto God ; and that he that receives 
the Word , they deliver from the Mouth of 
God, receives him that ſent them. p 

In theſe Goſpel-days, 'tis true, there is ſhedgs 
broad a larger meaſure of God's Spirit,than wag 
formerly known under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, 
and Men under the new Coyenant are promiſed 
to be taught of the Lord. They ſhall not teach 
every man his Neighbor, and _ man his Bros 
ther, ſaying, know the Lord ; for all ſhall know me, 
from the leaſt to the greateſt, Heb. 8. 11. yet that 
doth not make this FunCtion of Men needleſs, but 
enforces rather the abſolute, and indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of their Office and Authority. For be- 
ſides, that this promiſe doth eminently relate to 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who were made par- 
takers of the miraculous effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and had their Knowledge and Learning 
from above, thereby to fir them the berter for 
the Propagation of a new Religion ; if we lups 
poſe, that the Prophefie muſt extend to all 
that profels themſelves Chriſtians, the meaning 
of it can be no more but this, that God will ule 
a more gentle way, in conyerting Men under the 
Goſpel, and in that converſion, or inclining their 
hearts to his Commands, give ſuch lively repre- 
ſentations of the reaſonableneſs of rhem, and to 
convincethem of their agreeableneſs to rhe Law 
of Nature, or the Law written in their Heatts 
| that they ſhall not need to be pur in mind by 
- their Neighbours, of their Juſtice and Equity, 

an 
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and ſpirituality. ' They. that haye thought thaf 
this promiſe reſpes, the hfe ro come, have cer- 
tainly. been. regardleſs of the Apoſtles dritr and 
purpoſe, - who intends, t9 declare what people 
under / the Goſpel-dilpenſartion may, expect from 
God and, his ſpeaking tous in thele laſt days by 
his Son ?.and-what method God means to uſe in 
couyerting Sinners. from their eyil ways: Sin 
ſhall. be-.made fo odious,. ſo loathlom to rheir 
Souls; that they ſhall abhor ic as. much. as they | 
loved.it before, and. the” ways of God ſhall be., 
repreſented. chem by. the Holy Ghoſt, working 
on their hearts, in tuch lively colours, that they 
will geed. no, Monitor to embrace them. ——_ 
Bur.then this gracious promiſe. doth not ex- 
elude, bur pretuppoles ſtill rhe means of Convers-. . 
ſion, of which the Miniſtry, of the Word 4s not... 
the lealt ;..and if the Miaittry of the Word be - 
intended, as; a ſtanding. Ordinance, in; order to. 
thoſe ; kindly, operations. of God's Spirit, ini the. - 
hearts, of,,thole thar.. ſhall be converted ; and. ,, 
God be.,peremprorily, ;relolved by the Preachs ..; 
ing. of the, Word, ro work on the Souls of Men - 
tone . hach: realon . to find fault with the contri- 
vance, of the Almighty, but rather admire his 
Wiſdom and Goodnels, thar ſhines chrough this 
diſpenſation ; not ro mention, that as God vn- 
der the Golpel obliges Men to greater knowledg 
than; formeriy; fo it's fit | there ſhould be Ment 
eminent for. Knowledg, and  Piery to inftruct 
others,.j4nd who, like Candles {et on Candles 
ſticks; may lighc che reſt, and by the Urim and 
R Thin 
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Thummim of their Dofrine and Purity, lead 
them, and encourage them to prepare for Hea- 
ven, And if, notwithſtanding the prodigi- 
ous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt poured out in the 
Primitive times, upon all fleſh, God 'thought it 
neceſſary to give Apoſtles, and Teachers, and 
Paſtors, when the illapſes of the Spirit* could 


teach Men, what their Paſtors were to teach © 
them ; how much more neceſſary, may we 


think, muſt the miniſtry be now, when thoſe 
extraordinary gifts haye ceas'd, and the gene- 


tality of 'Men are ſunk into monſtrous igno- 


rance, inconſiderateneſs, and ſtupidity? 

Indeed theſe are the Men, whom God hath 
plac'd in the Church, to dire others in the 
way to ſalvation ; with whom the Tgnorant are 
to conſult, what they muſt do ro be happy 
for ever : Such perſons are therefore called 
Stars, and Lights, which may influence "the 
Minds and lives of the Tgnorant, warm them 


with their Zeal, Conduct” them by” their” 


brightneſs, lead them by their ſhine, and 


ſhew them' the Rocks, and Shelves, they are” 


to avoid. And as upon a wrong information 


given by the Teacher, God is refolv'd'to require; 


the ſeduced parties blood at his hand ; fo no 
Man, that hach a Tongue in his head to 1n- 
quire, can, , with any hultice, excuſe ' himſelf 
from inquiring of theſe Men, what it 18, that 
the Lord his' God | requires of him. ' And 


were this. method follow'd in the caſe before 


us, and did Men ſerionsfty demand'ot _—_ 
which 
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which way to compi(3 an. effeual:Conſidera- 
tion of their  Soul-coricerns : Here they might 
be-inform'd/zand inſtructed, and undeceived ir 
the errors of their ways: | 
The [Fturh is, ſome ate {© civil as-to {end for 
us, when: rhe. breath is. going out of their Bo- 
dy, and-give/ us:leave to: come and -teachthem, 
what-they :muſt.do t6; be/fav'd, when the Phi- 
ſician . gives:rhem :oyer,: and rhey ready to be 
ſummonid ro-appear before the great Tribu- 
nal; - they [are contented + we ſhould give them 
an Epirome :of their Duties; when, they are paſt 
working-iitt- God's Vineyard ; and furniſh their 
Minds: with thoughrs of Heaven and Etertity; 
when their: Underltandings' are as. weak:as their 
Bodies, and their inward Man as Janguid and 
feeble-as their outward.;;: But there; needs no 
great- ſtore: of. Arguments to convince any ra- 
tional: Man;:thar this 4Smere mocking of God 
and his Meſfengers : It's:a fign-Religion: is muclt 
like Plufickto them, ; which they doa:nor make 
ule-of 'but: in. caſes of neceſſity, and;when no- 
thing elſe will-do them good. - it's a ſign rhey 
have a:pitiful low eſteem -of another World; 
'Who : think: Heaven worth no more then a fee-- 
ble thought, 'when they. can ſerve the Devil 
and ſin/no-. longer: Its-a ſign they look upont 
krernal glory, as ſome: poor beggetly happi- 
nzis, who cannot vouchtatf: it a; {erigous look 
till cheir | eycs grow dim, and the Sun, and the 
Moon, and ' th: Light, ana th: Stars are dark 
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Would 'they but ſend'for us, or come to iis; 
While marrow 1s in their Bones, and their Blood: 
brisk and lively in their. veins, 'thieir"reaſon 
ſtrong, and their Underſtanding in irsfull»vigor 
and glory, and adviſe with us abour thele-ever- 
laſting things; we would then tell them, what 
Ecernal Life means, ' and how no'Man:can be a 
Man, or be ſaid to a&t with common prudence, 
that doth nor with all diligence make- his Cal 
ling and Election ſure; we would then ler 
them fee, howmany thoulands- periſh'{or want 
cf thinking of Eternity. We would:let:them 
{ec how miſerable thoſe Men's condition muſk 
needs be, who have their-portion? in''rhis life, 
who atter-this/life muſt look for nothing elſe but 
everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs;' we would 
repretent ro them, that their long life here 6n 
Earth. except it be adorned with goodnels, is/but 
a long preparation for-a longer mifery ;| and 
that hc that dies full of good Works, though at 
thirty years.of age, hath. lived much longer, 
than he thar harh lived an hundred; and been a 
ſervant of Sin: and fenfual Delights ;. for he 
only lives thar lives :ro- God, rhe relit are dead 
while they live, and rather take up room, than 
live. We could prove. to them that' rhele are 
not things ro be laught at, bur delerve their 
moſt ferwvus contemplations, and that the 1a- 
ving of a Soul is not 1{o 1ghr a thing as they may 
1m4zine..” We would let them lee, that: the pious 
Kings, and Princes, and Philoſophers, Confel- 
{ocs, and Saints and Martyrs of oid, whole Mes 
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moties we' adore, were no Fools, when the 
kept under their Bodies, and brought them in» 
to ſubjection, leſt rhey. thould become caſta- 
ways ;* when they look'd upon all the loſles, 
and "troubles, and miferies that - could befal 
them for righreouſnels” fake, as things not wore 
thy tobe compared with the glory which erc 
long ſhould be revealed in them; when they 
did not count their own lives dear for the Got- 
ple ' of Chriſt; -and were ready to paſs through 
the moſt daring flames, to Heaven. -We would 
ler them ſee. that thoſe Men had brains, and 
were Men of Wiſdom and Dilcretion as well as 
they, 'and living fo near the time of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, could not potiibly be ignorant of 
what was' to be done 1n order to everlaſting 
happinels; and if they had not been very con- 
fident of the truth of Chrilt's Promiſes, and 
known for- certain, that withuur ſtrictneſs, and 
contempt of the World, and watching againſt 
Temprarions, there was no entering into their 
Maſter's joy, they would never have ftriven fo 
much ro enter into the ſtraight gate as they did. 
We would ler them fee, that they did rightly 
apprehend the deſign of Chriftianity, which 
was, to 1n:ake Men out of love with ſfublunary 
Objects, and to mind nothing ſo much as the 
things of the Spirit; that it was not force, 
bur their choice, that made them ſwim againſt 
the Current of their fleſhly Inclinations, and 
that what they did, was: to inſtruſt us, how 
we arg to inherit the Promiles, 
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We would let them ſee, how different [Meng 
Thoughts are, when they come to die, from 
what they have while they <njoy ſtrength, 
and health; and liberty ; and that a. melan- 
cholly Thought now and then concerning their 
{inful Life, 1s not Repentance; nor leaving ſuch 
{1ns, which would blemith their Credit and Re 
puration in the World, doing whatlaever Chrilt 
commands them; nor talkmg now- and. then'of 
the vanity: of the World, forgetring what is be- 
hind them, or crucifying the World-unto them- 
{elves. We would let chem {ce. what the Scri- 
pture ngcans, by working out their ſalvation with 
fear and with tremling ; and how dreadful that 
layings is, If the righteous be ſcarcely ſaved, Where 
will the wicked and finner appear 2 We would let 
them ſee, that rhe Exprettions the Holy.Ghoſt 
uſes concerning our travelling to the. Land of 
Promiſe, imply very great- care, and indullry, 
and do: plainly intimate, that God- will- not 
part with his Heaven /to Men, that ;do not 
think it worth ſceking,” or. being at any trou- 
ble about it. - We 'would-ler rhem-ſee, that if 
any thing in the World deſerves their pains 
and care, Heaven deſerves ir infinitely- more, 
as it is of infinitly greater conſequence, than 
the moſt .boundlefs Empires or Principalities. 
We would -let them ce. that God. is no te- 
ſpecter 'of perſons ; and without Holinels, 
Hogabalus is regarded no'more than; Coarw ; 
and Prolomy, no. more than Paiſon ; Gyges, 00 
more than Azlaws;'and that; as! hehad: firred 
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Religion for all Mens capacities, inſomuch thar 
chough all canner be wiſe, orlearned, or great, 
or rich, yet all may obey him, and: keep rhem- 
ſelves -un{potted from the World, fo he will 
one day ſummon every Man to give an ac- 
count of his Stewardſhip, and. bring every 
work into Judgment, with every ſecrer thing, 
whether ir be good or evil We would let 
them ſee, that what ſatisfies Men now, will 
not give them any great content or ſatisfaction 
thenz and though now, ſome {prinklings of 
Piety may lull them into good | conceits of 
themſelves, and of their worth, yer thele like, 
blow-balls, will then be all, upon rhe leait 
couch, ſhatter'd into Atoms. 

By tuch diſcourſes as theſe, we might by de- 
grees engage them into a ſcrious Conlideration 
of their {piritual - Concerns, and warm them 
into reſolutions, -to lay by, for ſome time, the 
thoughts of their Basket and of their (fore, of 
their 4arys and of their fields, and ruminate 
on things which carry ſo much Terror and 
Majeſty with them. And indeed, fuch things, 
were they heard without prejudice, they would 
in ſome meaſure confound and ſtartle Men in 
their courles; and, if they are not given/over 
to 2 hard heart, or to a reprobate mind, rouze 
their ſpirits into nobler thoughts and contem- 
plations, they would diſcover to. them, that the 
love they bear to. the World defiles their Souls, 
vitiates their Charity, hurts their Neighbours, 
wrongs the Almighty, captivates their Minds, 
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and will moſt certainly deceive them in the 
end ; and that therefore'they had betrer change 
the object - of their atteftions, and place them 
there where permanent fatisfattions -are;” where 
our exp:tations can never be dilappionted, our 
deiircs' never frultrated; 'and our hopes never 
battled, bur our Enjoyments will be perpetual, 
our Fruition everia\ting, aud our Habitation 
eternal in the Heavens. 

_ Bur alas! they thun our company, except it 
be to talk of Worldly atlairs, or to ask us about 
ſome nice points of Divinity, and are aſhamed 
to make their condition known, and to own 
themfeives 1gnorant of the path, that lcads to 
glory. They either excuſe rhemſelves with 
this, that their Neighbours and rheir Friends 
will laugh art them, for making Miniſters -rheir 
Oracles; cr plead, that-rhey know as'much, 
as the Man: of God can teach them : "Would 
God they did! and that all the Lord's People 
were Prophets! Bur if rhey did, Ts there-not 
ſome diticrence between knowing tliele Sacred 
Truths,” ind having them fer home upon'the 
Conſcience ? Thar thalt Rick in a familiar dil- 
courſe, which in reading we take no notice of; 
and a word in private 'conference ”'may drop 
from a Holy Man, and'may be {poke with that 
zeal and'honeſty; as ſhall ſtrike rhe' Saul into'2 
change or renovation of Mind, whit perhaps 
many: years ſtudy, or a large ſtock of know- 
ledg* would not have effected : So that if the 
queltion 'be askK'd # there po balm itt oy 
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þs there no Phyſician there » Why then is not the 
health of the daughter of my _ recovered ? 
We may truly ſay, We would have healed F- 
racl, but they would not be healed, | 


XII. Impearment, 


XII. Deludine themſelves with the notion -of 
Chaiſt's dying for the jins of the World, © Why 
ſhould they conſider how to be rid of fin, and 
lay the pleaſures of piety before their eyes? 
Why ſhould they torment themfelves with 
thinking, how God's favour © may be «pur» 
chas'd, and involve themſelves in-anxiery and 
trouble about their tranfgreſſions, when Chriſt 
hath done all that is to be done,, a peas'd his 
Farhers Wrath agaiaſt the lapled robe of 
Adam, and purchas'd rhem a glorious Free- 
dom from the flavery of a mercile(s Law 2-If 
he hath ſatisfied God for the Injuries he rex 
ceived by their fins;' why ſhould they make a 
a new atisfacton by holinel(s of their lives 2 Ts 
not rhat it, which a!ll' Pulpits ring of, That rhe 
Eternal died, that we might.nor die eternally”; 
and "that God would utter, that we might el- 
cape Torments for ever ? Thar the Innocenc 
was puniſhed for the Nocent, the Judge for the 
Malefactor, the Maiter for the Servants, theJuft 
for the. Unjuit, the Good for the Bad; that'we 
ſinned, and he was aflifted 3 we” commited 
the crime, and he was condemned ; 'we trel- 
paſled; and he was tortured ; we 'exalted our- 
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. ſelves, and:. he-was humbled ; we were diſobe- 
. dient, and he {marted under.the reward of dil. 
obedience; we.'did cat of the Forbidden. Tree, 
and he endured, hunger for it; and we taſted 
of the App c, ana he of the Gail and Vinegar 
to expiate all 2. Is it not this that all Proteſtant 
Churches reach 2 That Chriſt would he 
Crown'd . with Thorns . that we might haye an 
incorruptible Crown of Glory hereafter; and 
that. he endured reproach, and calumnies, and 
contradictions of Sinners againſt himſelf, that 
we, might _ inherit everlaſting honour 2., And 
why ſhould. they diſparage Chriſt's ſufferings 
{o. much, as to hope to gain Heaven/by mortits- 
cation of their Luſts, and poring upon their fin 
and miſery 2. This would be to fall back/into 
Popery, and to enſlave our ſelves again/into 
Superitition. This would be to make us lub- 
ject once more. to the law of Works,:and to 
Marry us to the Husband , from which wewete 
Divorc'd by Chrilt's giving up che Gholl, even 
ro the Law, which neither We, nor our Fore- 
farhers were very able to bear. This would be 
ro undervalue ſo great a Bleſſing, and to tellthe 
World, that Chriſt's purchale of Eternal Glory 
for us was imperfect ; and withour there be an 
addition of: our own works and merit, that Re- 
demption ſignifies little, and hath nor ſtrengrh 
enough to compaſs what was deſign'd by it2../ 

Thus, Men prevent Conſideration of their 
ſpiritual concerns, and daſh the checks and mor 
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call rheir ways to remembranee. . They exa- 
mine not the end. of Chriſt's death, nor their 
own obligations. They run away\with the no- 
tion,. thar Chriſt died for them, | and are not ar 
all - careful ro. know, what his. death: ſignifies ; 
much like heedleſs Servants, who, before they 
have half their ecrand, run; away, and when 
they-,are come to, the place, they are ſent to, 
know-not what Meſlage to deliver. The Do- 
drine is - pleaſing to their fleſh, and that they 
may not: loſe their pleaſure, rhey'il be ſure not 
to enquire, what.the true meaning of it's. 
Would they bur caſt their eyes upon thar 
Bible, which they believe contains the Oracles 
of Heaven, they , would find, that the [great 
reaſon why Chriſt gave himlelf for us, was, to 
_ Wedeemn 465 from. all iniquity, and to purifie unto him 
ſelf a peculiar. people, zealous of good works, Titus 
2. 14+ They would find S. Paul was of another 
mind,” when he. wrote to the Romans, 7 that 
Chriſt died, he died unto fin once ; but in. that he 
lives, he lives unto God :, Likewile, reckon ye alſo* 
your +; ſelves . to be dead unto fin; but alive . unto 
God: through Feſus Chriſt ow Lord, Lt not fin 
therefore reign 1n_ your mortal body, that ye ſhould 
obey" it | in the. luſts thereof ; nither yield ye your 
members _ 4s far uct of unrighteousneſs unto 
fin, but yield your , ſelves wnto God, as thoſe that 
are jalive from the dzad, and your members as in- 
ſeruments of righteouſneſs unto God, Rom, 6 19, 
IT, I2, 13. And that the Apoſtle is conſtantto 
| huſclf, appcars from ,2 Cor, 5. 15. Chriſt dicd 
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for all, that thry which Ihvs,” ſhould not hencefoph, 
live unto themſ-lyzs, but ants him whith' diet "for 
ther, and roſe again. mh. 
And indeed, this is no more but common! 

rirude; fo great a mercy challenges no lefs rhan 
Reformation and Obedience: ''* For leſſer fr 
yours Men rcquirc far greater things; for ti 
lieving a poor Wretch, we expect continial 
attendance; and for giving 'fuch a Mana 
Hundred pounds, in his neceſlity, we canhort 
imagine, that he will ever be falſe ro us: For 
Twelve Pence a day, a General expects the 
Souldier that fights under him, ſhould be true to 
him; and the Day-Labourer ts chid 'if bam 
hired to go into the Vineyard he doth not.pe- 
form the work he 15 {cr about, with all faithful 
neſs, Doth the Husbandman, that ſows'good 
Seed in his field, look for Tares 2 Or he that 
plants a Fig-tree, expect frujt contrary'to tlic 
Nature of the Trec? He that redeems anothier 
from Barbarian ſlavery, doth it ſo much as enter 
into his thoughts, thar the Wretch can everbe 
ſo inhuman, as todifpile, and ſcorn, 'and'vilifie 
ſo great a Benefator 2 That God' could haye 
given Man acceſs to his favour and reconcilia> 
tion ſome mecaner way, than through rhe Crols 
and death of Chriſt, is very probable; For, 
What may not infinite Goodneſs do * What 
may not, the Fountain of Mercy do 2' What 
'may not he do, whoſe bowels of Compallion 
ſurpaſs the underſtandings of Men and-Angels? 


bur it ſeems he' would not. This ——" 
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his choice, he would pitch upoh this ftupendi- 
ous! way, to: 'amaze and. attonuh' Men cinro- 
holinefsand ſcriousnels. He though Mencoutd- 
nor} poſſibly avoid being Converts, and heavens: 
ly-minded whea'they ſhould fee the-Son of God. 
wadeing through: bleod / and death;;7 ro: reicue! 
them , Hell.:;| God look'd upon'the mercy 
to./be-{o: dreadful; .and' the kindneſs robe {o'full” 
of Majeſty and/icompaſlion-xogerher, that he: 
thought the incon rhenſblons of the favour 
would.-carry' tertor. with. it, and. .fright Malt 
—_ ntance and-contritiony>2t © 

thought,' Men would. hos > ninch-Gnſts 
T wear inrchem;' as not to ruſh throught” 
agonies, and torments,:and-::groans' and fobs;: 
and ſighs and tears, and wounds and $2 
the i:Sow 'of God wito cternal-deſtruction;--: 
thought,:thoſe Thorns and Nails: that- ren 
ded: char.Sacred; Head, would fcrateh and-fling: 
theny into awe and reverence. of j0:great a love;; 
as they.r were! roling .into.;cterrial thames. He! 
thoughr,: rhey /-mult 'divelt' themſelyes of all 
humanity and ſclf-love; if 'undex:rhe; Croſs of 
Chriſt i-rhey could ,perſue ;their /own, damnati»: 
on;-and make the -ftreams of ahat Blood a Ri= 
rertoccarry them into eternal darkneſs, 

Bur thou haſt;ſeen, O God, , and-beholdeſt; 
and:-canſt not bur. behold ic with ſorrow and 
Indignation, how | theſe Men. thar pretend to 
be+ Chriſtians, live the reverſe of thy deligns:! 
How they improve the Crols, of Chtitk, into af 
tronts of thy power and: glory>): How under 
EAT 
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thar Tree of Life; they work out their ow 
death ; and how that precious Blood doth bur 
encourage them- to bid defiance to Heaven 
and the Swear and: the Toil of the Son-of Gad,; 
under the | burthen of their Sins, makes them 
{ſweat and toil, -to fall a'prey' to; the mercilels/ 
clutches of the Devil | If T had not come, (aigh; 
Chriſt, they had had no ſin,'s. 4.'their ſin wohld: 
not have been ſo-great as now-it is, Foh. 151/226 
So'it 'is, if the. 'Son of: God had: nor ſpilthis' 
Blood,and had Men diſobeyedgheir Diſobedience: 
would have receiv'd an: ordinary: recompence. 
of 'reward; bur, :trampling'od/the Blood of the 
Son of | God, thar's a thing; which mulſt-needs 
make God's' Indjgnation - inexpreſlible, ,and' a 
{toniſhing. +» <'-: 21411 has 
- God indeed'-reconcil'd the World -untohim- 
ſelf; and Chriſt, by his Death, purchas'd:that 
reconcilation, - and eternal life ; but there: is4- 
great difierence berwcen the purchaſe of thels: 
bleflings, and the application- of  rthem:;// bes 
tween the poſlibiliry of ' poſſeſſing andthe! 
actual enjoymenr-of them. - . A Man ma . 
an 'Eſtate,:and intend ir-for/'rlie uſe of ſuch 
and ſuch perſons; bur when-he hath bought- 
it for them, 'may lawfully tie them up ro-cer- 
rain. conditions, upon whicl:rhey ſhall exyoy 
the” Eſtate; or in caſethcy neglect theſe'conds 
rions go without it. A King thar's juſtly often 
ded with his SubjeQs, and, for their notorious 
Rebellion, hath defign'd chem all for ruin and 
d<tiruction, upon ſome noble attempr, and ge 
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netous 'enter priſe” of | his' only Song the: Prince,” 
maybe -mov'd, or 'brought to a-willingnels ro" 
pals by'their crimes/; bur when-the King's goods 
will is obtain'd; the prince-may:; juſtly appoint” 
ſome' condition 7 upon”! which'-'the.»condemned 
Wrerches ſhall- receive their'-great Matters Fa-'t 
vout:] *And'as upon the King's good'inclinatioty*: 
to be friends with his"'SubjeQts; 'it doth noxfol-*' 
lo that he is aQtually reconcit'd. ro/every one, 
there: being ſome '-condirions® required, upon-- 
which'''the Pardon ſhall be'figned and ſealed tos 
every” one of them. in! particular; foneither do; 
all Men effeftually\ſhare'in rhat'reconciliation- 
to 'God- through Jeſus - Chriſt butt thoſe that*: 
turn'ro'God with all their hearts;,'and' with all: 
their -ſouls, and "are weary of Sinj'and heavy” / 
laden with the ſenſe of it, and; in ſober ſadneſs; 
reſolved to ſubmit 'to Chriſt's yokeand govern--! 
ment z 'and accordingly ſuch argealled; as are * 
reſolyed' ro walk-in the light;'evenzas God isin' ! 
the” light,” and' ro be like Chriſt Feſws, and to'ex- -/ 
preſs (the power of 'Chriſtianiry 1 their lives, - - 
and®'to atcain t6 ſuch Chriſtianqualifications 
as are required inthe Goſpel, bythe uſe of ex- 
tefhal "means, and-internal "aids; for though 
all'mankind ſhare in che poſſibility"of enjoying 
this reconciliation; and the Pardon 'may 
ily {aid ro be- purchas'd for them, and for 
their uſe, - yer all are nor made partakers of the 
actual poſkeffion of it, becauſe all Men will nor 
cohiſenit” 'to fulfil rhe conditions upon which 
that 'reconciliation--is offered / them, wiz. un- 
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fejzgned repentance, and ' fincere obedience fot. 


the time to come;: That irs. ofter'd on theſe com 


ditions, ;the: Whole: Goſpel witneſſes ; /and'he.. 
betrays his ignorance that makes advantage of. 
this - Dodatrine,-4nd. leſſens; his , care; diligence, 
and "zeal, ii working out; his; Salvation; in! 
governing his-ſpirit-and appetite, and in pers, 


tefting Holineſs in the fear of God, _- 114} 7 
Shimei was-a Man condemn'd to death; x flings 


2.; 36. it's like ſome Courtiers of Solowbn gar. 
him his Pardon; -the King: grants it, butre-. 


quires. this one thing of him, that - he, | 
build him a | houſe in Fer»ſalem, aid, dwell 


there,. and  go/ not forth thence.any whithet,, 


and . fulfiling this; condition, | without all perads 


venture: he might have liv'd happy and {afe as. 


the beſt of his Neighbours ; hur when he muſt 
needs, be running after his ſervants, and preſet 
a (mall advantage before perpetual ſafety; he 
juitly ſuffers the - puniſhment the King appoins 
ted ior hita. The Son of God; by the. bloog'of: 
his Croſs, hath in- truth gotren all Chriſtians: 


their pardon, but is refolv'd none ſhall injoy;; 


ic,. but thoſe that will forſake; their fans, and 
relipn themlelyes to his guidance and directs 
ors - A realonable demand, a condition {o quis 
able, {o, juſt, ſo eaſie, that-no-Man in his wits 
but;mulſt {ay, as Shimei unto Solomon, The Jaying 
is good, as my Lord the King hath faia, fo will 
thy ſervant ds; * But then; 16 the Fardon, the 
St. 0t - God hath; obrain'd- for chem, appear lo 
11contiderable. a; thing in their CyCs, —- 
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do.oot think icwertb.enjoyinge; (and cerrain- 
ly. they, 90.not;. thank it. v arch FPJQ41ng, TNac 
will nor agree. 49, Jo xcalorable. 4 condition,) 
no;maryel,,if they; fall, a, prey”.to that wrarh, 
from, which rhe Son, of God js ready, to deliyer 
them, :and:) af their blood be; upon. their heads, 
chat- do - deſpight) guts, the Spirit of, Orace,., and 
cap the Haed of 2he Cov-nant,, wherenith thzy 
were to be ſanitifierd, an unholy, thing. An;At- 
fonci ſo; gxcat, '.that.. no ,;orcinary .yetigeance 
can,expiare it :,, And, ſhould 2k as. them, as 
the\Propher . Nathan: did. David, what puniſh- 
ment, they, chemſelves thought fit. for ſuch . of 
fenders,(provided. they did oor: know, that they 
were, rhe; petlons concerned, ) they would; .no 
doubt;; doom - chemlclves to - as. great, if nor 
greater, 'Plagues, than Gvd intends ro inflict 

upon.them.. dns 
When Amurath, Emperor of the, Turks, chal 
notice given him,, That, a Dogfor of  Law' had 
cheared a poor Pilgrim, that was gone to. Meg- 
ts,.and, at the Mans return would not. teſtore 
to him-rche Jewels he had entruſted with him; 
but reſolute: y denied, rhar he had received any 
luch rhings from him ;; The Emperor, . one day; 
1n 2. third. perlon, Asked, the. Do&For, What, he 
thought'a Man, chat had. norotiouſly betrayed 
lus Truſt, might juſtly delerve 2 He Anfwe- 
red, It was fit that fo nototious a villath ſhould 
be: pounded alive in. a Mortar, He had np 
loner faid the, word, but the, Emperor gave 
dtder;..'Fhar to it ſhould be done to him; yho 
$ tt 
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had fo nototiouſly couzen'd the poor Pilerin 
So here, as hath as ſuch Men b couiek 
their Sins, may think it, to'be doom'd' to etet- 
nal vengeance," were themſelves, in the © Third 
Perſon, Ask'd; What was fit to be done 
ſuch ungratcful Monſters 2 Themſelves would 
give the ſame Sentence againſt rhemſclves; for 
putting ſo notorious an affront upon fo afts- 
niſhing a Mercy. | 
' So that, although a true Believer, anda fin- 
cere Penitent, may boldly ſay wirh the Apoſtle, 
That Chrift hath redeemed him from tht. curſe” of 
the Law, being made a curſe for him, Gal.'y."1;, 
And, that Chriſt hath waſhed him from bs 
with his wn Hood, Rev.1: 5.” And that he hath 
an Advocate- with - the "Father, Feſus Chriſt the 
righteous, who is the propitiation for his fins, tob. 
2.1. And, that Chriſt hath made his peace wilh 
God, Col. 1. 20. Yer Men; that are ſtrangers 
tothe ſanCtitying work of God's Spirit, cannot 
be ſaid ro have ar preſent, ' during their unre- 
generare eltare, any other benefir by the death 
and paſſion of ' Chriſt, but a poſſibility” of al 
thoſe great and glorious adyantages, ' and it 
poſſible for them ro be freed from rhe curſe df 
the Law, to be admirred into the autnber of 
thoſe, rhat thall' be faved ; to enjoy che xemil 
fion of Sins, to efcape rhe Wrath to come,” al 
to ſee God face ro face in Heaven, and allthis 
by virtue of Chriſt's death; if they . will but 
ſhake” hands with their darhng vices, and & 


gree ro a practical love of their MEE 
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Redeemer, and Sanctificr. To think that uncon- 
verted Sinners do actually enjoy theſe benefits, 
is. to contradict Scripture, and to give the Apo- 
{tles of our Lord che Lic, who unanzmouſly tell 
us, That rhete Mercics are not effetually apply'd 
to the, Soul, till rhe Soul, by ſincere repen- 
rance, jand reformation of Life, applies her ſelf 
to Chriſt F:(ws. 

And indeed, this is the prodigious mercy of 
the ſecond Covenant, thar God, for Chrift's ſake, 
will accept of ſincere repentance, inſtead. of per- 
fe obedicnce, (which was the great condition 
of rhe firlt ,agreement berween God and Man,) 
and looking. npon the precious blood of his Son, 
will paſs, by whatever Men have done :before, 
if they will, be in love with $3n and Deſtrudti- 
on no longer, and ſincerely endeavour to pleaſe 
him in thoſe Commands, which deſign nothing 
bur our intereſt and happineſs. 

Theſe/rhings are not yery hard to. be under- 
ſtood, bur the generaliry of Chriſtians ſeem re- 
loly'd. not to. underſtand them, that, chey may 
not. bs, oblig'd.ro rake, their ways, into tcrious 
Conſideration. At this rate they cam ſerve rwo 
Maſters, and reconcile light with darkneſs, God 
and Bclial, . the Temple of God and. Idols, Froſt 
and Heat, Snow and Fire; pleaſe God and pleaſe 
the World; gratific their Luſts, and ſecure Hea- 
Yen; build Tabcrnacles here, and ſecure Man- 
lions hercafter ; keep in with God and Man, 
and, like the Samaritans, 2 Reg. 17.41. fear 
the Lord, and f{crve Graven Images. This Do- 

S 2 Ctrine, 


240 FDEhe G:eat Law 
Etrine, that Chriſt hath freed them from- the 
wrath of Cod, in their fenſe, makes Religion fit 
{oft and eaſte upon them, and doth not diſturb 
them in their {enſual enjoyments. It's' "come 
fortable DoCtrine ro fleſh 'and' blood' ; never 
could any thing haye been invented” more #! 
grceable to rheir Luſts ;' and if God had ſtadied 
to do them a kindneſs, he could nor have" done 
them a greater, than to' let his Son fſutfer/all, 
that is to be ſuffered by them ; and fo after 
their delights and ſinful 1atisfaQtions here, cons 
duct them-into a far more glorious Paradile,” If 
it be {o, truly Conſideration is Vanity, andthe 
Preachers are Fools and Mad-men' to prels-it 
upon their Anditors : Spiritual Men* are dt 
{tracted, and fitter for Bedlam than rite Pulpit: 
Their Religion is nothing bur a Trick, and 
they keep a great ſtir to no purpole ;*cry aloud, 
bur edifie nor ; and lift up their voices, merely 
to trifle away time, and confirm-the Houle of 
Jacob 111 their Sins. Bur, who lees nor-thatthis 
1s an invention of the Devil, fir{t to'darken che 
Sinners underſtanding,” and when the Candle- 1 
our, to rob him of his everlaſting Happints! 

And, *Sirs, will you. be robb'd thus quietly of 
your Bliſs and Glory ?' Will you utter” your 
ielycs ro be ftript of all you have, ' without the 
{caſt oppoſition? Is tit potlible for you-ro bes 
/ieve, thar the Son 'of God came down from 
Heaven to encourage you in offending God; 
and made -himſcif of 'no reputation for © you, 
that you might-render your felres contemptib'e 
oe 
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in the fight of the Almighty; and died for you, 
ro give hfeto your {11s and follies? How ablurd, 
how impertinent, how contradictory is this be- 
lief? How | God, and encourage Sinz Holineſs 
it ſelf, and find out a way. to promote iniquity ? 
Can there, be any thing 1n Nature more lilly or 
ridiculous: This is abuſing the Croats of Chriſt, 
not truſting 'to. it ; and you that make it an 
occaſion.ot Sin, take heed, it do not prove a 
ftumbling-block unto you,. and in ſtead of cru- 
cifying Hin in you, . do not harden you in it. It 
is.a thing not unuſual with God, to puniſh Sin 
with Sin ;1 and; if Men: will be filthy, in delpire 
of all endeavours to purifie them from their fil- 
thineſles,. ro doom them to continue filthy (till, 
and to make that their judgment, which at firſt 
was..only. their. tranſgreſlion ; Bzcauſe there 15 
no Truth,,., nor - Mercy, nor Knowl:age of God. in 
the Land ;,; tut Stealing, and committing Adultery, 
therefore . your Danghters ſhall commit Wheredim, 
and your, Spouſes ſhall commit Adultery, ſaith God, 
Hoſ.4.-,1, 2, ,13. 7.6; 1 will utrerly withdraw 
my Grace, - and. my Holy Spirit from you, 
whence, , it. muſt neceſlarily come. to. pals, that 
you' will ſink deeper and deeper. in your Sins, 
till you. fink, into the nethermoſt., Hell; and 
that which, was your delight ſhall” prove 
your burthen, and your joy ſhall be . your 


plague ;z.. and . when afterwards you ſhall ſee, 


what. you- have brought your ſelves to, . and 
would fain ftep back, you {hall not be able, 
but dic in,your Sins. , A Judgment enough. ro 

| IJ make 
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make a Man's hair ſtand'on cnd;,and yetitibit 
rcaſonable, eſpecially in this point, 6f making 
light of tbe death of Chriſt Feſws; To preat'a 
love, and written in ſuch legible Charadters 
roo, lighted and abuſed, and made help ts 
Sin, ,improved into licentiouſnels, may juſtly 
be ſuppoſed to draw down that Judgiient, we 
read of, 7ſa.6.9, 1. Go and tell this people, Heir 
Je indeed, but undrſland nt ; and (:e 9: indeed. 
Eat perceive not. Make the heavt of #his"peple 
fat, and make their ears bravy, and ſhut theit 
eyes ; . left they [:4” nith"thiir eyes, and; hear mith 
th:ir ears, 'and inarſtand with their” heart, © and 
convert, and be healed. © Eve 0 

Bur what is worle than all this, the death'ef 
the Son of Gol, which thus, inſtcad"of "mort 
fying, makes Sin rcigh in your' ms. tal"bodies, 
will be the greateſt witneſs apain{t' you'in'the 
laſt day, 7 he [ons foal cry out eff thi will; and 
the beam out of th? tinther ſhall anſrer againſt the 
eppreſſor, (aith the Prophet," 74a.\3:\x 1:* And 
then ſure, blood hath 4 Icader *vorce,* Heb. 12: 
24. and the blood of a cracified Saviour will 
be one day the greateſt cvicence againlt' you; 
This, *Iike Oyl, wi:l encrcafe your flames, and 
prove the” Brimitone, that ſhall make the fite 
blaze the more. Thar Jeſus, whole Croſs thou 
deſpiſelt now, will be thy accuſer then; 'and 
woe to that Man, that hath the Judge himfelf 
for his,cnemy. Thar dreadful fpectai e; the 
Crucitixion of the" Lord 'of life, which cannot 
engage thy Soul to conſider the ls” 
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abhorrency, and hatred, God bears: to fin, will 
ber rthe-great Argument : then, that ſhall cover 
thy-face with everlaſting confuſion. AS lover 
ly, as charming, as amiable as this Mercy looks 
now, it will look as diſmal then, and that 
which is now thy Anchor, will be thy Terror 
then, and thou wilt run away from Mercy as 
much then, as thou doſt from God's Thunder 
now, for thou wilt"n2t be able to look upon 
this Mercy without bluſhing, and to think, 
how thou haſt underyalued it, will make thee 
ready" ro hide thy felf from it's brightnels. 
Every Beam will dart horroyr into thy Soul, 
and every Ray will be an arrow in thy hearr. 
When” thou ſhalt fee in that day the ſpirits 
of M:n made perfedt the Men in white, wha 
ave waſh'd their robes, and made them white 
in the blopd of the Lamb ; when thou' ſhalt re- 
flet on' their Happineſs, a | Happineſs, which 
thou might'{t have had as well as 'they, (if 
that blood could'have perſuaded thee to cleanſe 
thy ſelf from all 'Filthineſs both of Fleth and 
Spirit, ) | how will "thine Eyes. flow with 
Tears,- ro think what ſtrong ' delufions thou 
haſt lay'n under, in thinking, that-this blood 
was only ſpilt, that thou mighreſt wallow 
more freely in| the mire.- The Lamb which 
was ſlain from the foundation' of the World, 
and came to take away thy Sins, as well as thy 
Neighbours, only rhou would'ſt not be clean ; 
thar Lamb, I fay, as harmleſs as its looks are 
now, will then change his aſpe@ ; and thou, 
9 4 that 
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that now thinkeſt »a Lamb! tan be.;nathidg 
bur kind, wile! then \find;>by woful: experience, 
that there .is>fuch a Rn. 2as"the. indrgaarion 
and wrath F the Lora. ” , 


CH APIEY. 


Of the waripus Miſchicfs _ ariſq 'ng from. 9: i a0 'r 
Conſid: ration. , The want. ef it prov'd.t to bei 
canſe of of moſt ſins... Some inſtances .are vivy 
in Atheiſm, Unb:li &<, Searing, Pride, Care: 
le]snefs in, Ged's |S2rw;ice, Lukenarmttſs, Gr 
gonſneſs, &c. . 

j- Rom: vhoc, has beeauſaid,' we may, ſafely 

draw: this Concluſion; That want, of © 

{idcration -is the unhappy Spring, from, whach 

moſt/of the, miferics and; ealgmiries of Mankind 

flow. There //may be; inferigur and ſubordr 
nate cauſes, - as:the barrerideſs of, Aa Field;; may 
procced from!,the Thorns; whigh, over{preag, it, 
ftrom' the: ; Srones which: lje ſeatigr'd upon; uh, 
from want of ,,Dungiyg;,; ftom-the Ruſhes zhat 

grow in it; ©, but the pringipal caulez 1s,1 
dluggard's Idlenels,. and Lazincls.;-1a. no 

Miterigs of; Mankind ; may; owe their, exi{tgnce 

to: various accidents, and; QcFurrences,, hug 

Malſlter-cayle ..is; want! of Cenſideration; + 

deed Ged, ja. Fo LH41L 3s makes this the _— 


reaſon 
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reaſon, Why bis people, were gene. intg Coptivita, 
mhy their honeurable 'Men were famiſh'd, .and thier 
multitud: dried up with thirſt ; why Fell had. en: 
lareed. her {-if, and epen'd , her - mouth. withaul mea: 
(ure, aud their glory,..."and. their. Multitnde, an 
their . pomp... deſceng:a_ ante, jt, AS che. want, 
ir, which, in_all, Ages, hath procur'a; God's 
Judgments, which, .. by... Conſigeration, .mught 
have been ſtopt aud... prevented. ;. Had Sf 
improy'd his ſolitarineſs. in the;GAarden of £ 7h, 
into, ſerious Conſideration , of. . the nature, of 
the Precept his Maſter gave, lum, ang. refle ed 
on. the; Wiſdom, of the Supream_.Law-giver, 
that, made it ;; on, the. immenſe; Bounty, his 
great, Benefaor had crown'd, hins withal ;..00 


the. abominable Ingraticude he.. would. make 
himſelf guilcy of, by ., breaking, {o_reaſenaþl 
an, Injunction. Had he, bur recollected bumlel 

(when,tempeed to. car\.of the dangergus Fry 

under,.a_pretence that ,it, would, open Sis, EY ON 
and make him wile as, God,.) 1and.. thous hs 
that. the , Creator of; Heayen and , Earth knew 
belt, what, degree of wiſdom and hnov lege 
became 2 Creature, of; his quality and. com Teh 
£n;;..and.he that was ; all Love and Beaury; 
and. Kindneſs, would nor haye interdicted h1 
that þruit, -if the! Food w)ehs 0G wa) I 4 


* - 
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Yaue'd, 

YE 81s Happug, 28 a5 SgFone At 
mult be. fome cheat ih the Temptation F That 
I , Which were lately thrown down 
the Angels, which wete lately thrown UL 
rom. their glory, could not. but MV the-kelh- 
city he enjoyed; "and for, that region, Would 
«1. __ #4 "14 > At 
7 appear 
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appear in all'manner of ſhapes, and try a thow- 
ſand ways to weaken the favour of Gol to 
wards him ;, and that it was, without all" per: 
adventure, the fafeſt way ro prefer an expreſs 
Fcommania, before an uncertain ſuggeſtion.” That 
it was below 'the Almighty ro lay and unſay; 
ro forbid, and yer perm; ro caution, and yet 
to<connive.; ro declare chis' Will ro day," and 
countermand it to 'morrow'; and 'that fiich 
Weakneſſes are ſcarce reconcitable to the tems 

er of a wife Man on Earth, much lefs to'the 
rules of Infinite Wiſdom. Had his Mind taken 
2 View of ſuch" Arguments as theſe, 'afdvf the 
uninterrupted 'Profperiry''and' Immortality he 
'was ' promis'd 'upon his obedience ;*' it's not 
the Charms, or Rhetorick, or ſoft Languageot 
a Wife, nor the Subrilty of a; Serpent, nor the 

retended Omniſcience, rhe Devil- flattered 
Fitin wichal, would have' made him leave that 
happy ftare, ' which the infinite goodne(s" of 
Heaven had plac'd him'in.” But while he fuk 
fers the pleaſutc'of a Garden ro tranſport” his 
Soul, and ro blind it, fears no ill, no'miſchict, 
ne danger among / the ' Roſes and 'Flowers' of 
Paradiſe, embraces the | deceirful Suggeſtion, 
without examining the cauſe, the manner, or 
the end of it, ſwallows the faral Bait without 
chewing, believes a Wife,” and a Beaſt, wjthout 
conſidering” the conſequence of the Fact, and 
inquires not [1ow, God may reſent his Curioſity, 
he falls into dearth and miſery, and drags all 
his Poſterity after him. * al 
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Had the Inhabitants of Sodom and Gomtarralp 


of the Aurhority by whiclr he acted, conifider'd 
the kindnels of the Almighty, in tending them 
ſuch a' Preacher, and rhought' with themtfelyes, 
Thar ſure it could nor be the Preachers intereſt, 
to ſer himſelf againſt cheir vices ; © Thar'excep 

Conſcience, '/and 2 Divine Commiſion had 
prompted him 'to' attempt rheir Reformation, 
it Was not” probable, he ' would - 7 4'd 

bauthed City*lagainſ{t himfelf; and make hith» 
ſelf obnoxious to rhe fury of rlie' People; thar 
the” righteous''Man {pake' nothing but reaſon, 
and” fought -hothing bur theit good": Phat 
God's' Fatience” would certainly be rired ?: 

lag, / and his "Tong-fuffcring” turn into® yen? 
Kance ;/ 'that''the © fire 'of their luſt" woald 
thortly pall' down other hire,” and the heat. "of 
their unclean” defircs; break 'ftſto - more ' conf» 
ming fames::' | That '{1ns agamit' Nature e 
Men. worle than Bcaſts, and for God not t6'res 
yenge {ſuch Crimes, would 'certainly give the 
World: occaſion 'to- believe, ' thete was no” Go- 
verfior, 'rhat took! eare of fublunary objeRs;' or 
be'a means' ro deſtroy Human ſociety :'- Thar 
God would not always put -up afffonts, nor fu 
fet his'merhods-'to- reclaim them, to-be baffled 
Fierlaſtingly : That they- could gor = to 
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elcape..God's Indignation,.. no-' more than: the 
Mca, of. the, firſt Worid,. and. when their Sing 
were, equal, God's Judgments would overtake 

em,;.as.well;as they did.cheir.Brerhrea : Fhat 
God could. incend them no; harm, by calling 
them £0. repentancez.,and being the great Pres 

(crverof Meng could not bur dgliga, their welk 
being and feliciry. 

That they {uttered their thoughts ro dwclloa 
ſach truths, as.theſe, made ſuch, Conſideration 
familiar to their Souls, they W guld: have. ou 
pe humbled..chemielves, and; kept ba 

and brimilone, which afteswards — 

£1, - Want of Conſideration, made, them, (e 
Curg/1n, Sin, and that ſecurity prepared, WS 

| devaſtation, 1 o Wl 
"ndndeed, there is -no Sin almoſt, bur, is, COM 

ted for want, of Conſideratign. ,, Men caps 

rjnot, what, Sin is, nor. how, loathſony iis 
tachat, God,.,who. carries them on his; wings, 
35 hg; Eagle goth” her young, ;nox, what injury 
whey.do to their own Souls,,..nor | Whatyd 
dreadful eliects and conlequences af,it; arg, aud 
\ —wh_ them. ſupine and negligent, of theis 

Duty: - "4 2M 

4 9give 2.few, inſtances ; Dich the. 
lyplouk up.to,Heaven; did his, Gviniſh'; 
bruſh »Apperize. but give him Jeaye +t0,,e0h 
tenplatc-that g.qrious Fabrick,- the; arderly PX 
oro the. Stars, the regular motion, of/t 
Cdleſlial Lamps, and the Mathemartical;canmh 


Lance of that curious Globe ; how is i poly 
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he'ce6uld 7 drearr of a caſuats concurrencezef 
Hows 1 Ot Torbear ro acknowledge a'imet 
We moſt ipe#ſe;''and moſt!/powertul :Arthis 
te) even third . who commanded! them 
mto being,” and ill-preſerves-zhens from. decay 
brain's 21 21057 1513 19,9000 ; 2$11 
'0 Would - he' ht" conſider, - how things rhat 
have a beginning; *could nor: make-rhemletves;, 
tnlefs/ they * wet&'- before they-''were, ( wich 
ithþlies 'a . contradiction, /):vand'xherefore? mult 
etainly be «wade; - and produced-at: fielbbyt 
{o1i6'Supreant cauſe, rhat is *Ercrnal rand Qs 
mporent.. Would''he bur 'tefleft-on- the uns 
ver{al-conſent ef 'Mankind,' how notoonlytthe 
civiliz'd,” but the molt birbarous, iNations!lity 
all Apes; have had a'{enſe of a'Deity:3/ and-hiow! 
rhis {enſe 'never changes, © althouglv:Kingdoms; 
arid Republicks; rheir Govetnmene, Laws, Con- 
ftiturtons, Inhabitants, and "Cuſtoms: change's 
and” how wmprobab'e iris; that all: Mankind 
ſhould con{pire -into- fucly's Chear”; if there 
were-no Supream Power; thow- rationali:ariis; 
tchat'''when Men'-of ' ditierear-/Conſticurigns} 
Cottplexions; - Principles, -Delires; :Inrerelts, 
Opittions, do all;/-or--molt”&f- chem agree \in 
ont'thing, chere-mult neceflarily be: ſomething 
more: than ordinary/in't, and the'!Notion' mutt 
be ſuppoſed either 'imprittted;'by'-God,' on rhe 
liearts- of all Men, --or carefully deiiver'd xo 
Polterity -by- the firſt Planters''of the! World, 
Thich;"in all probability, they: would not have 
doe, except they had vory ,good*ground add 
> —_—_ real0;) 
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reaſon for ir; | and though here and there, ſome 
few have been found, who cicher out of ambi- 
tion: 'of being. thought wits, or-.in a humgs, 
or \through tome ſttange corruprion of their 
minds, have denied the being of a Deity, or 
have believed none, yer thar thoſe few are jacons 
fiderable, compared with he. grearcſt; payy of 
Mankind, and guided rather by their luſts and 
vices,” whoſe intereſt iis, there .thould ; be..no 
God to take notice-of them, and not by the;tzus 
light'of reaſon : Would the Fool, 1 ſay, bu 
think ſeriouſly 6n. theſe familiar Arguments, 
how could he: ſayin his heart, 7here is no Gad? 

How could the | Wretch deny a Providence, 
if he did but take nocice, how all things are;pre- 
terved in thoſe ftations, ſphears, and tendencies, 
they. were at firſt created in. How things cons 
trary to one another, are kept from deſtroying 
one: anorher, How every thing, proſecures the 
end for which it was produced. How the Sea, 
thar's higher than rhe Earth; is kept from; over- 
running and+ drowning it, How Kingdoms 
Empires, and '/Common-wealrhs 'are conginued 
and conſerved-in the World. How one Coun: 
wy is -made- a: Scourge to. the other for, theit 
Sir; /and how the. fobercr ;Nation many. times 
conquers the' more idebauched. and. virious,, fill 
rhe tormers ſobriety dying, proves a prelage of 
the funcral of rheir happinets. How Men;ars 
luffered ro tyrannize, and;-ro rage, that che 
fall afterward; may þe mere. gricyvus ,and|t8t- 


rible. How Sin is puniſhed wich Sin ; and with 
what 
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what meaſure we mete, with: rherfame, :orker 
Men mete to us-again. . How firangely Mar» 
ther is found our,- and ſecrervillanies" diſcove- 
red; / artaigned, and condemned”! 311 10! 
How Caligula, that 'bids defiahce* ! Sworn, in Cale. 
to Heaven,  and'-rhreaten' Fups 

rer:to/chaſtiſe him; if he lent Rain that day his 
Players' were to-AQ;--how che /poor milcrable 
Creature hides his head in a F earherbed when 
ic Thunders ; -and\/ how the: ſtoureſt ' Sinners 
tremble, - even then, \- when no Mart purſaes 
them. How Tibevias 4s:rortured in his Conſei- 
ence 'with a ſenſe of his monſtrous -pradtices, 
and' he thar- had'deſpiſed all Heavenly Powers, 
before his dearth, ' dreads what-befot& he laughr 
at.. How lighr' is frequently produced ouciof 
darkneſs; the greateſt: feliciry-from*the greateſt 
milery ; and:even Sin'it {olf 1o/ otderod, "ebay 
proves ai” occaſioniof rheegreareſt/good; How 
miraculouſly Men are preterved; and how pro- 
digiouſly reſcued from dangers, thar hangover 
their heads; and rhreaten their deſtruction. How 
ons Man-1s--punithed by ' proſperity, anothet 
preſerved? by che-want-of it.- How one Man's 
blefſitips* fire rurnea-/ into curſes; 'and another 
Man's earles imo 'blefliags. How Men periſh; 
thatrheymay-nor'/perith ; and -are {uttered ro 
grolv Poor, that they may be-rich; and are de- 
prived-of: all, that they/ may arrive ro-far greater 
plenry: How ftrangely' many* times 'are Men 
preſerved from'+Sin, and: ſomething comes (in, 
##n@\ct91lt3| their nfl artemprs-and intentions, 
war that 
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thavcheyidre hor able co-pur;-cheir; purpoles/jn 
expcution;ns How Men are firted for | 


playments;;and: no:offict or bufnel(s fo.amcapald 


ſordid, but ſomerMem dave: genine i griwncling: 
Lion 50 it, How Bealts;which;4rc {tronger\chah 
Men, are yer kept fromuirting Mcnz\and Men 
themſelves; rharinend-milchiet to their! Neighe 
bours, arc:qrevented in-theis 'de{1gns, and-ingthe 
Net. they-4pread for othars,! their foot 45: taken. 
How: by very /ine»n{iderable.means;- very" great 
things: ars]/ctieRted ; , and: ſometimes without 
means, very: fignal changes and\ alterations are 
produced. How. the greatelt | preparations, are 
blown upenand diſlolyed,! and | 2 handful of 
Men. chale,yalt'and potent: Armies :, How, Ty 
rants, when! they are- juſt bringing cheir Tri 
umphs to perfeCtion, are; blaſted, on a ſudden; 
and when they, fancy. noxhing-} can reſiſt or-hiny 
der their mighty ,deligas; the: Wind turns, and 
all-gheir bravery. dies 1nco contempr, and; thame 
and.diflatisfation. How, he ;grea: eſt Enemy; 
{ometimes becomes rhe-, greatctt.,Friendz - and 
he that haterh anorher- ugtg(death,. is 0n.4 (ud 
den | convine/d+of his folly,,,and, loves hin as his 
own Soul, .; How kindly, the, Heayens. diſpenſe 
their former and latter Raih ;, and how, upon 
tolemn Prayers and Supplications; {ome great 
Judgment ts averted, and Mey reſtored. ro:theit 
former peace and tranquility. ., How, ,cyen 
things fortuirous, Juſtice 1s execured-3 agd the 
pnphrrs _—_ {uch. a Man ſhort at — 
to guided, as ro hit the pcrlon- guilty of Jous 
$ P guiiry | 
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heinous crime. How ſuch a Man's tuine' proves 
mother's inſtruftion ; and he, whom Education: 
could not engage ro Prudence, learns to be wile 
by anothers How Men ignorancly con- ' 
rtive their | Neighbors good \, and while'they 
leaſt intend the Happineſs of others, take the 
readieſt' courſe ro make'their: labours ſucceſsful 
and proſperous.” How a'Flea ſhall: awaken an 
Ahiſhuerxs; that he may look: into his' Chroni- 
cles,” and read'/rhere the good Offices | of Mor- 
dai, and 'recompence' him, and iprevenr- rhe: 
Miſchief intended againſt God's poopeny How: 
2word, that drops ſomtimes from the-Preach- 
ers Mouths ina Sermon, ſhall make-thar impreſ. 
fion on'the/Hearers Heart, as to change it; and 
work him intoanother Man. ; 22 | 
He that would take ſuch- paſſages as*rheſe' 
into ſerious Conſideration, how wers it poſlible' 
for him'to- queſtion a Providence, that/Orders, 
and Rules, ' and Governs'all;; and extends / its 
Care, even/to'the leaſt, moſt minute;-ahd moſt 
abjet-and contemptible Creature ?''How!' could: 
he forbear 'to admire God, as the'moſt Wiſe, 
moſt "Knowing; moſt 'Lovely ; moſt- Perfect; 
molt Holy,” and moſt Beautiful Being; mhoſe eyes 
run to 4 fro to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalfe of 
thoſe, whoſe Heart is uprieht:towards hin; Chron. 
6 K ng "ans 5 | 


16:9. | 
The Unbeliever, that doth not believe 'the/ 
Scripture to/ be the word of God; ©and:fanicies! 
there \is''no/ other. 'World';' no J gent-aftcr' 
Death ;:and/ thinks it irrational, thar'T 
| T 
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-Fors, 1iASfor the. Scripture. 
the ſuns; and: ſubſtance-of che n_ 
on;. would he but rakda-walk in = Kidld;!.on 
in -his-Garden, or:in:his:Chamber and:weigh the 
Arguments,which: make forthe! Divinity«of this, 
Book, iand-conſider:what ;he can/object againſt; 
it, whether: his Objections be equal-inifirength, 
and 'weight, -with:the Reaſons that fexch-irape4 
digree:from Heaven,.che would ſgon:be ofcans 
other:mind, and pity: the: weakneſs, and-faucir 
neſs: of thoſe Youngſters, that. play-upon the 
Oracles of God in. Alehouſes,-or-Faverts, ior 
Theatres. - He necd-only;. diſcourſe with Jim 
ſelf inthis manner.» *; 

Liſeexhe whole Chriſtian World;; forſo- ma- 
ny: Centuries -rogether , hath embraced. thele 
Sacred; Volumes, | as-a: Treaſury of God's Will 

and; -Orditances.;-ava Directory: dropt::down 
fromy/Heayen, to.teadv them how God will be. 
worſhipp'dywhar \Notiansthey are to- entertain: 
of , Gyd;r and whatithey./are to-do: to, ſave their: 
Souls, bi ever: how: \ they:are ro: order. theie 
Lives; hew«they are! ek{way, how+they-are to! 
behave themſelves roward God and Man,. and! 
What rules +hey.-ard edobletyc in their/ghinking, 
ſpeakipgþ.doing ahd [dealing': in; the World: 
Is's very- ble:: that-God, - who isall-Gaod-' 
nz2,-alb Mercy, and; = infinite: Piry;cang _ 


made 
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fade -this World:ito, ſetve Mani, an. udaw'd 
him with 2; capacityrbf knowing, -and. adorin 
Gady»wrould, not; kave »him deſtitute. of fuc 
helps ant} means, as: might belt/promote [his 
knowledge of: hinizrbut. find out 4: way to mas 
nifeſb himſelf to chimy/eſpecially when it's evis 
dentz-that; wirhour naxoy gem Ray toes: than 
Nature, gives, Men: are! to very-apt to inta 
Errdts and: Milapp ions , of /his Glory 
and5i Majeſty.” Whether this 1 Book contains 
therefare: the true Revelations, which God hath 
Soon gd to make; to/Mankind, is. the Que+ 
fiv1« £4340) 21. 38h | 
- Upon examination Ti find, that there is no+ 
thingan this Book, cicher promiſed | or threat» 
ned; or commanded, but:what is: Deo: dignum,. fit 
for;a God-to promiſe, and threaten, and - coms 


Whatever:is deliver here, ſeems to-be very 
Divine Nature. The Rewards as-well as Puni 
mentts;: (are God-like ;; and » the,» Duties pr 
here;/-are-»bur the neceflary. conſequents of his 
Goodnefs) und. Juſtice, ::and. Goyertiment; and 
Suprechaoy'; which: conſequences, becauſe Man, 
by rcafon-of his corruption, was not able to de 
ducefrom the Notion of God, God/ thought fit 
to revedly.And \manifeſt!.xo him [by: various 
/ Hiſtories, Prophecies, Parables; Pre- 


_ 


cepts,-andConcluſiohs:- | 
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 Uport enquiry I perceive, that the defipns 
this Book are 44 leaſt very harmlels,its great aim 
being ro make Men good, and; juſt, ana: 
and live like Men of Reaſon; ſo that if Men quar- 
rel with it, 'they muſt; quatrel ' with their. own 
Make, and Conſtitution,” which is not only capa 
ble oſſuch perfetions, bur, were the 
ſual objects remoyed,or {« d fronvit, would 
naturally defire, and afrer them.:: Whar- 
ever Verity or Truth, the lightof Nature;bt Rea- 
ſon dictares, is here ro be folind';'and: rhis Book 
is ſo far from .contradifting;- or: aboliſking,cany 
thing of that nature, thar ir improves andxe- 
fines ic. If I fearch all the Volumes of chean- 
tient Heathen Philoſophers, Men | who ranfackt 
Nature, | and tried what Nature: would dafcover 
of God, and anatomized the Law writven) upon 
Mens Hearts.IfT peruſe all the Leſſons and Rules 
of Morality;':they gave and '\preſcribedroMan- 
kind,l find them all deliver'd'ih this Book;much 
purer,and much clearer than thoſe Philbfophers 
were able-to propoſe'them And whar:liescat- 
ter d up'anid down in'their vaſter yolames,”4s 
concenter'd here, inſomuch; that not only;Scho# 
lars, bur-very. ordinary! capacities, maybe Phi- 
lofophers, and ſpeak more Senſe and Reafanzrhan 
the antient Wits, whom-thei World; whenbar» 
barous, and rude, lookt-upon:as Oracles/-: ' 
The' Sacred Writers;whoever theyi were, for 
ought I ſee, were Men of vtry noble.agd,gene 
rous Spirits ; for their great endeayour 1s, t0 1n- 
ſtrut, and edifie Mankind, and to teach 1 
UC 
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ſuch delights as are fitfor a rational Soul to-cm” 
brace; I fee, they exhort Mento live! like them” 
ſelves, dike perſons capable of converſing with 
God.-1 ſee, they are all for preſervation of Hus: 
maniSocietics,and to-this end they {peak againſt 
all that's evil, andencourage Juttice,.and Peace, 
and Unity;'\and Charity, and Obedience to Go- 
yernors;and all that's Good andiHoly; and con- 
demnall Hypocriſie, commend upright Dealing, 
and \{incerity. of Heart, -and' proſcribe-even thole 
Sins;which the world can take no notice of, Sins 
of Thoughts, Sins-of the Heart, -and Sins of Se- 
erelie, and; urge a hearty unfcigned love to our 
Neighbour. 'Their great Care and-Solicitude is, 
that Men; may not be! kept unacquainted with 
themſelves; and though they lived in. difterent 
Ages, at different times, and were. of different 
Educations, yet they all agree in their great En« 
deavour,and Deſign to-purifie Mens Hearts, and 
to keep, their Conſciences void of-/Offence to« 
wards: God and towards Men. - They ' would 
have God Worſhipp'd and Honour'd like a God, 
in Spirit and in Truth, and require the Creamand 
Marrow of our Endeayors, our deareſt and ren- 
dereſt Love to be given ro him, which indeed 
is a worſhip fit  for;him, that is-our. Supream 
Ruler and Governor, in; whom we Live, 'and 
have our Being, 


They condemn all Senſuality, which makes 
Men live like Beaſts; and all impatience; and 
viſcontent, which makes their Lives —_ 

| an 
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andall pride and haughtineſs, which makes their 
near Neighbors hate andideſpiſe them andalf 
baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which' rakes chem uncampaſſic. 
nate. They. - pteſcribe the, greateſt Chrdials 
againſt croſtes and Atflictionsfor they'promiiſs.a 
bercer Life-afterthis,a life of everlaſting Joyiang 
Bliſs ; and though Moſes and! the Prophets ſay 
bur lictle of another Lite-in- expreſs termes;(yer 
they do it:in Types and Shadows, and myſteris 
ous Phraſes-and Actions ,/ which | the:Propliers 
among the .Jews-in all probability explainedito 
the _—_ Sy» a ener no/{uch life, 
yer would the fancy of it'be mighty pleaſmgin 
diſtreſſes and calaniries,and uk. *4 bear us up 
under the "greateſt burthehsp and ſhould 'we 
find nothing of that nature; "when we come''to 
dye, tobe {ure there wouldbe no body to laugh 
at Us. | 

' ::They repreſent God, as infinitely merciſulto 
wretched Men, and- willing to accept of thoſe 
that-repent, and rurn,and ſincerely fear him, and 
tamake them everlaſtingly happy ; and yet that 
Men may not preſume;and turn the Grace of God 
into wantonnels, they. repreſent him juſt withal, 
that will rake vengeance on thoſe who provoke 
his Patience,andmock his compaſlion, and abuſe 
his Mercy into contempt of his'Laws. They re: 
preſenthimasa very neatonchlſe Maſter, that lays 
upon his Servants no more than they are able to 
bear, and expects returns anſwerable to the fa- 
Yours he beftows' on. them:;; and ſuch ſervices, 
as/are, in ſome meaſure, /proportionable- to = 
ft; | es: mean 
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-means,'he hath afforded them;whichvisno more 
but what weexpedt fromour ServantszAllwhich 
is highlywarional; and Lmuiſt needs imagine,ſince 
no 'Mei that:ever liv'dinythe World, could give 
the World ſuch cxact Rules ' for the improve- 
ment. and advancement of a- rational'Soul, as 
theſe, Writers do, that they muſt have had ſome 
Divine Spitirito-guide rhem,eſpecially4ince the 
education, breeding; and-converiation of | ſome 
or. moſt:of them, gave/them:mo-advantages of 
Learning, or Philatophy,: nor 'any opportunity 
of imptoving their inrelleftuals by reading ſuch 
Writings, as-acute and 'iquick{ighted/ Men had 
diſperted4hrough the Wortd. To exalttheSoul, 
and torielevate: it above Senfe, und Earthj-:and 
Droſs,” and Dung,. and to'!make /triects be ad- 
mittedoto familiarity-withrits Maker, fees to be 
the very-drift and deſignoof this Book; aa&iH#ir 
wete not»Divine or 'Intpired, icmight however 

deſerve:/the/reputation of maintaihing theigreat- 

elt; and} molt generous defigns', thay ever were 
carried-on- by: Mankind; 3D (Ou of 

- But fare, -its Original is more tham'Human; 

and the Perſons: who'deliver theſe things; had 

certainly/ a Divine » Qommiſſion. ©» When F look 

cirher'upon Moſes and:;the Prophets, in'theOld, 

ot upon: Feſu and his*Apoſtles in the' New Te» 

ſtament, Men, whowerethechicfPromulgers of 
the Truths deliverd/in: theſe: Books, «methinks 

there appears ſomthing extraordinary-inthem, 

and Iicannot bur ſee the Finger of God; that'did 

dire and help them.” If I believe any (thing, 

-_ | T 4 char 
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hat. I never heard or ſaw my elf, I havethe 
greateſt reaſon in the World to believe,that thar 
Moſes, whom both Fews and Zathen/ call the 
great Leader, and Captain-General of the eps, 
was inſpired from above, when he gave his Law 
to the whole Nation: of the Fews: ''That'he 
wrought thoſe ſtupendious Miracles, which are 
Recorded in. Scripture, the Jewiſh ;Nation hath 
firmly, and conſtantly believed, ever, ſince they 
were-wrought ; and how 600000! Men, before 
whom they | were wrought , and who did feed 
upon many of thoſe Wonders, ahd who havede- 
livered the real performance of thoſe -Miracles 
down/to their Poſterity, .and ſo imprinted the 
belief. of it, on the hearts-of their Progeny, that 
neither Sword, nor Fire , could ever -make 
them deny it, even by: the Teſtimony of their 
oreateſt Enemies ; How, I-{ay, this vaſt Mult 
tude of Men could be miſtaken in thoſe: Mira- 
cles, and give credit to his Law, obſerve-evary 
punctilio of it, undergo all that redious Service 
he injoyn'd them, endure the pain' of -Circumy 
ciſion, negleRrheir ſecular and neceſſary Aﬀairs, 
toattend that laborious Worſhip, and all upon 
the account of thoſe Miracles, if they had not 
been confident of the truth-and reality of them, 
is altogether unaccountable to a rational Man. 
Theſe Miracles he could never have wrought 
without a ſupernatural Power, nor can I imagine 
any other xeaſon, why God ſhould Honour bm 
with that ſupernatural Power, but only to coſt 
firmthe Law, and Statutes he gave to the Jen 
al 
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and to teſtifie unto: them, and-to aſſure'them, 
tharthey came from God, and thar the Puniſh- 
-ments threatned would certainly atrendthewil- 
ful negle&ers-of rhat Law. 1019p 
'That the Prophets foretold things, ſome-200, 
ſome 300, ſorhe 500 years. before- they came to 
pals,'is ſo evident from the Hiſtory of eſtas, Cy- 
rxs; and the Meftas, who:was to come; that 
muſt profeſs himſelf a ſtranger toall Fhſtory,rhar 
denies it ; for I find, the Fews had thoſe Prophe- 
cies by them many years, before they were ful- 
filled, and therefore cannar-be ſuppoſed ta:have 
forged thoſe Prophecies, after the things,” pro- 
tended ro be forerold in them,: were come to 
pals. | | | 0190 
F But, had we-no other Teſtimony, 'that | the 
Writings of the Old Teſtamentare inſpired; and 
of Divine Qriginal, | but that ' of Feſas, and»lits 
Apoſtles, ( provided we can /prove,: that theſe 
came with Divine Authority )- there would be 
enough to {atisfic any perſon, that doth nor de- 
light in diſputing againſt Lighr and Reaſon. 
That we owe the Doftrine of the. New'/Teſta- 
ment to this cſs, and his Apoſtles, the:whole 
Chriſtian Warld hath unanimouſly believed-for 
1600 years together ; and. muſt needs ſappaſe, 
there could not have been ſuch a1tirinthe world, 
for {ſo many Centuries, about the- Religion\6f 
Feſws, if there had nor been ſuch a Perſon an! the 
orld. But'in'this I find the whole :World 
agree; That there was ſuch-a Perſon, not only 
Chriſtians, bur their greateſt Enemies, both Jems 
ang 
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and/Heathen;dolcoafels.”This'the profanecſt Men 
alive will believe;:as.firmlyrarteatt; as they do, 
that-there wereſuctperſons,as Waliam the Con- 
queror, or Richard the" Firſt;:Second:, Third; &t, 
This-Feſus,-as he dorh aver aridanaintain; [That 
God:f{pake by Meſci,and the Prophets of Old;d4> 
he could nor but be-himſctf| aiperſon ſent from 
God to reform the World; and\to letthemknow 
the Will'and Pleaſure: of the! CR 
4ngheir everlaſting Happinels: | 

-.., For | find, he wrought ſuch Miracles, Works 
10: exceeding Art and Narure;). that they, were 

the wonder and :confuſion of che World ;Not 
do 1; upon Examination, perceive, that the Jews 
deny it; only they give out, that being. 
$kilFd in the Art 'of Magick; and dealing/wit 
the Devil, hemadeall that ftir, and noiſe:in th 
World, -and drew:ſo many followers after im, 
which-to any Man in his Wits ſeems the Gllieſt 
Plearimaginable;; for his Dodrine,' Life; Mira- 
cles,>all tended to: the deſtruction of the Devil's 
Kingdom-His firſt; Work was to: forbid idolatry, 
and topull down the V Vorthip of Devils,and to 
encourage real Goodnels, and:Pjety, and:abhor- 
Tency,nor only of all evil; but of all appearance 
of evil; and ifiSatari caſt. out Satan; he is ' divided 
againſt himſelf,and how then your his Kingdom June 
Math. 12. 26.! : 

I find, that the Art of Magick, in thoſe days, 
was in great'requeſt with all theGrandcesof the 
Jews, and they arriv'd to very grear” pzcfetion 
in it, And af this Jef wroughr' his m_—_ 
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by that Art, Why could not thoſe Great Maſters' 
of Magick,imitate'thof& wonderfab Works ;/ not 
rometicioh, that at'his Crucifizi6h/when they 
alleg'&41l char Malice; or Hetl; could'ſogpelt 
againſt him, none 'of/his Adverſaties-whatever' 
ſome'oF them had done- before, durſt be ſo abb+ 
mitably thpudent; a8Xo/charge him with char 
black and - diſmaÞ Crime. * Indeed His defign;' 
wotds;aQions, behaviour, and deportment; were 
allſodirealy contrary'to this blaeWand hetlifls 
Aﬀt, that/a Man ſeems to-be given upto the De- 
vil;that'&an have bur'the leaſt inclinarion ro be- 
lieve it;'Neyo certainly had the” greateſt advin< 
tages of any man that ever liv'd, to knowthe 
utmoſt reach of' Magick; for as'his' extream vi- 
ciouſne(s; and debauchery made hin”the' Devils 
Darling, ſo he had all the Magicians itv the world 
to'teach, and ro'inſtruft him; yer with'all che 
tricks and 'juggles' that either Men *6r Devils 
could furniſh 'him witha), 1 donor find, rharhe 
was able 'to cure @ cut Finger. ' 0607 2122 © 
As greatan Enemy as Julian the Apoſtarewas 
to the Chriſtian Religion, as much ashe-hated 
and perſecuted it, yer, by whatis recorded by've+ 
ry fairhful Men,] ſee he could not deny} but that 
Feſus did open the Eyes of ſome blind Men; 'and 
cured others that were 'Lame,” and diſpoſleſſed 
not tew, that 'were moleſted witlrevit Spirits; 
and though he makes light of rheſe wonders;yct 
to a Man that is not poſſeſſed with prejudice; 
thoſe Works will ſeem Diyine and:Sapernatural; 
not bur that CararaRts, -and 'accidental-dinineſs 
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of the Eyes, may. be redrefied by natural means; 
but, where Men, that are borti;blind, are reſtored 
ro their ſight with; a Word;'it-cannort bur argue. 
a Commilſion from Heaven. Indeed, all thar {aw 
ic, profeſled, they never ſaw-it on this faſhion, 
There were Philoſophers, - and Learned' Men, as 
well as Tradeſmen and Mechanicks in the-crowd 
of his Hearers, who could-they-have found;but 
the leaſt hole for cyaſion, | they would certainly; 
haye made uſe of it. againſt him; bur with'the: 
exacteſt obleryations 'they.. could make, | they. 
could-not {py the leaſt ſhagow/of an Impoſture, 
but were fogced to'confels,, That a mighty, Pro- 
pher was riſen up among(t. them, ; nt 

I cannor. readily - comprehqnd; why Tiberius 
ſhould have; been ſo fond, to- haye this: Feſas 4- 
{cribed into the. number of the Roman gods; or 
why Severus ſhould worſhip him In his Cloſet; 
among his orher Deities ;.or why Adrian jhould 
have purpos'd to.crect Temples, without Images, 
to his Honour, if they had n6t look'd upon him 
as {ome extraordinary Perſon, and had not been 
ſufficiently aſſured of rhemany, wonderful works 
he-had done. I find -the Chriſtians appeal to 
the publick Acts and. Records, among rhe very 
Heathens, where many of the wonderful things 
that Feſws did, were deſcribed, which.chey dull 
not have done, had they not been ſure.thar there 
were {uch publick Monuments, and thoſe things 
in them. | 0 

The Evangeliſts (whoſe Writings I have 10 
more reaſon to queſtion, than I do-the Weigns} 
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of i Tacitus, or Senicajiior Cicers,..or';Livy, they 
having i been univerfally acknowledged to:.be 
theirs} and no _ having ever! a_ able.to 
confiire'their relati6nzor to giveany ſatisfactory 
Argument why they! ſhould: not: be belicved;) 
thele'Evangeliſts, :ſorme'of'them being Eyc+wit» 
neſks, I perceive, miake mention bf: ſeveral. Mi> 
racles thar were wrought before! great multi» 
rudes' of People; atid certainly; ſome judicious 
Men then living would -have dound it: owt;:if 
there had been a'chear or juggleiitie :: Nay;-is 
it rational, '-rhat the Apoſtlesof rhi would; 
or:durſt;with thar/freedom, bo ;and ,cons 
fidene; have affirmed, aflerted,andaberted: bath 
his: Relufrrection; and his Miracles, in the very 
Merropelis' of Faiz in the Ciry)df £ Fernſalenr, 
where itthad been'/aw eaſie-marter3 to: dilcaver 
the fraud; ifthere hadibeen nofuct thing 2: Efom 
all which; I:maſt-neceffarilyiconclude, as Nicos 
demus. Joh. 3: ver: 4. 'Maſter;- mechvow that | thiu 
art ia\Tearher comi-from God ; for "h1o\wani can” to 
_ Miracles that thou peſt, except; God: be with 

fr © GE 219! Oi SHERI 1 1}to 

'tndeed, if I will nor;put a: veil over my-Face, 
and wilfully blind: myſelf, muſb teeds:contlude, 
Fhat his DoQrine-tuſt- be. Divine; whole, Mi 
racles'Wwere fo nor':can; I'fuppoſeiit 
that'God would-futfer that perton, whom hecin» 
ruſted-with his-own/power of (doing Miracles, 
wiobtrade upon the World falſe and:idle Tales, 
ormaneceliary and impertineur:;Doftines, cand 
unRionns.” \'Þcanhor conceive j;: why; God 
NVOD ſhould 
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ſhou!d colmunicare ta him-the powerof. doing 
miracles, exceptiit be 10 confirm the! Diyiniry 
and indiſpenſable neceſlity of ;his, Dodringe aud 
Precepts;;./ ſo\-that, if the; Works he did:hag.q 
Divine Original, his DoQrine, and Commands 
muſt be:derived from Heayen too, elle jt:would 
follow, that God had been-very unwiſe ighis 
choice, and had exerted his/Omnipotent Power 
to-little {or ino purpoſe, oy to make aſhew.in 
theWorldjor to increaſe the -Kingdom.of datk- 
neſy,than which; there can nothing, be.indagin'd 
more abſurd, ior incongruous. -; And thoughts 
erue, ior ne boaſt ; of hy 
and; manythings,'.which , are eyed up! forMh 
racles, 'are nothing leſs} [yet theſe are:;ſo atteſt; 
ed;\ that'a Man muſt ge againſt | the. | {trongeſ 
Evidence;; that: goes to» contradict himy; 412 

If I conſidet the-progreſs of this Goſpel;ihad 
it's alcogether Miraculous; not only; beeauile the 
Apoſtles, -who propagated this Doctrine ;..had 
the'-power of Miracles confert'd on them by..this 
Feſus, which proves him'ta-have been in.ghe fqn 
of God, bur becaulc in leſs than 200 years, witli 
out force or attns,in deſpite: of Sword{ andre, 
and the direſt Torments, it ſpread |overi/all [the 
known World. That the Mahometan ;Religion 
made-a {tupendious progreſs; after its. firfþ;ile, 
isnot denied; but he that; ſhall refle& onthe 
means . whereby it enlarge$435-power;, visi|iÞy 
Sword, and. Violence, by depopulating Guns 
cries, by killing and muctheringallchax.ceGlies, 


will judge it role-from Hell,: xarher -thaft __ 
| own 
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down from-Heaven. But1 tindidhe Galpel tptcad- 
i924 Prodigy;-only; by: Innocance-and Patiencey 
by!: doing) ;g00d and: ſuffering: EY il,orhe; [proper 
Army of HeavtentNo forcowas put upors Men// 
buewhat came:from: demorntitation- of ther Spirir;/ 
and that. nine'thiouſand Men; in:owo orichtee: 
days time, ſhould be. .captivatedolby-ir;igao” 
me-as great'awphder;. as StuPerers bidding this! 
late Man, rake) avp his:Bedgz-and walk. io yi 
;[L-Re; how!in:detpite ofalbtheArrs and. Scraci 
tagems'the: Devibycould invent-ro ſtopiits ; 
greſs;. in defpird of all the.endeavours'of; New;;: 
Domitian , Trajan!," Decins:g>Diacleſt ous; 120! rovy; 
it qut,it mock d:theitrage;and dairy. findhow! 
the. blood. of Martyss ;/that wasſpiltithis dayy 
brought forth a greater numbetb| of Confeffors> 
the next ; and: mwultirudes>of (Mhrittians;>rliar 
were.Sacrificedthis>weekz: were! fecondedibyaz 
greater. Armyoin a few:day&afterjand Men feenu-- 
ed to.glory-in\beihg deſign fordeach;andf{er-: 
ving as. Apprentices bf:Ma em; 'and:th 3 
_ and ring rn cn ayector' Roe as 
ligion, yer fach i» aumber vf: rs no.Retic 
gion can ſhewt;Jandwharddar[thiak of ſomabyd. 
Myriads of Men;-bhat beingdof{tiled 'Eaſe; Plens-! 
ty;Riches, Honours;PrefermenmiZdeſpitedicthems 
all;'and would; utter: che omoſt mxquiſire Tors- 
tures; which thectaxdentiontrsthemitives'trens.!? 
bled. at, and »which/ madeithervery: Heathew!: 
blath;({o great was rhe Inhomantry) catheerchkev? 
deny.that DoQring, whiclicheywad: wpoh 4ndve!: 
birable. 'Teſtimodics:reccived, lagDivinex! What! 
da can 
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can-I-think,I ay,of theſe Men,bur that they tad: 
ſufficiently ſearch'd inrothe Trurhof this Golpely 
and were "oſt certainly aſſur'd; thar ir was the! 
Word, and; Will, of God ; and'that this 
would moſt certainly fulfil his promiſes to: 
and give: them/ Eternal life, if ' they': could by 
content: to- ole their Lives on-Earth for his: 
{ake ;\/That fo many hundred-thouſfand'Menj: 
many 7 of them Learned, and Wiſe,and of Noble! 
Blood, and ingeauous Education; — 
away their Lives'in'a humour, without: 
goeod\ ground, that what they» believed: wakes 
ally: Divine , \and' could not. beſo, is a-thing\ 
ſo1ncredible,/ that thoſe, who:can think fo; dil-' 
cover themſelves to be the moſt credulous wc 
cesin-the World.-- 
::T'read, how! in and about: Chriſt S. rimeyich Ch: 
her juſt before his coming, or ſhortly afierchis' 
departing out of this World, by confeſſion of: 
the: Heathens themlelves, (for Porphyrins, as' bits 
ter an enemy as ever. Chriſtianity had among! 
Philoſophers, acknowledges fo.much) the Hea- 
then 'Oracles, and the Voices of Devils, ccasd,' 
Andean I think; the Devil would: have left de- 
luding the World, :by his ambiguous: Oracles 
gone off. of the Stage voluntarily;and quietly,ex** 
cept he had been forced, and compelled roir:by 
thus prodigious Perſon, whom: God ſent into” 
the: World to: reveal his Glory. 2 Certainly, 1it' 
could not be one-that was. mere/ Man, : whom 
ma evil Spirits would have vailed: and -bowed' 
3 Mthout he had been more than. Man,-they 


woul 
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would haye diſputed "their Power, and main- 
rained their Poſſeſſion, and defended their uni- 
yerſal Empire, and made Men know, thar the 
Arm of fleih'was a yery "inconſ(iderable weapon 
to controul, -or derhrone the - Rulers of the dark- 
meſs of this "World, and fcorned to give ſuch a 
Cowardly- Oracle, as he did to 4uguſttrs Ceſar; 
Me Purr 'Eltbreus, 6. The Hebrew Boy doth 
drive me out, and commands me Silence. 

I find, 'wherever this Goſpel came, the Devil 
fled away; this deſtroyed his Service, Prieſts, 
and'Altars, -and rhe' Gates 'of Hell could not 
withſtand it';} nor can Tſee,which way the-Gol» 
pel could have effected all this, without” its 
Power and"Efficacy had been Divine. 

'T read, what ſtrange alterations ir made upon 
all Peoples Tempers,Diſpoſitions, and Aﬀections, 
who embrac'd it; what» ſhould make {o'man 
Great 'Men; fo many ſubril' Philolophers, fo ma» 
fiy Learned Men,{ſo many Sages, Merrofthe great- 
elt wir,ahd judgment, and-apprehenſion, both in 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Empire, yield and ſub- 
mit to-it,and throw away their vain Philolophi- 
cal Learning, and humble themfclves to the Croſs 
of Chriſt, excepr they had ſeen the ſtamp of God 
upon 1t?I'find that the greateſt Orators, and 
Logicians, and rhe ableſt Diſputants, that came 
with an intent'ro deride it; were captivated, and 
conquer'd by It, and' fubmirted ro 1ts Laws, and 
DoCctrines; and as unlearned, andunskilftl as the 
Men were that defended it againſt their (ubrilty, 
yet they were forced to yield to rhem; and ro 
| U cry 
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Cry out; Tnar they were overcome, and'batfled, 
'The change irwrought upon Peopies Spirits,was 
wondrous {trange ; the Cholcrick, the Envioug, 
the. Drunkard, the Fornicator, the Adulterer, 
the Worldling, the Oppreſſor, the Timorous, 
the Puſillanimous, were on a ſudden transform! 
int> Love, Meckneſs, Sobricty, Chaſtity, Tem 
perance, Charity, Liberality, Fortitude, and 
Magnanimity ; and they'that before trembledat 
the thoughts of Fire, and Wild Beaſts, offered 
themlelves to Flames, and took ir ill, if they 
were put by, and deprived of the Honour' of 
riding in f{uch fery Charigts ro Heaven.  * | 
Nay, 1I ſee at this day, how wonderfully it 
works on the Souls of Men, makes them aR 
againſt their narural Inclinations, without any 
proſpect of temporal Intereſt, go againſt rhe Bias 
of their Corruptions, and ſtop in cheir Carreer 
to Hcll, which they were running to, with molt 
eager appetite. 1 lee, how it makes them hate 
that evil company they formerly delighted in, 
and how inſipid it renders all the Jeſts of rhe 
old Aﬀociates, how it makes them. love theit 
Enemies, do good to them that hate rhem,pray 
for thenr thar- perſecute them, and deſpitefully 
uſe them ; how-it makes them live above Senle, 
and ſeek their greateſt fatisfaRtion in- the Ways 
and Ordinances of God. In a word, how trom 
Beaſts ir- changes them/, into Men ; and from 
Men, into' more- than . Men. And: what cant 
[ aſcribe all this ro, bur re a Divine $pirit; that 
by this Goſpel ſubducs the Hearts,” and _ 
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the luſts and affeQtions of Men into Obedience 
to Cliciſt Jelus : And though there be Religious 
Men among other Sets, as Fews, ZHeathers, and 
Mahometans, yet is their Piety rather outward 
than inward, and whatever ſhew they may make 
of Self-denials aftid Morrtifications, their hearts 
are nor changed all the while by the force of 
their DoQtrines, which yer we ſee daily practiſed 
in our Chriltian Congregations, whereof none 
can give fo good an account as Divines, that diſs 
courte People abour their Spiritual Concerns. 
He that ſhall take fuch Argumeiits as theſe 
into ſerious Conſideration, may cafily fatisfic 
himſeif,chat in theſe volumes is contain'd the true 
Will of God, ar leaſt, that this, of all things ex- 
rant, is molt likely to be the Will of God,nothing 
in Nature having thoſe circumſtances, and cha- 
raters and teſtimonies of a Divine Original. as 
the Rules contaigd in thele Books;” we ca!l rhe 
Bible, have; and whatever ſeeming Contradidti- 
ons and Tautologies may be found there, to a 
conſiderate Man it would appear, that as long 
as the main thing, the true way to Happincls, 
is {ecured, ſuch accidental things, as frequency 
of the ſame Expreſſions, a Chronologicd! 
milaxes committed by the various Tranſcris 
bcrs, may be pait by withour offence, Thar 
many things which have icem'd contradictions, 
upon examination of the Cuſtoms, and Circume 
{lances of the Age, theſe Books were wrirren in, 
have been found no Contradictions ; and thar 
thus ir may be in all the reſt, if we knew all 
U 2 thoſe 
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thoſe ways of ſpcaking and reckoning,” a 
naming things, and all the Proycrbial ie: 
ons. then in, uſe; That. in.the ſubſtantial things 
of theſe Books, rhere, hath been no array 
or corruption, , for ſo many Ages rogether ; My 
thar the plain way of Writing uſed here, and 
repeating the ſame things often, doth but argue 
honeſt limplicity, and. want. of guile, and un- 
willingnels to impoſc upon the World. in thoſe 
thar have, written theſe Books, and that thou h 
fome pallages, recorded, in them, ſeem” to Us {us 
perfluous, -and needlels,. As, thar of Facob, and 
Rachel, . and Leah, YEL! the Sacred Writer might 
have peculiax, and Fi weighty reaſons for it; 
and deſign, it as an; All cgory, tO repreſent {ome 
other Myſtery, as,..we {6s St. Paul affirms; 'of 

Alraham:and Sarah, and, Bs Gala. 

Ang, as Conſideration W fould chale tr [n- 
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a rt rhings the WE 

: T R I Reaſon; ha Us 
jel ly. "hhis iS, "it. 1akes. them break ”Jelts 
On,. chas, whigly, TE, "opght to, bow.to, and 
{pcak teh \'8 of thoſe lyſteries; Whith'r& 
quire and,. challenge. rhetr ; greareſt* yeſterath 
on, .; : 
This 6a is the Rely, Which makes the 
ſenſual nnd ueltio! angt hat World, He! Gons 
ſigers, nor, W Ws, a {OB} ge A * Fry 'S Irit ky 
within, him, nor how Np xobab it is." rhar the 
rational part of humlelf a ; thin ecrainly + 
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ſtin& from his Body, and which conſiſts not of 


- 


matter capable of cotrtptibhi, : and cxn{ volan- 


rarily move it (elf, and'rhink? which'mitrer cats" 
not do) © ſhould ' periſh. "48" rlie Bedf8of the 
Field ; wauld he” bur "corifider how” this” Notis 
en of an aſter-rerriburion 1s ſpread all. the” {o- 
berer Weld over ; hd though” afl-*de& for 


agree'in the'mangiet of theSouls {arviving; {bme* 
being -for Ihpinighdoch, as Pythagor#s, and 
the Brachpanes in. the Zaaies; others for its" at 
ho . 10, > Gr 1b Rey 2 $1/ WP, LETT. h 
ing in an airy Velucle, during the ' ſtate" of 56s, 
aration, ' yet © moſt free in this)! Whatever 
oubtful expreſſions ' nnght” drop” tromm Sorrates, 
Seneca, and others, that it's ſenfible*cither of 
God's Love;' or' heavy” Diſpleafare, 'and'irs 'na- 
rure Immortal } And*® certainly this Neortion 
muſt have , a- beginning ; tfomerhing'or 'other 
did occaſion it in Mens Minds ; the-ufual Plea; 
thax Politicians ' did invent” ir, to reftrain' Men 
from ſecret Villanies; © which they- ſay preſent 
putiiſhments would not do, ſeems to be'ftragge- 
ly impertinent ;* for not to mention, that there 
was never any Hiſtory in the World;* thit we 
could hear of,* that gave'us''an account of fiick 
a thing,, or of the beginning of it, we-eatindt 
{uppole, rliat rheſe” Politicians;'if they were 
wile Men, and expected to ſee the fruit of thieir* 
Izbours, would ever have adventur'd*ro"plant 
this Notion of a future Judgment in Mens un- 
detitandings, had nor they either believed} aid 
beca perſuaded, that there was' a poliibility of 
fich at atcet-cecriburion, and that the' Nottort 
U 3 Was 
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was very ſutable, and agreeable to Man's Req- 
{oa ; of. oblery'd, that there was in moit Men 
a very great inclination to believe it, elle they 
might as well have perſuaded the World, that 
black is white, or that it's better to be blind, 
than to ſee; Maxims,which would have expos'd 
them ro. {corn and contempt. And whence 
ſhould this ſutableneſs of rhe Notion to Man's 
Reaſon, or that ealie cloſing of the Soul with 
the Notion, or Men's readine\s to embrace the 
Notion, 11pon the firſt. hearing of ir, come? 
Wheace can all this be, but from the ſtamp 
and impreilion che great Creator hath made on 
the Hearts of Men, when firſt he gave them a 
Being in the World nor can we think 6 
mean of this firſt Cauſe, as to ſuppoſe, that he 
made this. Notion 1o futable ro the rational 
Soul of Man, or enqdued the Souls of Men with 
a pronenels: to entertain, it, without there had 
beca really ſuch a thing, as a future retributy 
on ; | ciſe.3t would follow, that this Supreme 
Being had given us a proneneſs, to believe a 
Lye, or a thing, which is nor, and conſequent 
ly...impos'd, and, put, a, cheat upon his crea* 
tures, which is equally abſurd, and blaſphe- 
moaus, 

Nor..could melancholy Men be the fill 
broachers of it, as is pretended by ſome ; for 
we do not find, thar melancholy Fancies do or- 
dinarily ipread ſo much. Should a Melancho-, 
lick Man iancy a Country, where Men go upon 


their Heads, and write a very large Book colt” 
cerning 
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cernins the Situation, Nature, Temperature, 
Manners, Cuſtoms of it ; Who would give credit 
to his deſcription 2 He that fancies'he ſees ſuch 
and ſuch-things in the Air, or in his Houle, or 
entertains Notions, that are out of the common 
road, gets bur very few to imitate, or to follow 
him,or'to think as he doth, Bur this belief of an 
afrer-retribution, takes polleſſion of the Greateſt 
1nd Learnedſt Men, 'nay; the moſt airy Conſti- 
rutions embrace it, Men' of all Complexions,and 
Tempers imbibe and cheriſh ir, and rhey cannot 
ſtand our againſt the Notion, it appears fo re4> 
ſonable ; {o rhar ſtill we muſt have recourſe to 
him that firſt made Man, and made this Notion 
i agreeable to his Reaſon ; and this he wonld 
not, could nor, have done, if ſuch a rhing had 
never been intended ; and though Apparitions; 
Ghoſts, and SpeAtes are laughr ar by ſome, is 
Dreams; and QUulleries; yer that doth not cons 
troul the experience of Judicious and unbyaſfd 
Men. in all ages, who have both cen; and 
ſpoken ' with thoſe Inhabirants of rhe other 
Warld, and receiv'd from thence very dtead- 
ful accounts of its retriburtions. 

Would the {en{ual Wretch but ruminate uport 
theſe circumſtances, rhe Conſideration would 
confound his fooliſh Principles, and childiſh 
Concluſions ; would he bur take time ro conſis 
der, how hard a martrer ir is, ro eradicare this 

otion'ourt of the Mind: after it hath once ta» 
Ken root there, what pains ſotne daring Men are 
to:c'd to ule, to lift, or <je this Principic our 
U 4 ot 
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of their Souls ; how they are forc'd,,to .drink, 
and ſwear, to be.rid of it; how-they mult tum 
Beaſts, ro, unman; themſelves, turn-Day into 
Night, and Night into Day, careſs;all ſorts of 
Temptations, make themſelves. Slaves, to their 
Luſts, court. the. vileſt - of.; Mankind, feck our 
jovial Sociery, run through. a perfect Diſcipline 
of Vice, are” afraid; to,.be- alone, are ever ina 
hurry, dare not make uſe ,of,, their Rcealon, are 
forc'd ro baniſh ail ſerious, Thoughts, are. cons 
ſtrained ro.enterrain all;thar's. light /and frothy; 
encourage,them(elves, in,'nothing but ſenſualj- 
ty, avoid all.ſober and grave Ditcourſes, -be.al- 
ways 1n, the noile of Drums and, Trumpets, [ 

mean, in [theinoile of Idle. Tales, and: Divertiſc- 
ments, damp all the checks of their own-Cons 
ſciences, read Plays-and, Romances, and: bulic 
themlelves about thing” buczrifles, chings/that 
School- boys would be athamed of, -and all this 
x6, T9ot 'OUT this, 0ne. poor+ Notion. of, .an/Aﬀer- 
Judgment; and yet whenthey have done all this, 
debauclyd their virtuous Principles,  xuin'd.Na- 


ture, . dethron'd their Reaſon,* made 'themlclyes 


greater Slaves to the Devil. potlibly, . than the 
Devil. would. have.them. to: be, they cannot .y0* 
rally, baniſh, it, jr, will .come again, .and fright 
them; and, the Notion ſticks 1o cloſe, :s 10 ris 
vetted. igro. the . Soul, rhat neither the. Blood of 


the Grapes,.nor all rhe Frolicks and Mexriments, 


they. can think of, nor all the. Milſtrelles, and 
Scrumpers in. the World, can.torally. blot and 
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[Would he but conſider all this;: an/eafie mat» 
ter would make him -conclude; If: there  bemo 
ſach:ithing; | and: nothing but: Education: I pro« 
daces _ caules thoſe weedleſs Pe are A 
of. an-Afﬀter-Judgment ; ,Then why: 1s 4 {o hard 
2 thatter to eradicate this nothing? It's. true; 
Supetitition is-as -hard:to.get out of : the Bones, 
as this Notion ; butiſigce"1ic as for'this! Notion 
ſake,.thari Men- embrace Superſtition, [the que- 
ſtion' may -lawfully.,.be : ask'd.: Qne. would 
think, if-ir ſtandsifor a Cypher only; ir ſhould 
be, no: hard. matter: to unravel-Education ; for 
a. Vice, .I{ce, though it; become-a;:{econd Nas 
ture,: may be. unlearnt by.degrees; but this No- 
tion of ah ;After-Judgment, though 'the- Sinner 
may, ſuppreſs, and {mother! it for lome-time, yer: 
that it,{thould break. our again,,and! when:thie' 
Wretch: thinks he, hath conquer'd, :it;z thould re- 
turg,with greater violence, nay, beat {o--much 
{tronger upon: the Mind, by how.” much more a: 
Man.itrives to.-put.ic-out, as if. it wauld;nor be: 
denied,} and -would'haye admittance in deſpight 
of all oppoſition, and: mock'd. all, rhe weapons 
thatNature, and rhe Wit of Man can-uſe againſt. 
it... This (ure makes it,more than probable, that 
it 45 a;Plant, which,God himſelf hath,planted in 
the Soul, "y 

Richard, the,.!Third-cared for Religion as lit- 
tle as any, Mag jn thei World could do, nay, his 
Murthers, Bloodiheds,Wrongs, Injuries he did, 
and which, wete ſo familiar to him, ſhew, he 
neither, bcliey'd zanother World, nor dreaded 

it 
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it4 yet the night before Boſmorth- Field; lhe 
dream't, thar all the Devils in Hell were gnay: 
ing and tearing of him, which did not 4 little 


diicompoſe him: when he awaked. Indeed; faith 


the Hiſtorian, This was not ſo much a Dream, 
25 an Evil Conſcience, which foreboded an'll. 
revenging Arm, as ſoon as his Soul ſhould'tn; 
ter into the Region of Spirits. | 

Would the Sinner confider- with himſelf, f 
believe there is.a God, and I cannot but alloy 
thar God imparrial Juſtice. ' 'To deny him. this, 
is-ro deny him perfeRion, and conſequently to 
deny his'Being ; for the Notion of God, ims 
plies ablolure Perfeftion'; 'If this God be Juſt, 
How thall 1 judge of his Juſtice? I have no 
orher Rule to go by, bur that Juſtice, which all 
Mankind believes to be Juſtice. If God be 
our Governour, (as certainly none hath greater 
right co it, becauſe in him we live, and breath; 
and have our Being) he-cannot bur be a righte- 
ous Governour ; and how can he be a rightes 
ous Governour, without diſtributive Jultice; 
without making a juſt difference by Rewards 
and Puniſhments, berween the Obedient and 
Diſobedient 2 And when i fee God makes no 


Juit ditierence in this Lite, by Rewards and Pu- 


niihments, berween theſe thar ſerve him; and 
thole that delpile, and contemn his Will ; What 
can 1 conclude, bur char he intends ro make 1t 
in the [;{&its' come, or after this Life is ended? 
Which way. he intends todo it, though it 15 not 


matcrial-tor me to know, yet finding my Sout' 
capable 
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capable of Joy and Miſery here, of Peace - and 
Anguiſh, I can eaſily conceive, that this Soul 1 
carry within me, will be tie principal tubje&t of 
the Joys, or Miferies, hereafter.” He is moſt cer- 
rainly able to preſerve that Soul, which he hath 
made capable of being govern'd by Moral Laws 
and Precepts, and to be wrought upon by Mo- 
ral perſualions into obedience-to his Laws; he 
is moſt certainly able, 1 ſay, to Keep our Souls 
in being, even when they leave the Earthly 
Tabernacle of their Bodies, and to puniſh, or-re- 
ward, them according to their Works ; theſe 
Souls being the principal Agents in good, or 
evil : And he that was able to create the Bo- 
dy, is certainly able to raiſe it again, and unite 
it to the Soul, that ſo both may participate of 
the ſame Fare. Nay, the neceſſity of theie af- 
rer-rewards and punuhments, enforce” a neceffi« 
Y, at lcaſt, of God's preſerving the Soul for 

eſe rewards and” puniſhments; and what way 
ſoever God hath to preferye our intelleQtual 
part after death, it's enovgh to me, or to'any 
rational Man, that according to the Notion and 
apprehenſion we have of Juſtice, he cannor be 
Juſt, without he dath preſerve it, either ior re- 
ward, cor puniſhment. 

For, that God doth nor ſufficiently reward 
and puniſh Men in this life, daily expericace 
gives me fufficient teſtimonies. "Lhe wickedeſt 
of Men are, very often, the greateſt in” the 
World; and thoſe that oppreſs tuch as truly 
fear God, {wim' in all manner of pleary, and 
cale, 
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Eaſe, -and Riches, and Honour. _ And though; 
ir's true, that ſuch Men have ſickneſs, and dis, 
yet-thoſe are things common to good and had, 
and can be thought no juſt difterencing retri- 
butions. Thoſe that make it their buſineſs tg 
oblerve God's Laws, labour to approve theme 
ſelves his moſt obedient Subjects, and his moſt 
faithful Servants, ordinarily ſuffer great inju- 
ries, are unjuſtly arraign'd, condemn'd, execu- 
ted, undergo, tortures of cruel. mockings, of 
{courgings, of bonds, of impriſonments, wits 
neſs the Saints'of the three firſt Centuries, who 
with all their ſtrictneſs, and circumſpect walks 
ing with God, got. nothing . viſibly, but Gibs 
bets, and Gallows, and Racks and Wheels, and 
Flames, and Tortures, and Dungeons z And 
their, Accuſers, or Judges, may be, have all that 
heart can wiſh z,,4heir Eyes ſtand out with fats 
neſs, , neither are-they. plagued like other Men, 
or. if they be ſometimes atflicted, the affliction 
iS not at all EE to the horridnels of the, 


a 

crimes they commit;.. . . 7: wy 
- How gently, do many. of. theſe Monſters did 
upon their Beds, no Lamp. expires ,more ets 
ſurely, than their bxeath, while the orher, that 
mecitates in God's Law, day. and night, dics 
with diſgrace and ſhame, or is moſt barbarqully 
murther'd, and butcher'd. ,Can»F look, upon 
all thel@ paſlages, and occurrences, and not con* 
clude. another World , I muſt either con? 
clude, there is no. Governor of the , World, or 


if there be one, that Governor wall certainly: 


find a time, if not here, yet hereafter. to yr” 
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ft his Juſtice, to reward the Trificent, and x6 
puniſh thoſe rhar bid defiance t6 Heaven.” It 
was* therefore rationally faid-of Frederict "the 
Emperour, hearing, that a Nobleman,”ifi ont'of 
his' Provinces," a' "Man who 'had-denied hitnfelf 
hothing, thar'his ſenſual Appetite did crave, 4is 
vetall his rime, ſo far as msNature was able to 
bear it, in Glutrony, Drunkennels, Forgicationz 
Adultery; Oppreſſion, Injiſtice/ end had/com- 
mitted ſeveral Murthers 'too,” and had” never 
been ſick, and died at laſt after - Ninety five 
years abode in the World, of niere old Age; quis 
ly, ſoftly, without" any paiti;- or diſturbance3 
That either there muſt; be- no''God, or thers 
tuft be "another 'World, - where -rhis -licentioug 
Wrerch muſt be-puniſh'd, © och 77 geen ont 
Either Man ts 'a nobler Creature that's 
Beaſt, or he is nor-;'if he be not; what 'means his 
Realon, his''Speech, his- Power'to-expteſs his 
Mind!and to examine the Nature, Manner, Ends; 
Cauſes, and deſigns of all things, his 'Dominion 
over'all' rhe Beaits of the Earth,&c. If the be, 
we muſt' nor affirm that of -him, "which willers 
cinly” declare him more miſerable” than *the 
Beaſts; whole Spirits*-go downwards.  'If there 
be no other | World, 'no Judgment -to-come,/ ins 
Aﬀer-rerburion ; *Why 'is Mah polieſted [with 
the fear of it 2 This-fear-is'a' thing of that con« 

fkequence,' and hath {6 great" an influence port 

Men” tives, that from that fear, acvorditig.3es 
Creatur&s are cither poſſels'd with” it, or want 
3t, they*may juſtly -be called,- cither happyy or 

ara ME miſerable. 
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miſerable. Beaſts, I ſte, are. not capable gf 
theſe fears, and, conſequently cannot be, gis 
ſturb'd. with the apprehenſion of ſuch thingy, 
and therefore mult neceſſarily be more hapyy 
and nobler Creatures, than Men, who are nat 
only. capable, of ſuch apprehenſions, bur, by ; 
natural-inſtin&, teed, and cheriſh ſuch thought 
as.theſe. _ 
And. can, there be any thing more, abſurd, 
thanto call an Ox, or Lion, or Elephant, ano- 
bler Creature than Man? [and yet this, mult 
neceſſarily follow, if there be no. other World, 
Man: would be. the moſt miſerable Creature in 
the World, being ſo apt to be tormentgd with 
thoſe fears,if he Yid die into annihilation ;; And 
he might juſtly wiſh himſelf a Beaſt, and la 
ment, that God had pur ſuch a clog to alliis 
Delights and Merriments, and accule his Maker 
of | injuſtice, or Cryelcy, for frighring, or pol 
ſelling him: with fears of that which never was, 
nor iS, nor will be. | 
_ Such Conliderations, and pauſing upon the 
point in cool, blood, would moſt certainly, {a 
tishe any rational, impartial Man, and deliver 
him from haiting berween two Opinions, and 
conyince- him, that he doth nor ceale to. be 
when he dies, that there is a juſt Judge, that 
he will in a ſhort time. find jt by wotul expe: 
rience, if a {crious return ro God preyeunr it 
not, and that when the yolly ſinner þaniſhes 
all.Thoughts and Contemp ations of this nature, 
from his Mind, /he turns Moglter, Changeling, 
| ad | | 
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Devil, nay, worſe than Deyil, for : the Devils 
believe a World ro come, and tremble ; and 
it's-merely wane of Conſideration makes: him 
% | f | 

4. The ſame. defect makes him wander -at 
the 'malapertne(s, and'jmpertinence- of Divines, 
that, in every Sermon almoit, pronounce Eter» 
nal flames, to be a due and juſt puniſhment fog 
Temporal Sins. | } 
;Ler:the vain Man bur call his Thoughts tos 
gether, and ſummon his Underſtanding, to take 
2 view of (uch Topicks, as theſe. Why ſhouldT 
think it incongruous go God's Juſtice, to puniſh 
Sins committed here, with an Eternity af pain 
and anguiſh > Hath not he power to do with 
his own what he picaſerh > May not he affcight 
ſtubborn ſinners wich what puniſhment he hath 
a mind to? lt is. nor eyery infiemity, every ac: 
cidental error, every ingnorance, &very lictle 
faulr that this Etcrnity of anguiſh is: chreatned 
to, but a wilful ignorance, cuſtomary Sinning, 
ſtubborn Diſobeqzence , habitual Rebellion, 
Had Ia Servant, to whom 1 were as kind as 
to:my- own Chiid, whom I had rais'd our of the 
Cuit, and heap'd innumerable Fayours upon; 
and. ptomis'd all my Eſtare to, after ſome few 
years lervice ; and thould that Servanr, inſtead 
of Honouring me, Deſpiſe me, wherever he 
comes; initead of Obeying me, Laugh at:my 
reatonable Commands ; inſtead+..of Working 
Play his time away ; inſtead of going to- rhe 
Place 1 ſend him to, run to Brothel-houſes;. or 
LEES 4 ze” ; 4 Taverns ; 
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Taverns; - inſtead of loving me; hare* me} ing 
affrone me; :ſ{light bothv2my: actual kindneilt, 
and my*fucure tmies;} and notwichitandingimy: 
continual exhortations to another courſe @f 
life, continue 'wilfully::inhe> way heohath be 
gun, merely -ro- grarifie.lfis:fooliſh Luſtsjtahd 

he:is:conyinc'd 'teoiofithe unreaſonable 
neſs'of his:doings, knows' it: is ingratirudeliy 
the higheſt rm-m.4 and yer will beguilrpefit} 
ant! whenche! might doudrhetwile, only ourlof 
malice, and'ro. vindicate/his' own humour;'lig 
falves againlt itz». What zpuniſhmenr- can; cher 
beeoo great for fuch aWeeeclv23;1 it - 
ni;Were this mitic;\or my Neighbours' scaſd, Me 
fhronld cenaintyrgoon tuck :ai Monſter; al 
the.torrures#tharsfeveritycaminvent, or atiflicÞy 
andiwhy ſhould I -have' any: hard Thoughts'vf 
Gad, for puniilhing 'the-fermers: ingratirucioanith, 
Eternal pain oriuts, am-ingratitude 1o-greaxj/all 
things conſider'd;'i chat rhe -worſt rerurns be! 
Maw :can make to» another, catinor ſufficichtly 
expreſs the ichorror! and vilencs' of itzcand 
though God” ought tro berJook'd upon} 452 
Being of hifnice Loveand Benignity® to'his 
Creatures; yer, what a'Monſter:doth he:make 
himſelf;-thar' crows dirt _—_ infinite Beauty, 
and:Excelleney 2" 

God, for! "tom I:ſce;cin condemalay wilful 
Sinners to Erdrnat miſery,” gives them but their 
qwn-choice ; >ands:if that- old: Saying be" true, 
Holenti non fu injaria, To him'that's willing, 6a 
be done - no injury; God certainly: cannor'be Wn 
' cu 
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tuſed- of cruelty, for: be: gives the ſtubborn ſin- 
ner)bur -thar, which: he \d1d-deliberarely pitch 
upon,/ and affected; and rhough:no Man doth 
ordindrily -chuſe. puniſhmene, much Jeſs  ever- 
laſting calamity, for-its/;own-felf; yet-as long 
as they do, with! vehemenc atieftion, long at- 
ter that, |which-hath +chis, calamity inicparably 
annext;; We- juſtly. ſyppole that they agree to 
ſuffer the calamiry, as:-well /as ro-enjoy the 
thing;-»which'is che [orhers: inſeperable-compa- 
nion. \ -He:thar is:certain, that rhe-{mell of ſuch 
dn Herb, or. Flower, is poilonous, and will. kill 
him; if /\notwirthftanding: this conviftion, he 
will ſmellro it, it's apparent that /he, makes 
choice; of his death and ruin; and: though © 
may be.teplicd, Thar:while the Sinner doth to, 
he 15{-no: berrer than diſtracted ;- and: who will 
punilh a -Mad-man for aftronting him? Yer iris 
tuch'a -magneſs, as he may cally curehimielt 
of, :if;he be; not- unwilling; and rhe: Madnets is 
the more inexcuſable,/becaufe Reafon is wilfuily 
turged out. of doors, and he rather feignes him- 
lelf mad: than is ſo. | 
There 1s not a: Sinner, that lives: under the 
Goſpel, bur he muſt know, that he. who doth 
hot practically believe-the Goſpel, or, which is 
all one; lives in wilful contempt of 'the Laws 
of the . Golpel, ſhall certainly be dama'd ; for 
the Golpel is fo full of rhete rhrearnings, thar 
he that doth bur come to any place, waere 
this! word of life is preach'd if he be nor deaf, 
mult necetiar.ly :car it 3 nay, it be wit: bue 
»e 4kE 
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make the leaſt enquiry, and ſer himſelfto cop. 
ſider ſeriouſly, whether that Goſpel be of God 
or no, he cannot bur find, that it is the: Son of 
Goa, even he, who can as ſoon loſe his being, 
as tell a lie, chat hath, with all the Proceſtati 
ons imaginable, rthreatned this everlaſting cop 
demnation to Men, that are reſolved to'pi 
{farisfaction of their Luſts, before all his wilt 
and wholelome Precepts. 

This being known by all, that have any#e- 
ſon or underſtanding, as much as-that Fay, 
or Burglary, is Death by the Lay, if in Celpigt 
of this knowledge, and perſuaſion, the hard- 
hearred Wretch will venture upon a life of 
diſobedience and contempr, ro which damnati 
on is in{eperably annext; and rather than leave 
off, will make God contradict himſelf, at can» 
trary to his threatnings, fallify his word, asif 
he intended not to do- what he faith': What 
can I think, but that the vain Man is in love 
with his own Erernal deſtruCtion ? 

In love with. it?: So one would think; that 
ſces him drive to everlaſting death, as furioully 
as Fehu did to Jezreel, and make more haſt to 
invade the Gates of Hell, rhe Elijah, for all 
his fiery Chariot, did, to get ro Heaven. © The 
Man that runs through Swords and Daggets, 
breakes down Walls and Fences, poiſons tae 
Principles of Sobriery, Providence hath lodg 


in his breaſt, ttrangles than kind Suggeſtions df 
his own Conlcience, cracks the bolts and bars |. 


of a virtuo'ss Education, fecks out Dang#5, 
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and precipitates himfelf into. them, and with 
the | noiſe of his Riot,,ſtrives to overe.,me the 
calls of 'the Holy Ghoſt. wirhin, defies all pre- 
ſent convictions, diſregards. the groans, and 
cries, and; tears, and wounds of a.crucified Sa» 
viour, . that would keep. him from, being un- 
done ;- yvanquiſhes God's methods to catch him 
into.,repentance; breaks. through all.,the pro- 
hibitions of the Goſpel, through, Vows; and 
Promiſes; . and. Sacraments, and . moſt ſolemn 
Engagements ; charges all the threatnings.o 
a,jealous God, and fights his way through Rocks 
of oppoſitions, and all ro.get to Hell and Dams 
nation, ſure makes that his choice ; and if ſo, 
God doth himno injury, in giveing him his.own 
hearrs delire. 

A Sheep or a Horle, certainly, can never 
counter ballance rhe life of a Man, How ſhould 
it, when Man is worth more than a World, 
and all things are put under his feer, all Sheep 
and Oxen, and the Beaſts of the held, rhe 
Fowls of tie Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
whatſoeyer,' pailes through the paths of the 
Sea? Yer he that knows he ſhall be hanged if 
he ſteal either, and will, in deſpight of the pe- 
nalty, venture, merely to, gratific his ſickly Fan- 
cy, juſtly ſuffers che punzthment, which ſeems. 
to bear no proportion with the things he ſtole; 
the juſtice of the Puniſhment is founded in the 
MalefaQors choice, and lo we find it in the caſe 
before us, the Bleiling and the Curle is laid be- 
tore the ſenſual Man; Life and Death are pros 
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poſed ro: him, he's put to his choice which 
thele he'l have? he freely and wilfully hoo 
ſes Death, and the Curſes, maugreall that God, 
or his Angels or his Miniſters can fay tothe com 
frary; and it's bur juſt, ſince he' thus fights# 
gainſt God, and ſeems "reſolved to croſs all 
God's endeavours to purifie and turfihim, and 
will have his wrath and indignation;/and ſcorhs 
his Mercy; God ſhould'let him have that Fir 
and Brimſtone, which is the portion ofthe Sins 
ner's Cup, and which he is {o very greedy ab 
ter, as if he were' afraid he ſhould never beſb 
happy, as to obtain or be Maſter of it. 
Indeed, the more I think of it, the more] 
find rhat it'is not God ſo mnch' that condemns 
him to Erernal Miſery, as the Sinner hinifelf 
'Tis he rhar's thus barbarous ro his own Soul, 
and adjudges himſelf to rhat worm whith'dies 
not. He Kitſes that conſuming Fire,as i it were 
the Light 'of God's countenance, and ſeems to 
envy "the Devils their unhappineſs, he dorh 16 
long to be a ſharer of ir. He fuatchts 'Danints 
tion out, of. the hands of God's Juſtice, and 
while God" offers ro keep it from him; "makes 
long. Arm to reach it. h 
God, Alas! doth what he can to'ſaye hini, 
his Bowels yearn over hira, and nothing would 
pleaſe him * more, © tha ro ſee his! penirential 
Tears. He is ready, with rhe g00d" Fathie, 
Luke 15. 20. to run; and to have compaliion 
on him, as toon as tr& doth bur reſolve*to leave 
the Kingdom of Darknels ; even that God, yr 
xvou! 
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would have all Men to be ſay'd; and come to 
che knowledge of the trurh : He waits tobe 
gracious, and juſtly expects, that the Vineyard, 
on which he hath befiowed great colt and 
pains, ſhould bring-forth Grapes. He doth 
not-afflict che Children of Men willingly, he 
delights not in their Tortures, he'dehorts and 
diſcourages them from being accetfiory to their 
own' Ruin. He profeſles, that in all their afflicti- 
on he is ited and that when he doth afflict 
them, it is becauſe there is no likely way be- 
ſides'ro bring them to a ſenſe of their Duty. 
He gives them time and ſpace to repent, he ca- 
reſles them with his Heaven ; he can do no lets 
in juſtice, - than prepare a Hell for the ſtuborn 
offender, this is the only way to vindicate the 
honour of his Law ; but then he would have 
him-ſhun that 7opher, and walk inthe way that 
leads to. life, and promiſes him to rejoyce over 
his repentance, and to crown his {crious endea- 
yours with all that's rich and glorious. All the 
Mercies, Aflictions, Judgments, Providences he 
ſends upon him, are to-difſuade him from waik- 
ing in;.the- way to deſtruftion ; he wooes the 
proud Creature to his dying day, and ſtands 
between him and Eternal anguith,-. while the 
Wretch ſaucily thruſts the Eternal God away, 
and- will ſtorm the fatal-Gare ; God. would hold 
him, but he breaks laoſe-from hium;zand flings 
himſelf: into; the Devil's arms ; and-then ſure ir 
1s not God-{o much that condemns him to-eyer- 
laſting-horror and anguiſh, as himſelf,” 
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Bur-if it were not fo, that there'is ſuch a pu- 
niſhmenr rhreatned in the Goſpel, 1s heyond 
diſpute. All the Evangeliſts, all che Apollles 
of our Lard, and what 1s more, our Lord hin» 
{elf ſpeak of it, and knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, they warn every Man. and his threat: 
ning, to be ſure, is not like the Ceremonial 
Law, which was but a ſhadow of things to 
come, and fo fell of itſelf, when the {ubltance 
appeared, In this rhreatning there are no Types, 
and therefore we cannot look for no abolition; 
this is God's percmptory determination, this 
way he is unalterably'refolv'd ro proceed, and 
moſt certainly God 'is not a Man,'that ſhould 
lie, or a Son of Man that he ſhould: repeat; 
His Word- is engaged, and the Honour of his 
Veracity concern'd, to {cc this threatning exe 
cuted ; ſhould God diſpenſe with it, it would 
follow, that God cither did not know what 
he did, when he made this Sanction, 'or that he 
repents of ir as unjuſt, or that he did not fore: 
{ce the inconveniences, which were like to els 
ſuc upon - the execution of this rhreatning, all 
which conſequences are montſtroully abſurd and 
unrealonablc: (5) 14 

' The terms and conditions, upon which Eret: 
nal Salvation is ofter'd, -are ſo tcalonable, | 
{ojuſt, and/1 may fay, fo caſie, that rhe wilful 
peglet of. themdelerves no leſs, than lols of rhe 
great Salvation God offers: Eaſe rhey are, molt 
certainly, compared' with the laborious ſervice 
of the Devil, caſie to him” rhat is experimen 
_ acquainted* with the love of God, and 
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hath taſted rhe ſweetneſs of Communion with 
God ; calic to him, that through long practiſe 
hath made them narural ro himſelf, made them 
part of his temper, and riveted them into his 
very inclinations ; Were the conditions God 
requires, in order to everlaſting Bliſs, attended 
with unconquerable difficulties ; did. God re- 
quire a thouſand Rivers of Oyl, or the Sacri- 
tice of our Firſt-born, or dragging the Cattle 
upon a thouſand Hills to his Alter ; did he res» 
quire us to wade through ſtinking Dicches full 
of Leeches, and yenomous Creatures, as the 
Enemy of Mankind is faid to adviſe ſome of 
the Indians; did he enjoyn us toſuffer our- 
ſelves to be cruſh'd to death under Chariot- 
wheels, as ſome of the Heathens of /ndoſtan dq, 
out of reſpect of their Idol Fagannath ; indeed 
then, . to neglect this promi{'d felicity, would 
admit of {ome excule, the difficulty of the en- 
terprize would qualifie the Crime, and the omil- 
ſion be capable of fome ſlight Apology. 

But when God requires no more but a pra» 
Qical Belief, and ſubmiſſion to thoſe Rules, His 
Son came down fram Heaven to teach us, the 
obſervance whereof advances -our Temporal In- 
terelt, as well as our Spiritual ; keeps us in 
health, and in god temper, makes us live 
quietly and contentedly, evcn in this preſent 
World, where the duty is profit, and obedience 
brings its preſent reward with it, rhere to ſlight 
an incorruptible Crown of Glory, common rea» 
fon will tell us, that we juſtly looſe it.” He thas 
Will not accept of the grateſt Treaſure imagis 

XA 4 na- 


292 Ehc Gz7at Law 


nable, / iff he may havye-ir bur for'asking ; we 
our {elves :confels it's: piry: he ſhould-ever enjoy 
it; and then, when nothing : but . good Mans 
ners are required, no dcath; bur that of our 
Extravagancies, no flaying of Beaſts; except ir 
be- our luſts, no off-ring; but the Calves of our 
lips. no Sacrifice, but that of Prayer'and Thankf 
giving, and ſelf re{1gnartionis all che trouble, God 
deſires us to be at, in order to endleſs Felicity; 
the condition being {o facile, ſo'equitable, we 
cannot, if we our {elves were to be the Judges, 
bur acknowledg , that. we 'deſerve never to 
polleſs it, if we deſpite or neglect {© reaſonable 
a condition: 

The high qualiry of the perſon offended, 
ccrtainly, makes a fault -the greater ? he that 
kills a King,«commits a greater crime, than he 
that kills'/a” Peaſant 3" and 4f the Dignity of the 
perſon injur'd.aggravares.the Sin, it 'may jultly 
aggravate the gwilr and puniſhment too.” And 
therefore he thac hath'atfronted his'Prince and 
Soveraign; deſerves to"'lie in-Goal longer than - 
he that. hath wrong'dhis equal or inferior ; and, 
conſequently; he "'thar offends , and wilfully, 
without need, and maliciouſly, and for many 
years, and- in: defpight of all the Courrſhip of 
God's Minifters ro leave/ off; oftends an Infinite, 
Eternal; Tnecomprehenſible -God ; 'Why ſhould 
nor the-oftence;amoynr to-a demerit of Infinite 
and/Eternal-puniſbments?*Cerrtain' it is; that the 
obitinate Sinner (fhiphts aw Eternal redemption, 
and had he! liv'd "tor eyer; he would; without 
all- peradvenrure, /' had finn'd for Frey 
, $3 0: 5:4, | +: 7 | & RT !NCC 
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fnce the Man that would have commitred 
Treaſon, is deſervedly Executed for Treaſon; 
why ſhould not he ſuffer Erernally; who if he 
had liv'd here to all Eternity, would have'af- 
fronted God, and- abuſed him to/all Ercrnity* 2 
The more I refle&t on the nature -of Sin, the 
more- dreadful it appears to me.'' Beheld with 
a careleſs eye, it appears tobe only ati infirmity 
of Nature, a. ſlight wound 'of the Soul, a {mall 
crack in that tranſparent gla(s-+But taking'a 
view of its boldnefs,'{auſineſ(s; and. Infolence,4 
find how ir threatens Heaven: If | think *of 
God's Wiſdom, I ſee how Sin conttouls that as 
if God. had made very fooliſh Laws to goverri 
Mankind by : IfT ruminate on God's Power, f 
lee how (in mocksrhax, as if all his threathings 
were bur Bugbears,:and God did 'threaten-niore 
than he could ' perform : It lcaft'my eye upon 
God's truth, and Veracity, {ce how fin would 
make him a Liar, changeable, unfaithful;ineon- 
{tant ro himſelf : If I take a view of his Juſtice; 
I {ee how ſin would daſh 'and aboliſh ir; for 
in that it makes the Sinner hope for impunity; 
when | he hath 'affronred his Maker, as\mueh 
as he can, whar "doth it, |but'enervate Gods 
a. + ens ſhake off God's * Government; 
and prompt the Sinner to- reſiſt; andifight* with 
him, whole 'Eyes are like flames of Hire} and 
whoſe Feer are as Braſs glowing in a Furtfaces 
and ' that ſuch a continual contempr of "the AK 
mighty, ſhould - juſtly, and deſervedly; putt 
down perpetual -tortnents, is 'a thing norat all 
Contrary - 20 tealony*Nay; for ought I'ſee/'the 
| SY = 0 
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Sinner mak<s nothing of Erernal damnation 
while he lives here ; the loſs of 59 or 100/. 
ſhall fright him more than-Everlaiting bani(h- 
ment from rhe gracious Preſence of Almighty 
God, whereby he racirly confelles, that the Pu- 
niſhment is very flight and inconſiderable ; and, 
Whar w:ong doth God do him, in inflicting a 
Puniſhment upon him, which, by his ownac- 
knowledgment, is 1o trivial and to ſlight, that 
he'll fooner indure ir, than the loſs ot a Friend 
or Relation, nay, many times wiſhes for itin 
his common diſcourſe, as if it were ſome plea 
fyre to {ce Eternal Flames about his Ears ; and 
though this may be called inadverrency, yetis 
ir {ſuch an inadvertency, as will make the Sit- 
ner bluſh one day, and clear the Almighty, 
who inflitts no more upon him, than a Flea 
bire,for it {ſeems he makes no more of it, either 
m his cthoughts or expreſſions, 

How ſoon would | Conſideration of {ſuch 
Arguments, as theſe, undeceive the Worldly 
wretch, that talks, he knows not what, when he 
finds fault wich, God's dooming carelefs, wilful, 
obſtinarce Sinners, to unquenchable fire 2, But 
its want of Conſideration, makes his Diſcourle 
fo looſe, and wanton. Ir's this makes him em- 
brace every little conjecture about rhe-ſhort- 
neſs of Hell torments, before rhe ſolid Argir 
ments, that evince an Erernity of God's diſplear 
ſure againſt ſtubborn Sinners : Ir's this makes 
him prefer -a May-be, before a Real known 
Truth, and the Man that makes ſport with E- 


ternal miſery, ſhall þe more acceprable oo 
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ny to him, than the graveſt, and moſt judici- 
ous Divine, whoſe reaſons he cannot an{wer. 
Alas! did the Drunkard, when he comes.to 
himſelf again, Smite upon his Thigh, and ſay, 
What. have I done how odious is this Vice F 
indulge my ſelf in » How like a Baſt do Llive? 
How unworthy of that Reaſon which the wiſe 
Creator hath beſtowed upon me 2 How unwors 
thy of thoſe Mercics I daily enjoy? How would 
many of the ſober Heathens haye {corned'a 
Temptation to ſuch a ſm What a firange 
Creature would ſuch a Man as Zena, the !Hea-» 
then Philoſopher, have raken me to be, had-he 
ſcen me ſo diforder'd, who reproved Antigonus 
ſo ſharply for this excels 2 What follies and 
extravagancies doth it involve me in. How do 
I proſtitute, and expoſe myſelf ro the contempt 
and ſcorn of Men that known me2 How can T 
hear the Apoltle proteſt, tharno Drunkard ſhall 
enter into the kingdome of God, and go on! 
Will not God take an account one day, and 
examine, how I have ſpent my time, and can 
I ſpend it worſe, than by exceeding irrational 
Creatures in ſenſuality » What brute, but 2 
Swine, would dilorder itſelf, as I do my Body? 
What can I plead in excuſe of ſo foul a Crime? 
Shall I plead Natural Inclination, when no» 
thing is @ greater diſgrace to. my Nature than 
this fin 4 Shall I, ſay, 1 am tempred tot. when 
my yielding to; the Temptation- argues. the 
greater weakneſsand pulillanimity > Shall I pres 
tend cuſtom, when. 1 cannor look upon the pi- 
ure of a Drunken Man without dereſtation ng 
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And'can I act that folly, which '1 cannet hut 
abhor in 'Portrairure 2 How ridiculons dog 
even my drunken Companion feem' to me, if 
either Sickneſs, or ſome other Accidenr,- hath 
for ' a certain time kept me'ſober 2 To'ſe1 
Creature endow'd with a Soul, which Devils 
efivy, transformed into a ſtrange ſpedtacle,'a 
Mad-man rather than a Chriſtian ;' his Face 
pale, / his Eyes ſ{well'd, his Body reeling, his 
Mouth railing, flandering and abuſing both 
God ana his Neighbour ; his Reſolutions'dd- 
perate, his Intentions evil, his ſenſual Appetit 
lawleſs .and ungovernable ; his Defires* hafes 
vious and ynclean, his Actions diſorderly, '&. 
Fo ſee fodiſmal a ſight makes'me admire, when 
my Reaſon is clear, how its poſſible for Men'to 
beſo wicked and' fooliſh, and yer do I wilfully 
fall into thar; the odiouſneſs whereof movesmy 
Anger and my Wonder? How far greater's 
the Glory of the Rechabites, than of the'Sody 
mites? And had not I better be conimended 
with the *Abſtemious Demeſthenzs, Diocles, Fr 
lemon, and the Carthaginians 'of old, chan te 
proached - with the loole and intemperate 4#4 
rreen, Melantthon, Heraclides, Tiberius, and Tuch 
Monſters of Mankind, who valued themſelves 
upon their excefſives Draughts, and rejoyc'dmn 
Drink more, than in the moſt 'virtuous qualit- 
cations ?Is this' renouncing the Devil and all 
his works, as'T'vowed to 'do in Baptiſm 2-18 
this adorning the Goſpel of my Saviour, as my 
profeſſion'tequires? If 1 fear'nor Hell-fire, Why 
do"not T- fear imporeriſhing of my ſelf and'Fa- 
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tily:? How do'!T' diſpoſe myſelf for atl-mati- 
ner-of ſin, by this Enormity:?: -W hat: ctime'is 
there rhar I am nor fir for, when-my reaſons 
overwhelmed with Drink ? ' How 'do'-I ethbezel 
the' Gifts of | God; wherr 1 abulehis/Creatures 
thus >» How do'k pervertthe end:of God's Bounk 
ty; when 1 make-thatto ruin and deſtroy my 
Nature, which was intended ro/-preferve it? 
What 'difficuley; | is--rhere in:leavirig/lo grols a 
yice,' which/ithreatens (0-1 much miſcheitcland 
niſcty'> Need/-people be::exhorted: roprovidte 
for: cheir owntatery:i2 Need they 1advicesor 
counſel ro do good to/themfelves+' 1s:1r fackia 
plealure to make aPond of: my/Body 2 -Isir-tach 
a pleaſurerobelaught-ar byralb that maid 
tairySobtiery »:Whar hurr harti-God cyer!dotic 
me;/thar- 1 ſhoatd:thus wiifully affronc hint / 
how-ſoon might I vanquiſt[this Siny if EF would 
if.go0d-carneftveſolvero be'allucred by my old 
Companions nomete?” Ands why thould:they 
be 'dearcr - ro:me7p\than my God, my-Soul,: and 
a'\godd- Cofficietice'?: Will:rheſe: Companions 
{ave me, when I come-todie” Wilbit notbeifar 
More comfortable/ro haveinonewf this load ro 
burthea and -oppreſs- mp!'Soulzi!Whar if God 
ſhould trike- me-dead'in a drunken fivs Doh 
not Dzwes, hiscallinig for a-drop' of /'Warter ro-coot 
his burning Toigue, ' aflright me? - How ©:doL 
prepare for Dileates by -this-vice 2 And. if there 
were no Hell, noJudgment:to come, . how-thould 
the Diſaſters, which atrend chistmy* diſcourages 
me? Whar if 1 ſhowld drop'down 1n {ucit apos 
ſire, and avake in-Hell 7'Lord & if neither the 
han Plauges; 
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Plagues,, which wait upon the offence in this 
World, nor the terror of that which' is to come, 
can diſſuade me, How juſtly:may God-poyr 
out all the Vials of his wrath upon me ?-How 
juſtly may he plunge me into the Red Sex of his 
Indignartion, and leave me to the'rage and ma» 
lice of that Devil, whoſe voice and ſuggeſtions] 
do now obey. 15 

Did the Sor bur blow thoſe ſparks of Reaſon, 
he hath lefr, into fuch con(tderations as theſe, 
How horrid, how nauſcous would the Sin: ap- 
pear ? But want of Conſideration makes; him 
transform the Image of God, into, the Image of 
a Beaſt, and makes him drink away the Poors 
Relief and his own Eſtate, 'This makes him a 
Thief for he robs the Poor, and ſomtimes his 
own Family of - that ſuſtenance! and ſupporr, 
he ows them, as heis a Man, and pretends to 
be a Chriſtian; this is it makes him laugh, 
when he ſhould wiſh for Riyers of Tears, and 
for a Fountain of Water, ro deplore the {adneſs 
of his Condition here, and the more dreadful 
{tare of his Soul hereafter. 

Did the Swearer bur (criouſly conſider, what 
a fooliſh, weak, ſordid and impertinent thing it 
is, to mingle profanations of God's Name, with 
his Speeches he would ſoon take pains to avoid 
it, and ſer a mul upon himſelf, for running up- 
on the {ame Rock again. Would he bur think, 
Good God / How irrationally do I act | 1f I be- 
beve there is a God, Whar can I fancy that God 
to be? Sure I muſt fancy him to be tuch a Deity 


as the Heathen worſhipp'd,one Deaf; and Dewey 
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and Blind, a Deity bf Braſs'or Stone, tharTcan 
ſecurely play wirhal, a Deity that's not ar alljea- 
lous of his Honour and Glory; and can fit down 
under every attront that's pur upon him; ſhould 
the meaneſt of my Servants make uſe of my name 
in every. trifling diſcourſe, in every-fooliſh ſtory, 
and whenever he 4s. pettiſh-or peeviſh; I ſhould 
take it very ill at his hands ;' and why ſhould 1 
think; God will endure that from me, which 1 
would not allow in 'my Foot-Boy, or YValtt ae 
Chambre 2 I muſt : confeſs, there is no'bait, no 
remptation to this Sin: He thar robs upon'the 
high-way, is tempted: by ani apparent profit ; 
The Prrare hath a rich prize in his eye, the Ship, 
that comes laden with Spices fromthe Eaſt, with 
Silks':from rhe Z:vant, with precious Drugs 
from the /zdjes, whers his appetite ; that the Co» 
yerous hugs his Gold, and'ipays Adoration to 
his Money, as to his Saint,” 'thaf he- beholds the 
Sun whey it ſhines, and the Moon walking in bright- 
neſs no marvel, for he ſees it hath a kind of 
Almighty power, can make Foes Friends, un- 
lock Gares, break the ſtrongelt Bars, give him 
admiſſion into company of the higheſt quality, 
&c. Thediſlembler hopes he may fave his Cre- 
dit, and Reputation, and Forrune, by not ſpeak- 
ing what he thinks, bur in ſwearing; I can haye 
no proſpect of adyantage, and I muſt only at 
the Devil, love Sin for Sins fake; Fornication 
and Adultery, do yet pretend {ome pleaſure, but 
this I cannordo in Swearing ; the greateſt Ma- 
ſters of pleaſures neyer reckon'd this ſin, as an 
inNgres 
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Ingredient of catnal ſatisfaction, and: thobgh 
there - is no- real .neceſſiry for any-Sin,/yer foi 
this. can pretend nonecellity atall; Let them by 
aſbamed, ſaith the Prophet, which. trangreſs  withe 
out :canſe, ' Pal, 25.3. Notthat any Man;: who 
ſins, hath a juſt cauſa for ſinning, bur ſome Sins, 
evenin the Devils Judgment, Men have no appa: 
- rentcaulſe for them, for they fin without cemptas 
t'on, and ſuch a-{in 1s {wearing ;'were a: knife ſer 
to my Throat; were my Life in-danger, werelto 
die preſently. upon the ſpot, if 'I did not:{wear; 
I might haye ſome colour of argument;/for it; 
but when there is-nothing-: compels me: to.it; 
but my own wilfulneſs, 1 deſerve no pity, no 
compaſſion, if -God-laſhes me with the teyereſt 
Thunders. [There is no- Sin thar's more) in my 
power to. ayoid :than this, the moſt\barbarous 
Heathen can ſhun, ir, and-ſhall I pretend impo{ 
fibiliry '2 Ifeeitengages me to very great, uns 


civility, I cannor bur oftcud:4iſober eompany. 


by it, they, muſt-needs be uncaſie in my:{oGie- 
ty, and to:hear God abuſ{*'d,,and how ill;l-do 
wiſh ro my.own' Soul, cannot-but grate upona 
heart, that. hath any ſenſe of Religion. or Ho- 
nelty; nor do 1 ſee, that people belicye me avy 
Whir the more for (wearing, bur-l render my felt 
ridiculous, and make peopic think me difhonelt; 
perfidious, and treacherous, who make fo little 
conlcicnec of what I ſay : How can any Man trutt 
me; that hea:s-me abule rhe beſt, and:,dearett 
friend L have; or, What credit can any Man'give 
r0-Me,, that ileesame ſo treacherous to God; £0 
whomI owe all I have? How ſhall any Man be 
tare; 


+ a, yo, js ws was «s yd 


—- 


_ _— = ©. - 7. SS 


=, ©. ES £2 M4 FS* 


cz” = * 53* 


S => 


[—- 


of Conlideration. 3ot- 


ſure 5that T-am honeſt, that ſees me deal fo diſ- 
ngenuonſly with him, who gives me, my Mcat 
in due ſealon-? How can any Man believe, that 
[will be faithful to him, that cannor be faith- 
fultohim, who hath laid the greateſt obligations 
upon me ? Have I no other way to ptoye my ſelf 
| 2 Gentleman, bur by this ſordid courſe? Is this 
ir,that will bring reputation to my Famuly? Is this 
it, that muſt give me credit among perſons of 
my own rank 2 Cannot I be a Cavalier, except I 
am uncivil to my God 2 Muſt I buy. the fayour 
of Men ar ſo dear a rate? Isit worth no leſs thari 
he diſpleaſure - of him, who fills Heaven and 

farth with his Preſence? Can thete be greater, 
ingratitude_- in the World, than I am guilty of 
by this Sin? the Air I breath in, the Earth I tread 
won, the Ground which nouriſhes. me; the Fire 
at warms me, are all the Gift of God; and, 
s this the return I make, to take his Name in 
rain, that ſupports and maintains me? Do I 
make nothing of God's threatnings,? How of- 
ten doth he manifeſt his diſpleaſure againſt this 
lin in his Word ! ahd can I think, I am not con- 
| cern'd in the commination? What hope can | have 
that Chriſt's Blood will ſave me, when I{wear 
t away,and thrult it from me with both Arms 2 
How juſtly may God damn me,that do fo often 
Wiſh for it! And is there any thing in nature ſo 
barbarous to it {elf,. as I am.in praying to God, 
4 it wete, to deliver me up into the clutches. 
of the Devil 2 No Devil would: with himſelf {o 
ll,as I do my own Soul, and is thete nothing 
In the, inhumanity and. horror ofthe. Sin, tg 
7 © diſtou- 
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diſcourage and'rerrifieime-from ir * Nay, I do 
hereby teach others 'to'ſin, inſtru thoſe that 
hear me; to follow my example, T do fow fin, 
and ſpread the Contagion; intect my Neighbor, 
give an ill example to others, and is this a 
able to the character of a Chriſtian' that's to 
walk in Wiſdom toward them, that 'are with- 
out, and. to give no occafion to the adyerlary 
to ſpeak reproachfully 

Did the Swearer but ' ruminate on 'rheſe diſ- 
ſuaſive Arguments, how would it cool his cou- 
rage ! But negleRing that, he negleds his reſto- 
rative,and ſpeaks, as if he would be'revenged on 
his Maker tor giving him a Tongue. | 

How ſoon would the bladder of Pride break, 
did the proud Man bur conſider that he is duſt, 
and what-a wretched ſinful Creature he is,” and 
how much worfe than other Men,and how much 
he forgets the Humiliation of the Son of God, 
who, being in the Form of God, thought ir no 
robbery to be equal with God, bur made him- 
{elf of no reputation, becoming obedient to the 
death of the Croſs; how odious this lofty Spirit 
is in the ſight of God, how amiable Humility ; 
how God deteſts the one, and embraces the 
other ; how Pride keeps out the Operations and 
Influences of God's Spirit, and how the Holy 
Ghoſt refafes to come and lodge in that Soul, 
which ſwells with vain conceirs of irs own 
worth; how Pride keeps him a ſtranger ro him- 
ſelf, how'it makes his Neighbor hate him, raiſes 
him Enemies,” and makes him an objec of Con- 
tempr and 'Scorn ; How all the Gifrs, _ 
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ſigs, and Ptiviledges he enjoys, are but the ef 
fs of God's Charity ; how theſtately Fabrick 
which his Soul doth animare, muſt ſhortly re- 
turn to the Earth,from which it was taken; whar 
condeſcenſion God uſes towards him; how 
God, who Commands Heaven and Earth, bes 
comes an humble Suitdr to his Creatures, and; 
inſtead of conſuming, courts them to yield to 
his Requeſts, and InjunAtions; how Noble and 

encrous it is to imitate him; who is Erernally 

appy in himſelf. O my God ! Can T lookupon 
the great example of thy Condeſcenſion, and 
ſivell into contempt of others ! Can I fee Heas 
ven bow to duſt and aſhes, and ſuperciliouſly 
ſcorn him,that ſtands on even groutid with me? 
What have I,that I have not received, why then 
ſhould T boaſt, as if I had not received it > © 
God ! I ſee thee content to be-born in a Stable, 
to lic in a Manger, to be cloath'd with Rags,and 
to ſubmit to the hardeſt uſage; Am1 thy Servant, 
and do I refuſe ro tranſcribe thy lowlineſs on 
my Mind, and Behaviour 2 Hell is the Kingdom 
of Pride, and ſhall I become a Subje&'ot thar 
Empire 2 Shall I make Zacifer my Teacher? or, 
Shall thoſe Spirits who watch my ruin, be my 
Tutors 2 Can I ſce my God approach my Soul 
in an humble poſture, and look high? Can I 
lee the beſt of Beings lay by his Grandeur; to 
converſe with ercatures infinitely below him,and 
be loath ro make my fellow Chriſtians, that are 
of a lower rank, my Companions? Alas! what 
is it that 1 boaſt of > Wharis ir thatpufſs up my 


Mind ? Shall a Cloud, a Vapour, # dtop' of the 
Y > Bucket 
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bucker, a Graſhopper,a Worm, grow into lofty 
conceits of his own Dignity ? a wretched ſinner, 
who- hath deſerved to be eternally. miſerable, 
and muſt own it,as a ſingular character of God's 
compatſlion, that he- hath not long ago aſſigned 
me my. portion in the; Regions. of Torment ? 
Can a few rich Cloaths make me a better Man 
than-my Neighbour 2 Let Providence ſtrip us 
both naked, and will ic not appear, that. we 
have the ſame Fleſh and Blood about us} Be- 
cauſe I haye more bags of Money in my Cof- 
fer than another, am I therefore a wiler Man 
than he? Whar / pitiful childiſh conceits are 
theſe? I do but beg my daily bread of God, 
and ſhall a Beggar exalt and forget himſelf 2 
And when | carry abcut me a Body {ſubject to 
-a thouſand Diſcaſcs and Diſaſters withour num- 
ber, a  Fabrick', which the leaſt diſorder can 
break - and ſhatter ; ſhall ſo weak, ſo poor, fo 
inconſiderable a thing , the mocking-{tock of 
every wind and weather, diſtend its plumes, 
and fall in love with its own Beauty ? 

Were this bur ſeriouſly conſfider'd, and how 
in the Grave all diſtintions die, how unfit that 
Perſon is to be a Chriſtian, thar is a ſtranger to 
meekneſs and humility, how thoſe that have do- 
mineer'd.in this World, and trampled upon Men, 
and;have thought it their Interett and Glory,to 
deſpiſe their-equals and inferiors, are now roar- 
ing in the burning .Lake ; how they that were 
Servants heretofore, do now reign like Kings 
in Heaven, and thoſe that domineer'd over 


others heretofore, do wiſh now, that they were 
n 
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1 their Servants condition;and how-they would 
zow be contented to be the pooreſt, meaneſt,and 
moſt contemptible creatures in the world,” pro- 
yided that \ you might be bur freed» from that 
never-dying Worm, that gnaws their Souls. 
and how ſhortly this Pride and 'Haughtinels, 
if not ſcriouſly and timely repented'of , will 
<«d in weeping, and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
Were but theſe things rightly and feriouſly 

derd, it would cauſe a 'very ſtrange alte- 
ation in the lofty cenſorious Man's deſignsand 
reſolutions ; bur while ! theſe obſeryables' are 
paſſed by,” as things our of his Element, no 
marvel if he Idolizes himfelf,and, like a Hedge- 
hog, wraps himſelf up in his own ſoft Down, 
and turns his Prickles to all the World be- 
ſlides. 

Let the Soul that's carcles of God's Service, 
and Lukewarm, neither hot nor cold; but tr 
it, and reflet, Lord! And is this*a' Service fir 
for him, thar is of purer Eyes than to behold 
iniquity / Is this floyenly Devotion a fit Preſenc 
fk wh {carches the Hearts and the Reins > 
dhould my Servants ſerve me, as I do God, how 
ll ſhould T reſent jr ! And'dare I offer the blind 
ana the lame to God, which I would ſcorn to 
accept of from my Slaves and Vaſſals! I would 
have my Prayers heard; and anſ{iwer'd, bur how 
can I hope they'll pals for acceprable Sacrifices 
in Heaven, when they want the fire of the SanRy- 
ary to give them Hame !' Will God mind a Sup- 
plication, in which I do hot mind his Great- 
nels, Majeſty,” and Holineſs ? or can I think, 


$1 God 
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God is ſo fond of anſwering my Requeſt, that. 
he matters not with what frame of Heart I ap. 
roach his Throne 2 When the Primitive Chris 
Rians, that certainly knew helt,what was to be 
done in order to Salvation, as haying conyerled 
with. the Diſciples, and Apoſtles of | our Lord, 
when they conſecrated. that time, when their 
Spirits were. moſt lively, to pious exerciſes, and 
laok'd upon. , that Religion as dead ,. that. had 
not fervency for its ingredient ;, Shall I hope 
ro core oft at acheaperrare 2 Is the King.immor- 
tal, inviſible, bleſſed | for evermare,. to be:put 
oft with the chips, and, ſhavings, of Deyotion 2 
Should not I give him the cream | and; marrow 
of my endeayours, that hath greater pqwer oyer 
me than my Maſter, my. Father, oxmy Prince ? 
So great a God, and ſo mean a Sacrifice 2 Soin: 
finite a Majeſty, and ſo pitiful a' Preſent >. Can 
I refle&t with what zeal and fervor he is adoy 
red in the Manſions above, andcan Iputhim off | 
with Ice, and Froſt below. 2 He,, makes his Anz 
gels Opn, and his Miniſters flames of fire, flames 
indecd, their Love, their Delight, their Obedi- 
ence,burns bright and ſteady for ever, and ſhall - 
not I learn of thoſe Miniſters above, to worſhip 
him on Earth? Can I have better Tutors 2 Who 
{o fir to be my Schoolmaſters, as they that wait 
upon , the Almighty day and night > How de- 
liberate, how circumſpect am I in my Addreſles 
to my King , and is not God a greater Prince 
than he2 What is my careleſs Devotion bur mock- 
ing of God, and my drowzy Prayer, what " it, 
Wh 29 p- © but 
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| but playing with him, ar -whoſe Preſence che 


Mounraing, tremble? Am nar 1 ap of veny 
pe: 4A, Vlad tick Ga will wi cr a Wretch, 
har liyes upon bY: and makes no berrer 
reurn,go unpuniſhed? How juſtly may he de- 
by te fs Grace and Adiſtance.who eh ſeek 
it more carneſtly ? How juſtly may belay, De- 
ot from. me, 1 byom thee not, who am Jo indif- 
UE whether I -.cnjoy.the light of (his coun, 
[enance, Or no 2 Soy ang Bra he.refuſe ro be 
found. by Tim, who feck. him, 2s. if his Favour 
delery ig no pains or trouble ? Strive, air were 
for your to enter n.. at the ſtrair Gate, 
ey the Great Redeemer of Man, and is this 
taking the Kingdom, of Heayen, by force, when 
| logk, upon. it as 2 thing, that may / be had ar 
any time, upon a Lord have ma ene? Is this 
wreltling and ſtriving, when I ſuffer any out- 
ward worldly concern, though never {o; flight 
and trivial, ro take, me | oft from, minding the 
in 


TS a of my; Soul 2 Is this, giv all 
ri 


iligence, to make my Calling and EleQtion fuxe, 
when I am infinitely. mare, concerned,! how to 
ſecure: a: {mall ſum of Money, than, I am to-{c- 
cure thoſe Treaſures, which fade .not away 2? 
My. God is. not weary,.of doing good to. my 
Soul and. Body, and Ihall I be weary of obedi- 
ence-2,, My. Saviour .,was /not weary of, ſuffer» 
1g for me, .and. ſhall -I be weary, of.. adoring 
him? ;The Holy Angelsarenot weary of attend- 
ing me; and ſhall I be weary of Love and Selt- 
denial > Will God g1ve. a, reward, to. Men, that 
Y 4 ſtand 
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ſtand yawning and ſtretching themſelyes in his 
Vineyard, unrefolv'd whether they ſhall work; 
or no ? A reward indeed: they ſhalt haye, bur 
ſuch a reward as Hypoctites receive, a reward 
from which Good Lord deliver us. And am 1 
ſo ſtupify'd, that nothing of all this can move 
me, neither the Glory-of God, nor the Intereſt 
of my Soul, nor all that can be ſaid againſt my 
want of Zeal and fervency of Spirit? 

Ah! T am to run for my life, and ſhall I make 
ſtops by the way, or look about, or think that 
by ſlow ſteps I am like to ſave my (elf from the 
wrath to come 2 Death haſtens, the Devils ha- 
ſten, to make a prey of me, and ſhallnat T make 
haſte to eſcape their Talons ? I 

Were theſe reaſons laid home by ſerious 'Con- 
ſideration, they would rouze the Soul from her 
ſlumber, 'and make her ſee, how dangerous her 
Reſt is,and how dear that ſleep will coſt her, ſhe 
is for the preſent lull'd in, if it be not'ſuddainly 
diſpell'd: and ſcatter'd; but want of Confide- 
ration makes the careleſs Sinner fancy Goda Be- 
ing without Gall, one that hath no Senſe of Ho- 
nour, and that is pleag'd with his indifferency 
in Religion, as well as himſelf: This is it makes 
him entertain very groſs, abſurd, and unreaſon- 
able Conceits, concerning that All-wiſe, molt 
Excellent, and moſt loyely Being , deſpilc a 
Treaſure of infinite value, trample on the Pear! 
of Price, and forget what the hope of God's 
Calling is,and hat the Riches of the Glory of 
his Inheritance 1s in the Saints. $f 
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He that miſtruſts God's Providence, limits the 
Holy One of 7-2}; yet have I known. ſuch a 
Sin Clown away, atid turn'd into 'Heroick Cony 
25 theſe ; and am I indeed afraid of want ,,an | 
being deſtitute of necefiaries, i convene, 
which other Men enjoy ! Am I God's Creature, 
and can I think God will rake no care of his 
Creature ! He thar feeds the young ftw: 


fidence in God, by ſuch ſerious rabjocinarions 


he deftly me my, daily bread ! He thar gives, al 
Crearyres their Meat, in due ſealon, will he for- 
et me, 'when' he unlocks his "univerſal Store: 
uſe! He that gpeng his'Hand, and (arisfies the 
defire of every [8 thing, wilthe ſhur me out 
of the' number of rhe liying 2 He chat, cloatheth 
the Lilljes of che field,” will not he much more 
cleath'me? 1s God concern'd for thEmeaneſt of 
his Creatures, ' and will not he be concern'd for 
thenoſtleſt work'of the Creation? Dol fee, how 
the Birds of the Air do alt depend upon him,and 
the ' Sparrow that hath Din'd, '*and knows not 
where to get his Supper, yet chearfully waits 
upon God's Providence, and ſhall nor I? He 
that provides for Beaſts, and Fowls af the Air, 
and Fiſh in the Sea, will he ſhake off his Cars, 
and Thoughts of me 2 How impoſlible is all this, 
if I believe God to be the great Preſerver of 
Men? Nay, he that hath provided for - me hj- 

therto, why ſhould I miſtruſt he "will nor pro 
vide for me for the furare 2 Is his hand fioritied, 
or his ſtrength abared 2 Is not he rhe ſame'God 
now, he was ſcme yeats ago? Is his Plenty de- 
cayed, 
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cayed, or is G d * a:lols, how to ſupply me 
for the time to | Ie | My unbelicf in indeed may 
make him hald ale Hs Þ hang, 2h -afd. hinder him, om 
doing an ghry: WOr pe, but what can 
I fear, blip in "WE. 4 uſe. of Tr I means I throw 
my {elf upon q Bens 

woula Lave” bj if I,get. Fs he thinks fit for 
me,.is it_not bs | berier 2, How often, have I 


found out ſome way or othe o deliver me, and 
ſhall T by my. uobelicf, FRA (Jun from doip, 
ſuch age, ighty. work tor me 2 If It 
him, L lonur hr and te W, Kirk his; Gat; 
and to. ſuch: od cannot we cw his Salyati- 


on, _ Ido not want for Ps ent, why. ſhould 
| belicye I ſhall want, here ter, when I know 
not, whether I {hall live a DE to, an eng, 2 How 
careful is God of mine, calc when he would not 
have me trouble mine Hea id with anxious Lo! 
What do I get by my. immoderate carkings, bu 
torment © Mind! Is.1t not; .much {weeter tO oe 
upon "God's Goodgels, [4 enjoy. content? 
am never the, nearet a ſupply, vet! I have 
afflicted and. yexed my 5p and why 1 ſhould 1 
pur mp Spit Its, 1nfQ, an agony.) for nothing?, IS 
this orftroitfu Caring, and Carking, a, character 
of Heathens, and ſhall AL Apoſtarize from Chrt 
Ntianiry, and turn Infidel >. F; this the. temper of 
Men, rhat Know-not the true God, and 

| diſgrace my Religion, .and imitate their Un- 
;beliet z Had not I hetrer rely upon God's , Word, 


who hath ſaid, / will not leave thee, nor it 
ake 
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ſoke thee, than make my life a Hell upon Earth-? 
With all my ſolicirous Thoughts, I. cannot add 
one Cubir to my ſtature, and ſhall. ſpend. | 
much labour and induſtry invain} What maſt 
the Spirits above think, to ſee me torment my 

£ 


0. 


ſelf abour chat I cannor help,and.ra {ce me. ro 
Sifiybus his Stone, which when I have brough 
to ſuch a pitch, rolls down again, and renews 
my pains, with my grief and forrow.} How a 
thoſe incorporeal Beings above, . pity. ſuch fruit- 
lefs labours ! Of how many Men Ya e | read, 
and heard, that have truſted, God.;; in delpught 
of all improbabilities, and God . hath: ſuccor'd 
and aſſiſted them beyond, expeQarions, Elnah 
x Reg. 17. 9, goes to Sarepta, meets... with.a 
Widow-woman, gathering {ticks,:.in ordex to 
kindle a fire, and to dreſs the, laſt handful ;.of 
Meal, that was in the, Barrel ,; and. the, few 
drops of Oil rhat remain'd in the Bottle, l% 
the wretch had left to ſupporr the life, of her ele 
and Son, for it was a time of Fama angel Yrs 
in 


* 7 


in a manner a Funeral dinner too;,. for the 
tended to make this her laſt Meal,and {o.ta,cx- 
pire and give up the Ghoſt ; Here was littlgro 
pare, one would think, fora Trayeller, clpecially 
if that had been her Maxim, which 1s 10 utual 
with us,that Charity begins at home. ; the. knew 
not the Prophert,wherher he would do Mijragles 
or'no. In this great exigency, and (trait; the 
Man © of God bids her dreſs the blower,. and 
Oil ſhe had left for him, and afterwards: take 
care for her ſelf, and Son. A ſtrange Requelt:; 
| r's 
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irs rrue, he tells her , thar the God of 7a/ 
hath faid , that the barrel ' of "Meal ſhall nor 
waſte; But theſe were words, and whart, are 
they to a hungry Stomach, and croaking Bow» 
els. to give that little all away to a ſtranger, and 
ſtarve b ſelf, and Son, upon a cold Prophe- 
fie 2 f ; 

Yet, behold her Faith throws openall the flogd- 
garcs of impoſlibilicy; ſhe believes, and truſts 
a Senſe, even to a contradiation, goes and 
gives thar little ſhe hath left,” ro a ſtranger , 
and by her Faith, forces, as'it were, Heaven: in- 
to a Miracle , for the had no ſooner dreſſed 
the remainder 'for the Prophet, bur the barrel 
is filld again by Angels, and fo ic continued 
till the Lord fent Rain upon. the Earth. Why 
ſhould -nor-T' do as they have done, and pur 
jr to the trial? Sure I am, I can loſe no- 
thing by it. F will therefore be induſtrious in 
my lawful Calling, and- leave the ſuccels to 
God; I will uſe thoſe honeſk means to live, 
which the Scripture warrants, and commit my 
{elf to him, whoſe Eyes are qver all his works. 
If he Fan to blefs me, Ill praiſe him; if not, 
Pt admire his Sovereignty and Greatneſs, who 
is not bound to give me any thing: And leſt 
my Sins ſhould ſeparate betyyeen his Kindnels 
and my Neceſlitys, and turn away his Face 
from me, becauſe | anſiver not the end he made 
me for, as all other Creatures do, chat {hare 
in his protection, and providential Care, I will 
| watcl 
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watch againſt thoſe corruptions which do fo 
calily beſet me , and ſtrive to Glorifie God 
with my Soul and Body ; and then, the kind- 
eſt diſpenſations of his Providence will be mine, 
and all things will work together for my 


200d. 


Such Thoughts would driye out the evil Spi- 
ric of Miſtruſtfulneſs. But while the Enemy 
meets with no oppoſition, no wonder if he ſe- 
curely reyels in the Soul, makes Man a bur- 
then ro himſelf, prompts him ſometimes, even 
to unlawful courſes, and doth not let him reſt, 
till he deſperately reſolves with him in the 
Pact. 


Fleftere fi nequeo ſuperos, Acheronta ms 
vebo. 


——T 


If Heaven be deaf, and will no pity ſhew, 2 
Dll try what Hell, and the Lack Floft will do. 


Had the Covetous bur a Heart to think with 
himſelf, Vain fooliſh Man, How loth am I to 
confeſs my ſelf guilty of this Vice! How do 1 
deceive my ſelf with the fair names of good 
Husbandry and Frugality 2 Burt will theſe delu- 
lions ſtand the fire? Will theſe Paper Walls be 
proof againſt everlaſting burnings? If there be 
luch a {1n as coveroulnels, and that fin fo odi- 
ous to God, and his Holy Angels, as Chriſt and 
his 
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his Apoſtles, make it, and ſo great an inpedi« 
ment to everlaſting Happinels, as the Scripture 
repreſents it, ir muſt needs be worth knowing, 


whether I am infeted with this Plague, &pe- 


cially fince my behaviour and actions look' as if 1 
were. Why ſhould the Apoſtle call this Sin 
Idolatry, but becauſe it makes Men ſet their 
Aﬀections on this World, more than upon that 
which is to come; and more on their Riches, E- 
ſtates, or Incomes, than upon God, and eyer- 
laſting (Glory, whereby God is robb'd of hisHo- 
nour, and that high eſteem and loye, which is 
God's due, as he is God, is given to the crea- 
ture, which in God's fight is lighter than no- 
thing, and Vanity ? And is not this my caſe? 
How is my Soul fix'd upon this World 2 How 
cloſe doth my Heart ſtick to the profits and ad- 
vantages it affords > How is my Sou] bound up 
with my Corn, and Wine, and Oil? How dol 
fancy that all my Happineſs is gone, whea thelc 
outward Comforts are gone ! Did Sin ever 
grieve me a quarter {o much as a temporal loſs? 
Did offending a Gracious God ever coſt me. the 
Tenth part of the Tears I ſhed, for being depri- 
ved of alittle ſhining Clay 2 How hearty is my 
Joy under the Bleilings of God's leit hand? 
How little am I affectec with the Bleſſings of his 
right> How far greater fatisfaftion doth my 
thriving in the World give me, than my thri- 
ving in Grace, ang in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt > How loth am I ro Honour 
God with my ſubſtance? How unwillinly, How 
| grudgingly 
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udgingly, do part with any Fil cconſidera- 
oe for c arita e Uſes? | r fond ule with this 
Sin in another, and {hall not_T. reprehend'ic in 
my ſelf? 1 complain of my Neighbor; for bein 
hard-hearted, and' unki to People in diftreſs 
And is that a Virtue in me which is Vice in ano- 
ther? Dionifivs, -the Tyrant, wongred. ar his 
Son, that with all the Gold and Silyer he hadin 
his Houſe, he had _ no MR on Friend, and 
may horT juſtly wonder at my ſelf, who, as-long 
as Phe tives | havenot mage my ſelf F = 
of the Mammon of unrighteouſnels,” that ar my 
death, F may be receiyed into;cyerlaſting habi- 
trations 2 How loth am T to part with-any of 
this World's Goods' for God:s Service? How 
happy do I count my ſelf, when Religion dath 
colt me nothing? How loth am I to be at the 
leaſt charges for Heaven? How doth it grieve 
me, when I ſpend any thing. upon Religion 2 
How do I dote upon theſe ſublunary Vaaities 
How far greater pains dol take to be rich,than 
to be happy for ever ! How can I diſpenſe with 
a Sin for Profits fake! How little of. my deſires 
and breathings, hath God and a bleeding Savi- 
our! How dull am I under the. moſt lively de» 
(criptions of the joys of Heaven, How dull un- 
der the ſtupendious offers of Grace and Mercy |! 
How dead under the; joyful meſſage of pardon! 
How dull, when tempted by all the 1227 v2 ar* 
guments of God's love, to. love him/above all ! 
What means my unwillingneſs to. take God for 
my greateſt portion 2 What means that quick- 
nels, 
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neſs,ſagacity,and Wiſdom,when my Riches, plens 
PL or worldly; proſperity is concerned, and that 

range dumpiſhneſs, when, God courts, and be- 
ſeeches my Soul to lay- hold on Eternal. life 
Are not thele evident ſigns, | that the World 
draws and attracts my Heart moſt powerfully 
God ſees my Heart is not upright with him, he 
ſees I am afraid to take up with him alone ; he 
ſees how covetouſneſs hath poſlels'd my Soul, 
and can I cheriſh rhis root of all eyil in my 
Breaſt, and not tremble at the danger my Soul. 
is in? Am I, by the Apoſtles verdict, an Idola- 
ter, and do rhake light of ſo great a guilt? If 
no Idolater muſt expect a Crown of Glory, 
Alas! What can I look for, but Eternal Dark- 
neſs ? Could Ariſtippus throw his Gold into the 
Sea, and fay, it's better I ſhould drown thee, 
than that thou ſhould'ſt undo me; And {hall 
F be a ſlave to my Wealth? When I read, 
that it's eaſier for a Camel to enter thorow 
the eye of a Needle.than for a rich Man, who ſets 
his Heart on his riches, to enter into Heaven ; 
am not I frighred with the expreſſion? I find 
how this Sin deprives me of a Holy Communion 
with God, and ſhall I loſe my greateſt comfort 
and ſupport, and fatisfaftion for it > How doch 
the Gold become dim | How is the molt fine 
Gold changed through this peſtilential Breath 
The Life and Senſe 1 once had of Spiritual Ob- 
jets, decays and dwindles away in me, and 
an inſipidneſs in Holy things ſucceeds, my reliſh 
of them periſhes, and they become ro me, as 4 
Curious 


of Conlſideratior: 315 
thrious diſh to a perſon of a corrupted ſto- 
mach ; I nauſeate the very daintics of my Hea- 
yenly Father : This Sin is enough to damp, and 
Kill all the good ſeed, God ſows inme ; if any 
Man loye the World; the love of the Father is 
not'in him'; ;and can T'be contented withour 
the' lovecof God 2 If God be not my friend, 
What d$th the friendſhip of the whole World 
ſighifie, when my Soul muſt leave this Taber- 
nacle; and appear before God's Bar » O God, I 
ſhall have ſo many Witneſſes againſt me, thar I 
ſhall not know what to'ſay, or whither to be- 
take my {If for refuge; © the Poor 'will accuſe 
tne, becauſe I have not open'd my hand and 
heart to them; my own Conſcience will ac- 
cuſe me, becauſe 1 have not been'a good Ste- 
ward of the means God gave me, the Miniſters 
of God' will accuſe me, becauſe whatever was 
faid out upon. my Pride and Luſt, was thought 
too lirrle ; 'and the leaſt kindneſs I-ſhew'd to 
thoſ&rthat wait at God's: Alrar roo much The 
Devils will accuſe me, becauſe having a Soul 
ſo great, {o noble, ſo precious, I did employ ir 
chiefly in ſcraping -a-little+ droſs and dung ro« 
gether; nay; the Lord Jeſus: will accuſe me be- 
cauſe his example of 'Contentedneſs 'and Hea- 
venly-mindedneſs, would not allure me into 
Imitation; God will accuſe me, becauſe having 
furnaſh'd me: with all che motives and encourage» 
ments imaginable, tro mind Heaven /more than 
Earth ;' I prefer'd this Earth before all the;joys 
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of Heaven; and how. ſhall I. bear up under all 
this weight2 1 pans - Ah ep 
Would. che; poor deluding Worldliag) bur. ler 
ſuch thoughts {ink into his heart, Whar a damp 
would-it ſtrike on his; ſtrong defies after rhe 
World, and. how, would, it, make his immods; 
rate loveto,thele; ſublkynary Riches; break intg 
longings after a nobler; Inheritance? ,;But ;acg+ 
leing this, he, Serpent-like, feeds on,duſt, and 
prepates for anxiety,;:diſcgntent and-vexation of 
{pirit, and for a, milcrable death : , Like a; Hog; 
lies rooting; in the Earths, and buries his Houlan 
a Cheſt 'of Money ; \deſpiles all admapitionsto 
Charity; and, like the Smith's Dog, canchear the 
bammering and |beatxing:of his Maſter, and-enr 
dure the Sparks flying about his Ears, without 
being-ſtier'd! or congern'd/at it; --/41 ors bo fg 
Hypoeriſie-is a fin, which the painted Chriſti 
an does: not; caſily (part, withal, yet;would he 
refle,, ike a; perſqn that! hates ro lew-pillows 
under his) own elbows, :: Car I read Chrilt's:dif- 
courſcs: againſt the:Phariſees, and.not ask',my; 
own heart, {Whether the.Phariſees Temper be an, 
emblem-of /\'my Complexion 2 Can-I:remember 
that odious>Nameir the Goſpel, and not. reflect. 
on: the Plagues, that:arc;threathed -them?! And 
do. know: thoſe Plagues;: and do they;:dart- no, 
fear, /no texror, into: ny Soul 2 1'amnloth-to be- 
lieve, : Iam1o bad a Man ;-;but what-if God; :apd 
the great dayhouldifindime {02 Haye I:aodelf-. 
end in-any..Religions Duty? What:1s! 1t puts 
me-many times upondoing good, applaule from 


Men, 


5:2: Aminot i mars {ceyere-in_ preſſing the' le 
reatier 2, Do nor l commend. that ina rich. or 
-Zior$; gt, meaher Perſons? Do-not _ I, require 
thoſe Dutzes.of other Men, which my-ſelf.;am 
Joath I 2 /Do not Þ applaud my (elf for 
my, own 
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. 


Meggrr. ths lave of. God? Do) apt, I pretend 


[glory; ſometimes, when I aim at nothing 
with, :1ops,8hen in,my heart ang converſa- 
ion i.deny-k m2: Do-aot 1, by . pretending /to 
Bp 0d, negle&:my; duty:to my Neighbour ? 
Aud while I am hor, tor Deyorion; hate my. Bro- 
.thax in my; heart'? / I, jam loth, 40 .neglet.'my 
Prayer»; but 1. am as/loth xo neglect relieving 
Aichi Belieyer, that groans in Priſen, or Pover- 


anGtity,; while 1 deſpite'others, whom 1 


fancy,not; ſo. holy as Lam ?/'Am not I more co- 


rious to) knowp,other Mens conditions than mine 
own 21 Air not-I .more zealous in publick, than 
I am ntzpriyate? An not I Religiqus -for filthy 
Lugxe's take:?;//Do-not I make a;zgain of Godli- 
ncls;/and uſe Religion 'as a, Cloakito,coyer yy 
lecret, $ins? Doinot Lmake Devotion. Scatfold 
to. ere, my own credit.and> profit:hyr?2 What is 
Hyporti G6: iif this: be,not > Though: I: can hide 
it\iemthe fight.of: Men, can\Tieonceal it from 
him, 'wkoknows my.down-itring,” and my'up- 
riſing,,and underſtands my thoughts, afar oft : 
Can |renemben the. Fate of Fuazs, and.not think 
of a\ſerious Repentance:2/ Can T'hear the: Son 
ne £ 3 of 
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of God call ſo often, Wor,” woe, to ye'Iypherites, 
and hug the Siniin my boſom 2 Shall Fharbour 
\-a:Snake there;' which will ſting me into endleſs 
" 'ghawings: of Conſcience ' How ſhortly 'will all 
« theſe deluſions' be-diſcoverd 2 Before Tam 4few 
: days older, 'God'may ſurtimon tne,and ly ope 


- all my deceits and juggles'in Religion! T 

this have been fever Why hoe 'T think 
to'eſcape'?- And: though the<day - off Judgriienar 
"35 not come, -yet there are'Angels,-thereare 
- Righreous Souls, 'before whoni theſe /Itipoſtures 
may be laid open; atid/diſcoyered ro my ſhane, 
and forrow and: aſtoniſhment; 'as Toon,'as my 
Soul leaves my Body feniſcleſs.” ''Do F'think"to 
blind the eyes 6f him, m1- whoſe -Book? all "my 
' Members are/{et'down 2 1s'the portion'of hypo- 
crites no diſcouragement + Whar Promiſe inthe 
Goſpel can T'lay Rold of; during this condition” 
They all run to-the upright i0 heart,” and muſt 
T go withour'theſe Cordials>'' Muſt 1 ſee others 
run away with theſe Treaſures, while my (elf 
"can expeinothing bur'God's curſe and'anper? 
Muſt 1 ſe& others "po to'poſiels'the Promis'd- 
» Land, while:'T muſt tay behind in a'Wilder- 
-heis2 Muſt Tſe others gather Manna, and 
- feed upon the rich cluſters of Canaan, © while'my 
own Soul muſt periſh fori'want of rhai Bread of 
Life? Lord; Whi' ſhall "abide' in thy T abtrfiacle ? 
- ho foall:* dwell in thy holy hill 2 Ht" that walks 
aprightly, and works righttouſneſs, andl ſpeaks the 
truth in his heart, \ And mult 'I have/no'ſcar in 


yonder Manſions? No- houſe 1n thas Jeruſalem, 
| | which 
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which is above? /:/No habitation: if that City; 
whither | the tribes go, uh; the Tribes of | the Lord, 
unto. the. teſtimony-of; Tjrael, to; give.\ thanks unto 
the, name of the Lord 3 QO my: Squl; ; behold: thy 
Salvation comes, his reward 1s>with him, and his 
work before him. Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upot 
thee. Away, and hate: this -garment ſpotted 
by the fleſh; theſe are nor the ſpots of God's 
Children.; theſe are not the Characters of God's 
Fayourites : Spots:.chey are, but of Leopards, 
marks of Wolves that come in Sheeps-cloathing, 
ſigns of Sepulchres, which, indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, bur are within full of dead Mens 
bones, and full of uncleannelſs. 
_ Such ſerious thoughts would check Hypocri- 
fie; bur the vain Man hardens. his heart againſt 
them, locks them our, will give them no-enter- 
tainment, and that makes him ſ{erve God to 
leaſe the Devil, and turn Religion into a mere 
ew and formality, burn in Words, and freeze 
in Deeds ; and, like that. Son in the Goſpel, ſay, 
[ go. Sir, but he goes not. 

From the Premiſſes, we may eaſily guels 
what. to think of other ſins, viz.: thar/the great 
cauſe of them, is want 'of Conſideration; and 
therefore the holy. Ghoſt. likens Men that live 
in any fin, , or indulge themſelyes in any tranſs 
preſſion, to a Horle that ruſhes into the Batrtel, 
and conſiders not,.what. he doth, ventures :a- 
mong Swords and Arrows, and: the greateſt 
Dangers, without recolledting what will be 
Z 2 the 
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the iſſue of it: os 8.6. "Conſideration: is the 
Bridle, that muſt \goyerniv our ſenſe and "appe 
tite, take that away, and the'Beaſt runs\uway 
with the Rider,”and ' haſtens*him into *#'rhous 
fand inconyenieticieg.,”” 7” 71 717 100327106 


a's 10 


— , —__— 


— - — _—_— 
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Of the warieus advantages of® ferious Confideru; 
tion; it's that, which makes a Man Maſter of 
all Chriſtian Daties; it helps a Man” to im- 
prove ſublunary Objetts | into Heavenly Co 
templations. "it's the greateſt  ' ſupport nat. 
afflitions ; diſpoſes a Man to be a worthy Re- 
cerver of the' Lord's © Supper : Prepares him 
for an Angelical life on Earth; makes him 

" prudent and diſcreet in Secular Affairs and 


Bufineſs. 


"Hough in the preceding Chapters, 'we 
have already, in a great meaſure, dif 
cover'd, what Men may hope for from Conlt- 
deration,. and of what ule it is to a truly ſerious 
and Chriſtian life ; yer we muſt not” leave fo 
rich a Subject thus, without giving an account 
of ſome other poſitive advantages,” which do 
render it very defirable to a rational Man; 
And: | ein Ge go ng oc 
I. It hath moſt certainly a very great influ- 
ence upon all Chriſtian Duties; the Celeſtial 
Luminaries Have. not a greater influence, apo 
| the 
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the Bodies of Men;' and: Beaſts; 'and Plants; than 
Conſideration harh - upon: theſe Spiritual eh- 
dowments ; ' Whatevee qualification Chriſt "or 
his Apoſtles require; ortecommend, it's by 
Conſiderarion'of the exceliziicy ' and' dignity of 
that Duty, that Men'muſt expe&t to arrive to 

It. . 2, 4 & 2900 
The firſt 'and great Commandments, 7how 
ſhalt love” the ' Lord thy God' with "all thy" heart, 
and with all' thy ſoul, and"with" all-thy-wind. Bur 
he ſhall never be maſter/ of this Duty, that doth 
not 'frequently-and' ſeriouſly conſider the im- 
menſe / and ſtupendious 'love 'of God-to him, 
and indeed'then 'T may hope to be acquainted 
with a  fiicere and cordial loye to God, when 
I give leave ro'ſuch"Contiderations 'as theſe, 
to impregnate my underſtanding. - O my God, 
Can I think-of ſo grear, 'fo holy, {6 infinite, fo 
merciful, ſo muniticent a Being, and forbear to 
be'enamour'd- with thee > Thy greatneſs over- 
awes, thy holineſs dires, thy intinity ſupports, 
thy mercy Charms, thy 'manificence invites thy 
poor ' unworthy Creatures: Whenee -are all 
my mercies but from thee? thou art the'Spring, 
the Fountain of them-all. Whatever bleſſings 
are convey'd-ro me by the hands" of Second 
Cauſes, rhey: come originally from thee, 'and 
thou movy'{t and ordereſt thoſe Second Caules, 
to come in- to my afliftance. By 'thee have T 
been upheld ever ſince I- was born; when I lay 
in th&' thades' of nothing, thou didſt awake me 
into a Being, gavelt me a Rational Soul, a Soul 
L 4 capa» 
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capable of admiring, ' adoring and, worſhippi 
thee, and ever ſince thy; Mercies haye follow 
me ; and thou haſt been a pillar of a Cloud 
unto me by day, and a pillar of Fire by night; 
what Parts, Gifts, or Abilities, I have, they ate 
thy Gifts and CharaQters of thy Conran 
Thou order'{t my ſteps, thou art about my bed, 
and about my paths, and doſt preſerve me in 
all my ways; many a time ſhould I have ſlum- 
bled, and fallen, and periſh'd. irrecoverably, 
but that thou haſt ſupported me, and pivyen 
charge to thy holy Angels to be my Cots 
T had been a barren Wilderneſs, if thou hadſt 
not rained ſhowres of Grace upon me, and made 
me fruitful. I had brought forth nothing but 
death, if thou hadſt not ſhined upon me. 1 
had continued lying in the mire, if thou had(t 
. not pulled me out, and muſt have remained in 
the horrible Pit for ever, if thou. hadſt not ſet 
my feet upon a Rock. T had continued blind, 
if thou hadſt not open'd mine Eyes ; deaf to 
thy admonitions, if thou hadſt not unlock'd 
my Ears. I could never have riſen, if thou 
hadſt not lent me thy helping hand, I muſt 
have ſunk, if thou hadſt not ſupported me, 
and yarns, if thou hadſt not guided and di- 
rected mg. I had committed greater ſins, if 
thy reſtraining power had not kept me, and 
what could have hindred me from running with 
others into exceſs of Riot, if thou hadſt not re- 
moved the ſnares, which were laid for me, to 
catch me into ruin. Ir is thy doing, that [ 
ave 
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have:not done-ſo;.' That I have abſlained from 
theſe evils, thy aſſiſtance: is-the cauſe; andthat 
I have believed thee, 1am beholding to:chy 
Mercy. -O my God ! | how-often 'have:Þges 
ſerved thine anger? and yetin the midſt vfichy 
wrath thou chinkeft upon Merey, What: judgs 
ments mighr'{t'not rhou  haye-inflicted on» me 


for my wilful Sins? but thou haſt ſent-none as 


yet,-and all to-magnifie' thy Mercy.” Every 

ning thy Mercies are renew'd upon3 me, 
and with the Natural, there-riſes upon ime the 
Sun of Rightcouſneſs, with healing under his 
wings. Thou -proſpereſt : my Endeavouts; gi- 
veſt ſucceſs to all my lawful Undercakings, 
thou preſeryeſt me from thoſe diſaſters which 
befal other Men. How wiſely doſt thoutorder 
my affairs How often doſt thou bring':4ight 
out of darkneſs, and turneſt my affliction'into 
the greateſt joy 2 How wonderful aregthy*Pro- 
vidences to me and mine? How often have 
fear'd ſuch, an accident would be my ruin; and 
God hath turn'd it into the-greateſt good # 
How wiſely haſt cthau many times deni'd me 
temporal mercies, becauſe rhou hadſt a mind/tos 
enrich me with ſpiritual Bleſſings in Heavenly 
places > Whar Friends, what Benefactors haſt 
thou raisd me 2 How miraculouſly haſt thou 
turn'd the hearts of Men ſometimes into 'mer- 
cy and compaſſion for my_good-2-': How: often 
haſt . thou heard my Prayer, and granted' me 
the requeſt of my lips 2 When Þ have been in 
the greateſt ſtraits, how-thau haſt ' ſhewn "me 
a 
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a way: to clcaper? 1 How ſtrangely haſt thob 
whee!'d things + abeur-::for.'' ary; deliverance 2 
How - haſt chod allue'd.-me by the! varidus 
tokens of thy love;7/tal loverheerberter thanthe 
World How great” hath: been: thy care of my 
temporal concerns; /burt how:\far | greater 

care of the concerns: of my Soul? 'How ſtrong 


have been the''convidions <thou haſt vouch 


ſafed me > How greatzhe hghrthou haſt-impar 
ted tome 2 How'bright: that knowledge 
haſt-revealed ro!/mez' How numerous the checks 
of my own Conſcience whidy thou haſt fent 
me 2 -How frequent: the 'motions of: thy Spirir, 
thou-haſt ſhed into-my Soul'z How often haſt 
thou reaſon'd the:caſe; and expoſtulated with 
me,-and, as. the Angel did to. Balaam, ſtoodiih 
a narrow way, - where there//was no turning, 
neither to the right/nor to the left ; and all.be 
cauſe rhqu would'ſt-not have me ftand our any 
longer againſt thy moſt: gracious offers of $al- 
vation? How haſt chow” adjured - me by he 
bowels of Jeſus,” by :the wounds/and agonies 
of: the Son of God, ro die unto-{in,' and to/live 
unto righteouſneſs 2 How ſtrange hath been 
thy condeſcenfion, and doth'not all this delerve 
my love 2 Is-not here/cnoughito warm my ate 
tections rowards thee? Falte, ſtubborn heart! 
Whar -canſt rhou-' plead for thy - averſneſs from 
God, after ſuch a'proſpect of his fayours 2''Not- 
withſtanding my.long contempt -of theſe loving 
kindneſſes of the-Lord, I am yer alive, and0n 


this ſide Hell! 'How may 1-ſtand ge 
this 


_ a. a. | pu_— = hs 


— _- Rand ws nt - kan Þ ta. goed ae eee ens.  g<S , > te ro <@@G 2 © HT a Dat tr io... -c w-ou:cma.C.c. oc. }><_z 


this” rotigiouslong-Ht 
any Man thewn” me bur LIE thou 
of- rhat '16ve "God hath": itelke: 
miner DIS: him!'H Hoy ſhou ould; 
adore his Name! ' T0 oi ttudy bp Me 
ht "What p pay ſhould. I take to - nag 
praticiide" | How ſhould I reyere s Mg: 
w/ ſhould 1" ſpeak. of his Es 
hh would” I praiſe” his Ae 
ſhould Feniploy my RuSotick, bo A 
Poetry, ſtudy Eloquence, ſpeak by LS 
Poſture, my Geſtures, ' to make 
my Aﬀection ! 'Cari Man's dee ye Ht pre- 
yalent, and ſhall 'nor the goodneſs of God fir 
my Soul into a 'praCtical love to his Name : F 
Cari I do lefs than love him, to Whom T owe all 
Thave > To love. him is my or 2 MY in 
tereſt, 'my greateſt gr wc my God, ſhall 
[ love a little'ſhinin ay? a | lite duft, a Nittl 
carth,” and not, 16ye thee, who art worth rgore 
than ten-thouſard Wortds > "Shall I” love Fas 
thet and Mother, 48d not love thee; who haſt 
been betrer ro me than my Parents; ; and whe, 
my Father and Mother have forlaken me, haſt 
taken me up, and with everlaſting kindneſs Vi- 
fired me? Shall Love my Friend, and ſhall nor 
[ love thee, my Joy, my Trealure, my Hiding- 
place 2 But how can 1 love thee, except I Keep. 
thy ' Commandments 2 . How can” V be thy, 
Friend, except I d6*whatſoever.thou command- 
eſt me>”'Shall I love thee in words only,. who- 
haſt” loved me in deeds ? Shall T flatter _ 
Wit 
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with my Lips,aad hate-thee in my Heart > Shall 
Love thee, and love my, fins, which arg .thy 
greateſt Enemies 2 Did I;bu love thee as Idoa 
deat Friend, how caſie would all rhy Preceps 
ſeem? How little realon ſhould I haye to com> 
plain of the tediouſneſs of thy Yoak.2 .. What 
great, what * noble, what, generous Adtions, 
would thy love put me; upon. 2 Should pre- 
tend to love my Prince,-and affront... his Lay, 
how ſoon would 'my loye be. accuſed of a lie? 
How cafi I be {aid to loye thee,. while I hateto 
conform my {elf to thy will and pleaſure 2 How 
vain will my love appear.in, the laſt day, if it 
harh been a ſtranger to obedjence here.? - The 
Angels love thee, and they have no other way 
to demonſtrate their loye, but by running. at 
thy commands. . Thy holy fire. burns in thei 
breaſt, and makes them fly ro execute; thy, Or- 
ders. Do I hopeto be like unto the 'Angels of 
God hereafter, and ſhall net I take pattern, by 
their obediential love, while I ſojourn here ! 
O my God, thou art the proper object of my 
loye ; I rob thee of thy Honour, and commit 
Sacriledge, if 1 love any thing here belqw. bet- 
ter than thee: 1 am married to thee, and I mult 
loye nothing above thee. When po eye. pitticd 
me to have compaſſion upon me, mhen 1 was. caſt 
into the open fp to the loathing of my perſon, 
Ezek.16. 5, 6, 7, 8. thow didſt paſs by me, and 
ſaweſt me polluted in my Bleod,; and jaiaſt wo 
me when 1 was in my Blood, live ; they  didſp 


cauſe 


\Soill be' married to fo'grea crayon gs 
eh Harhor > Oy To, Fie a 


and found no reſt, _ ori it 16 ht Frict: 


Bury ro/ another? i Man, in, iron Bev eah 
hurt me, while*f ove rhee; Ont by: 
tortmand no Creatute' dares flir'6r 4 ? 
Thould diſcourage *me'/from lovin 


Thave all the Promiſes'f the Bib: i From prom X me 
101t? TFT lofe any thing in this Wd by lo- 
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nfs fe 16: 4 the bull of the fi 


"whe "it was 'the time" the Love, e's dat fre 


"thy "Skirt" over me, nal phe 
and. ſweiieſt unto me, ptotwo rf to a Col 
nat with me, and I became on: Airs Shall 


ſodoſe” - unto thee, and, ' Shall >, tefile my 1 
> ferting my" Tove on” trifles'? It hath'x JOTIc 
too long, ir hath wan dred' ) ang , 


and, like a ' 


ving'thee, haſt "hoe"rhou S redfirss enough'to 
recompence my"Tofſes? 1f Men deſpiſe me for 
loving thee, haſt*not thou Honour and Gloty 
etioagh to crown'thee withal'? TfT'do nor thrive 
in outward Riches, by loving thee, haſt nor chou 
who'art rich in! Mercy,a pearl'of price to beſtow 
upon me, when this life is ended? PFllrruft rhee, 
O:my God, and when my Luſts invite me toact 
like'a Beaſt, ll obey thee,and ſtrive to be perfett 
as\thou art perfe®- -When Men intice me to fin, 
Pl hearken to thee, and venture 'the dilgrace 
or injury they can inflict upon me; when the 
World tempts me to be carelel; of my Salva- 
tion, Flt follow- ehee, and work out my Salva» 
tion 
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with trembling, Th 
Fn Sagar art = 
has ear, or,rich, or, glorious 
aA WER © Erunk 1 ie! 


7 z 2 rha 1J wete 
oe! the vaſt; light of 
the love. of. God ! - Q. that, I had more of ithis 
nic Wine! O that the King ould load moe 
. 79 Wine Cellar ! O'char? y. Soul 
.more after him | O thar This dew of. en 
myghr fall on-my. fleece day:and. night! Qchat 
the. loye. of God might totally conquer me! 
.O that every chought. of, mine, might. breath 
nothing. but loye! | O, that it. were; my meat 
and drink to, love thee | This is perfect Angels 
food. Meats for the telly, and the belly for Memts, 
TY ſhall. <P both it and. them, but rbit fon 


it; or EVEN. .. + 


Wat 
gall bitt AT 
[e to go our 0 my, 


© Delight in God, is a Duty. as neceſſary. as the 


pes but how.1s it poſſible I ſhould ever arrive 
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iy40x, Men on Angels, Roa 
uſt he bo s OW; Feb 
ugs.0WE. their Being 2. | 
ly,, What taut the: Ib 10-1 
Alas |: gh is ye, fun, .bur. a. 
in- oper n,of Rees 
ayes behgld, = a "aſh an 
Father,of Lights ? Truly. the AFR 6. ſweet, 
= 4 pleaſant thing it is. for. the Eyes to is 
the Sun,  Eccli11..7:. Indeed, whatever is. rich rich, 
and to be admired in bees. ould. Henifie. 
nothing , ro us, without light.; if created. 
light. be ſo delightful, . O oe wn OW 2 
maſtrhou :be,. who. dwelleſt; in,,a Light; inac+ 
ſible, !.-If the: Sun, and Moon, and vrars, dem 
(ve: my. . delight, - How m3 juſtly may the. 
Great Creator gn. all rheſe.challenge- ir, whoſe 
Glory... doth. infinitely. .cranſcend -ail rhe liele 


pkiegs and radiations, .W hich ſhine ig fub- 
ig lunary 
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view, as it ſhines. in the works 'of Cre: 
a8 it ſparkles in thy wiſe ordering and manige- 
ment of the World,” as ir blazes in'the Redemp» 
cio) of Mankind, "as it gliſters'in' Regeneration 
Se Soul, 45/it. dazles the Eye in the glorifis 
citiof'of a Sinfier, 'how loyelywottdſt rhou'aps 

er!” And ſnice neither! thy" Being, nor thy 

brks ate in vaih, ſince” what'thou art,” and 
what thou do&{t/ 'miuſt needs'be 6r ſome 'c&6- 
end ; Whar can'T conclude; Bur thar tlioy 
difcoveteft ſo midch Beauty, and Splendor,” and 
gl6tyto poor Mortals, becauſe-"we' fliould'tes 
joyce/and debghe in thee, and be raviſh'd wh 
thee > O my Soul,” without'this delight iri/God; 
thop'canſt acyer be happy ; God'isthy adequate 
OVje&t, 2nd thy Center, and%he alone carr give 


iy objects! 'O my 'God;" were thy Bedi 


che reſt; and except; he fills,” and' ſarisfrech thy 

ers, they'1]' be'forced like Noh's Dove)*ro' 
Rtret and fly yp and down, wander in a'D& 
farr, and loſe themſelves in a barren Wildertids; 
Thou' rejoyceſt, in a Father, in''a Mother, "ins 


Friend,” but God" is more than a'Father, "more 
than'-a Mother, more than a Friend to thee, He 
doth "more for thee, He loves thee better'thain' 
any of” theſe can do. Thou rejoyceſt in a curious: 
Landskip, in the delicate ſiruation of a Houle, 
ina lovely Arbour, in a {weet, and gentle Ri- 
ver, but haſt not thou greater reaſon ro rejoy& 
in tm, who hath 'made all theſe >> When thou 
delighceſt in God thou art at reſt, and thy Reſt 
declates thy happineſs.How canſt thou hopethy” 

a Religious 
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| [Religious exerciſes will be accepted in Heaven, - 


while thou knowſt not what*this Holy delight 
doth mean 2 The Heathens/gueſs'd art the accep- 
tance of their Sacrifices; by the chearful burn- 


-delight is in God, the ſtronger Argument thou 
haſt, that" thy Devotion meets with applauſe 
and approbation in Heaven. Variety is ſtrarige- 
ly delightful to thee here on'Earth, and, Why, 
en hath God fo little of thy delight? though 
Ged be bur One, yet in that One" God are fo 
many pleaſant objects, that wert-thou to live 
here a thouſand years, in this One God thou 
might'ſt every day meet with freſh objects of de+ 
light-; with this God thou art to beraviſh'd to 
all Eternity , and then (ure 'there is variety 
enough in him to revive and recreate thee for 
*afew years in this preſent World. Survey all 
his bleſſed Artributes, his Holineſs, his Omni- 
preſence , his Omniſcience , his Immurability , 
his Immenfity,his Wiſdom and Eternity ; Survey 
his Goodneſs to Mankind, his Perfe&tion, his 
All-ſfutfieiency, his willingneſs to advance Man 
fo the enjoyment of that Glory, which the bleſs 
ſed Angels do poſlefs ; Survey his Revelations, 
his Manifeſtations of himſelf, ro this dark igno- 
rant World; his Statutes, and Judgments, and 
Laws, and the Reaſonableneſs, and Equity of 
them all; Survey his various Diſpenfations under 
the Old and New Teſtament, his Methods of 
converting Men, and the various degrees where- 
by.-he hath procceded in the reformation of the 


A a wretched 


[ ing of the Fire upon the Altar; The greater thy 
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wretched Progeny of Adam;lurvey his wonderful 
love in Chriſt Jeſus, and his pity and: compaſſion 
to Rebels, toTraitors, to his greateſt Enemies; 
Survey the, benefits and advantages, which ariſe 
from Chriſt's: Paſhon, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, 
Intercefſion ; Survey. his Promilcs, ; and 'Threat- 
nings, his Merey ,to;the Penitent, this Juſtice-to 
the, unbelieving;Smner;Survey, his Mercies, both 
publick and private, -borh Spiritual and Tem- 
poral; and his yarious Favours to.all Mankind, 
co thy fellow. Chriſtians, to thy Relations, and 
thy Self; Survey the- Priyiledges he allows to 
thoſe thar feat him, | Priviledges which are the 
torments of DNeyils,' to ſee what Man-may come 
to, and themſelves muſt remain. for! ever depri- 
ved ; of Survey the. Prerogatives of theſe men, 
how he gives them leave to call upon him, an- 
{wers them when they call, permits them tocall 
themſelves his Ghildren, his Darlings, his Far 
vourites, his-Jewels, his Friends, and rhe Apple 
of,his Eye ;. Survey the Glory which God re 
ccives from all his Creatures, in thatall conſpire 
to fulfil his Will ; Survey the Joy, the Glory, the 
Happineſs, the Triumphs, the Songs, the Haller 
lujal's, which he hath deſigned for his Servants, 
whereof they have a- tatte here , and which 
ere long they ſhall enter upon, to their Eter- 
aal contentand ſatisfaction. O my Soul, Who 
can exprets all che pleaſing Objes, which are 
in this Glorious God thou doſt adore ? 

Vaſt Ocean of Delight! How can my Soul 


be weary of delighting in thee z where every 
object 
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object is of a; multiplying natuffe, and the far- 
ther I go,the. more charms I meet withal ; eyery 
Beam, every Ray, that darts from thy Throne, 
every work of thy Power (and Oh how in- 
finite is the number of them!) adminiſters' Des 
light. And ſure he deſerves to be ſtary'd, that 
may come to thole Waters, of | Life, and is in- 
vited to participate of this Milk and Honey, 
and to delight his Soul in fatneſs, and prefers 
the ſtolen Waters of Sin, before theſe living Wa- 
ters, which, like thoſe in the Eſculapian Well; 
are not capable of putrefaction. - wm 
Look, O my Soul, look. with piry ' on the 
Poor diſtracted World, that delights in things 
helliſh and ſinful, worldly, mean, and trivial, 
Whowould enyy.the ſottiſh pleaſures of $trato, 
Anthony, Tiberius, Caligula, Commodus , Cotys, 
Demetrius 2 pleaſures fitter for Bulls, and Bears, 
and Goats, than for Men of Reaſon ? they dream 
they cat and drink, and are at a great Feaſt, 
but in;the Morning when they wake, "they fitid 
themſelves empty. A rational complacency 
in.God is Bread 1ncorruptible, this is the Mear 
thou muſt live upon for eyer;. thou delighteft 
ina curious Picture, why not in him that's al- 
together lovely 2 Thou delightelt in a delicate 
lhape, Why not; in him that's fairer than the 
Children of Men? 'Thou delighteſt in a pleaſant 
Garden, in well-order'd Walks, in flowry Mea- 
dows;Why, not in him, whoſe Gracious Preſence 
can make a Dungeon a Paradiſe » Hoite up thy 
Sails, O.my Soul, let thy deſires craye all rhat's 
| | Aa 2 rich 
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rich, good, and magnificent; Why, in God thou 
haſt it all, in a moſt eminent manner; while 
others delight in their plenty,thou canſt delight 
in him,who is plenteous in Mercy unto all them, 
that call op ham While others delight in know- 
ledge, thou cauſt delight in him, in whom ate 
all the treaſures of Wiſdom; while orhers deli 

in the protection of their Friends, thou canſt de- 
light in him, who is a preſent help in the rime 
of trouble ; while others delight in a ſtately 
Seat , thou canſt delight in the ſecret place 
and in_the ſhadow of the 'Almighty. O mj 
God, thou fatisfieſt the hungry Soul, and'fille 
the thirſty Soul with Goodneſs. The Soul cat- 
not crave beyond what thou canſt give, nor ask 
more than thou art able to afford ; the deſires 
of the Soul ars not ſo infinite, but thy Store 
and Plenty is unſpeakably more infinite than 
our defires. They that cannor delight in thee, 
have ſtrange brutiſh Souls ! They ſee not how 
thou goeſt, how thou,my God, goelt in the San- 
Qtuary ; they never felt thy' Holy influences ; 
they know not what Peace thou ſpeakeſt 'unto 
thy Pcople; they” are not ſenſible how thow doſt 
encourage thole,: that ſcrve'thee; they are not 
ſenſible how great the Rewards are, thou haſt 
laid up for Men, that forget what is behind then, 
and feck firſt thy Kingdom, and 'its righteoub 
nets. O Goodneſs, lmmentſe,” and Infinite * It 
every ſingle Goodis pleafant,and-delightful,how 
delightful muſt "thou be, who arr that wide 


and ample Sea, into whict-all theſe o__ 
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and Emanations. of Goodneſs run! If created 
life be pleaſant, how pleaſant muſt thou, be”, 
which : giveſt that life! If created Wiſdoni'be 
amiable, how amiable muſt thou be, from'whom 
that Wiſdom flows, O my God, I fee, how all 
the pleaſant things of the World periſh,bur thou - 
art the (ame, and thy years do not fail,andrhou 
endureſt from one generation to another'; here 
therefore I'll fix my Delight; on this Rock Tle 
build my Joy ; while others delight in numbeiftg 
their bags, I'le delight in numbring the loving 
Kindneſles of my God; while others delighit'in 
their preferment, I'le delight” in being adopted* 
into the Glarious liberty of God's Children ; 
while others delight in the "greatneſs of rheir 
Relations, Ile delight in having the great .Sa- 
yiour .of the World, for my elder Brother; 
while others delight in their Farms and Oxen, 
Tle delight in 'my Title to the Tree , of Life ; 
while others delight in Kingdoms and Princt- 
palitics, I'le delight ip him who hath made'me 
a King and Prielt unto God, and to his. Fa- 
ther; / will delight my ſelf in the Lord”, and 
he ſhall give the defires of my heart , Plal, 
37: 4: | 
Did the Man who is almoſt perſyaded into 
Charity, but ſeriouſly confider, whar' a 'ftrels' 
the Goſpel lays upon this Pious liberality ; how 
Chriſt. in the laſt day, is refoly'd to-infilt more 
upon this Duty, than upon any other ; how he 
iS but a Steward of thole Bleſſings he enjoys ; 
8nd how God gave him rhat Eſtate he hath, 
mh with 


WH 
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with this very ifitent, that he ſhould be bene: 
ficial to thoſe, whom Providence hath ' made 
objects of his Bounty ; how great an impedi- 
ment his extreme fondneſs of this Worlds Goods, 
is to his future happineſs; How it darkens* his 
Graces, clouds his Comforts, hardens his Heart; 
{ears his Conſcience, enſlaves him to the Devil ; 
How. his Charity is no more than Juſtice, a due 
dabr he owes to his poor Neighbor, for which 
reaſon, the Holy Ghoſt calls Mens Alms, righ- 
trpuſneſs, {o that with-holding our hands from 
giving to People in neceſſity,” or from. aſſiſting 
then an, time of need , is robbing them of 
that, which is their due ; how difficult, nay, 
how impoſlible is it for a Man ,. that dotes on 
theſe outward Comforts, to become a'true Dif 
Ciple -of Chriſt: with what carneſtneſs all the 
Prophets and Apoſtles of old , have recom» 
mended this Honouring of God with our Sub- 
ſtance, and with the Firſt Fruits of our In- 
creaſe ; How kind God's Aſpedt is to this Du- 
ty; How great God's condeſcenſion is , 'in 
being willing to accept of that, as done to hini- 
ſelf, which is done to his Servants, or Chriſt's 
diſtreſſed Members ; How ſignally he bleſſes this 
Virtue, how all Faith is dead without .it, how 
vainly that Man- hopes for Heaven, that hath 
no.bowelsof compaſſion; I ſay, would the Man, 
that is unreſoly'd,, whether he ſhall deny him- 
{clt, and give away conſiderably to Pious ules, 
bur..ponder all theſe arguments, by thi aiſiftance 
of:God, 1t would make him relolye ro lay Y 

uch 
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ſuch a portion of all his gain, and in-comes for 
God's Service,;and keep to it, and ſtop his Ears 
againſt all the ſuggeſtions ofthe Devil to the 
contrary, and "reſign himſelf entirely to God's 
Providence, and leaye it to 'Ged, how ,,and 
when, and where' to. make him amends for it, 
and believe, that it will moſt certainly be re- 
compens'd 'to him inthe ReſyrreQion+ of the 


 Meekpeſsis 1o.. great a Duty” of the Golkel, 
that Chriſt makes it rhe diſtinguiſhing charatter 
of his Diſciples, and indeed, none is more, like- 
ly to arrive to it, than he thar makes-it his;bu- 
ine(s to conſider, how famous” ſome of the Hea- 
thens were for this Virtue ; How - Pericles ;bid 
his * Servant light him home, who had. rajled 
agaiſt him all day ; How Socrates put by the 


LY 


calumnies that were caſt upon, him with this, 
That the ſlanderer had ſaid nothing of him, that 
he found himſelf to be guilty of ; How Dion of 
Alexandria was ſilent under all the reproaches, 
that were. thrown, upon him; . how unworthy 
of a Chriſtian it is to do leſs, with all the,helps 
of Grace, than the. other,, by, the atliſtance .;of 
Narure only; how this is to have the ſame mind 
which. was alſo in Chriſt Feſws.;  what,milchiefs 
ſudden Anger hurries Men into, how everely 
the Great Redeemer of. the Warld checks his 
Diſciples, that call for Fire from Heaven rocoge 
fume the Men, who, had denied "their Maſter. 
Lodging ; how grcat the conquelis 15, to ſubgue 
thoſe Paiſlions, which would cngage us to wrath 
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and fury/; how dercly that Man can a&t,that 
curbs thoſe unruly aftections ; how this excel. 
lent quality adorns the Goſpel of our Saviour; 
how it diſpoſes Men for a ſatisfactory dilcharge 
of their Duty towards God ; How great eyils 
and | inconyeniencies it prevents; How many 
times it. melts rhe offender if. there be any un- 
genuity in him, and wins more upon him, than 
all the fierce proceedings,we can uſe; How great 
a preparative it is for a good name, and how 
Men, who underſtand what Self conqueſt means, 
cannot but commend and celebrate it; How 
in .Hiſtory, Men, famous for this Grace, are cx- 
toll'd above the greateſt Conquerors 3 How 
Heayen cannot but applaud it, to ſee Men ſtrive 
to be perfect, as their Father in Heaven is per- 
fe”; How great Wiſdom it argues, to be zea- 
lous in God's cauſe, when his Glory is aftronted 
and meek in our own .concerns and injuries; 
What Peace, what Satisfaction it cauſes in the 
Soul, what Bleſſings are entail'd upon it ; How 
comfortably thoſe, who have endeavour'd to 
be maſters of this temper, may leave this World, 
and dye, as the Fews ſaid of Moſes, the meek- 
eſt of Men, at the Kiſs of God into Eternal 
Glory, © 1-0 01 EV 1060 1 
Santtification of the Lords Day, or, which is 
all one, conſecrating that day to God's Service, 
and {pending it in publick'and private Relig 
ous Exerciſes, in Meditating, hearing the Word, 
patty of God, good Works, and Spiritual 

nferences,is a thing, which deyout Co 
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have, .in all ages, thought themſelves. obliged 


to obſerve.; and certainly he . will find. great 
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ſances, as theſe. How Holy is this day 1 Hay 
ſhould my_Soul rejoyce at the dawning of it! 
this is the day which rhe Lord hath made, and 
which is to. put. me in mind of the greateſt mer- 
cy,that was. ever youchſafed to Mankind : Can 
there be any thing more ; coltly than the Re> 
demption of Man? or can I ſpend roo much 
time in commemorating ſo Glorious a Favgur? 
I that can ſpend time inrehearling, what Jewels 
my Parents have left me, what Houles they have 
bequeath'd me,” what Lands. they have aſlign'd- - 
to me, what moyeables thcy have given me, 
ſhall I think much in ſpending one day in even, 
in rehearſing what God hath done for my Soul: 
When God allows me {fix days in the week, 
to follow the buſineſs of my lawful Calling, 
cannot I allow one day entire for his Service? 
Are the concerns of my Soul lo trivial that 
they do not _deſerye one day. in the week? 
or, [s Salyation ſo ealic a thing, that, to ſpend 
much time .in the contrivance of it, is alto- 
gether needleſs 2 I canallow a whole day, lome- 
times two or three, for the recreation of my 
Body,and muſt my Soul have none to Feaſt it 
{elf upon God, and endleſs Glory 2 Alas! How 
little do thoſe flaſhes of contemplating God in 
the week days, which are ſo often interrupted 
by worldly buſineſs, warm the Soul 2 How little 

are 
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are Mens af{etions wrought upon by thoſe fitg 
of* Deyotion , 'except- they take a 'whole day 
to warm their Souls at. rhe beams of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs? Alas | How little ſeriouſneſs 
do I ſee in thoſe” Families, where this day is nor 
Religioufly ſpent, where every Perſon is per- 
mitted to uſe rheit liberty, and where” the pub: 
lick Exerciſes in the Church are not ſeconded 
by private Diſcourſes, and Prayers, and Cele 
brations of the Goodneſs of God! How looſe! 
how vain, how fooliſh, are they commonly! 
How little do "they mind the power of Reli: 
gion, How little are they acquainted with the 
Spiritual * part of Godlineſs! What liberty do 
they give themlelyes in their ations, ſuch as a 
conſcientious Man will be afraid of | Where is 
my ſelf-denial, if I cannot deny my ſelf in my 
Worldly Diſcourſes, or Thoughts.one'day How 
can I hope my Spiritual wants and neceſſities 
ſhould ever be dicover'd to me, excepr I do in 
my Cloſetapply,what1 have heard in the Houle 
of God, and water rhe incorruptible Seed that 
1s ſown in my, Heart, by ſelf-examinarion, that 
it may grow, and ſprout, and bear Fruit 2 O the 
Joy, the Comtarr, the Satisfaction I mightreap 
from the ſincerefandificaton of this day ! How 
quiet] ymighrc I he down art night, after ſo ſweet 
a converſe with God'all day > How ſoft would 
my Reſt be, having worked in God's Vineyard 
{o many hours? How joyfully might I rile next 
Morning, aad comtort my ſelf with the happy, 
remembrance of Bleſſings, my Soul any 7 
CC1Y 
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ceiv'd the day before 2 Thus to obſerve 'and 
to improve this day, would be a Prologue to 
my everlaſting Reſt, a Preface to my Eternal re. - 
poſe in Abrahams boſom; a Preſage,thatT ſhould 
ere long reſt from all Tears and Sorrow, and 
Pain, and anguiſh, and from all the temptati- 
| ons of the World , the Fleſh, and the -De- 
vil, and be admitted into the Quire of Angels, 
to peas him day and night, who lives for eyer 
and ever. 
In this manner, all other Duties may be com- 
paſs'd, the Beauty, Glory, Uſefulneſs of them 
thus ſpread before the Underſtanding,” Will, 
and Aﬀedctions , are apt to work upon” theſe - 
Faculties, and they being prevail'd upon, , the 
Eyes, the Ears, the Hands, the Feer, will 
quickly do their part, and ſthew their readi- 
neſs to obey the Commands of their Superior 
Officers. | S 
IT. It helps Men to improye external Objets, 
into very comfortable Contemplations. . When, 
I take a view of the. Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
or reflet on the Air, Fire, Earth and Warer, 
Conſideration may furniſh me with very excel-, 
lenr Truths, and the nobleſt Leſſons of Reli- 
gion. Conſideration can Metamorphiſe objects, 
and fpiritualize rhem, and find our rhe fecrer 
deſigns of the Almighty, in thoſe Creatures, 
which the ſenſual Man looks upon;” and, like'a 
Beaſt, paſſes by, without any admiration ; This 
eye can pierce through ſolid Bodies,and read the 


wholſom Leſſons which lic hid under thoſe groſ 
or 
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ſcr Mangles. For after this manner ir ma argue, 
Take wings, O my Soul, fly, up.to yonder Hea- 
ven, where the Almighty hath ſer a Tabernacle 
for the Sun, which is as a Bridegroom coming 
out of his Chamber, and rejoyces as a Giant to 
run his race ;. Behold, how this Glorious Planer 
the great Almoner | of Heaven when. he ri 

revives every living thing with his:kindly beams, 
and will nor the increated Sun, from whom this 
bright Star borrows his ſhining Rayes, when he 
ſhall riſe unto the Spirits of Men made perfe& 
in the laſt day, fill chem all wich unſpeakablg 
joy and gladneſ(s; and as a diſmal uncomforta- 
ble darkneſs fucceds, when this created Sun 
doth leaye our Hemiſphere,ſo think, how dread- 
ful, how full of horror, and diſconſolateneſs that 
darkneſs muſt be, which muſt unavoidably fall 
on wretched impenitent ſinners, that would take 
no warning, when the increated Sun ſhall. with- 
draw from them his beartifical Preſence for. ever : 
Behold this created Sun, how many thouſand 
kindneſlcs it beſtows upon Manking, and doth 
not this put thee in mind of the Father of Lights, 
from whomevery good and perfect gift delcends? 
How much bigger is this ſhining Body, than the 
whole Earth; and doſt not rhou remember, how, 
before thy God, all Mankind are as Graſhoppers, 
or rather,as the duſt, ofthe Ballance, nay,lighter 
than nothing, and vanity. The Sun, that hg 
may enlighten the whole World, is forced to gq 
from one place to another ; but thy God, at 1nd 
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and the ſame time without: moving. his ftation, 
can fill Heayen and Earth with'his'Glory.:::;--; 
= Behold, O my Soul, rhe-next great Light, the 
Moon, which; 'the nearer ir-approachesthe Sun, 
the brighter it grows in that'part;-which--looks 
towards Heaven, tho it becomes darker in that 
part; which-looks rowards:the-Earth, and/when 
iris oppoſite to:the Sun, loſes allthat brightne(s 
it had inits conjunQion with the Sun, and.is on- 
ly bright inthar parr, which reſpes this lower 
World; and'doſt nor thou ſee a yery lively Em- 
blem of 'a converted, . and unconverted, ſinner 
in'this luminary 2: Behold; the:nearer thou ap- 
proacheſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs in Purity and 
Holineſs, thegreater luſter, and the greater hap- 
ineſs thou receiveſt; the Inhabitants ofHeayen 
hold thy Brightneſs and Innocence; and'ap- 
plaud ir,thoughtenſual Men, may'be, think-thee 
all-darkneſs, all obſcuriry, becaute thou doſt nog 
wallow in works of darkneſs with them ; they, 
may be; look upon thee as: mad and diſtracted, 
becauſe rhou- arr ſo, buſie, {o-carneſt, fo zealous, 
to pleaſe thy. God, and {pendeſt {o much time in 
aiſing,and magnifying, and glorifying of him ; 
bh thoſe that, dwell in yonder- region of Lighr, 
and Bliſs, know that then, ahd not till then,thou 
art Maſter- of thy Reaſon, and doit act like. a 
perſon,thar's capable: of being made partaker of 
the Divine Nature. In a word, thou art Light 
to:them above, and Night to. Men beneath... On 
the other fide, when thou _rurneſtthy back upon 
(God, walk'ſt oppoſite, and -contrary to, him, 
02 whatever 
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wharever reſpe&-and- credit -thou-may'ſt bays 
from. the World, God and his-Holy-Angels look 
upon'thee, as. darkneſs ; thy; Underſtanding, 
which. -is--thar part; which prop Peay: looks, In 
wards Heaven, loſes all _ - and ho 
marvel; for-Godalone can {a hen 4 __ hebe- 
ing -gone,that-part;mutt oa be, perfect as, yo: 
and no/wonder, 'if; upon this darkneſs, 
inclines vigorouſly to the | World, and 
ſeQtions are altogether carried /\out after! th 
dro[s and dung of this tranſitory Earth, if 
thoughts are all engaged about the World;- 
thy 'Speeches employ'd- about ther World; and 
thou becomn'ſt wr ah for the World, and loſeſball 
thy Wiſdom for God, and for Salvation, and 
thou art Night to the Spirits above and Day 
ro: Men below. 

O-my Soul, Canſt thou look +upon the/Sun 
and Moon, and not remember how differently 
God' deals with triumphing Saints in Heaven, 
and-his Militant Church here on Earth? They 
. enjoy a perpetual Sun-ſhine, we areallow'd-nb 
more' bur Moowlight ; we. ſee,7as it were, 
through a Glaſs, 'darkly ; chey, face to face; 
Their light, like charof the Sun, - never leſſens; 
ours, \like that of the Moon, is ſometimes great- 
er, ſometimes leſs, and ſometimes we have none 
at all.” How often doth the afflicted Believer 
walk' in darkneſs? -God hides the light of us 
Countenance 'from/'him, and her«is-troubled : 
Sometime he is all joy, by and by all darknels 


again; ſometimes he is like St. Pant, wrapt- up 
int9 
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into the third; Heaven ; ſometimes: like Men, 
that ſee God's Wonders in *the;deep,.he goes 
down again to:the depths, / and: his/Soul. melts 
becauſe of trouble ; how -clear- are the appre- 
henſions ſometimes he hath-of the loveand mer- 
cy of God /| and he feenis toibe:able rocompre- 
hend with all | Saints, :whart isithe depth and 
breadth of the: love of God;:ri:How:-:oftenz ooh 
the ' other ſide;:is a veil :drawn::over'all-rheſe 
bright conceptions, . and: he> groveling-in the 
duſt> What: floods of Conſolation: doth: Ged 
ſometimes pour: out-upon:zhis Soul > whereas at 
other times thoſe comtorts comedown in drops, 
which'uſed to come in ſhowers;”. How great 
fometimes'is - his-ſtrength-againſt cemprations ? 
How weak-is his courage, atianother? How like 
the great” Feſws'can he ſometimes rebuke "rhe 
Winds and Waves, and make the/Sea calm,and 
at.another time how ready is he to faint with 
the Diſciples, and to look upon himſelf as To{t! 
How chearfully ſometimes ean'he cry out;/7can 
do - all things through Chriſt wha ftrenethens mt ? 
How mournfully is he forcedito expreſs himſelf 
at-another, / ſee 'a Law in'my'members warring 
teainſt the Law of my mind; and brinzing me into 
captivity to the” Law of Sin. | b 
Behold, O-my Soul, the-vaſt number'of the 
Stars and Lamps of Heaven; how wife, how 
powerful is that God that made them 5” Who 
can look upon thoſe curious Lights,” withour 
admiring their Creator ? ' Behold, they riſe and 
go down at his command, and do not fail-one 
minute 
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minute: of their--appointed time; how: ſhould 


this "reach thee: dience? - How ichearfully 
ſhouldſt thou run at the Command of thy God? 
Theſe Glorious Stars, though mou m— 
-yaſtly great, yet they - never claſh, or diſagree, 
one = ka, las ſhould this en 
thee ito unfeigned ' Charity, and Peaccablenels} 
How. ſhould this put thee upon promoting 
Peace, and Concord, and Agreement among thy 
Neighbors? And do not theſe Stars put thee 
in mind, how ere long thou ſhalt ſhine as the 
Stars in the Firmament tor ever 2 #7appy Hour ! 
Bleſſed Day ! when thou ſhalt be cloathed with 
Splendor, and Immortality, when thou: ſhalt 
{ee Night no more, -azd ſhalt need no Candle, nti- 
ther light of the Sun, but the Lord. jhall give thee 
light, and thou ſhalt reign with him for ever, 

. Come down lower, O my Soul, I have-not 
done yet with God's wonderful Works; r& 
flet upon the Air, in which all ſenſitive Crea- 
tures breath; without this Air, the whole Crea- 
tion would die; 'tis this that: keeps Men, and 
Beaſts,and all Plants, and Herbs, aliye; See how 
-all Creatures, when ready to be ſmother'd, up- 
on letting in of Air, do all reyive, and live 
gain; and is not the Holy Spirit of God, O my 
Soul, the very ſame to thee, that the Air is to 
all Creatures ; without this Spirit of God to ene 
lighten, ro move, and todirect thee, thou haſt 
the name that thou liyeſt, bur thou art dead; 
it's this Spirit muſt give thee life, it's he that 


muſt warm thee into a practical love of God; 
It's 
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I's he -thar mult; live. in, thee, that thou mayſt 

not fulfil the deſires, of che Flcih,; is he muſt 

tach- thee how to pray ; .it's he muſt help thy 

infirmities, and: bear. witneſs with thy Spirit, 

that thou art a Child of God: Beg this rich 

gift at the hands-of God, and thou ſhalt have 

t;fcek-ir, and thou . ſhalt find-it ; knock at 
Heaven Gate for ir, and God will open, arid 

grant thee thy hearts deſire. | _ Th 
Behold; O my. Soul, how vain and fooliſh 

thoſe Men are, that will not believe the Being 
of Angels, or; of. Spirits, becauſe they neyer 
aw-any;-Can they. {ce the Air > And why do 
not they queſtioa, wherher there beluch a thing 

as: Air, or no? This Air {upports all Crea- 
tires, {o. doth thy: God much more. £7? ſends 

the "Springs into .. the Valleys, which run among the 
Hills +: They! give, drink. to, ever) Braff of” the 
Field, the , wild. A(ſ:s.' quench their , thirſt; * He 
watereth the, Hills. from his Chambers, the Farth 
® ſatisfied with the Fruits of his Worl's, Fe cauſes 
the Graſs to grow for the Catte!,"and Firbs for the 

ſervice .of Man, Pal. 104. 10, 11, 13, 14. When 
this Air - yields, to, all groſs Bodies, and lets 
them pals without, oppoſition , how doth it 
read to. thee LeKtures of Patience 4nd Humili- 

ity 2: In rhar Flexibility, thou” maylt ice rhe'tin». 
ituine(s of thy.; incxorablc remper, the odioul- 
-nels:.of. rhy.,reycngetal deſires, 4nd reviling'a= 
gain. when chou Arc revyed, and giving the'dt- 
tender. /as-good; as, he brings; the Art teproves 
thee; when chou art deaf to all intreatics ro'be 
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reconcil'd to him that hath injur'd thee, whey 
thou wilt not yield to the humble ſupplication 
of diſtreſſed creatures, and when thou ppb 
thy own humour to all the rational perſuaſions 
of wiſer Men than my ſelf. 7 "Ip 
Look upon the. Fire, O my Soul, and be- 
hold how differently it acts upon Bodiesit meets 
withal, how it conſumes the Hay and Stubble, 
and cleanſeth and purifies- Gold and Silver; 
Doſt thou not ſee here, as in a Glaſs, howth 
God deſtroys the workers of iniquity, /andad- 
yances, and increaſes, and purifies the'deſites 
and affections of a devout and religious Soul! 
Thou {teſt how hard and black Tron is, when 
it is not near the Fire, and how bright and 
tractable it becomes inthe Fire, and is not this 
the true Picture of a finner>2 While he isa 
ſtranger to the Law of God, he hardens his 
Heart as Flint and Adamant, no threatnings 
pierce him, no promiſes prevail with himz"no 
Judgments fright him, no Providences move 
him, no mercies melt him ; he deſires the whole 
Armour of God,and fighteth againſt him; his fins 
ſtand ſtiff, his luſts remain unſhaken ; he feeds 
upon God's bleflings as Swine do'upon Acorns, 
without minding the Hand that throws them 
down; he hears Sermons, bur they awake him 
not; he is intreated, but flights the invitati- 
on; he is reproved, but laughs ar the reprehen- 
ſion ; but when that Holy Fire, the love of God, 
enters into his heart, how flexible, how tra- 


\Rable, doth he grow 2 How doth the _ 
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God cotiſtrain him to avoid ſin, and to bid Ye. 
france' to all the works of darkneſs'? He that 
before ſcorn'd to hear the glad ridings of the 


"\Golpel, how ' doth he now ſubmit ro. Ciriſt's 


eafie' yoke 2 He thar before thought ſuch adus« 
ty unfit and improper for a perſon of his qua- 
lity, how chearfully' doth-he now -bow. and 
yield to it ? * He'that before had a thouſand ex- 
cuſes, why he could nor do'what Chriſt enjoyns 
him, how doth: he now lay all thoſe idle apo« 
logies by 2 He that'before was churliſh, -be- 
comes now affable and courteous : 'He thar be« 


fore was _—_ be very angry at the leaſt 'af- 


front, now bears it more quietly : He that be- 
fore' put” oft the Erernal God with the meaneſt 
of- his endeavours, now is willing to give him 


»the- far and ſtrengrh of his affe&tions: He' that 


before could hear Miniſters call tro him, and tall 
again without effet, now cries out, Sirs, What 
muſt I do to be ſaved' ? He thar before could 
rot be perſuaded to walk in the ſtraight way, 
now runs in the way of God's Commandments. 


"Bleſſed Fire,” which, like the hallowd flames 


of Heaven, conſumes nor, but illumanates ; ne- 


"''yer ſuffers the. heart to be hardned, bur puri- 


fies it ; doth nor ſtraiten the Soul, bur elevates 


"it ; doth not clog, but refine it ; doth uor cott- 


fornd; bur fublime'ir; deftroys the'drofs, but 
preſerves the'gold; and burns away all uns 
'clean' and inordinare paſſions, and all immos 
derite cares 'of this World, bur raifes the Soul 


"above the' World, and engages it to fly aboye 
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for eycrmore. God is thy relt indeed, O my 
ſoul; and when thou canſt life thy1e.f inthe 
wotinds of thy rear redcemer, then, then thou 
aft" ſafe, and* rhe Gares of Hell are not able tg 
prevail againſt thee. abs, | 
-Canſt rhon Tee how plentifully the Earth” 
provides for Mankind, and forger what ptovi- 
ton God makes for thee, that thou may 1t not 
mils of the Crown of Righteouſneſs hereafter ? 
and when thou feeft how all things, the Earth 
produces, praile their Creator in their way, an1 
ſew forth his Glory; Can'tt,rhou be filent, or 
forbear to be' perperually exrolling the good- 
nels of that God, tharhath given thee a tongue. 
on purpoſeto ſpeak thoſe praiſes, whereof other 
Creatures make bur a dumb'ihew 2 Thou leeft 
how this Earth produces Gold and Silver; and 
how beauriful rhe Catpers are, on which it ins 
vites her Inhabitants to wa'k? and if this 
Earth be fo glorious, what will Heaven be 2 
If the Houſe which God vouchſafes to his ency 
mics be {0 ſplendid, what will his own Place be 
where none but himſelf. and his fervants ſhall 
dwell for ever 2 If the outward Court be 1o 
Magnificent, whar' muſt the Prefence-Cham- 
ber of che King of Kings be? It Gold and Silver, 
by their glictering, dazle rhe cycs of ſpectators 
here, What will the bearifical Preicnce of Al: 
mighry God do, which is beyond all the ſhine 
and Juſtre that Gold and precious Stones 
afford > | 

From the Earth, O my Soul, launch our in- 
Bb 3 ra 
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to the Waters ; How uſeful are the Leſſong, 
ſuggeſted to thee by this Element 2 Canſt thoy 
look upon Water, and not refle& on the Grace, 
of God, + which hath appear'd to all Men ? how 
this waſhes the Souls of Believers from all filthi- 
neſs, both of fleſh and Spirit ; how it quenches 
the Fire of ſinful Luſts in Men; how it takes a 
way Mens thirſt, and greedineſs, after the ſub- 
lunary comforts ; how it cools the Soul under 
che greateſt lreat ofmiſery ; how it makes many 
of one mind, as the innumerable Atomes of Flows 
er go together in Water, to make up one Loaf of 
Bread, and unites Milions of Men, under one 
Head, the Lord Feſws Chriſt. behold rhe Springg 
and Fountains, which, like Pearls, adorn the 
curious Fabrick cf the Earth ; Canſt thou call 
them Fountains, and, Doth not that Name put 
thee in mind of the Fountain of Life, the Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom, the Fountain of living Wa: 
rers, and the Fountain openf'd for the Houſe of 
Fudah and Feruſalers, for fin and for Unclean- 
neſs ? Do but think what riches flow from that 
everlaſting Spring ! Thy God is the yery Foun- 
tain of all Beings: in him, and to him, and 
through him, are all chings 3 he depends on no 
Cauſes, he hath need of no aſliſtence, nothing 
can hurt hin, bur all things depend upon him; 
he is the beginning of all things without a be- 
ginning, the end without end; the great Caule 
without a cauſe; infinite, unlimited, immenle, 
and incomprehenſible : Refreſh rhy 1elf, O my 
Soul, in this neyer-fading, and NR 
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Fountain ; admire him, ſerve him, love him, de- 
ſixe him, deſpiſe all other things in compariſon 
of him, for he alone can ſupply all thy wants and 
neceſſities, content thy atfeCtions here, and fill 
thee with everlaſting comfort hereafter. 

HI. It wonderfully ſupports Men under affli- 
Qions, for our impatience lies in our minds, and 
where the diſeaſe begins, there it's fit the cure 
ſhould begin; but, Which way ſhould the Mind 
be.cur'd bur by Conſideration ? it's this muſt- 
anſwer all the Objeftions that Fleſh; and Blood 
ſuggeſt to the Mind ; Ir's this mult filence all 
the arguments, which ſcem to juſtifie our mur- 
murs againſt rhe diſmal providence we meet 
withal, and the thoughts which cauſe our dif- 
content muſt be expell'd by thoughts'of our 
demerits, and God's juſtice ; and without all 
peradyenture, that Man ſhall be able to bear his 
tribulation better, that thus reaſons the caſe 


with himſclf, Why art thou caſt down, O my 


Soul, and, Why art thou {ſo dilquieted within 
me 2 Hath thy God a hand in this affliftion, or 
hath he not 2 if he hath not, Where is his Pro» 
vidence? If he hath, Why doſt rhou grumble ?- 
Doth not thy God know better, what is expe» 
cient for thee, than thy {elf 2 Is he all wiſe, and 
Dath not he know what Medecines are firreſt 
for thee 2 Thou art his Creature, and, May 
not. he do with his own what he pleaſes? Thou 
haſt ſinn'd againſt him, and muſt norhe correct 
Thee 2 Thou haſt affronred him, and, Muſtnor 
he uſe_his Rod ; Thou haſt forſaken him, and, 
| Bb 4 Mult 
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Mult not he ſheiy hisdiſpleaſure againſt thy'in?* 
gratitude 2 Doſt not rhou corre rhy-Child: 
when he 1s ſtubborn? and, Doſt chon let thy 
Servant go. without chiding, that dorh neple& 
the buineis thou haſt recommended to his care>' 
May be, thou halt ſery'd rhy God, and led a fo- 
ber life, but, was it a life (o blameleſs, that'ir 
had no defects 2 and, Muſt nor rhoſe defedtsen- 
dure that fiery Tryal, that they may be burnt 
away 2 Halt thou receiv'd the gqod ar the hand 
of. the Lord, and, ſhalt not rhou receive the 
evil.alſo2 How, long hath God ſparcd thee, who 
might long ago have pourcd ourrhe vials of his 
wrath upon thee? Haſt norrhou reafon to thank 
him for chaſtiſipg thee, but now, who mighet 
have done it much ſooner ? Alas! Why ſhould'ft 
thou think he doth thez wrong, by ſending this 
crols upon thee, who haft deterved no les than 
Damnation ? Are not Rods geniler than Scor- 
ons? and, Drops of God's anger more tolera- 

le, than floods of his, diſpicature? Thou art 
in pain; bur, What, is this to Hell Fire > Thou 
artin Torments ; but, Whar is this to the Ago- 
nies,the unnappy Spirits in the burning Lake 
eadure 2 How great a Mercy 1s it, thatit is not 
worlc with thee: 2 The waters of Marah, which 
are but to the Anckles now, How foon might 
God increaſe. them to the Knees, ahd make 
them a Riv? that could not be paſs'd over > And 
he that doth but frown now, How cafily might 
he Thunder? Conſider, O my Soul, thou art 
not .ca:l'd to Perſecution, to Gibbets, to Fire, to 
Es: the 
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the-Sword, to Gridirons, to wild Beaſts, as the; 
Marryrs of old. were : If thou complain'ſt now, , 
What would'ſt thou do, if. thou wert call'd:to 
Martyrdom? Look upon Feſws, the Author, and 
Caprain of thy Salvation, who was made perfect 
through ſutlerings : | art \thuu berter rhan-rhe 
Son of God? Look upon. the' Apoſtles, look 
upon the Primitive Saints that were torn aſun- 
der, ſtoned, flain with the: Sword, ; wandred 
abour in ſheep-skins, and Goat $skins, were de- 
{tjruce, torinented, aith&ted ; and, art thou a 
greater Saint than they 2: Why ſhould'it thou 
expect berrer dealing at God's hands, than they ? 
thou art not alone in Miſcry, thou haſt whole 
Armies of Ho'y Men to: bear the company 2 
Canſt thou look upon | yonder Heaven, and 
repine 2. Canſt rhou behold that Glory, which 


. God hath prepared for thee, and think much of 


theſe fiery Trials? The hopes of a-Kingdam 
makes a Captive Prince merry, though he is in 
Priſon ; and, "Shall not the' hopes of yonder 
joys, keep thy heart from ſinking? When 
a Socrates can chearfully ſubmit ro the unjult 
Sentence of the Athenians, upan no other ac- 
count bur this, becauſe ir was God's will» Shalr 
thou, who art a Chriſtian, lie frettingar thy trou- 
ble, as if thou mean'ſt to reſiſt and controul God's 
wi'l> Wilt not thou give Sod leave to uſe that 
priviledge in his great Koule, the World, which 
every Peaſant uſes in his Cotrage, and lay what 
burthens he pleaſes on his Servants? ' Shall he 
lay, Suffer thou this Afﬀlidtion 37 and wiit/thou 
anſyes, with that ill-natur'd Son in the _ 
| i DC 
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{pel; 7 will not2 Look, O my Soul, look upon 
this benefit thou wilt receive by this providence; 
thou waſt proud before; ſtay a while, and this ca-” 
lamity will make. thee humble ; thou didſt de- 
{piſe thy God before, have alittle patience, and ; 
this trouble will drive thee hence to thy Fathers 
houſe ; thou didſt play with the bread thy Fa- 
ther gave thee, this croſs will teach thee how to 
prize it; thou didſtrruſt roomuch to thine own 
{trength, this calamity will make thee relie al- 
together upon him, who hath promis'd to be 
thy refuge, thy hiding place, thy fortreſs, thy 
deliverer, thy ſtrong Tower, and the horn of 
thy Salvation : God knows what: thou wanteſt, 
and how thy wants muſt be ſupplied ;. He ſees 
proſperity would undothee ; he therefore tak 

it away, and, like a tender Father, cries, Do t 

ſelf no harm : He- (ces ſuch a bleſſing would 
make thee ſurfeit, he therefore wiſely prevents 
thy diſeaſe, by depriving thee of that Mercy : He 
ſees ſuch a comfort would be but. a Knife, or 
Sword in thy hand, and kill thee ; he there- 
fore ſnatches it away, becauſe he would pre» 
ſerye thee from Ercrnal ruin: He fees thou art 
too much in love with this World, he therefore 
cmbitters thy {weet morſels,to make thee weary 
of this barren Wilderneſs, and in love with that 
Kingdom which fades: not away. Dot thoy 
blame a Phyſician, becauſe he gives his Patient 
a birter Potion? and, Wilt thou blame thy God, 
for not plcaluring thy palate with dainties 
which would increafe thy diſtemper? Wouldlt 


thou follow thy Savidur in Sun-ſhine only, and 
not 
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aot.g0 With him into the Garden of Gn 2 
Wouldſt thou inherit his Crown of Glory, 
without wearing his Crown of thorns here > 
Wouldſt thou be with him on Mount Tabor on- 
ly,and not accompany him to Golgothaz?Would'ſt 
thou be about him only, when he rides i» tri- 
wmph into Jeruſalem, and forſake him in the De- 
ſert> Wouldit thou follow him only while the 
Loaves do laſt, and abandon him when he wants 
bread for the Multitude 2 Would'ſt thou own 
him only when Mencry Zſanna, and run away. 
from him, when they cry out, Crucifie him? wilt | 
thou eat of the ſame Bread he doth, and not 
drink of his Cup too 2 God would fave thee by 
that burthen which lies upon thee ; and, Doſt 
thou prefer a. little ' froth before an Eternal 
weight of Bleſſedne(s 2 Hadſt thou rather enjoy 
thy good things here, than lye with Zazarw in 
Abraham's bolom 2 God {ces thou canſt not be 
happy without this affliction; and, Wilt rhou 
prefer living ROY for a few days, before 
the Rich ws = God hath prepar'd for his fa- 
yourites in Paradiſe? O my Soul, it's but a 
little while yet, and thy Priſon will be chan» 
ged into a Palace, thy poverty intg Ererral 
Riches, thy Bondage inro perfect Liberty, thy 
Perſecution into. endlels Joys, thy mourning 
Songs in Hallelujahs, thy Sorrow into Rivers 
of Delight. Alas! Whar is TPriſon 2 God's 
Preſence can make it a Heaven; Walls cannoc 
keep out rhe Smiles and Glory of the Higheſt; 
What is Poverty? Ir may conſiſt with being 
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Gods Jewc! ; and, he that hath nothing in this 
World to boalt of, tmay have an incorruptible 
Crown to lay hold of, and be really richer than' 
the wealthieit "of "Mankind. What are ſlan- 
ders and reproaches > They 'carinot 'Irurt the 
Soul, what ever injury they may do the Body; 
they come fomri 2s trom Mcn, whoſe Tongue 
is no ſlander; and, while thou art innocent in 
the ſight of God thau art a Crown of Glory in 
th: hand of the. Lord, and a Royal Diadem in the 
hand of thy Ged; amd if fo how hitrle necd'ſt 
thou _ matter the good opinion and eſteem'of 
Men, eſpecially when thy innocence 1hall be 

roclaimed one day, in the Ears of the whole 
World. What 1s perſecution? a Cloud whith 
ſoon paſſes away, and he that chearfully ex 
dures it, great 1s his reward in Heaven, De- 
{pair not, O my Soul, thou haſt ro deal with a 
God, who will lay no more upon thee than 
thoy art able to Fear, bur witch the temptation 
will make a way roeſcape, that thou may'lt be 
able to bear ir ; one that doth not affli&t the 
children of Men, willingly, one that will certain- 
ly, if thou obſtry& nor his operation by thy 
unbelief, fo order thy Wizter, that a molt glo- 
rious Spring and Summer ſhall follow it. 

May be thy troubles ar :alrogether Spiritual, 
and thou doit not complain ſo idk} ben 
thou art deſtitute of ourward conveniences, as 
becauſe thy God is Departed from thee: A deep 
ſenſe of thy fins afflicts rhee, thou ſeeſt rhe 


wrath of God hovering over thee, and Gog 
hides 


% 
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hides his fact from thee, thou-art afraid, thou 
| doſt! nor belong}, ro him; thou teelt nor thy 
. former tokens, [nor- feels. rhoie gracious.intlu- 
,ences, which formerly water'd and enriched all 
thy faculties ; but haſt; chou-\uch low conceirs 
of the eyerlaſting kindneſs of thy God; O my 
 Soul:!.-why.. ſhould'{t chou believe he hath for- 
ſaken thee! when he doth give thee daily; tefti- 
monies of, his. love 2 What greater allurance 
can{t: thou. have : of God's love to thee, and: of 
Chriſt's kind,-rhoughts. towards thee, than.thy 
wearinels, of. fin> Haſt not chou' heard thy $a- 
viour. call; Come to me, alt ye that are weary and 
heavy loaden, \and I will. give. yt reſt? ; Art nor 
thou weary-.of iniquity 2! Hadſt. notthou ras 
ther- be 'rid/. of that burthen, than keep,ar> If 
thou att not heartily, reloly:d, to part with ir, 
Why doſt thou complain-2 What makes thee 
ery outs: 2 wretched creature that 1 am, "wha ſhall 
deliver me; ifrom the body of this death? - What 
makes thee with, that what thou haſt done 
againſt God,. were undeire 2? What makes thee 
afraid of offending. God//? -, Why doſt,, thou 
weep > Why do(t  chou watch againit-thy -cor- 
ruptions ? . What makes' thee-angry with thy- 
felf; for diſpleafing God. 2 What makes thee 
breath! and, pant - after Chri{t,, as: the wounded 
Hart: pants; after the ;Water-brooks 2 ; :What 
makes Chriſt {o :{weet, and {in fo bitter, to-thee 2 
What, makes thee. alham'd-'of looking up to 
Heaven? Whence. is: it@&hat-all rhe preterment 
and riches of this World cannot tempt thee ro 


{ir 
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ſin wilfully2 whence is it that thou delighteſt 
not in the company of ſinners, but thy delight 
is chiefly in them that fear the Lord 2 If theſe 
be-not f1gns -of. Grace, what charaQter of Mer- 
cy -would'{t thow have 2 Hathnot thy God ſaid, 
that he,11 love thoſe that do love him >* Tf thou 
loviſt him nor, why artrhou reſtleſs till thou en- 
joyeſt him 2 1f thou-loveſt him not, 'why doſt 
-. thou deſire him ?' Why art thou willing to follow 
him through miſery, and the greateſt troubles, 
to' be for ever with him 2 Thou haſt" infirmities 
ro/ wreſtle withal,” but hath not'thy God'pro- 
-misd thee, thar he'll /bruiſe Saran-under thy et 

ſhortly 2 Thou cant not totally Maſter ſuth a 
corruption, bur doſt -not rhou fight againſt it 
thou -meetcſt wirh Temptations; bur'doſt hot 
thou grapple wirh them? Satan'follows' thee, 
bur'doſt not thou reſiſt him? Thy Conſcience 
terrifies thee but haſt nor'thou the Croſs of 
Chriſt to flie to ? "if God+had a'mind to kill 
thee, would he have-ſhewn the all theſe'things ? 
If God were gone from thee, would: not hisSpi- 
rit-be'gone' £00 2- Tf thou haſt nor the Spirit of 
God, what mean thy-longings after God > 'What 
means-thy love” 'to/ a Spirirual life > Why doſt 
thou'pray ſoearneftlyfor theFruit of the Spitit? 
Why art thou altogether for aclean Heart? And 
tor renewing of a'right Spirit within'thee ? Arc 
not theſe ſigns of God's Spirit warts thy afic 
ions, and makes interceſſions for thee With 
. groanings which cannot be uttered z God ſeems 


t0:g0 away, thatthou muſt cry more (eY 
aftcr 
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after him, and.. cluods his comforts, that thou - 
may'ſt ſue for them with greater” importunity ; 
he lets the ſink a little, that thou may'ſt'c 
with a louder voice, Lord, ſave me, or elſe I periſh ; 
and” falls aflecp in; the Ship, rhat thou'may'ſt 
take the greater , pains to wake him. He ſees 
thou growelt weary of his. Fayour, he therefore 
darkens. it,. thou. may'ſt_ be at ſome” trouble 
to! recover... it, .and having recoverd- it,” fet a 
-greater-price upon't ;. he withdraws himſelf for 
.awhile,.. that at his return thy joy may be'ful- 
ler, and-bids.his gracious influences ſtopa while, 
that, when they.:tlow in upon thee again, they 
may-fill all thy Faculties with greater gladneſs ; 
thou. canſt . not perform thy Duties with thar 
{alacrity;and cheerfulnels thou deſir't bur-haſt 
not thou reaſon...to. bleſs God, that thou' doſt 
,1n/ good earneſt, deſire ro do better 2, Was Hea- 
ven purchas'd in. 'a moment, or Hin conquer'd 
-iti;an Hour, Is nat-the way. to Life a race, where 
Men muſt run, on tilt they, reach the mark Go 
on my JQ-:Soul,-. go on.;., the farther.thou 
ptoceedeſt in God's | ways, . the, ſweeter thou 
wilt \find them _:the .more thou {triveſt, the 
more \ thou'lr: conquer ; . and. ..the | oftner thou 
:doſt - addreſs;thy 1clf-to God, the. more thy 
dulneſs - and wearine(s will yaniſh ; and the 
more. thou lookeſt upon the eyerlaſting  re- 
compence,. the+.greater + mind thou wilt haye 
to//po on from ſtrength. to ſtrength.  O' my 
Soul, hope.in,,God, 'tor I ſhall yer praiſe him, 
[al ef who 


364, Eyre Gtrat Law 
who. is the health of my counteniatice/'and-nyy 
God. | : 


ay 
' 


IV. 1 diſpoſes a Man to be 4 'trorthy receiver af 


the Lord's Supper. Indeed 'T do norfee, how, 
withour it, a man can receiveany benefit by that 
Bleſſed Sacrament; for it bang fo Ordinancede- 
ſigned cheifly to inipregnare the Sout with'very 
ſrrong longings and breathings after a crucified 

aviour, with a deep ſenfeol the meomprehen- 
ſible love of God in Ghrift Jefus; and with ear- 
neſt reſolutions to love and obey him; before 
all the dictates of fleſh and blood,” and of our 
carnal intereſt, 1t'is nor to be concery'd; which 
way the Soul ſhoald arrive to all' rhis; withour 
conſidering the eng, nature, ahd adVantages'iof 
this Sacramet; and it's probable; a Man 
then be affected with this ſublime'miſery; when 
he rouzes his Soul ſome ſuch'way as this, Dolt 
thou riglitly underſtand, O my Soul; wharthis 
S5reat and tremendous Ordinanee'means3-Be- 
Fold, thou art gbing to feaſt with tharGod, who 

retches out the Heavens like i Curtain, and-lays 
the beams of his Chambers in the Waters, and muukts 
the Clouds his Charidts, and riatth upon the wings 
of the wind. 'Whar, Feaſt with {o' gloriousa 
God, atiid come wirhotit a Wedding: Garment? 
Sup with him, who” dwelleth#in the Heavens, 
and.not purifte thy f:lf even us he i pure; Can 


two walk together except they be agreed? Whar 


fellowſhip hath righreouſne(s with tnrighreonl- 


nels? And what communion hath light with _ 
nets ? 
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neſs What concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 
What agreement hath the Temple of God with 
Idols? This is the great Ordinance, O my Soul, 
which muſt either promote thy everlaſting hap» 
pinels, or ; cure thy everlaſting condemnas 
tion ; how happy may't thou be, if this Sacra- 
ment charms thee into a fervent love to thy 
dear Redeemer > But how wilt thou elcape, if 
thou neglect {o great Salyation 2 Here-are the 
greateſt engagements, the greateſt motives to a 
life, as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt ; here God 
adjures thee (to uſe the words of the Church) 
by Chriſt's agony and bloody ſweat, by his croſs and 
paſſion, by his death and burial, to bury thy uns 
clean deſires, and inordinate afteftions, and to 
dedicate thy ſelf, and all thou haſt, to his ſer- 
yice. Here is repreſented the greateſt loye that 
ever was vouchſafed to Men ; here the. Son of 
God appears all bloody to fright thee from 
thy ſins; here Chriſt is, as it were, crucified 
before thine eyes, that, remembring what it was 
that brought him to his Crols, thow may # mourn, 
4s one that mourns for his only ſon. Here Chriſt 
appears laden with all the bleſſings of Heaven; 
here the everlaſting Trinity ſeems to. uſe its ut= 
moſt endeavours to perſuade thee into 4 hea- 
yenly converſation : Here the deſert of fin is dif- 
coaverd in the wounds and torments of an inft- 
nite God ; and hither thou comeſt, O ny Soul, 
to renew thy Baptiſmal Vow ; hither thou com- 
eſt ro enter into a ſolemn Covenant with God, 
and fajrhfully to promiſe him ro refign thy ſelf 

Q Cc enrirely 
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eatitely to him; ro fall our with him no more; 
to defile rhy garments no more ; to diſhonour, 
to berray. hum no more; to be faithful ro him, 
ro vindicate his glory, to eſteem his friends as 
thy friehds,and his enemies as thy enemies ; and 
to live up to thoſe Laws which he hath ſealed 
with his own. blood : To this end, thou carelt of 
his Bread, and drinkeſt of his Wine ; and thus 
thou” ſ{caleſt the Covenant. Doſt not thou re- 
meinber, O my Soul, how the World was loft 
by cating of forbidden Tree 2 Behold, by 
eating of this Tree of Life, thou ſhalt be ſaved 
for cver ; in the breaking of the vg a= 
Bread, thou {celt, how Chriſt's Body was broken 
for thee, in pouring out of the FHallow'd Wine, 
thou ſceſt, how ChriſPs Blood was fpilt for thee: 
Whenthe holy Bread is reach*d out to thee, thou 
feeſt, Chriſt reaching out his crucified Body to 
thee, that thou mayfſt ſee in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put thy finger into the print of 
his nails, and thruſt thine hand into his fide, and 
thelter thy, ſelf under that wounded and mang- 
led Body, againſt the wrath and indignation of 
God. When the Sacred Wine is given thee, 
thou ſeeft how Chriſt offers thee his Blood for 
the remiſſion of thy Sins. Canſt thou behold 
ſo great Love, and not loſe thy reaſon in the 
admiration of, its greatneſs > When thou ſeeſt 
ſuch condelcenſion, {uch kindneſs, ſuch com 
pailion, O canſt rhou forbear crying out, O my 
Lord | What dol ſec 2 What mean theſe longings 


of Almighty” God after my happineſs > What 
means 
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means this induſtry of that incomprelienſible Be- 
ing, to be ar all this charge and pains to, make 
me bleſſed 2 God, that might ſport himſelf with 
My everlaſting groans, what need he have cared 
whether I were {aved or no 2 God, who can be 
happy without company, and needs no ſociety 
but his own ; whence is it, that this mighty 
God humbles himſelf thus to duſt and afhes,lays 
alide his Robes of Glory,” and wooes me to be 
content to lie for ever in his Arms and Boſon? 
Would no other remedy {ſerve turn to tecoyer 
me, bur the death of the Son of God 2 God;,on 
whoſe Laws I have trampled,whoſe Authority L 
have ſlighted, whoſe promiſes and rhreatnings I 
have underyalued, that he ſhould be thus con- 
cern'd for my welfare, and contrive how to ad- 
yance me unto Glory,and contrive it by ſuch ſtu- 
ndious means too ! Will God fuffter,char Ima 
not? Will the Eternal die, that I may nor fall a 
prey to the ſecond death 2 Will God be Crown'd 
with Thorns, that I may wear an incorruptible 
Crown of Glory 2 Will God be aftronted, abus'd, 
and (corn'd, that I may inherit glory, and ho- 
nour, and immortality 2 What mannerof love is 
this 2 Where is the ſpring of ir2 What's the im- 
pulſive cauſe of it 2 How full ofmiracles is every 
circumſtance here 2 How pleaſant is this contem- 
plation > What ! God love a little flime and 
Earth? ' O my God ! How wonderful is thy love? 
It is all Ocean ; here is no ſhore to ſer'my feex 
on ! Be aſtoniſhed ar ir,O ye Heavyens,and trems 
ble, O thou Earth : The Erernal, rhe Inmmenſe 


368 The Geeat Law 


Creator of Heaven and Earth, ſtoops to a mi- 
{erable Creature! The God, who fills Heaven 
and Earth with his Preſence, bows down to a 
r inconſiderable Worm ! He that fits on the 
Circle of the Earth, and before whom all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth are as Graſhoppers, 
humbles himſelf ro take notice of a poor for- 
forn Wretch ! Here is love indeed. Stay me 
with flaggons, comfort me with apples; my head 
grows giddy with the Precipice: Here is an 
abyſs of love, which I cannot fathom ; my head 
iwims at the ſight of ir; Senſe can furniſh me 
with nothing like ir, I am ſilenc'd ; here is a 
love anſwers all arguments that, are brought for 
going on in ſin. Help me, O rhou bleſſed Spirit; 
elp me, O thou, who art fairer than the Chil 
dren of Men; help me, thou who art all Loye 
and Life, help me, to admire thy love. In this 
love area thouſand charms; in this love are om- 
nipotent enforcives to love God aboye all the 
World. Run, O my Soul, run into this Bane 


queting-houſe, the Banner whereof is loye. Is - 


it ſo, and muſt thou have periſh'd, and been 
undone for eyer, . if the Son of God had not 
come in the fleſh, and expiated thy crimes, and 
doth not Almighty love deſerve thy love 2 See 
how the ambitious love the applauſe of Men, 
and wilt not thou loye him who is brighterthan 
the Sun? See how the Rich Man is enamour'd 
with his ſtately Palace, and canſt not thou love 


him, who hath done that for thee, which no 


Friend, no Money, ho Gold, no Silver cou 
Ei ave 
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have purchas'd, viz. reconciled thee to an” of- 
fended God > Wilt thou ſlight this love, and 
hope to go unpuniſh'd > Wilt thou make rhis 
love-a refuge for wilful Sins, and. hope for the 
light of Chriſt's countenance 2 Will not he, who 
loved thee beyond all preſidents and examples, 
double and treble his indignation upon thee, 
if this love cannot melt thee into a truly Spirit» 
tual life > Could the Devils bur have ſuch am 
offer, of being partakers of the loye of Chriſt, 
how would they rejoyce and triumph, and love, 
and honour, and obey their God again, as once 
they did when they were inhabitants of Heaven! 
And wilt cthou' be worſe than a Devil, and or 
at that Love which Angels ſtand aſtoniſh'd at 2? 
Were it thine own caſe, O my Soul; would'{t 
not thou revenge ſuch ingratirtude with all the 
ſeverity imaginable, and doom the Wretch thar 
ſhould affront ſuch condeſcenſion; to: the direſt 
tlames 2 Be wiſe, O my Soul, and'provoke not 
that God to {wear in his wrath; that thou ſhalt 
never enter into his reſt, who flees unto'thee on 
the wings of mercy to embrace thee'; thou catiſt 
never have a more glorious ſight of God's love, 
on this ſide Heaven, than is diſcoyer'd to thee 
in this 'Sacrament ; and if ever thou would'ſt 
be-perſuaded ro-reſfign thy ſelf entirely to thy 
Bletied: Redeemer, make his Will thy Will, and 
deſire: whar he deſires, and hate whar he hates, 
and love what he loves. O come hither to the 
Croſs, and ſee the Son of God weeping for thy 
fins ; come hither, and ſee him ſeat drops of 
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blood for thy iniquities, and offering thee par- 
don and reconciliation, and peace with God, and 
acce(3 to the Throne of Grace, and union and 
communion with him ;and if this be not enough, 
2 Title to eternal happineſs, or a right to = 
Throne, himſelf doth fit on. 


y 


| But why ſo backward, O my Soul, to come 
to the. Table of thy Lord, where thou may't 
drink Wine and 'Milk without Money, and with» 
out Price; where thou may'ſt be ſatisfied as with 
marrow and fatneſs, and eat of the living Bread, 
whereof whoever cats 1hall live for ever 2 Halt 
thou forgot the peremptory command of Chrilt, 
Do. this in remembrance of me > Is this remem- 
bring thy deareſt Friend, ro think of him 0+ 
lemnly but once or twice a. year 2: Should'{t not 
thou remember him as often as thou halt an: op- 
portunity 2, Should.thy Saviour remember thee 
no- oftner, than thou doſt his death and paſſion, 
how fearful would thy condition be 2 Canſt thou 
repreſent his love too often to thy mind and afte+ 
ctions?canſt thou remember thy ſins that brought 
him to the- Croſs too often 2 Art thou afraid of 
thinking too. much of this Love, and conle- 
quently of being roo Religious 2 Art thou afraid 
of being too. much enamour'd with this Jeſus ? 
Art thou afraid, that the ſight of his broken Body 
will break thy; heart too much;2 Art thou afraid 
that the ſight of  his' cffuſed Blood, will make 
thee pour out too many Tears, and Prayers, and 
Praiſes, of his love 2 Conſidering how dull, fol 
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dead thou art, thou hadſt need/cometfrequently 
ro the Croſs to have thy affections ſupplied and 
ſoftned with this precious Bloud : How frail is 
thy memory, and is it nor fit, thow ſhould'ſt 
refreſh it often with rhe fight of Chriſt's: incom- 
prehenſible love 2 Art thow-afraid of renewing 
thy Repentance, thy Faith, thy Hope, thy 
Charity,” too often 2 The oftner thou doftre- 
ſort to this blefſed Communion, 'the greater will 
be thy acquaintance with thy beſt of Friends; 
che greater ſenſe thou wilt ger of - the need and 
want of him, the greater encouragement thou 
wilt find to imitate him in his Holineſs, Meek- 
neſs, Patience, 'and Humility ;' and the greater 
aſſurance thou wilt ger of his Love, and'Favour, 
and Pardon,andevyerlaſting Mercy : And are thelg 
bleſſings to be ſcorn'd and undervalu'd. 2 Yhou 
pretendeſt want of preparation, but whoſe faukc 
1s it that thou' art not prepar'd? ' What can hin- 
der thee from preparation, bur love to ſin 2. And 
ſhall love to a/ ſenfual careleſs life, hinder thee 
from laying hold of the greateſt Treaſure? Will 
this'plea hold, when: rhou ſhalt appear before 
the great Tribunal »O' my Soul; this is to excuſe 
fin by ſin, and to deſpiſe God's Ordinance, 'be- 
cauſe thou deſpiſeſt his commands; and how will 
this aggravate thy folly one:day, and fill thee 
with ſhame and horrour ! SEII with ever- 
laſting Mercy,” let not bufinels hinder thee from 
adyancing thy Spiritual and Eternal Inteteſt; 
remember what became of the Men, that pu& 
tended they had Farms to ſee,” and Oxen ro'try, 
Cc4 and 
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and Wives to Marry, when they were invited 


to the Supper of the Lamb ; canſt thou think of 
the Proteſtation | of the Maſter of the Feaſt, . 


againſt theſe ſtubborn Wretches, and not cons 


clude thy Fate, by their being excluded from 


God's fayour for ever? If itbea ſenſe of thy own 
vileneſs and unworthineſs that keeps thee away, 
thou miſtakeſt, and miſrepreſenteſt the good- 
neſs of thy Lord and Maſter. No perſons more 
welcom art his Table, than the humble and 
broken-hearted ; none meer with a more fa- 
vourable reception,than the poor in ſpirit ; theſe 
the crucifi'd Jeſus prays for on his Crols, Father, 
forgive them; and the everlaſting Father hears, 
and faith ro them, Be of good cheer, your fins are 
forgiven you. 

V. LH prepares a Man for an Angelical life here 
on Earth ; for he that frequently- conſiders and 
contemplates the Joys, the Triumphs, the Scep- 
ers,” the Crowns, the Diadems of yonder King- 
dom, the eyerlaſting love, and peace and faris- 
fation,which Angels and glorified Saints enjoy, 
cannot but think himſelf, during that Canfide- 
ration, in Heaven, and participating of thar 
content and happineſs, which-is poſſelied by the 
general aſſembly of the Firſt-born which are 
written in Heayen. Indeed this is- to make Earth 
a Heaven, and to(change this Wilderneſs into 
a Paradiſe, a Cloſer into the Seat of Glory, and 
a Defart into thoſe-Regions of Bliſs and Hap- 
pincſs. 'How like 'an Angel may that Man live, 


that is often engaged in fuch Conſiderations 35 
-_ theſe, 
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theſe. Heaven / what do I hear 2 'Heaven ! the 
harbour of all laden and wearied Souls | Heas 
ven! The end of all my ſorrow and milcries |! 
Heaven, The Port1 have been ſailing to theſe mas» 
ny years! Heaven! the inheritance of thoſe that 
keep themſelves unſpotted from the World 1 
Heaven! The reſt of God's Servants, and the 
habitation of the Mourners in $i9u./ Heaven! The 
great mark of my Deſires, the Anchor of my 
Hope, the Foundation of my Confidence | Hea- 
ven ! The Uniyerſity, where we ſhall know ven 
as we are known ! How undiſturb'd; how quiet, 
do all the Inhabitants of thoſe bleſſed Man- 
fions live ! There reſt thoſe Saints, who were 
made as the filth of the World, and as the off- 
ſcouring of all things; how different are the 
thoughts of God from thole of _ the World 2 
Theſe Men the World regarded not, behold, 
God remembers them, and when he makes up 
his Jewels, ſpares them, as a Man would ſpare 
his own Son that ſerves him! There reſts that 
Mary Magdalen, that ſtood behind Chriſt ar his 
feet, weeping, and waſhing, his feet with her 
Tears, - and did wipe them with the hair of her 
head, and kiſs'd them, and anointed his head 
with ointment. There reſts that Lazarus, who 
deſired to be, fed with the crumbs that fell from 
the Rich Man's Table. There reſts that David, 
that made his Bed to ſwim, and water'd his 
Couch with his Tears. There reſt all the Pro- 
phers of old, who through Faith (ubdued Kings 
foes, wrought righteouſneſs , obtained promiſes, 
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ſtopped the Mouths" of © Lions, quenched the wie= 
lence of the Fire,” eſcaped the edge of the Sword, 
eut of weakneſs were "made ſtrong, \waxed walinnt 
in fight, turned to flight the Armies of the ' Als 
ens. * The reſt of all thoſe Souls, that look'd for 
the bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearance 
of their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. The reſt of 
thoſe Martyrs and-Confeſſors, that were ready, 
not only to ſuffer, but ro die alfo, for rhe Name 
of the Lord Jeſus. There they'reſt,- encircled 
with an eternal calm. There / they -reſt, in- 
compals'd with an'innumerable company of An- 
gels. There they reſt, ſurrounded with the 
Gracious Preſence of a merciful God. There 
they reſt from all the calumnies- and ſ{anders 
of this poor' envious World. ' ' There they reſt 
from all Darkneſs,” in Eternal Light, and in 
che Beams of the 'Sun of Righteouſneſs, of 
Ever. £320 
Awake, O' my Soul, awake, advance "into 
yonder Regions of Glory,  retire' into yonder 
Paradiſe, leaye this World,” and go higher ; let 
thy thoughts tranſcend the Sun,'and/Moon, and 
Stars ; get before the Throne'of 'God; take a 
view of the {till Waters, - whereof the vaſt Ar- 
mies of Glorified Spirits drink, where they are, 
there are no Wolves, no Typers,' no Bears, no 
Lions, as in this barren WilderneſF; in thoſe 
happy ſhades is no noiſe, but 'that'of Hallelujahs; 
no diſcontent, no War, no diſſentjons inhabir 
there ; there all agree, there Ephraim'is no more 
azainlt Maxaſſe, nor Manaſſe againſt Ephraim, 
:) =; 
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nor they both againſt Fuaa, but all are delight- 
ed with the everlaſting Glory and Love of God; 
there they hunger and thirit no more. Won- 
derful change | Here, O my Soul, rhou art ever 
thirſting after God, as'the dry: Land thirſterh 
after Water ; there thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with 
him. to all Erernity; here thou longeſt after 
the hidden Manna, there it will never be taken 
from thee; here, like Solomor's Bride, by night 
on thy Bed thou ſeekeſt him, 'who is altogether 
lovely ;there his Beauty and Preſence will raviſh 
thee for ever. \Here, though thy defires after 
the Bleſlings-of God's left hand: be fubordinate 
to thy detires after ſpiritual Mercies, and thy 
clteem of God preponderates, - and- is/ higher 
than thy eſteem of any: outward feliciries ; 
yet, while ſo nearly allied to Senſe, thou'canſt 
not {o abandon Nature, as to have no longings 
at all after external comforts, and convenien- 
cies; but in Heaven, all periſhing fublunary 
objects are forgotren, there: thoſe Friends and 
Relations, thoſe Children, thoſe Honours; 'thoſe 
Riches, which 'roo often made too great "an 
encroachment on thy Love, will be no'at- 
tractives ;: there thou wilt be conrented' with- 
out; Bread, - tatisfied without Drink ; the want 
of: Cloaths : will not trouble thee, - thou wilt 
bave- nobler friends than Father and Mother, 
and Brethren and Siſters, ro converſe withal 5 
nobler Food, than the Delicacies of this'World'; 
nobler attire, 'than Silk,” or the" ſofteſt Dawn 
can make ; there will be 'no 'need © of contri- 
ving how to get a livelihood : Palaces will nor 

; tempt 
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tempt thee, Gardens will\not entice thee, Gold 
will not dazzle thee, the greatneſs of the World 
will afte& thee no more than Pebbles; rhe glits 
tering Diamond will make no impreſſions on 
thee, and all thy wants and neceſlities will 
be fully ſupplied by an immortality of Joy, 
and Glory. Here the warm Sun of Proſperity 
makes thee lometiones forget, and negle@ the 
great work of thy Salvation, makes thee apt 
to grow weary of Faſting and Prayer, and Mor- 
tification, and Self-denial, and apt to yield 
ynto Satans Temptation; but there the Temp. 
ter mult tempt thee no more, he dares not ſully 
thoſe Chryſtalline walks with his ſteps, hedares 
not come near that Holy place, ir's palt his skil, 
how toincommode, or moleſt, a glorified Spis' 
rit. Here, often like Foxas, thou litteſt rejoyc- 
ing under thy Gourd, or Vine, and while thou 
art {olacing thy ſelf, the Gourd withers, and 
the Sun {corches thy Body; and thou growelt 
faint ; there this-annoyance will have an end, 
there-thou wilt | live above the Sun; and that 
which is now thy Ceiling, ſhall be then thy 
Footiſtool. On Earth, when Chriſt is pleaſed 
to communicate himſelf unto thee, ' it's here 4 
little, and there 4 little, and he gives thee but 
ſprinklings of his Grace, for while thou art in 
this Tabernacle of Fleſh, thou-art nor capacious 
enough to receive or entertain that ſtupendious 
Light in its full Virtue, and Power, and Ma- 
jeſty ;; but when thy Veſſel of Clay, thy Body 


thall be ſhatter'd into-Duſt, and Atomes, and 


' thoy 
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thou ſhalr be freed from thy Priſon, and live 
like thy elf, all Underſtanding, all Intellect, all 
Spirit, the Sun that ſhines, in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, and irradiates the Throne of God, even 
the Lord Feſws Chriſt, will then reveal himſelf 
to thee, in his full ſplendor and Glory, thine 
Eyes will then be ſtrong enough to look upon 
that glorious and immente Globe of Light, and 
thou ſhalt be like unto the Angels of God ; thy 
extrayagant paſſions will then ceaſe for ever, 
thy grief, thy ſorrows, will have no admittance 
into thoſe Scars of Bliſs, thow'lt be refined then 
from all thoſe turbulent motions, which do now 
{o often diſcompole thy reſt. Here the death 
of a near Relation troubles thee, there thou 
wilt be above all trouble and vexation ; here 
thine anger, like that of Moſes, doth often wax 
hot, becauſe thou ſceſt thy God diſhonoured, 
and his Commands trampled upon ; there thou 
wilt ſee no {ſuch diſmal ſights ; here a fin thou 

fall{t into againſt thy will, makes thee wiſh 
for Rivers of Tears, there thy grief will be bu- 
ried in eternal exultations, there thy paſhons 
will all be calm'd, and, like water after a ſtorm, 
look ſmooth, and quiet ; there will be no difor- 
der in thy affections, but like a Quire of tune- 
able Voices, they'l mcet in everlaſting harmo- 
ny; there no affliction muſt come after thee. Here 
with Moſes, thy Body may be thrown into the 
Water, with Foſeph caſt inco. Priſon, with Sha- 
arach, Meſcheck, and Abednego, flung into a fiery 
| Furnace, with Dayiel hurried into-a Lions Den, 


ſtoned 
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ſtoned with the Prophets, crucified with S, Petey, 
thrown down from aiPrecipice with St. James, 
ca{t into a Kerrle of boyling Oyl with St. Fohy, 
rhruſt rhrough with a Lance as+S. 7homas, bound 
ro a Tree with St. Andrew, flead with St. Barthe- 
lomew, burnt with Polycarp, torn by wild Beaſts 
with /enatins, in all which affiitions thou 
canſt not but ſmypathize with thy indiyidual 
companion, for it's by thee, thar thy Body 
feels the torments it endures ; but, in that Hea- 
ven, that glorious Heaven, no Enemy can reach 
thee, no Devil fright thee, no ſtorm ſurprize 
thee, no Monarch frown on thee, no Sickneſs 
break thee, no diſtemper cruſh thee, no'age 
waſte thee, no- danger ſhake thee, no Tyrant 
threaten: thee, no Lions meet thee, no 'Tyger 
rear thee, no Sword pierce thee, no publick 
commotions- {tartle thee; the Sun ſhall not 
light on thee, nor any heat, for thou art ſecure 
under the ſhadow of the Almighties Wings 
for ever. The Lamb, which is in the mid(t 
of the Throne, ſhall feed thee by his everlaſting 
fociety. Here it is, A little while, ana you 
[hall not ſee mee; and again, a little while, and 
you ſhall ſee me; but there, with open face, and 
without a Glaſs, thou wilt look upon his Ma- 
jelty for ever : Here Chriſt comes, and departs, 
there he will never remove out of thy 1ight, 
there his everlaſting love will {upport thee, 
there his kindneſs will be ſubje& to Clouds 
and Eclipſes-no more, there -thou wilt not-be 
able to turn thy Eyes away from him. 'T £1 is 
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that Lamb, that will give thee to drink of his 
everlaſting Springs, Springs which can never 
be drawn dry; Springs, Which can no more de- 
cay, than the' Son of God decays; He'is the 
everlaſting Fountain of Delight, and in this 
Fountain, thou ſhalt bathe and recreate thy ſelf 
for ever,.his Attributes, his Kingdom, his Beau- 
ty, ſhall charm and raviſh thee for ever; rhere 
thou ſhalt be in an- everlaſting extaſie of joy, 
there thou wilt not need to cry out with St. 
Bernard, Hold, Lord, for "my Heart is not able to 
contain thoſe Foys, which thow doſt ſo liberally pour 
out upon me ; that everlaſting Fountain of joy 
and content, and fatisfaction, thall both fill and 
enable thee to bear that fulneſs of joy and lighr; 
' Which ſhall then appear unto thee ; the remem- 
brance of Chriſf's Merits, and Benefits, and what 
Chriſt had done for thee, will then tranlporr 
thee into everlaſting Praiſes and Celebrations 
of his Goodneſs, Songs as endleſs as thy dura- 
tion will be. The Rivers that water that Gar- 
den of God ſhall be a perpetuum mobile, rannin 

and flowing to all Erernity. In this Paradiſe 
are living, no ſtanding, Waters ; when Milli- | 
ons of Ages are paſt, thy Glory ſhall be ſtill 

green, and lively, and after many thouſands of 
years, thy happinels, like Aaroz's Rod, ſhall bud 
and blotiom, and bear Fruit. O my Soul, when 
that inexhauſtible Fountain fades, then, and 
not till then, need'ſt rhou be afraid, that thy 
delights will fade; there God will put an end 
to all thy Tears; What Rhetorick can” reach 
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the fayour 2 The Tears thou didft ſhed for fin, 
the Tears which a deep ſenſe of thy Spiritual 
poverty did force from thee, the Tears which 
Tribulation and Anguiſh did command from 
thine Eyes, theſe will all then be waſh'd away. 

How amiable are thy Tabernacles, Lord God 
of Flofls! My Soul longeth, yea even fainteth, 
for the Courts of the Lord: My Fleart and 
my Fleſh cryeth out for the living God, When 
ſhall I come to appear before thee > When ſhall 
I ſhake off this clog of the fleſh, and praiſe 
thee day and night in thy Temple? When ſhall 


I be freed from this Earth and Droſs, and do. 


thy Will, O my God, without Let, or Inter- 
ruption ? 


O my Soul ! Dot chal, believe ſuch a Hex 
ven, where no good ſhall be abſent, and Canſt 
thou be hunting after the husks and empty 
ſhells of ſenſual pleaſure> How little do the 
Inhabitants of that New Feruſalem mind the 
Pomp and Grandeur of this World 2 They have 
nobler objects to mind, and more delightful 
employments to rake up their minds and 
thoughts : Didſt thou live more in this Hea- 
ven, O my Soul, How would*ſt thou look down 
upon this Earth, as an inconſiderable trifle ? 
How little would'ſt thou regard what Man can 
do unto thee? How contentedly mighr'{t thou 
part with all that the World counts dcar and 
precious, for Chriſt his ſake, as knowing, that 


there is laid up for thee the Crown of Righte- 
ouinels, 
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ouſneſs, which the Righteous Judge will give 
to thee one day, and nor only to thee, bur to 
all thoſe that love his appearance? - Look up- 
on the Primitive Martyrs, '''O my - Soul, they 
broiled in Flames, bur Tobk'd upon that Hea- 
ven and ſmiled. St. Stzph#z hath a thouſand 
Stones flying abour his Ears, - but looks upon 
thac Heaven, and the' Glory of God a 

upon his face. Abraham fojourns in the Land of 
Promiſe, as in a ſtrange Country, dwelling in 
Tabernacles with ſaac and*Facvb, but looks for 
a City which hath Foundations, and goes on 
triumphing. Moſes ſuffers affliction with the 
People of God, but. hath re{pe& unto the re- 
compence of Reward, and' efteerns the Reproach 
of Chriſt greater Riches than all che Treaſures of 
Eeypt. The Apoſtles are {courged and beaten 
for rhe Teſtimony of Feſs; but look'd upon this 
Heaven, and depart from' the Council ' rejoy- 
ding, - becauſe they were counted worthy. to 
futtcr for "the Name of the Lord 'Feſw. St. Paul 
five times of the Fews* receives forty ' ſtripes 
laye one, thrice is he beat&h'with Rods; once 
he is ſtoned, thrice he ſuffers Shipwrack; a Night 
and a Day heis in the Deep, in'journyings ofs 
ten, in cold and nakednefs ;*bur;” What ails the 
Man 2 he ſings, his heart dances for joy, un- 
der all” theſe Troubles. * O' my Soul, he faw, 
he ſaw, that his light Aiflition, which 'was bur * 
for a moment, would work- for him a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 
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O my God,: give me but my portion in this 
Heaven, and I elire. no more ; Come . what 
will come, Sword, Fare, + a Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, , Nakedneſs,  Diſgrace, Reproach, 
Perils. by. Sea, . and; Perils by Lands, Enemies, 
Devils, | .Fiends, ; Poyerty, Sicknels, Exile, &, 
Here is a. Jewel, wall counterballance all....0Q 
give. me but a Room, jin that great Houſe, made 
withour .hands,...Eternal. in.the Heavens, and 
then cur, u0e; FOIFWE, ng MP me, ler 
Storms . and. Tempelts. come, I'll fight  againſ 
them with: my Title to. that laheritance, Sy 
fades not away-ziThis-thall quench all the fiery 
Darts-of the Devil,.,this {hal} bear up my. head 
above water,, this. ſhall,. huſh all my. diſcon- 
rented, thoughts ;; ;this, thall 'be: my xefuge ina 
ſtorm, | my . hiding-place. in, flames, my portion 
in poyerty, my, /pillow..in great anguilh, my li- 
berty in Priſon, my cordial in temptations, my 
Elixir ina {woon, my prop when 1 {tumble, my 
Laurel when. it-thunders, my Rack in- perſecu- 
tion, mySafeguard in Deſtruction; my Lightin 
the. midſt of Darkneſs, my Goſhen in this Zeypt, 
my Ship under the: fiercelt Billows, my Shield 
when I,am aſſaulted,, my Helmet when 1- am in 
danger,. my encouragement when, I do xeliſt, 
my,Crown-when ;I :Conquer, my Manns in the' 
Wilderneſs, my ,Food in-the.Defſarr, my Roſe 
to, {mel}/to , in.; a, Dungeon, my Guide in my 
Journy, . my , Pole-ſtar.in my Voyage, my Statt 
in my Pilgrimage,, my, Song in my. Miſery, my 
All, when Death and Hell conſpire into my a” 
| VI. # 
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VI.-7 "tpgtes {Man Pn ind difereet in 


ſecular affairs * ahd" bufintſſes.. "Conſideration, as 
"It. is a Very great improvement 6f Man's Rea- 
"on, fo ir catitiot but* be very uſeful to'him' in 
governing his ſecular Aﬀaj 


fn and har Min il ew 
"{oi, and tfiar Man thift heeds's 


that hath Kis R 


ith - difcretion. 
{of his Rea- 
f\ tit 'more wiſely, 
| ty atCothhand; thanhe'thar 
tnakes it yeh every ſhtteriag paſſion; and 


"fince ir is cotife(ſed,* that rhefear "of God'harh 
"that" influence Ron 'all hiiman”Afairs, that ir 
[Jifpoſts a Man'to / a wiſe 4nd+ prudential 'ma- 
"nagement. 6f' them, Conſidetation muſt of ' ne- 


celfity 'be'of this fame Virtuei and Efficacy, 'for 
this fear of "God 'i5 the immediate 'produ@- of 
Conſideration. **'F deny not,-but” Men; "wile in 


'Spiritual, are not MlwayS'fo in Temporal, con- 


cerhis, for” cithet/their ſerupulous -Conlcicnces, 


"or fear of haying: rheir Hearts carried out too- 
much after the World; or their giving them- 


ſelves wholly to'Heavenly*eriployments, may 


"make then! careleſs” and urthindful of 'things 
belonging to'rins World ;/ bur fil in its nature 
and tendency, "this circurhipa 


| 10n in things, 
ep concern, a Chriſtians Soul, is able to ſhed 
wiſdom and 'Gifcretion-into his carriage and be- 


_haviour, 'in things Which appertain/to this pre- 


lent life ; hence, from a Man who {eriouſly'con- 


-fiders'he hath a Soul to'be faved,.'you may ex- 


\ his Fattifly;a prudent fore- 


hr of dangets,”and a" moderare” care ro-ſhun 
them, great remper 'in difcourſe, -and exact Ju- 


Dd 2 {tice 


3% | Dhe:Gzeat Law 


ſtice. in | his . dealings, - and. rengring | to all 


their dues, ,,7ribute, "to whom Tribute .s due, Cu. 
« (om to whom \Cuſtom, Fear. to whom Fear, Hh. 

nour to whons Hangs; As the He phraſs is, 
Rom.13. 7. 


EEE 


deration of his get | comer, Teal made 
radcar .11 marks ; AS 
he is call'd, Fi Sam-16.1 Yi to what can we 
aſcribe Joſeph's. and Davie diſcreet Goyern- 
ment of thenalelyes, and rheir ſecular. 
| but to. that, Pigty.; and . Googneſs, which \by 
long and ſerious. Conlideratzon,. they had. 
in their Breaſts. 2. When .4 "Mar, S W495, ph gp.t ;7 
Lord, he. makes . even bis Very Enemies to 
peace. with hm, 1;e. .He doth F.. only, by an TY 
traordinary, providence, rurn.. their hearts, to- 
wards him, . but. ,infylts. ynſdom and dilcretiou 
..into his Saul, {o.co.behaye, himſelf rowards his 
Enemies, that; they cannot, bur. bury. rheir ha- 
cred, and rcmmgh;£0, their former friendlhip, and 
civility, Prov, x6:7+.., He;that, conſiders , his 
ways, With reverence to his Eternal ſtate and 
condition, his ways, cannot bur pleale rhe Lord, 
and ſuch Wildond; if he ſtand. nor. in his:;own 
light, will. ſurely, fall to. his, ſhare, and here- 
ot, we need, no.gther , proof;, hut: common cxpe- 
.FIENCC, | 

The Man, who truly minds his (cyerlaſtng 
iatereſt; and ſo conſiders che account he mult 
give, to. God,,, when. this life.is ended, as to, pro» 


vide for that great. and dreadful Audit, thinks 
| himſelf 
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himſelf obliged ro-ufe what cautiouſhels he. can, 
thar he may not/wreng his God): his Soul, and | 
his Neighbour ; and-this cauriouſnels eannot/but 
make him prudent-/itt this: Secular Vocation ; 
hence {ach a Man hath commonly his; Wife, 
Children; and: Servants, in- better: order than 
other Men; and :mingles that -{weetneſs and. 
kindneſs with liis gravity or{everity, that they 
may have encouragement ' toi:love him, - and 
dread offending a tar-greater;/Maſter in Hea- 
ven; there is 'not that diſcontent, that emula- 
tion, that ill language, thar backbiting,” that 
luxury, that extravagance, that tumult in-ſuch 
a Mans Family, as 1s to be obſerved in Houles, 
where litcle of God and Eternity. is regarded. 
Such a perſon ſpends in his houſe no more but 
what is decent and conyenient, and {o provides 
for thoſe of his own Houſhold, as not to for- 
get doing good to the Levite, : and. to the Wi- 
dow, and to. the Fatherleſs, Deut: 14. 28, 29, 
His Speeck is commonly with grace, ſcafon'd 
with Salt, full of meekneſs and gravity, - and 
therefore leſs oftenſive, and he takes heed thar 
it may not be laid ro his charge, thar he: hath 
veltow'd more to feed his pride and- luxury, 
than Chriſt's diſtrefled Members ; and, in-pub» 
lick atfairs, qr places of great Truſt, ſuch a Man 
as minds, firſt Heaven, and then Earth, uſually 
diſcovers far greater wiſdom, in management 
of State-alfairs, than thoſe who firſt mind Earth, 
and Heaven, when they have nothing elſe ro 


| $0; for his Principles lead him-fſo ro carry 
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himſelf to Man; 'as;not to-aftront his: God, and 
to adviſe his Kingto nothing but whar-is-truly 
great and glorious, 'and beneficial for the Realm/ * 
he governs :'1And;” as:a Prince..may confide! in 
ſuch a perſon, more:than ina ſenſual Man, {© he 
hath reaſon to-believe, that:all things will pros; 
{per better in his hand, than-in the: others, be- 
cauſe he firſt. ſeeksirhe Honour of God, and then 
the happineſs-of his King, -and-:the Honour--of 
thar Nation he is a'Member of ; which is a thing 
{o+pleaſling to God, that there is nothing more 
frequent with-him, than to bleſs {uch honeſt en- 
deavours, and to crown them with ſucceſs and 
proſperity. | 

- And certainly, he 'that can conſider, how. ta 
keep himſelf from the everlaſting evil, may,with 
greater eaſe, prevent temporal mi{chiet and dan- 
ger, Whicly depend upon the imprudence of ; his 
actions ; he« that can row againſt the Stream, 
may, with greater faciliry,row with.it ; he that 
can chearfully go up the Hill, will find no great 
difficulty in going down; he that can do that 
which his Narure hath more than ordinary avet- 
ſion from, may more eaſily do that which his 
nature” hath a ſtrong byaſs-and- inclination to: 
And he, whofe Mind will ſerve him to turn away 
the ever-burning Wrath of Almighty God, catt- 
not want judgment and prudence to prevent the 
Wrath and "Anger of thoſe Men he converles 
withal : And he that can, by ſerious Conſidera- 
on, inake {ure of a {eat in Heaven, cannot want 
power to conſider, how to manage the —_ 
JIN 5 If = mae ZE | 0 


of-.Conlideration. 387 


God hath given him _.in_.this World, to_ God's 
Glory and his Neighbours good : And though 
Men,that are very conſiderate in their Soul-con- 
cerns, do .not always uſe that prudence we have 
mention'd in the concerns of this preſetit World 
yet it is ſufficienc, that if they will make uſe of 
that light, and . thoſe arguments, which their 
Reaſon, thus improved by Conſideration, . doth 
furniſh them withal, they; may moſt certainly 
arrive to this wiſdom and diſcretion, in ſecular 
concerns and buſineſſes, which we have been 
ſpeaking of, Indeed, it's very rational, that he 
x Hh exerciſes his reaſon much, and examines the 
nature, ends, cauſes, circumſtances and-conſe- 
quences of things, as he muſt do, that ſeriouſly 
conſiders the things that belong unto his ever- 
laſting peace, would arrive:to: more than: ordi- 
nary wiſdom in other things ;- and that he that's 
prudent'in' the - greater, ſhould be able ro pro» 
ceed”. prudentially | in letier. matrers/; -that-he 
who is faithful in much, ſhould be faithful in: 4 lit- 
tle alſo; and that he who-us juſt in the true Riches, 
ſhould be very uſt in the Manon of unvighteouſ- 

neſs too, as we read, Lyke 16, 10, 11, RIFE 
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CHAP. VI. 


A pathetical Exhortation to Men, who are 56 
f preg to a ſerious, religious life, to conſider 
their ways ; the wilfulneſs of their neglect, hon 
dangerous it ts ; , how  inexcuſable they are, how 
inhuman to God, and their own Souls; 'haw req- 
ſonable Ged's requeſts are, and how juſtly God may 
turn that power of Conſideration þ "hath given 
them, into blinaneſs and bardneſs of heart, fince 
they make ſo ill a uſe of it, &c, awe; 7 


ND now, Reader, whoever thou art, that 
do'{t yet wallow, or allow thy ſelf in any 
known ſin, and' art not ſincerely refolved:to 
cloſe with the terms of Chriſt's Eternal Goſpel, 
let me adjure thee, by the mercies of God, not 
to reject, or ſ{uperciliouſly ro deſpiſe, what 
here we have proposd. As thou art a Man, 
and owelt civility to all Creatures, that have 
the ſignature of: Man upon them, be bur ſo kind 
and civil to this Diſcourſe, as to allow it ſame 
ſerious thoughts. - Either - thou haſt a rational 
Soul, or thou haſt not ; if thou haſt, let me en- 
reat thee, by the Bowels of Feſws, to conſider, 
whether this preſent World be all the Sphere 
that God intended it ſhould move in; if 1t be 
not, and if how to ſecure the happineſs of the 
World to come, be 'the chief thing this thy 
Soul is deſigned for 2 Why wilt rhou fruſtrate 
God in his expectation >» Why wilt thou go con- 
trary 
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trary to all Creatures, -and wilt:not -proſecute 
the end for which thy Soul was-made, and ſhed 
into thy Body 2 Thar there is ſuch a thing/ as a 
life to-come, and an Eternity of:;Joy and Tors 
ment ; the one promiſed to a {irict;and heaven- 
ly converſation, the other threatned)/to-a looſe 
and careleſs, or ſenſual life, cannor/be call'd in- 
to. queſtion by him, that ſhall; impatrially: re- 
fle&t upon the premiſkes : Ir's certain; the things 
which - concern that other lite,.are»not \difco+ 
ver d by aur ſenſes, and therefore+thou canſt 
not hope to be affeted with-thetn that way. 
Ir's thy reaſon only-that-can and mult apprehend 
that future ſtate, and ſo apprehend-it, as to 
work upon thy aftetions. Burt which: way is it 
poſſible thy reaſon; ſhould ſo apprehend'ir; asro 
fright thee from: thy evil courſes, except it be 
improv'd by Conſideration ? Sinner,'I- do here; 
in the preſence af God, conjure thee:by all that's 
good and holy, by the intereſt and + welfare of 
thine own Soul, by. all the Laws of felf-interelt; 
by the Revelations of the Son of 'Gad, by all 
that God ever did for Mankind, by--that love 
which tranſcends the underſtandings of Men 
and Angels, by the groans of thale- miſerable 
Souls which are now in Hell, by allthe joys of 
Paradiſe, by the teſtimony of rhine- own Con» 
ſcience, by all rhe motions of Gad's Spirit-in 
thy heart, by all the. mercies thow-doſt reccive 
from. Heaven, by that Allegiance thou oweſt 
to. God, by thar faithfulnels thou-'oweltrro 
thine own 'Soul; : I' da molt {eripuſly —_— 

ICC 
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thee-to tell me, whether thou art not able to 
conſider the-eviliof thy-cqurles, the beaury- of 
God's ways, and the ſad: conſequences of ſens 
ſuality-;. thou denieſt thy own being, -denieſt 
God's favour to thy Soul;;:denieſt the glory of 
thy Creation, denieſt -che moſt viſible and the 
moſt apparent thing in'the World, if thou denis 
eſt thy ability in this--pointz: and if thou art 
able ro conſider {o / much;':Whart injuſtice'can 
it be in' God''to demand amn': account of this 
Conſideration > Wherein doth he do thee +an 
injury, if he :doth- ask- what thou haſt done 
with this power'?': Wert thou in God's ſtead, 
Wouldſt'not thou require the ſame account of 
thy Servant, on whom thou hadſt beſtowed 
{uch a Talent +/1f thou art able, and wilt not 
cake thy finfulneſs into ſerious Conſideration, 
Can there: be any thing more: juſt in the World, 
than thy damnation > How” eafie were it for 
thee to lay home the danger thou art in; and 
ſceing-'ir is ſo'eafie, How-juſt is it with God tg 
ler thee periſh in that danger, thou art reloly'd, 
in deſpight of all God's endeavours ro the cone 
trary, to fall and ſink into 2 O Chriſtian, how 
dreadful will it: be for thee, when Chriſt ſhall 
depart from thee, with this doleful exclamati- 
on, How | often ' woyld I have "gathered thee, 4s & 
Fen doth © gather her Chickens under her Wings, 
and thou' wouldeſt not > Wonldeſt not > This 1s 
it that makes-thy everlaſting torments juſt. 
Sinner, that God ſhould !invite thee to Heaven, 


and thou pur him off with' this Anſwer, 7 will 
uot | 


of Conlideration. 391 


xot.\ That God ſhould carels thee to become, his 
Darling, and thou voluntarily.and freely liſt, chy 
ſelf in the Catalogue of | the Deyils Fayourites. 
and Voraries | That God ſhould leaye no, meags; 
untried, to melt thy ſtubborn heart, and; thou 
deſperately fight againſt his Heaven ! And. when, 
he would. thruſt. chee into. it, ,yiolently break 
looſe from him, and lay force upon damnation! 
How inexcuſable will this make rhee,? ; What 
Man, what Angel, can, or dares; plead ;forithee, 
after ſuch horrid wilfulneſs > By.it thou ſhutr'{t 
up all Mens Compaſſion againſt thee./,, Were 
rhy error an infirmity, or had invincible igno- 
rance cauſed thy folly, ſome or. other poſiibly 
might be moved to ſpeak in favour of thy.con- 
cerns ; but that thou, knowing the will of God, 
and having power. to think what the end of thy 
courſes will be, and power. to: avoid the dan» 
ger, and power to pray for, help, a -graciqus 
God to encourage thee, a glorious Reward-.to 
entice thee, Eternity ro fright thee, the ,evers 
laſting Gulph to ſtartle thee, ſhould'ſt, in, de- 
{pight of all theſe Morives, wilfully'and mali- 
ciouſly ſhun thine own cure,!. This is a: malady, 
which no Creature can juſtly ſhed a tear, or. 
frame an Apology, for. Be aſtoniſh'd,,, O. ye 
Heavens, and tremble, O rhou Earth | Ye An- 
gels, thar rejoyce at a Sinner's Converſion here 
on Earth: O all ye that. paſs by, behold and 
{ce, whether there be a {orrow.as ſuch a Sinners 
forrow is 2 We have read of Men that haye' caten 
their Enemies; or Monſters that haye-deyour'd 
| | POD their 
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their own Children ; but here 1s one devyours 
himſelf, inhuman'to a prodigy! One that con- 
trives how to ſhut himſelf out of Heaven, plots 
how to undermine © his everlaſting Salvation, 


and ſtudies' how to fink into the dungeon of 


deſpcration. 

Sirs, What is it that we are exhorting you 
unto? Is it to dig down Mountains ? Is it to 
exhauſt the Sea? Is it to pull down the Sun 
from his Orb? Is ir to reverſe the courſe of Na- 
ture? Is it to work Miracles ? Is it to unhinge 
rhe Earth, or to ſtop the flux and reflux of the 
Ocean? One would think,by the carneſtneſs and 
vehemency of expreſſions, we are forced to ule, 
that it muſt be '{omerhing beyond the power 
of Man: But no,all that we keep this ſtir for,is 
only, that you would conſent to be happy, con- 
trive how to inherit an incorruptible "Crown, 
and 'think ſerioufly how to eſcape your own 
rorment ; - and needs there any intreaty for this? 
One would: think you ſhould run to us, break 
down the doors of our habitations, pull us out 
of our Studies, interrupt us though we were ne+ 
ver {o buſie, and importune us, 'as that Widow 
did the Judge, and follow us day and night to 
be ſatisfied,the thing is of tat importance. And 
Oh ! did you burbelieve an Eternity,you would 
do ſo. Believe! Why, what thould hinder you 
from believing it > What Arguments can you 
defire-that you have not > Can there be any 
thing ſurer than the Word- of God » Can there 


be a greater Witneſs than the Son of G wa r 
0M 
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God cannot deceive you, , he cannot impoſe up- 
on you, he cannot delude you; dare to b "oy 
him : Though you have not look'd into Hell, 
yet certainly there is one ;, though you have.not 
ſeen the Joys above, yer; luch Joys there are. : 
And, to conſider, to ſtudy, to ponder,how. to ar- 
rive to them, is the great thing; we  prels upon 
you, as being ſenſible of your ;danger, ſrnſtble 
thar death will arreſt you before you are aware 
of it, ſenſible that many, thouſands are; for eyer 
miſerable for negleting luch'exhortations,.. . O 
Sirs, we do nor enyy your: worldly happinels.; 
we dare aſſure you, that;it is not any grudge we 
have again{t your. proſperiry, that makes us-pur 
you in qa ef mah = Leilons ;. we 
1ave a God calling upon us,toſtop you in. yo 
carneſtneſs for che World : Woe ah Ks | ; 4 
give you no warning.! Woe to you, if. ye rake 
no warning ! If making proyifion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the luſts rheteot,., would make you hap- 
py ; if rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and 
wantonnels, and-rolling in all the pleaſures char 
your fleſh does promiſe, and your fancy pay, 
could contribute any thing to. your fehcity. ; if 
folacing your ſelves in the wanton ſireams; of 
ſenſual delights would lead you into Paradilc, 
we promiſe you, we would not moleſt_ or di-- 
ſturb you ,in your ways; nay, .if you had not 
Souls to be {aved, did your Spirits die, with 
your Bodies, we would. not ſtint you in_-your 
jollities. Bur Oh !'can we read, how the wrath 
of God is revcaled from Heaven azainlt all un- 
godlinelſs 
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godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of Men, and fc 
you fall' a prey to that indignation 2 Can we 
read how 'Tribulation' and Anguiſh ſhall cer- 
tinly fall upon every Soul that doth evil, and 
not ſpeak to. you to prevent it 2 Can we read, 
how the Lord Jeſus, will ere long come from 
Heaven in flames of fire, to take yengeance 
of 'thoſe who have continued to 'difobey his 
Goſpel, and- ro. puniſh-rchem with everlaſting ' 
deftruction from the: Preſence of rhe Lord, an 
'from the glory of his power, and not call'to 
"you, Repent,” for the Kingdom of Heaven 1s it 
hand. Can we read, how the unprofitable Set- 
vant; that 'made not uſe of his Talent, bir 
buried it under ground, and would 'not watch 
or tnake himſelf ready to meet his Maſter, ſhall 
Þe rhrown "into outward darkneſs, where there 
15 howling and gnaſhing of teeth, and nor beg 
of you to trim your Lamps, and ariſe from the 
dead; "that Chriſt may give you light? Can we 
'retnember, how many millions lie” tow roaring 
under the fears and” terrors of their own Con- 
ſciences' in another world, that would nor be 
perſuaded ro part with their darling boſom Sins, 
Till death tore them away from them, and not 
*reſtifie pnto you, leſt you alſo come into thar 
lace of torment ? Can we ſee you ſtand upon 
clie brink of deſtruction, 'and be fo cruel, as 
not to acquaint you with rhe botromlels gulph 
that's underneath z Would you have us to 
as tyrannical'to you,, as you are to your own 
Souls'?* Or would you have us leap into eyer- 
IN laſting 
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laſting burnings; withi you, ;for , not reclaiming! 
you from venturing /into that fixe 2 Wity 
Sirs, what is it that, doth diſcourage you from 
a ſincere Conſideration. of your: Spigitual cond 
tion 2 What are, you.afraid of > Why do! you! 
loiterz Why do you, deliberare;| whether (ye 
ſhall or no 2 Why |,do. ye | diſpute:;the' caſe?! 
Why do ye ſtand; muſing ? : What: hinders:yoir?' 
Is: there any impediment' that/you: may-nor -re-: 
move, if you will >; Had. you:been ibut a quar+; 
ter of an hour/in Hell, would:a6t'yau.calk-all 
thoſe Men Sots and; Egols, that-now-excule-cheir- 
wilful neglect of-this work'? Would: nor-you-e- 
the vanity of their. pretences-? Would not; you: 
confeſs, that all thoſe pretended:.clogs'are:mere! 
Cobwebs, which-njay: be broke.through| with? 
the greateſt caſe2;, Would you be frighted from! 
this duty by any' temporal. loſſes;!:as|now you! 
are 2 Are you,afrdid:;Men wilt:laugh at-yourfor” 
being ſerious 2 | Had: not: you better:be” laugh'd 
at;here,' than be {corn'd by God! and his! holyri 
Angels to all Etarniry 2 Had:not;you better be: 
jeerd here, than have the great-Kang:: of: Heae:! 
ven laugh at your-endleſ(s calamity; iand;; mock / 
when your everlaſting:fears do come pon you. ? 
If a.Fool laughs|at you; do:you regard it And: 
why ſhould .you.regard ſuch: Mens; {corn any:: 
more, than the laughter of fools ?.-Alas! they 
are diſtemper'd jn.gheir Brains,-chey fee nor. the 
things' which belong to! their\peace,- they: know 
not what Religion means-! Wul any Man give 
| over the {tudy of Divinity, or Law,::or- Phylick, | 
| becaule 
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becauſe the cone Peaſant” ſneers at him 
Will a Tradelirian leave 'his' Calling, becauſe 
ſuch' a Mari makes Songs and Ballads upon't? 


If you are" perſuaded, that Conſideration, and: 
longing- after” your | Spiritual concerns, | is: the' 


way to real/ happineſs, will/ you be miſcrable; 
becauſe 'another Man would 'not have you to 
be happy ? Will- that: Man who laughs at you 
for deſpiſing+ the Workd; fave you harmlels at 
the:day of Judgment 2 Will he bail you . out, 


when God's' Thunders ſhall break out upon all 


diſobedicnrt Sitiners?'-Will he undertake for you, 
when God will be abuſed and mocked no longer, 
and; the day vof his wrath doth come ! Will he 
be your Adyocate, * when you ſhall have your 
Conlciences' pleading againſt'you ! Alas, poor 
forlorn Wrerchies ! He will not- be able to an- 


{wer for himſelf, how then ſhould he plead 


your ' cauſe ?/:And-if he can-do you no fervice, 
cannot ſecure you againſt rhe anger of the Al- 
mighty, why: will you be "perſuaded by the 
anger or difpleaſure of a Man, though never 
{o-grear and'/powerful, ro omit that, on which 
your Eternal welfare doth depend 2 


Sinner, -as:light as thou makeſt now of this 


ſerious refle&tion'on thy Spiritual concerns, thou 
mult conſider them one time or other ; if thou 
wilt not here,, God will force thee-to do it 1n 
Hell, whether thou wilt or:no : Here Confi- 
deration may. do-good,: but: there ir will but 


aggravare to; torments ; here jt may ſnatch 


thee like a brand 'our of the fire, rhere it will 
increalC 


"_ —_— a PC O_o Oy eta a nt « — oo " "2 = ...__ _—_ 


of Conlidetafion: 397 


increaſe thy flames; here it may be a means to 
enlighten thee, there ir will be a means to con- 
found thee for . ever. Proud, - Self-conceited 
Man, who! canſt find no time for {erious Cons 
ſideration here! In Hell rhou' wilt have time 
enough, and Oh, how many fad hours will 
it cauſe to-confider, how thow- haſt miſpent 
thy: time, how thou haſt ſlung away ſo mas 
ny precious hours upon thy unlawful plea» 
ſures, how thou haſt derided ſuch a Sermon, 
harden'd thy Heart upon ſuch a difcourlc, flight- 
ed God's motions to Repentance, {mother'd the 
checks of thine own Conſcience, preferr'd the 
World before Heaven, obey'd Man more than 
thy - Creator, ſuffer'd every trivial outward 
Reſpect, to call thee away from- Devotion, mis 
{truſted God's Providence, taken his Name in 
vain, laugh'd at the wholſome Countels of thy 
Parents. and Teachers, deſpis'd-thy Neighbors, 
cenſur'd their ations more than thy own; ta 
ken.thy fill of | fin; been weary. of following 
Chriſt, backward to any thing that's. good, des 
lighred with nothing but Vanity, and Folly;diſ- 
honoured God, diſgraced Religion, expoled it 
to contempt and ſcorn, drawn others. into Vice, 
laugh'd Men into Folly,dragg'd theminto Hell, 
murther'd their Souls as well as thine own, neg* 
leted thy Prayers; diſregarded the Poor, ops 
preſſed the Needy,been greedy after the World, 
and- underyalu'd. the Pains and colt God did 
beſtow to. entice thee to enter into; his R :{t! 
At this/titne thou'it be forc'd tg, conhiacr, how 
great a Bleſſing thou haſt refus'd; Whar eams 

"© 16s "2 2 fork 


398 Lhe G2zeat Law 


fort thou haſt depriv'd thy ſelf of, what a wiſe 
courſe thoſe took, - that would not be perſuas 
ded by the vain careleſs World, :to caſt God's 
Law behind them. Bur alas! theſe Conſiders. 
tions will then ' be too late; time was, when: 
thou mighr'ſt have conſider'd the odiouſneſs 
of fin, and turn from thy evil ways; time 
was, when thou mighr'{t have conſider. the 
abſolute neceſſity of defpiſing the World, and 
dedicated thy elf, thy Children, .thy- Life.and 
Wealth to God's Service; time was, whenthou 
mighrt have conſider'd, that'God's Mercy and 
Paritence did lead thee to Repentance, and {6 
have turn'd to God with all thy heart, and this 
had been to ſecure God's Favour, and to enter: 
thy name in the Book of Lite; burin Hell, fucly 
Thoughts do but gnaw and ſting thee more, 
there they do but augment thy Sorrow afid In- 
dignation againſt thy ſelf; there 'they dgbut 
make thee weary of thy life, and the worlt of 
it is, that there thou canſt not be rid of thefe 
Conſiderations, they'll come into thy mind 
againſt rhy Will; herc thou didſt take painsto 
keep them out, there thou 'canſt not hinder 
them from burthening and -oppreſling thy Soul; 
here buſineſs -and mirth diverted: them, there 
thou canſt nor ſhake them oft-with all thein« 
duſtry and labour thou canſt uſe; thou need 
no accuſer there, theſe Conſiderations will be 
ſufficient witneſſes againſt thee; there, rhere, 
thou'lr wiſh. -O that T had beliey'd the Preach- 
ers of the Word! I find theſe Men were in 


the ,| 
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the! right, I find they ſaw.more; than I did, 
I. find they were not miſtaken; if I had follow- 
ed” their advice, I had built, my , Houſe upon a 
Rock ; I find they ſpoke no more but reaſon, 


I-find they exhorted me” to: nothing, but, what 


was ſafe. and. beneficial *to, my; Soul. Forgiye 
me, ye Men of God, pardon my contempr of 
your Zeal and Fervency;.Q {end me ſome Laza« 
rus, that he may dip the tip of his Finger 1n 
Water, and cool my Tongue: . If, your Prayers 
if your Tears, if your Intreaties, if your In- 
terceſſions can prevail with God, ,O, help, help, 
for I periſh in this-gulph ! Plead with your God. 
{olicite for me atthe Throne of Grace, double, 

treble your Cries and Supplicatfons;' try whe- 


ther God will have Mercy on me; .who have 


had no Mercy on my ſelf... I am trighted, Iam 
troubled on every 1ide; I would Stab my elf, 
and cannot; - Die, and | muſt; nor,; Elcape,..and 
dare not : Pity, pity: a/poor, miſerable Worm ! 
Will none relieve me? Do all forlake me? Do 
Men and Angels leave me ? Is there no body 
to ſpeak. comfort | to me? Is. thexe-no door for 
Conlolation open? Are all the, ayenues to Mer- 
cy ſhut 2 Hear, hear ye Inhabitants of Heayen ! 
Are you deafto my.groans? Are you grown trans 
ger to compallion ?.,, # here, 45 ; your, wonted 
clemency'? Will no. repentance touch the Hearr 
of God > Will no Sorrow: moye him 2 Will no 
Anguiſh melt, him 2 Dull. Citizens of that” Ce- 
leſtial Common- wealth | Are you ſo buſie with 
Hill:lujah's; ag not to heat thele-cries? Are you 
_ not 
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not frighted by theſe ſobs in your chearful me- 
fodies > Are you fo taken up, that none of you 
can look down into theſe diſmal Vaults? 


Look | yonder is the bright Moſes, rhe Man 
whoſe Face did ſhine, that with his Prayer dif- 
comfited Amalek,and when the Almighty would 
have deſtroy'd'the Hoſt of Tſrael, ftood in the 
gap, and blunted the conſuming Angels Sword! 
Is all his Power gone? Is the virtue of his Pray- 
er loſt > Ah! will he nor Pray, that this wretch, 
this worm, this poor malefaftor, who would 
fain repent,may be ſet free> Where'is that Foſhna 
that prayed for the Sun's ſtanding ſtill, and 
ftood {till im the midſt of Heaven 2 Hathhe 
no Prayer left to ſtop my calamity, and togive 
a truce* to my Torments 2 Whereis that Elijah, 
that pray'd that 'thtre might be no Rain, and 
there came no Rain for three years and thx 
Months? and cannot he Pray that this Fire may 
go our? dd 


A thouſand ſuch cries will then be in vain; 
. Conſideration 'now would moſt certainly pre- 
vent thoſe Cries;this would repreſent rhe groans 
of thoſe wretches, in thar diſmal Prifon, in ſuch 
tively chara&ers to'rhy mind, that thou would'lt 
be reſtleſs, tilt rhou didſt ger into the ſtraight 
way that leads ro'Life; and art not thou ready 
to embrace it? What Friend, what Enemy, what 
Devil, what Charm -quenches the 'Fire- of thy 


Reſolutions? Dolt thou own God for thy Crea- 
ror 
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ror and Governour, one that hath greater rea- 
ſon to command rhee, than thy Prince, or Ma- 
ſter, or Parents, and doſt thou refuſe to obey 
him 2 Doſt thou believe, that whatever is. in 
Man,and can challenge Obedience,is more emi- 
nently in God; and doſt thou ſcruple to come 
ply with his Will > Wile thou prove a Rebel to 
thy Prince, a prodigal Son to thy Father? An 
unfaithful Servant to the beſt of Maſters ? Why 
ſhould'ſt not thou truſt God with thySoul? Why 
ſhouldſt not thou run at his Call? Whatis it, Sin- 
ner, that would make thee take thy ways into 
ſerious Conſideration 2 Would a Miracle do it ? 
Why, thou haſt as great reaſon to believe, that 
thole Miracles, which are recorded in che Goſpel 
to have been wrought for confirmation of 
Chriſt's Saying, were really wrought, and pers» 
form'd, as thou haſt to belieyethe reality of a 
Miracle, if thou ſhould'ſt ſee one wrought be-- 
fore thine Eyes; either thou belicveſt that thoſe 
Miracles were wrought by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, or thou doſt not; if thou doſt nor, why | 
doſt not thou examine the circumſtances to be 
fatisfied 2 16 thou doſt , what need there any 
more Miracles? If rthoſe Miracles will not per- 
ſuade thee, how thould a new Miracle do it ? 
nay, how ſhould we be ture that the fight of a 
new Miracle would work upon thee 2 How ſoon 
would time wear our the memory of wand leave 
thee as careleſs as it found thee ? thou ſeeſt mis 
raculous providences every day, and yet they 
move thee not; that God ſpares ſuch a rebelli- 
Xo ous 
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ous ſinful wrerch as thou art, ſo long, and af- 
ter {o many thouſand provocations, is a Miracle; 
thou ſ{eeſt Water rurn'd into Wine every year; 
for the inſipid Liquor of the Vine is changed 
into another taſte; thou ſeeſt how from a dry 
Acorn, a mighty Tree doth grow, which gives 
protection to Men and Beaſts, and to the Fowls 
of the Airz thou Rowell how from that l- 
quid Principle Fob doth ſpeak of, A man cloathed 
with skin and fl:ſh, and fenced with bones an 
firiews rifzs. What mighty Mirac'es would theſe 
be, if they were not common ? and yet” none 
of theſe {tir thy Soul to reflect ſeriouſly, what 
thou muſt do to be faved> Would an aus 
dible voice from Heaven do it? Why, how 
couldſt thou be ſure it came from Heaven 2 Ang 
ſhould a Voice come to thee from the Regions 
of Bliſs, ſhould God vouchſafe thee ſuch a Me 
ſage immediately. from the Clonds as this, 
Return, thou backſliding finnzr, and 1 will ut 
cauſe mijze anper to fall upon thee ; for I am” mers 
ciful, and will net keep anger for ev7, Only ats 
knowledge thine iniquity, that thou haſt tranfortf- 
fed azainſft the Lerd thy God, and haſt not obey: 
ed my weice : Why, it would be no more but 
what God hath faid -already, it might for the 
preſent ſurprize and flartle thee a lirtle ; but if 
that Precepr written cannot work upon thy 
Soul, 1t's*to be fear'd, the Preceprt ſpoke from 
Ficaven would "make no yery laſting imprel- 
{159, upon thee. Thou arr ſufficiently aſſured, 
{o atlured, that a Man of reaſon' cannot juitly 
£ Rs © BET | deſire 
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deſire better grounds, that God hath ſpoke 
thoſe Words to thee already ; and if God's re- 
peating this Duty ſo often in his Word can do 
no good, what hopes is there, that, repeated 
again, it would draw thy Heart away from4fin, 
and from the World? Would a man's-riling from 
the dead do it? Why, Chriſt is riſen from the 
dead, and is become the fir{t-fruits of them that 
ſlept; .and (he doth, with all the proteſtations 
1 that are fit for a God to make; aſſure thee, that 
{ he thar believes not, thatis, ſhews not his Faith 
by his Works, ſhall be damn'd; and would en- 
gage thy mind to ruminate upon that threat- 
ning, and to think which way thou may'ſt flee, 
and be freed from that deſtruction he ſpeaks 
of: And why wilt thou not give credit to what 
he ſaich 2 Nay, if thou ſhouldft ſee a Spirit, 
the Ghoſt of one that hath been thy acquain- 
rance formerly, a Ghoſt that thould, by woful 
experience, inform thee, that thoſe things the 
Scripture ſpeaks of, are undoubtedly true, and 
char God will proceed exactly, according to 
what he hath promis'd, and threatned there, it 
{| would more farisfie thy Curioſity, than advance 
thy Piety : And the queſtion ſtill may. be, Whe- 
ther it would fatistie thy Curiofity 2 For it's 
poſſible thou may'tt imagine, that ir might be 
a deception of Sight, and ſo forget it, and 
flight at, and make little of that motive. 'Thou 
confeſleſt Chriſt's Relurrefion and” why he 

ſhould not be believed before a Spirit, eſpecially 
Ee 4 when 
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when a Spirit could ſay no more than he hath 
{faid, I cannot well conceive. 


Sinner, who ſeth not, that all theſe preten- 
ces, are like the wiſhes of ſickly. Men, that wiſh 
for this or that Fruit, or this or that Diſh; and 
when it is brought, itis ſo far from curing them, 
thit often it-makes them worſe, and increaſes 
their diſtemper 2 Who ſees not, that theſe are 
but inventions, to give ſome colour of reaſon 
to thy unwillingneſs, to ſhake off the (ins which 
do ſo caſily beſet thee > Who ſees nor, thattheſe 
are only Arguments {iggeſted by the Devil, to 
keep thy Sou! from her truc food and nouriſh- 
ment? And who tis the loſer all this while 2 Thou 
wouldſt fainimpoſe upon God, and make him 
believe, that it is not want of Will, but want 
of Aſſurance, that this {crious Confiderationof 
thy ways is neceflary, that makes thee ſtand 
out againſt it. And alas! the cheat thou ſeek 
to put upon. God, thou put'{t upon thine awn 
Soul ; and isthy Soul ſo incon{iderable a thing, * 
that thou makeſt nothing of deluding, and cir- 
cumventing it. 


What thinkeſt thou, Sinner 2 Suppoſe thou 
did'{t ſec a Senate, or Parliament, made-up of 
very grave, wile, {ober, judicious Men, - who 
ſhould unanimouſly give their yerdict in a cauſe, 
and determine it; and while theſe Men, after 
{crious deliberation, givc their Judgmenrtin _ 

ale 
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Caſe propos'd to them, in comes the MalefaQtor 


again{t whom they liave given Sentence,” ac- 
cuſes the Decree of the Senate of injuſtice, char- 
ges their Vote with a Lyec,andrakes a greardeal 
of pains ro make the World believe a tale of 
his own making: whom would'ſt thou believe; 
that grave, wile, judicious Senate, or the Ma- 
lefactor 2 The Senate,{ure; and then, when God, 
Angels, and Men, the wileſt, the graveſtz' the 
learned'ſt ofthem, do all unanimouſly derermine, 
that without a ſerious Conſideration of thy Spi- 
ritual Concerns, thou canlt nor arrive to ay 
ſincerereformation of Life, can'ſt never know the 
danger thou art in, or what thou muſt do-to 
eſcape unquenchable fire; and that without it 
thou art a truly miſerable Man, and doſt take 
the way thar leads to deſtruction, haſt thou. the 
impudence to oppole thy ſickly Opinion, which 
ariſes from a diſtemper'd Head , and'a more 
diſtemper'd Canleience, to the grave, ſound, 
and orthodax Judgment of Men, infinitely witer 
than thy ſelf? When all, with one conſent, 
affirm, that thou art ſick to death, and nothing 
but Conſideration can recover thee; wilt thou 
cancel their Verdict , by. preſcribing to-thy elf 
Medicines of thine own making? All cry out 
againſt thy inconſiderate courte of life , God 
doth not juſtife ir, Angels do condemn it,” the 
Preachers of rhe Goſpel confure it, Philolophers 
arraign it, thy Reaſon hath Arguments againſt 
it, thy  Conlicience chides thee tor it, thy fober 
| 435: Neighbours 
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Neighbors reproveit ; and wile not thou ſab» 
{cribe-to their Sentence 2 Whar /inſolence is it to 
think thy {elf more knowing, than he that knows 
all things? Behold;:Sinner, here lies the way 
- to Heaven,God'is intreating thee to walk in it; 
the: Devil is buſie ro diſcourage thee from it, 
God faith, here*I will be found; 'the Devil ſug- 
geſts, that the Sons of Anack-dwell. there. God 
withes thou woulds yield and live; the Devil, 
that. thou wouldſt ſtand out;: and die. God 
{ceks to Crown thee; the Devil toirob thee of 
thy Diadem. — God aſſures thee, -that this is 
the Garden where thy Graces muſt grow; the 
Devil argues, :that nothing but Weeds and This 
{tles-grow therc. All the diſpute is, who ſhall 
haye thy Soul, God or the Devil? Think, Sin- 
ner, for God's ſake, think who is the Rewarder, 
and who is the Tormenter;who is the King that 
can ſave thee, and who is the Executioner that 
ſtudics only ro ruine thee ; ſhall 'not God pre» 
Yailz Wilt not thou give him thy Hearr? And 
ſhall: Satan go away. with thy Soul 2 Shall he 
poſle(s thar Treaſure,which Angelsare ambitious 
of 2: For ſhame, let not God go away empty; 
think ' what a- condeſcenſion it is in God, to be 
willing to accept of ſo-inconſiderable-a Preſent 
as thy Heart 2 Whar is thy Soul to him 2 Whar 
benefit doth Le receive by offering thee his Bo- 
ſom? If thou haſt:ſuch a mind tobe the-Devils 
Slave,whatnced God take pains to reſcue thee 
from that bondage 2 Dolt chow think he cannot 
live without thee 2 Doſt thou think thy being 
in 
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in his Heaven,doth add any thing to hisfelicity? 


cannot he as well be glorified in thy Toritients, 
as he can in thy Salvation ? Cannot he'make 
his Juſtice triumph over ſiich a ſtubborn wretchr 
as thou art? Wherein doth his advantage "he } 
May not he be God, and Great, and Giorious, 
and admired by Angels , 'while thou frieſt ini” 
Hell> Thou haft very highly obliged him''in- © 
deed, that he need be atall this'trouble to make - 
thee in love with his ways ? Should*ſt not thou _ 
ſtand amazed ar his Favour ? Should'ſt nor thou. 
wonder, that this immenſe and infinite Majeſty; 
will youchſafea gracious look toſo vilea Worm 
asthou art? And canſt thou ſee a God courtthee; 
and grow coy 2 Doth God offer to kiſs thee withr 
the kiſſes of his Lips, and doſt thou ſcorn his 
embraces? Canſt thou ſee him' careſs thee, and 
run away thy Face ? Wilt thou prefer the mo--" 
tions of a lying Devil, before the Oracles of the 
orcat God of Heaven? Hadſt thou rather'go 
along with him, that will murther thee; -thatys+ 
accompany him that will encircle thy Head with” 
a Crown of Glory ? Shall God'magnifie his Mer- 
cy upon thee, and wilt thou fall in love with . 
his Enemy 2- Doth God intend, by making love-' 
to thy S-ul, to give a character to the World of 
his infinite goodneſs and compalhon, and dareſt 
thou be ſo boldas to leflen thar character, by thy: 
contempt and ingratitude? | 
. Behold, Sinner, God is willing-to lay afide 
his flaming Sword, thou ſhalt hear of him'no 
4 © more 
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more,inthe Earthquake, ' or-in the Storm, or in 


the mighty Wind, that breaks the Rocks in Pie. 


ces, bur in rhe ſtill ſmall voice : The voice of 
Beanerges ſhall found'no more in thy Ears, he'll 
blow his Trumpet of War no more all his frown 
{hall be done. away, he'll fright thee no more 
with Hell-fire;, if his Grace, his Mercy, his 
Compaſſion can but allure thee to bethink thy 
fel, and. cloſe with him, and ſo to conſider 
phe concerns of thy - Soul, as to reſign thy {elf 
altogether 'as to his. guidance and direction; 


- _ -his Aſped ſhall be kind, his Countenance ſhall 


be nqthing bur ſmiles, his Face ſhall be a per- 
petual Sunſhine, if by Conſideration of thy 
ways,thou wilt become ſenſible of thy former 
folly, and throw it away, and take up with 
him alone : If his kindly Beams can thaw thy 
frozen Heart,if his Calm can win thee,and make 
thee proſtrate thy ſelf before the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah, Heaven and Earth ſhall be no 
longer in conſpiration againſt thee, and thou 
ſhalr not need to look any more for Thunders 
and Lightnings from that Heaven ; ſtand ſtill, 
Sinner,and ſee the Salvation of God;bchold Grace 
and Mercy lies weeping at thy feet, the free, the 
ſovercign, the extenſive, the attractive Grace of 
God comes wooing to thy Soul, and doth be- 
{peak thee in this manner ; Hold, hold, thou 

or befotted Creature, whither doſt thou run? 
Hear, Hear, I bring thee rhe joyfulleſt ridings, 
that ever were brought to the cars of Men; God 
will be thy Farher, rhe Lord Jeſus thy _ - 
rac 
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the Holy Ghoſt thy Comforter,” the Angels thy 
Companions ; thy Life ſhall be a-perperual'Ho- 
liday ; thou ſhalt'be a Friend of God, anHeir 
of Heaven, and Coheir - with- Chriſt; thy: fins 
ſhall be all done. away, 'thyiniquities ſhall be 
remembred no-more,all the promiſes of the 'Go- 
ſpel ſhall be'thine, God - will youchſafe- toilive 
with thee, the Holy Ghoſt will make thy. Soul 
his Temple, thou ſhalt have ſtrengrth to over» 
come' Hell and Devils, Flames and Swords; and 
be more than a Conqueror, - through him that 
loyed' thee, the Lord” Jeſus Chriſt: Ask a'Hea- 
yen, and thouſſhalt have-it ;;y' Crown, and-it 
ſhall be thrown into thy boſom; a'Kingdom; 
and it ſhall be thine; askmvall- the 'Treaſures'of 
Glory, and they ſhall not'be denied” thee: From 
this time forward thy Name ſhall be inrolled 
among the Fayourites of. Heaven, andiin th 

Soul, as in-Facob's Ladder, the Angels ſhall be 
continually-afcending and-deſcending, and rhy 
Head,” Hike "Gidton's Fleece; ſhall: be:water'd 
with the dew of Heaven, while the unbelieving 
World ſhall be'dry ; and all this ſhall be: rhine, 
if my Love, my Mercy, my Kindnels can pre» 
vail with thee, and engage 'thee to think feri- 
ouſly, what'thou muſt do to pleaſe God;and tobe 
happy for ever. O Sinner, had thoſe whomoty 
lie {weltring/ under. the . burning wrath: of 'Al- 
mighry God, ſuch an oftcr as/this, how would 
they leap, 'and triumph,:and agree toi fo rea- 
{onable a condition, and thank Ged upon their 
A -- _— bended 
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bended. knees, day: and night, and praiſe:hinj 
without intermiſhon;- that he will vouchſafe rg 
receive them, on no-harder terms than theſe | 
Sinner, is thy Heart of Stone, that is-dorh nox 
diſlolve at this Gracious Meſſage? ,Canthe Rock 
hold-out againſt-.theſe: bowels of Compaſlion? 
Poor ftubborn' Wretch! 'Were notithy! Heart-all 
Steel, were not :#hy-. Conſcience! (cared, how 
..could*ſt thou forbear/being prick'd at'the Heart p 
hadſt-thou but: the leaſt park of good nature 
-teft- in thee, what. might not theſe Golden 
Chains, theſe Silken | Strings; theſe Cotds of 
Lave, do with thy immortal Soul? - The only 
realon'that the Servants . of Berhadad had;.to 
humble themſelves -ro the King of gel, was 
this, We have heard that the Kings of, 1ſracl, ave 
eerciful {ings': Sinner”, haſt not. thou- both 
heard and ſcen, and ſeeſt it ro 5:*7 ?,;y, thatthe 
truc King of /ſraet is a merciful King z and will 
mot this, prevail with-: thee, to throw thy. {elf 
-down-athis Feet, and kiſs his Scepter;; iand con- 
7 4der thy imprudence, in deviating {0.long from 
* the end of thy [Creation and Redemption, .and 
ive thee contented to part 'with:all the ſtrong 
holds of iniquity within: thee, -and with all ima- 
ginations, that exalr. rhemſelyes againſt the obe- 
dience of Chriſt Feſus ? 
- ,Q: do- not -teilme, that thou wilt moſt cer- 
tainly bethink thy (elf ſome time hereafter, When 
Aicknels, and:approaching death ſhall rake thee 
off from thy worldly | buſineſſes ; Vain fooliſh 
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Man !. How doſt thou: know thou, ſhalt live zilh 


to: Morrow-2: For, What - 4s | thy. life ? | even. ,,@ Var, 
pour that appearsi for a little -tinves, aud-;they - udr 
niſhes away.; Flow many thoulands are cut;.att; 
as they arc go010g up the Hill, in; the Nogn! of 
their days, before-halfe their-cace be, rug; Andi 
what Patent haſt thou from Heayen, 'that-i;{hall 
not be thus with-thee? God laughs at that-Re- 
pentance,- which - Men begin; when they ;cats 
keep Sin and: the World no longer ; he ſces.itits 
forc'd; and ſqueez'd, and weak; andfeeble.; and: 
will God accept. off thy -Deyotiog,:when, thou; 
haſt exhauſted the -Cream and Marrow: of: thy, 
bones in the, Devils {ervice-2: How, Sinner: ©anr 
ſider thy ; ways: upon - thy; Death-bed 2,, Mad 
Man! Doſt | thon.. know; what. Conlideration 
means ? The Soul mull be in ixs full ftrength,thac 
con6ders the finfulne(s, and ſad. conſequenaes of 
her life, Noft.nor. thou ſec, :haw in ficknels, the: 
Soul ſympathizes..with: the.Bady? How.,the 
Mind languiſhes with the, Eleſhz-, How- weak; 
how feeble | rhe ' Thoughts, are ; upon a'Dearh+ 
bed2 How the Mind is employed with chink- 
ig: ofthe pain, and anguiſh, and; uncaſinels, of 
the Body > How. Mens  wcaknels , {eaxce,, gives 
them cave to repear the ;Lod's Praeriatire, 
withour | interruption 2 How,.ſcrling their, E- 
ſtates, and..diſpoling of their Worldly Aftaixs; 
and Sorrow, and Vexation, that they have not 
managed: rheix:;-{ecular Concerns with, greater 
Prudence, takes/-up their Cogirations? | And, 

fo; t how 
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how-rranſitory and ſuperficial Mens Thoughts 
of © Sin, and - of another World are; :excepy' 
chey have gotten''a habit of Heavenly-mind-: 
edneſ$;” by a long; and conſtant pradtice''of: 
Holineſs, in the: time- of their: Health and Lj- 
betty "before And doth Salvation deſerye 
no**more, bur a few flight , and” skin-deep 
reflexions,, when-'rhou lieſt a dying? Can 

thou bave ſuch/ low Thoughts of everlaſting 
Glory, as'to let. Conſideration of it: come 'be- 
kind all the-fatisfaQtions of the fleſh » Canſt 
thou' entertain ſuch  piriful ſheaking Conceits;/ 
concerning that mighty Heaven, God, our of 
his ſingular and unparallel'd Mercy, hath con« 
deſcended to: promiſe to his Saints,” as to 'des 
lay thy Contemplations, and thy raking” a 
view 'of it, till thy ' Heart-ſtrings 'break, and 
thy Throat begins to rattle, and the Houſe is 
falling » Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepa* 
red for the Devil and his Angels. Alas | when 
Men are a dying, the time of working'is palt, 
that's the Night wherein no Man can work 
that's the time indeed ro reap comfort of our 
former conſcientious Practiſes', 'but not' the 
time:'to work out our Salyation in; that's 
\ the time of rejoycing, becauſe our Redempri* 
on draws nigh, nor the- time of ferring-our 
from the Gates of Hell; that's the'time ro finiſh: 
our courſe with' Joy, not rhe time”'ro'- be-' 
gift 'a Holy Life. Alas ! the ſtrengrh and vigor' 
which muſt be uſed in a Heavenly Converla-. 
WR. tiony 
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thyſelf unworthy of 


O Sinner, the , preſent time is the day of Sal-' 
yation, this is the acceprable-rime, now ſtrike, 
and thy fins will fall; now firive, and the 
Crown will be thine; now fall to wotk, and 
promiſe thy ſelf "Eternal reſt :* Thou canſt call 
no time thine own, but rhe preſent, that's only 
in thine hands ;\ make uſe of that, and ſave 
chyſelf from this unctoward Generation.” "Extri- 
care thy ſelf from the deluſions of rhe fleſh, 
eake courage, and be gons ;' ftay not in Sodom, 
now. accept of Mercy, now lay up & Treaſure, 
and ſecure thy right to the'Tree Life; now 
temember thy Creator, and God will remem- 
ber thee'when he makes uphis Jewels, - re 

that 


thee, as a Man would ſpare his own So 
{erves him. h | 

Hear then this; Men, Fathers, aud Brethren! 
the God of your "os the God of _— 
F = 
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the God of Taac,,. and the God of Jacob hath 
ſent us to you, to tell you, that his Supper is 
ready, and the.doors. are open, and the Gueſts 
are come, and. yet there 1s room, and that you 
we come to acquaint you withalfrom him who 
delights not. in ghe death of a ſinner, but would 
have him turn. and live, Hear this, ye Great 
Ones, ye Nobles, ye Mighty Men, and configer 
your Ways : Conſider whether that voluptuous 
life you lead, 1s like that life which, that Savi- 
our, itt. whom,.you pretend [to-. believe, doth 
preſcribe in his Goſpel? Conſider whether you 
are not obliged to practice all thoſe Virtues and 
Duties that the, meaner fort perform > And 
whether in framing to your ſelves anew way to 
Heaven, away ditterent from what the Word of 
God doth. repreſent, you are like co be happy 
in thoſe Caſtles cf - Air ' you, build, and like to 
arrive' to that Glory which you: wiſh for, 
and. hope to be recciycd into ? Conſider whar 
your . pride and ſ{cn{uality will at laſt conclude 
in? And whether you will dare to brave it at 
the great Tribunal, as now, you do on Earth, 
where you have no body to controul you? Ye 
that are Magiſtrates, whom Providence hath 

laced 'oyer others to excate Jultice,- and to 
gs good example, Confider your ways. Con 
ſider how heayy. your connivance at the moſt 
notorious ſins, ſins that offer to pluck even 
God- out, of his. Throne, will lie upon your 
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Conſciences one day.! Conſider what hurt you 
do,. how .many Souls you ruine,” by your de- 
bau ch'd, and luxurious lives! Conſider whether 
you can ſatisfic God as eafily as youcan do Man, 
and whether that injuſtice, tharoppreſſion, that 
coyeteoulnels, rhat lewdnels, you make nothing 
of now, ate not fins. weighty - Enough to bear 
you down'into the burning Take? Ye leamed 
Men, whether Miniſters or others, who ſee 
and know' more than the Vulgar do, Conſider 
your ways.. Conlider | whether "thar great know- 
ge you haye, Will, not procure you double 
ſr pes, if you imptove it nor into a higher depree 
of lcriouſhefs, than, common people ute ; Con- 
ſider what a ridiculous thing you make Religi- 
oti, if, being perſuaded and convinced of the 
rationality of” it,you do not expreſs the power 
ofit in your cotyerſations, Conſider wherhec 
building Heaven with .your Voices, and Hell 


| with your Behaviour and Deportment, will nof 


G 
\ 
3 
: 


| 


4 


bring down napon you rhe feyereſt Plagnes 
that are written. in the Book of God ! Ye that 
are *Hearers of the Word, and frequent the 
Temple of the Lotd, . to be taught his' Statutes, 
ind” his Ordinances, Conftder your ways. Con- 
ſider. whether” fo” many  cnrerings, warnings, 
reproofs, and admonirions, in ſeaton 'and our of 
{raſon, Moe hes take no notice of, will 
not be brought in"one day, as evidences to jus 
{tife your everlaſting condemiairon 2 Contider 


__— * $7 


kow God is like to refent your barrennels and 


GO + & wif unfruitol- 
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unfrdicfulnels under the richel means of Grace 
under the. oli of his fatnels! Contits 
HOW juſtly Goring puniſh you ? has r.not_di; geſting 
and app lying oli and Preceprs to 
ourſelves, Hy hardnels and blitidiieſs "of 
Face, and whether, this Judgment be not more 
frequent than the World iS aware of, arid Wi 
ther you do not. particip pate. of that Judgmen 
Hear this, all y e that. carry Rational, An So 
Souls in your , Conſider your Ways. Cans 
ſider what enlfavins your goal to vicious afte- 
ions will come to, and whether they will ot 
thrive better. being irradiated with Heavenly 
light, than warm dt by Helliſh Lyufts.; and whe- 
cher it will not be more for your credir to &it 
vance them-to their primitive luſtre and bi 
ty, than loſe, them by ſin and yanity, _ 02h 
you ſtand upon the brink of a bottomleſs Fe 
who, but a Man, whoſe brains arecrack'd; would 


not. loak abouthimſelf 2 The leaſt puſh or thruſt 
ſends. you thither;, Who would not rake fore. | 
pains to get-into a Harbour : The Ship is ready. | 


ro becaſt away, the Malters arc ſpilt, it's leaking 
on every ſide ; Who would. nor. lay hold of a 
Plank co. fave himfelf from drowning? If you 
know not whatto do with. that. . power of Con- 
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fideration God hath given you, maryci norif. | 


God takes. it away ; and fince you will not be- 
thank your ſelves how to be freed from fin and 


mulery, proteſts in his anger, that you ſhall not | 


be able ro. make ule of that power any more, in 


*der to obtain Eternal Life 1 ſince you will _ 
take 


0. Conlideratign. 4x5 
rake up that Sword of -the Spirit, to'cur rhe 
cords - of -Sin-and Diſobedience, no wonder-if 
God blunts ang dulls the egge of it, that itfhall 
be of no uſe'to you, 'when” you would employ 
it. O Chriſtians there is no jeſting with a mer- 
ciful God ; Where' the greareſt*mercy is ſorn'd 
and reje&ted, What can ye expe bur the ſeyereſt 
Judgmears >” Be” wife” rherefore, before ' the 
black Decree, be irreverſibly Sipr'd'and Seal'd 
Abu you ;, you'll blels the” hour and theday 
which bears the Date of your entire and ſincere 

agreement to God's Will in this particular; \and 
when you ſhall figd, by bleſſed exyericncs, _- 
& 


this ſerious" Confideration of your ways'is 
"Gate to Paradiſe, you'll admire the Bounty, 
Wiſdom, and Goodnefs of God, that moved 
your hearts to embrace the morion, and you 
will not be _able'ro forbear breaking our 1nto 
gipging the Song of Miſes af the Song of the 
Lamb, Bl:[ing, {Ho#ovr, and Glory be unto H, 

that fits Yen the Throne, and . unto the Lamb: for 
ever and ever, IE Ing 4+ 


CHAP. "vt. 


Of Retirement and Prayer, the hy 
Confideration. Retirement proved to. be neceſſary 
to make Conftderation of our Spiritut ſtate more 
quick and lively. Prayer calls in the aſiſte aig 
of ' Ged's Spirit,; and renders the work {jo 
A Form of Prayer to be. Lak wpon this is 0cca- 


Pt 


Will Charitably ſuppoſe, that the prece- 
ding Exhortation may haye made ſome im- 
pres upon .my Reader, ' and made him, in 
ay meaſure, willing to think more of his Soul, 
and of the danger it iS in, and ofhis Ecernal 
State, than formerly he uſed ro do ;, and there- 
fore to ſhew him, liow this Conſideration muſt | 
be managed, thar it 'may in truth conquer and | 
ſubduc hisinordinate affections, and make them | 
ſubje& ro the beſt of Maſters, I ſhall ay down * 
ſome neccſary * helps to Conſideration, and 
theſe are, 'to mention no more, ; Retirement and 
Prayer. 


neat helps fo 


I. Retirement. Though I as grant, (and 
do'cornmend it too) that Men, as they are walk- 
ing with others, or travelling, or going abroad 
abour their neceſlary occalion, or ftanding in 


their Oy, or r other Rooms, where company 
| 8963 


| 
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goes in and out,may think, that'the courſe they 
have taken hirherrb is not ſafe, and therefore 
it's high rime ro change and-alrer it; Yer ſeeing 
choſe rhoughts are toomuch diverted by ſenſual 
obje&s, and apt-to go ho fartherthan rhe mind 
or anderfianditg! and reach 'no' deeper than 
ſpeculation; ir-muſt' neceſſarily follow, that” Re- 
tirement is requiſite, to make-it reach the affe- 
ions, and to ſpread it as far as the the Life and 

Converſation. | — 

By Retirement, T do not mean abſconding, or 
hiding ones ſelf in a corner it the Country. or 
ina Wilderneſs; butretireing in'ourown Houſes. 
Ler the place we live in be'never {o populous, 
co be ſure”'we have Chambers/to:be* private in ; 
and as the Rich may make'their beſt Room a 
Defert for this work; fo the*p6brteft may con- 
vert-any corner-it their Houles wits a' place for 
this exerciſe: it's not the neatnels 'of a Cloſer 
that cleanſes the Soul from filthineſs, nor the 
curioſity and conveniciice'ol 'a Wirhdrawing- 
room, thar firs the heatt for him'that made'ir; 
bur as Chriſt made ſometimes a Mountain; fom- 
times a Ship, ſometimes'a Crols, his Pulpit; foa 
Man may make a Meadow, a' Field; a Wood;a 
Garret, any corner-in his Houle, a place-fit'to 
retire in, to conſider ſerioufly how the caſe 
ſtands berween God and his own. Saul. -: I know 
what: Mendo commonly obje&, the very. ſame 
thing they object againſt Conſideration ir-{elf, 
and whereof we have {ufficientlyſpoke in'the 
F ft 4 {ecoaud 
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ſecond impediment; viz, Thar they haye. 2 great 


deal of buſineſs, and, rhey.can ſpare, no time. for 
this retirement. ,; Buſineſs, ,no doubt, muſt þ 

done, bur ; there is a time for &very thing, ang 
a ſcaſon for,cyery- purpoſe. under Heaven, and 
then {ure there muſt, be a_ time for this Spiritual 
Retirement too,;/ .if there be.not,we areobliged 
to find time for: it; He that cannot, or rather will 
not, had. as good ſay, he hath,no time tobe fa- 
ved ; and he that cannor, ſometimes neglect the 
concerns of | his Body, or.| Eſtate, . for the, con- 
.cerns. of his berter. part, derides Salvation, and 
does not. believe, thatthere is ſuch a thing, or 
if there be, chat it is of .{o. much yalue, as the 
dirt and dung.he grovelsin. It's true Manafſes 
retirement was forced, much againſt his wall, 
yer ſtill it was. privacy that contributed much 
to his amendment ; -for while he was encom- 
paſs'd with his Courtiers and Flatrerers, and his 
fawning Crew, he thought Religion a thing be- 


low, him and.a New Creature but a -cauting 


' term; bur; being alone, none hurt God and his 


calamity about him, having nothing to rake off 


his thoughts from reflecting on his Apoſtacy, 
behold: how. Conſideration melts him, his Con- 
ſcience ſers upon him, makes him aſhamed of his 
unfairhfulneis ro” his God, makes the Tears 
ſtand in hisEyes; and ſo great is his change, 
that he who:had- exceeded the Nations round 
about him "ih 'Idolatry, and lewdnels, immedi- 


ately takes away all the ſtrange Goa, and the: Idols 


out 
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out of the FJowſe. of the. Logd, and all the: Altars 
that he had built on the Monpt. of the. Honſe: of the 
Lord, and in | Jeruſalem, and caſt then aut of the 
City, and commanded Judgh ta: ferue the 'Latds 
2: Chron. 33-15, 16. > Uh 


So pleaſing is this retirement to God, thar 
he doth expreſly call him{clf,, Our Father, which 
ſees in ſecret, Matth. 6. 4. When Chriſt hagia 
mind his Diſciples ſhould ſee his Glory, he doth 
not carry them to Feruſalem, leads them notinto 
the Marker-place, doth not mingle them with 
the Multirude, bids them-not attendhim at\Ae- 
rod's Court; for , he knew, theſe places wauld 
rather diſtract, than help, theix Deyorian : Bur 
he ſummons rhem to go-up with him into'a high 
Mountain apart, bids them rexire- from ſecular 
buſineſſes, leave gheir ſenſual afleionsat home, 
{eparate themſelyes from ſuch Woridly employ- 
ments, as Were apt to take up-thair Minds, 
cheir thoughts. might be mare atliberty-to con- 
template his Glory, and the Transfiguration 
—_ affect them more, and make the deeper 
impreſlions,upon. them. bg 

Come, my. people enter: thou into- thy Chamber, 
and hat thy. doors: about thee, and hide thy ſelf, 
ſaid God -to the ſinful” Men of {rac/, when he 
bid them turn. and repetit; Eſa. 26. 2@ 0 
ſhew, that a Chamber 1s a fixer-place for their 
work than a Theater, and a Cloſer more pro- 
per than a Hall gr Dining-rogm, and J1pok: 
PE $279 g ing 
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ing our ſelves up,'2 better preparative than de- 
lighring in variety of company. 

Ir was, I confeſs, too laviſh an exprefſion 
which the Hermit in Su{p:tizs uſed, That he why 
was viſited by Men could not be wifited by Angels 
yet in ſome reſpe&t he ſaid true; and he that 
doth. not love ro” bei alone ſometimes, is not 
like to receive thi. viſits of theſe Miniſtring Spi- 
rits.' | | 


It - was in ” retirethent, that E17j4h rais'd the 
dead /:Child, 'Rep.*t7.' 19. and by the River 
Chebar it! was, in 'a-lonely place, that God ap- 
peared to Eztchiel; fo he revealed himſelf to 
Moſes in the*Buſh,' when at a great diſtance 
from Men, and: Crouds of People : And rhere-: 
fore it was excellent-advice St. Chryſotom gave 
ro: a Man, who intended for Salyation. Depart 
from the High-way, and tranſplant thy (elf in 
ſome incloſed"/ ground, for itis hard for a Tree 
that ſtands; by-: the'way-ſide, to keep her fruit 
till it: be ripe. / 


What St. Bafi/ (aith of a Solitary Life, may 
in a great meaſure be applied ro ſuch retirement. 
Itis the School where Men are taught Celeſtial 
Dodtrine, and Divine Arts and Sciences arc in- 
fuſed by nothing \{o fooh, as by'this Diſcipline. 
This is a Garden'of Delights, where Virtues, 
like glittering Flowers, {end'' forth their grate- 
ful-Odours, 'Heregrows che Red'Role, fervent 
| T Charity 
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Charity. Here riſcs the Milk-white Lilly, Cha- 
ſtiry. Herethe Myrtle of Morrification is ſeen, 
9s the Frankincenle of Prayer is here T9 be 
found. O Retirement, the joy of SanCtified 
Minds, and the Seat of all Spiritual Guſts; "Thy 
Virtue is the ſame with that'of the Babylonian 
Furnace, for by Faith thou keepeſt off the burn» 
ing hearts of luſt. Thou arr that Oven, where 
the Veſſels of Honour are prepared. Grear Store- 
houſe of Heavenly Wares, where all the rich 
Merchandize of the Spirit is hoarded up. / Valt 
Shop of Spiritual Exerciſes, where rhe Soul comes 
to be reſtored to her Creators Image, and re- 
turns to the purity of her Original. 

' Thou makelt indeed the Lips pale with Faſt- | 
ing, bur makeſt the Soul fat, and flouriſhing. 
'Thou makeſt the Good Man ſtand in the Caftle 
of his own clarified Mind, and look down'with 


contempr of this nether World! 


Sacred Tent, where our holy War is carried 
on, Camp of God, Tower of David, where 
hang a Thouſand Shields, all fir'to keep ofthe 
fiery Darts of the Devil! Field, * where the 


Lords Bartles are fought, where the Soul tights 
againſt the Fleſh, and rhe Fleſh againſt the Soul. 


O Retirement | The happy place where Vi- 
ces dic, and Virrues/live, -and'where men learn 
whart-itis' to arrive ro perfection. Great Tad. 
der of Facob, whereby © Men elimb-to' HeaYen, 
and Angels come down to Meji, Sweer _— 
n : 7s..." 
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den away, whereby a.Chriſtian goes home tohis 
athers Houle / Bath of the Soul! Death of Sin! 
[Purgatory of Filthineſs. Thou deſtroyeſt the 
ſecret Intrigues of Pride, waſheſt away the nas 
encls of. Yin, and <leyateſt "the Soul to rhe 


= 
” 


brightneſs of Angels / 


For indeed we find, that as a Mans reaſon is 
more free in {uch Retirements, ſo God is the 
xcadier ito meet him, as the Angels did Facob, in 
this privacy, and to diſplay to him the yanity 
Ll that World, he hath doted on, the Scarlet 
_ aye. of thoſe Sins,, he hath delighted in, and 
that miraculous love, he hath undervalu'd, and 
trampled on, with rhe vengeance he hath pro- 
cured, and been greedy of : For now it appears, 
. that, the Man. is 1n goodearneſlt to, be fav'dand 
jo luch, od neyer denies his. favqur, for moſt 
Men play with Religion, go about ir, as if it 
deſeryed no pains, and therefore here God doth 
bo mighty work, as. being loarh to call his Pearls 


efare Swine. . He thatretires to conſider, what 
he muſt do to be ſaved, makes Religion his bu- 
linels ; and, thoſe | that ſeek me _ thus, ſhall find 
wt, laith Eternal Wiſdom, . Prov, 8, 17 Such 
Mens minds he js willing to over :ſhadow with 
.;the,, power ..of the Higheſt, ſuch Men prepare 
.co:mect their,God, aad God. certainly will not 
Hail them. And Chriſtians, lay you what you 
Will, eicher zhe Goſpel is.no Gaſpel, or. youll 
find by woſul gxperience, that withour you are 
© 4 A F . at 
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at ſore trouble abour youreyerlafting concetiis;” 
atid deny your ſelves ih your time, . 

pleaſure and Punfilio's:of greathels, to't 
Nl Spiritual Intereſt; atid wirhout' Heaven 
doth coft you ſomething more than any, 
God hath no Heaven for bir, 

He thar retires, and ſets: athde fits Wer 
buſineſs, and niakes bold with the compu & 
1s itt, and leaves them to take 4 view —# 
to God and Man, that Man lays force up6ht the” 
Kingdom of Heaven; T at ſure offers” e- 
to his carnal Intereſt, violence toFleſh att blovd. 
The Heathen could ay, E: the gods fell a, 
their Gifts and Riches ence and 
ahd we find ir tobe bk rs ic God andF: 
of our Lord" Feſ#s Chriſt, and that perfor 
retires and rakes pains,. with 74 4 
Chriſt, may expect the fame gracious | X 
which was. made to that Publicaty,” Z5# 
Salvation i come into thy Flouſe. © © ny _ 


The ruth 'is; ſhould God'difcotith Cn q 
chat 'is in company with orher Men, or " 
about his ſecular affairs, he would” Aint hinr" 
yawn ahd gape, and firerchhibifelf add gahiras” 
much attention, as he that tells 4 ftbr t6' 2 
Man, whole mind is ctnployed' about bthtt 66-- 
jets; lie” feerhs ro give him! the hearing, bite 
when a great part of the Tale is told, he*Rarts* 
up, and ask, What do 'you- fay # burn private, 

where there-is tone bur God and his owtr Con- 
[cience, 


{3 
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den away, whereby aChriſtian gocs, home tohis 
athers Houle/ Bath of the Soul! Death of Sin! 
[Yurgatory . of Filthinels. Thou deſtroyeſt the 
:lecrer Intrigues of Pride, waſheſt away the nas 
ineſs of. Yin, and [cleyateſt the Soul to the 
brightneſs of Angels / 


For indeed we find, that as a Mans reaſon is 
more free in {uch _Retirements, .{o God is the 
cadier ito meet him, as the Angels did Faceb, in 
this privacy, and to diſplay ro him the yanity 
8 that World, he hath doted on, the Scarlet 
aye. of thoſe Sins,, he hach delighted in, and 
that miraculous love, he hath undervalu'd, and 
trampled on, with rhe vengeance he hath pro- 
cured, and been greedy of : For now it appears, 
. that, the Man. is 1n goodearneſt to, be ſav'dand 
ito luch, God never denies his. favqur, for moſt 
Men play with Religion, go abour ir, as if it 
. deſeryed no pains, and therefore here God dath 

b mighty work, as being loarh, to caſt his Pearls 


fare Swine. . He thatretires to conſider, what 
.he muſt do to be ſaved, makes Religion his bu- 
lineſ$ ; and, thoſe | 4hat ſeek - me thus, ſhall find 
2, faith Eternal Wiſdom, . Prov, 8, 17* Such 
| Mens minds he is willing to over:ſhadow with 
.;the,, power of the Higheſt, {uch Men prepare 
.,£0:meet their,God, and God certainly will not 
fail them. And Chriſtians, (ay you what you 
Will, eicher zhe Goſpel is.no Galpel, or. you'l! 
..tind by woty! gxperignce, that withour you, arc 
md: | | at 
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at ſore trouble about your eyerlafting concetis; coneetiis, 
atid deny your ſelves in your tinie, 
pleaſure and Punilio' __ at pF" | 
Tour Spirirual Intereſt; without Heavi 
doth coſt you ſomerhing "rn than ordi 
God hath no Heaven for pics, | 
He thar retires, and fects: atide his Worls 
buſineſs, and niakes bold with the 
is iti, and leaves them to take a view 
r6 God and Man, that Man' lays force i 
Kingdom of Heavyen, I am ſurc offers” 
to his carnal Intereſt, violnce toFleſhar 
The Heathen could' lay, _thar the gods fell at 
cheir Gifts 4rd Riches for diligence and n 
and we find it to be true of rhe God! 
of our Lord' Fefws Chriſt, Foy chat” t 
retires and rakes pains,. with' 
Chtiſt, may expect the ſame gr 
which was made' to that Publica,” 
Salvation is come into thy Houſe,” 


The truth is; ſhould God aifeoitl Cn 


chat 'is in cofnpany with orher Men, (Gr gb 
about his ſecular affairs, he Foul hiar 


yawn and gape, and frerclr hibifelf. add mc 
mich arcenrion; as he” thar tells Br} 


Man, whoſe mind 'is ctiployed” about bis ob-" 
jeAs ; he" ſeerhs ro” give him the hedting! buc 
when a great part of the Tale is cold, heftarts 
up, and ask, What do you” fay 2 burn private, 

where there-is ttone bur God and his owt Cor- 
lcience, 


Y: 
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lcience, God can beſt anſwer the ſinners objeRi- 
ons,. againſt a ſ{crious conſcientious life, and” 
the {inner is moſt likely to attend ro Gods pro- 
polals ; for here, /if_ his Fleſh and Blood doth 
plead,.. that the ſin, he is to leaye,.is ſweet and 
pleaſing, and profitable, God can; preſently ar-. 
gue with;him ; Doſt thou call that {weet, which” 
1s. molt bitter and grevious to thyGod, andmuſt, 
expire 1nto. the bittereſt groans? Is that ſo plea- 
Cog, >. thee, which ottends, and grieves thy 
ble "i Redeemer, who deſcended mto- Hell to. 
ſnarch_che,. out of it? and, can any: profit here 
counterpoiſe the Eternal loſs; of thy Soul>- So if 
he plead, that the ſin be harbours, is buy a little. 
one, his. Conſcience - can immediately daſh the' 
Plea, andreply 3; How! Can that be little which. 
offends an. infinite Majeſty.2 Can that be little 
which nailed Chriſt, to. his Croſs ? Since thou 
knowelt, that this little ſin is injurious ro God's 
Holineſs, What delight. canſt thou take in affron- 
ting him, in whoſe power it 1s, cither to fave” 
thee, orto damn thee? The leſs it is, the greater 
ſhame 1. is, that thou ſhoyld'ſt plead for keeping 
it; the leſs it is, the ſooner 1t may be parted 
withal; O flatter nat thy (elf, thy great love to' 
this ſin makes the ſia it (elf great; and, Canſt 
thou be. ſaid to loye God, thar canſt hug that, 
which thou knoweſt runs counter to his Honour 
and Glory ? | | 
In the ſame manner, all other exceptions may 
be. ao{wer'd, and the ſinner finding, that the, 
TE | ich rcalons 
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reaſons he- formerly thoughs invincible. 


calily daſh'd, and; blown, away 1 moſt, ike] 
to hearken to the far ſtronger arguments Ty 


and his own Conſcience :., The ra a 
he retired on purpoſe, to, haye. a clearer ſigh 
his ways than before he had ; Fears line, od 


OUT © Thoughrs and On eg w at large, 
like water in the Sea, and we. canmake.no great 
obſervations concerning them :..But, 18. retires 
ment, they are much.like Water in a Weather: 
Glaſs, and by then we may, guels,. w hat Lac 
per our Souls are 18, whether, hot gr; co 

exatly than em do at the-waxmth; or col; 

of the Wearher, by the riſing and falling. 1C 
liquor in thoſe Glaſſes, -Ja ſuck retirements, a 
holy awe and reverence ſcizes. anirhe;Saul;and 
when I ſee Men can retire to.dpink, to play, to 
ſleep, and to debauch themſglyes, L fee; no reas 
lon bur they may (I am ſurethey.haye, greater 
realon to do it); retire to conſider the S009 
welfare of their immortal 'Squls.,..,..,. ie; 


I. have already. proved; "bir Contlemcins 
muſt, be frequent; and. conſequensly-rhis. retixes 
ment mult be fo too, ,not thara Man mult nejes 
tellect on his aCtions, or mind.whecher ty bg 
| k | good 
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_ | or bad, but when he retires ; No, Confi. 


tation: is cithet 'otcafional, or a ſolemn and 
ot Duty ; cithor an habitual guide, of an extra- 
OY Ig - oat as it iS uni 
yerfally uſeful, "and 'a' gre eans to prevent 
fin "in 2 rue by roo check hikes he 
would commit it, ro engage him to repentance; 
whetr heis fallen, to dire him what he muſt do, 
ahd to encourage him ro thoſe Duties, which 
are proclaim'd in his Ears, as neceſſary to'Sals 
vation ; f6 it is a neceſſary companion. where 
evet we are,ord whatever we are doing ; and theſe 
occafional- Conſiderations need no Retirement; 
bat tlich' where the ſtream of Man's Life muſt 
be"turn'd, or the adtions'of the day reviewed 
how far RO been agreeable ro the willof 
God; how fat they have been contray to it, or 
Where a ſtrict mortificarion' of fin muſt be uſed, 
CC exleded duty muſt be made a 
farhiliar gudt mi'thy Sou ita word; whetethe 
work- ts be'dbfie rs of fothe thore than orditia- 
ry - difficulty, there-rhofe otcaſional refletions 
will -not ferve- turn; but /more folemn Confide- 
ratioris muſt'be called in, and rhefe ſolemn Con- 
fiderations” ate” properly the things 'which re- 
quire retirement, 'and, a$it'sfirthey ſhould be 
uſed once a day atleaſt, ſo he doth truly mind 
the intereſt of*His Soul, that ſome time eyery 
day -rctires,. and [conifiders,” how (he hath be- 
haved himſelf thar = __ God and Man, 


whether his heart hath net beth'too much -* 
aſe ci 


_—_— rs ares Ac <A. — 
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ried»out: after the comforts-of this World, what 
incroachment they have made upon his love to 
God, and how they will fill che Garden of his 
Soul with-Weeds, .if-he do-not ſtop their pro» 
grels; betimes, and root them up'; what come 
pany he:bath been/in that-day,. what he hath 
done ini his Cloſet, what his thoughts,- words, 
deſires,; aftions, afteQions,: have, been that day, 


. whether he hath. not -been more,concern'd 
_ the.traſh,and periſhable riches of, this. life,: than 


the Glory, of God;; and; the Salvation: of' his 
Soul:z and how. ncceflary- it is for him, having 
hada fall that day,,to;be:more careful, and cau- 


.tious;..and.circumſpe& the next... This Conſi- 


deration is the pulſe. of the Soul, which, while 
it is- beating, it's 4:great ſign: that there is: life 
ia the, Soul, and a; good: argument, that God 
willincteale and enlarge that life. And, as edi- 
fication; and grogreſs,im goodnels, ; ought to be 
the real;deſigns ofiiretiring from the World, fo 
it, doth. neccllarily. import, that Men ought to 
chuſe | the livelieſt hours, -or the -hours ' when 
their. Spirits are moſt | active, and. freeſt from 
drowzinels, ' for {> -great a work.. When Men 
are .,drowzy. and; ileepy, Conſiderations may 
often; come. in, - bur they are ſo weak,' and 
faint,. that they leave the Soul as. cold-as they 
foubd -it,; and ' put 4t'-into the Circumſtances 
of, that Man ig; the Goſpel,, who took Men 
for Walkine Trees, . law ſomething; - bat- knew 

i G8 not 
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not'what to make of ity! or what name 0-give 


-- While Lam diſc ns methinks Fee 
the ſenſual Reader ſmile Retirement; he, 
this were'to take my ſelf a Prifontr'i"'rhe' ſol 
times of Peace; and to'deprive my Rlf of that 
freedom, ; which God 'and- "Natute: have” given 
me : This were to go itiro'a' Monaſtery, andfiub- 
;mit to the ſeyerities of aaConvert ; im "at the 
- beſt; - cary onlly<befit' a'Prieſt,-but can'be ho qua 
lification:of a-Gentlenian-: -Indeed, on Gentle- 
-men had no Heaveni' di no Hell tofaybid, 
-if Godhad made theni 8," as to9' hips 
"make. themifelves,” we ſhould not be 
-at thisrambling' ralk; but;it's anold' 
Men have ai averſion-from a Dues 16! cops 
ſcar itin a-diſmnal drefs; :and'to take off 
then fron” their own: Shoulders, and robindit 


upon others. / 'If they':could ſatisſie God with | 


theſe ſhufflings,” as caſily as'they -doi rhtir-own 
.Conſciences,-they? were {afe,' bur that; 'the great 
eDay muſt decide-; and wheh the Arthang eHthall 


Found his Trumpet, t0"'gathier the Dead from | 
-all parts-of the * World, and God,” who *pre- 

Acribed -t6 all Men'but oneway to'happinels, | 
ſhall make a ſtrit examination; - het everyone | 


hath obſerved-the Rules /and iStarutes of' that 
"way; it will appear,” tfge this retirement, 'in 
"ofdcr 40 a ſetious pondering: of our ations, was 


:&'duty incumbenr-on ſome people elſe, beſides | 


Miniſters 
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.ſcen in Mines, wi 
atallro any purpoſe; and when they -haye 


Miniſters. He-:thar 224,00 this account, 
doth indeed: impriſon PG oy it 'is, that he 
may attain:to-true and periec liberty,” triumph 
over the ſlavery of Sin, lead: his Corruption 
captive, and-free himſelf from the dregs- and 


.droſs, which arg 2 Nature hath brought 
7 Digs ts. bs. him by ſcorning 
what felicity he ro imlelf of, 

this retir Here Heaven - would'- look 


the-ſenſual Man think, 


mere bea to him, than in a- croud.z here 
he might;-in a, manner, with  St-Stephen, lee 
the Heayens open, and his. Saviour ſtanding at 
the right hand 'of God; i here he might. crul 


-enjoy himſelf, | and - look with pity 00 - thoſe 


Men, who, /like yr which are: ſometimes 
great labour; do nothing 


tired and wearicd themſelves in the Warld, like 
Flies, burn rhemſclves in that Candle, about 
which they have been hovering. 


Come, Sinner, prepare thy Pencil, mingle the 
richeſt Colours thou canſt get, draw thy ſinful 


F careleſs life, give it a beautiful Virgins /face ; 


drawAall the Charms that thy fancy can; find. out; 
here, draw the Adoration - the World | pays'un- 
to her; there: the bows and cringes,. whereby 
both great and ſmall inſinuate into. her, favour. 
On her Head draw a Free, whoſe Fruits Gold, 
and the Dew whereof hardens into Pearls ; er. 
her right Hand graſp a Crown, and her left drop 
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gifts on her Clienrwand' Vorarics. .But'thed, | 


when' this proud Peacock 'is drawn' thus, in al 
her dazling Circles, forger:not to-draw her up! 
Feet, I'mean, an unquiet, roaring, diſturdd, 
diſtrafted, "trembling Conſcience if or, into this 
diſmal: ſhape, doth” that lovely :Mermaid end. 
On the other ſide; ' Fll paint a Walderneſs,/a 
Grove, which wiſe Nature made, -and' init Tl 
repreſent devout Soul kneeling, and, with the 
Publican, '{miting u her Breaſt; then will 
I draw' Heaven, and out of that Heaven, Grate 
and Mercy in the ſhape of an Angel, flying 
down' with this Meſlage, Fear not, I have Re 
deemed thee, thou art mine ; and holding a: Bot- 
tle: under to catch her.Tears : Immediately up- 
on this, the Holy Ghoſt ſhall be ſeen: deſcending, 
ſpreading his beams, and warming that Soul, 
and invigorating -it- to reſiſt the: World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil : By and by the Glory of 
God ſhall appear, and crown all+with Peace, 
and Joy, and infinite Content, and Erernal 
Hallelujahs. | 


And now, Sinner, which of theſe Pictures 
wouldſt rhou chuſe 2 Do not the homely Feet 


— a "ea. ma 


of the former fright-thee 2 Can all the Beauty | 
thou ſeeſt in that painted Harlot, countervail * 


the miſery it dies into 2 Is an ever-gnawing 
Conſcience matter of ſport and laughter? When 
all theſe painted Gaudes muſt break into a dil | 
mal Dungeon, wilt thou laugh a while, that 


thou | 
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1 
hou may*ſt mourn and lament for ever * Bur 
f thou art ſo fond of this dangerous Garden, 

that nothing! can; reclaim. thee from being de- 
lighted with jr; - take zhy.choice, give: me the 

-—_ Landskip. I know this World, Men are 

ſo fond of, ere long, will havean end, and their 

Pleaſures will have an end, and their Sins will 

have an end, . and their Glory will have an 

end ; but where theſe end, God's Juſtice and 

Indignation begins : Bleſſed is the Man, thar 

hath then the God of Facob for his Refuge, the 

Lord will deliver him in. the time of trouble : 

What, if I enjoy none of the World's Wanton 

Solaces 2 I know where better and ſtronger 

Conſolations are to be had : What if Thorns 

and Bryars. ſurround my Lillies and Roſes 2 FE 

know they are but to preſerve them, and to 

hinder the Devil from tearing them to: pieces 2 

Theſe Thorns are my lafeguard, which will, 

ere long, be done away, and when I am our of 

the reach of all Encmics, my Lillies will conti- 
nue freſh, and flouriſhing for ever ; What need 

I covet the. World, when Iam made to live as 


| bove the World 2 Whar jhould I love this Earth 
| for, when I have a God to love > Why ſhould 


I dote on Nature, when I am in the ſtate of 
Grace > God hath made me many glorious 
Promiſes ; How can I forbear rejoycing under 
the thoughts of them 2 By Grace I am made 
partaker of the Divine Nature ; Wonderful 
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Pd. Euſeb. Nierem. de Di ity! Being adyanced ſo 
ador. lib. 1. oy m Or high, Why ſhould I be ena. 


f4- mourd' with a little Duſt» 
when God hath made me a King, Why ſhould 


I debaſe my ſelf, or ſtoop to the mean employ» 


ment of a Peaſant > T know God doth not ſee, ' 
as Men doth ſee, a Soul that loves him abovyeall, 
is more eſteemed in his hight, than the proudeſt' | 


Monarch ; nor do rags fright him from fixing 
his habitation there, where he meets with an 
humble, broken heart : Ler others glory in their 
great Titles, in this I'll glory, that I ama Child 
of God. Who can expreis the Honour God 
beſtows on thoſe that give their hearts to him 2 
To be a Child of God'is infinitely greater Ho- 
nour, than to be of Kin to Princes, or to have 
the Blood of Nobles running in my Veins. -A 
Father expreſſes greater endearments to him, 
that participates of his nature, and draws his 
ſubſtance from him, than to him, that's only 
like him in the face ; How far greater love then 
may I conceive in God - to a Child, which by 
Grace is a partaker of Divine Nature, than to 
the bleſſed Angels themfelves > The whole 
Creation in a manner patticipates of the Di- 
vine Nature; bur all other Creatures are but 
Pictures, painted Images of rhat glorious Na- 
ture ; he that is a Child of Gd6d, is a lively 
Image of his Father, which is in Heaven, and 
he hath Fellowſhip, and Communion with the 


Father, and his Son Frſus Chriſt. What My- 
lteries 
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ſeries arc theſe things. to. a | poor 'Worldling*? 
Bur Oh how, comforrable to. hum, .tharfocls 
gpod Spirit, bearing nel with bis Spirit, that 
he.is.a, Child of God.!... 1t God:be.my ;Father,. 
then all the Riches he hath are mia he D 
my. Father, he cannor, but; take ſpecial. care; of: 
... 3. for Can 4 Mother: forget. Probing Child, 
that ſbe, ſhould not have conipaſſion ,on. the. Fruit of 
her Wamb.; yea, ſhe may forget,. ye will 1 nat fare 
get, thee, behold 1 have, engraven thee: an-the palms 
of. my hand, Elai..49, 15, 164. Fathers, lome» 
times,” expoſe; their own /lives to.ſaye their Sons; 
God hath done. infinitely more. for -me, for he 
aſſumed, human Nature, ;and expoſed his life 
for me, who was. his|Enemy, and. a.Iraytor ta 
him, that I might become. his Son. 


By. Grace, I am the friend of; God-; -if God 
had not taken me for. his Child, yet. how excel» 
lent, how incomprehenſible would the. favour 
be, that he youchſafes.to take me into;the nums 
ber of his Friends 2 What a- ſtir do, Men keep, 
to purchaſe the Friendſhip of Great ,Menz How 
lirtle do they clteem the. Friendihip . of che Al- 
mighty 2 They have.not Souls. clear. enough to 
admire thy Mercy ;., their Underſtandings arg 
roo earthy to adore {o.grear a. Bounty ;-/ 1t. re- 
quires too much Spirit and Mind, _— raviſh'd 
with ſuch compallion. . . A. Friend is,often loved 
better than near Relations; What .may nor 1 
promiſe my {elf from chis Love and Friendſhip 
G8 4 of 
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of God ? What calamity or miſery is there, in 
which this loye cannot hold-my Head, and keep 
it from aching 2 To be loved of God, is to be 
fed with the” richeſt ſtream, and to live upon 
Milk and Honey. If God laid down his life for 
his Enemies, What will he not do for his Friends 
when I was his Enemy, God ſeemed to love'me 
more than he did himſelf, and now'thatT am 
his friend, Shall I think he will love me I than' 
an Enemy 2 ' How ſhould I rejoyce "to have ſuch 
a friend as Fonathan was ?+ But alas ! What is 
this friendſhip to Gods'love2 All human friend- 
ſhip is perfect perfidiouſneſs, in compariſon of 
Gods friendſhip. God 1o loves his friends, that 
he knows not how to be ſeparated from them ; 
if God had no other place to move in, -bur 
Heaven, he would leave that Heayen, and come 
down and joyn himſelf to thoſe, whom by his 
Spirit he hath adopred into the number of his 
friends; ſo great,ſo immenſe, is his love to them. 
He that is a friend of God, becomes God's 1n- 
dividual companion. What a favour ' would 
it have been counted, if the Son of God, when 
he was on Earth, would have joyned himſelf 
to one particular Man, and would haye never 
departed from him 2 What a priviledge then 
muſt ir be, for one who is God's friend, to have 
the Divinity always preſent with him, -not only 
as a companion, but as- an inhabitant, for #e 
dwells in us by his Spirit. © Did ever'any Father 
love his Son fo, as never to part company ? Did 
ever 
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ever any Mother love her Child; as nevet to 
ſoffer ir to go from her Arms 2'Bur God is cons 
riqually embracing his Friends.” Among Men,'a 
Father cannot be always there where his Son is, 
but God knows not how to be from him, that” 
is his friend ; and though God."be in all Crea- 
cures by his Eſſence, Preſence, and Power, yet 
cthar'is, becauſe he is God ; * with a Gracious 
Soul he is, becauſe rharSoul is his friend; and if 
| © God were not immenſe and infinite, and could 
| not be with his other Creatures, yer he would 
| be with ſuch'a Soul with whom he is one Spirit; 
| and if he could forger things, yer he could not 
forger ſuch a Soul, or lay aſide the thoughts of 
his preſperity, and welfare ; and if he could 
forſake his other Creatures, yet he could not 
| forſake ſach a Soul, bur would work always 
{ome good or other in her : For God's love be- 
ing ſtrong, its always aCtive, ana where God 
bears a good Will to a Soul, he cannot but com- 
municate goodneſs to her. 

And, Shall I,” after all this, 'repine, becaufe 
I am not a Favourite of Kings and Princes, ' when 
I have God for my conſtant guide,and atlociate? 
How ſhall I ſtand amaz'd ar the ſtrangeneſs of 
the favour 2 If God ſhould charge all the An- 
pels of Heaven, all the Ten rhoutand rimes ten 
thouſand Spirits which wait upon him, to g0 
and atrend ſuch'a Man with all the Grandeur, 
and Majeſty imaginable; yet whatis all rhis bur 
a Defart ro God's ſociety ; in having him fot 
my aſlociate, I enjoy more Dignity, more "_ 
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jeſty, . more Pop, and ; Glory,. than if, 1 had 
all the Armies” of . Heaven 52 upon. me ; 
and. can I think God. is always with me, and 
will not provide, for me? _ If” I ſhould negle& 
all things in the World, and. mind nothing bur 
the things of God, and my, Fathers buſineſs, I 
might be confident, that; he.. would | feed, me, 
and ſupport me, , becauſeſo. Great, ſo Good, 4 
Almighty, ſo; kind. a: Friend; could nor; ſee me 

Xi The. Son, of God, hath, not hongured 
any Angel with. the. name of . Brother, and; yet 
if _ I am united to. him; .by Grace, and by, his 
Spirit, I enjoy. this, priviledge ;. and as Mathers 
love thoſe | Children; moſt, for which they haye. 
ſuftered and endured. moſt ; . ſo. I may be. conr 
fident thar God loves me moſt fervently, be» 
cauſe he hath ſuffered for me on the Croſs, and 
endured moſt bitter Torments. and Agonies for 
me. How may I cxult 2 How may I triumph 
in this love ? 

O my God ! the Angels, for the leaſt drop of 
that Grace, thou haſt beſtowed on them, are - 
more beholding to thee, than. all orher Crea- 
tures, for all their. Natural gifts, and for the 
Creation of the whole World: But for the.lcaſt 
degree of Grace thou haſt conferred on me, I 
am more beholding to .thee,. than all the Any 
gels in Heaven ;. for that I nughr live by Grace, 
thou dcliver'dit thine own-Son,, the Son of thy 
Boſom, the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory; to 
be Crucified, and to die for me, which is OA 
raan 
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than\chou haſt done for all the Angels in Hea« 
ven; and thus thou haſt obliged me more than 
cy haſt done. the Heayenly | Cherubins and Yo 
raphins. 

* arewel, ungrateful treacherous / World ! ''T 
hang ron enough pf thy decentul Arg ih 
follow, thy w zdgment no longer, PII eſteem. 
no Riches, bur x. my Saviour hath counted 
ſo:.. In following him I cannot err ; ſelF-denial 
and doing the will of God, were.the Treaſures 
he ſtudied to be Maſter of ; Why ſhould notl 
judge that to be the Riches, which _ God hath 
judged ſo2 Why ſhould not my Mind agree 
with the Verdict of the Moſt High 2 Nay, when 
God doth love me ſo entirely, Why ſhould 
not I for love of him, conform my Underſtand- 
ing to his Judgment 2 I ſee, thole that loye 
the World, at the-ſame time confels, that they 
onghr to love the everlaſting Riches more ; 
for, if the fading things delerye their love, 
things permanent and ſolid, and eternal, ought 
to be loved much more, I will not think 
much of Afﬀidtions.now, for I find that God, 
by them, would make me weary of my fond- 
neſs to periſhable traſh, and elevate and raiſe 
my - Soul, to embrace thoſe Treaſures, which 
neither Men nor Devils can ſteal ny Phy- 
ſicians, I ſee, when they would cure aſick Man, 
make him ſicker than he is, by enjoyning him- 
Abſtinence, by Aduſtions, by Vomurives, by 
putting him to greater torments. | 1 oe 
| ou 
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Soul is ſick, God would make it perfectly 
well ; but ſuch is uy lickneſs, Kr God m 

ut me to , and anguiſh, t trou- 

le, before [can be well Bo Heart & all Flige, 
but when 'this ſtone is ſtruck ſufficiently, it 
will then ſend” forth Holy Fire ; when my 
Fleſh is weak, my. Strengrh will retire more 
to my Mind and Underſtanding, and I ſhall 
be fitter for Heaven. The glorified Bodies 
of Saints, inthe laſt day, will be che more 
ſplendid and illuſtrious, * the more they have 
been - afflicted, and: tortured here, and ſhine 
the more, the mpre diſmal the Dungeon was 
they were kept in, during their abode in this 
Valley of Tears. Why ſhould I weep, when 
God takes away from me the cauſe of weeping? 
How many thouſands are now weeping in Hell, 
becauſe they enjoy'd ſo much of the World's 
comforts, and made them occaſions of affron- 
ting their Creator 2 Shall I count that loſs, which 
is my gain, and call my want of Riches, a 
Misfortune, when it is the greateſt remedy to 
fit my Soul for Heaven? What imprudence is 
it in me, to deſire that of God, which I ougbt 
ro hate, at the moſt, love but with fear and 
trembling 2 What inhumanity to my (elf is it, 
to beg Poiſon of the Father 'of Lights, and to 
murmur that he giyes me not that Viper, which 
will ſting me into endleſs tortures > My love 
of the World is Adultery, and, ſhall I deſire that 


wherewith I have commirted Adultery 2. Is it 
T | not 
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not. all one, as if a Woman ſhould entrear her 
Husband to ler ;her enjoy -the- pleaſure of. an 
- unlawful Bed 2-The: Hugs .:doth ſhew grear 
mercy to her, in that, when he might puniſh 
her more ſeverely, he only ' removes the -Adul- 
terer ; and, ſhall Ecount that mercy an- injury ? 
In -wiſthing ſor the Riches, and: Greatneſſes 'of 
this World, I do as much deſire: God- to give 
me thar, whereby Ido ne him. Shall oye 
angry with a Chirurgion, "who, - to: prevent 
ſpreading of my Cancer, curs oft a Member,-to 
preſerye my- Life? And, ſhall Itake it Jill of 
God, for wounding my' Fleth; to draw our 
-the Arrows that ſtick: in-my- heart, and: would 
- eſter, and kill me, if ' not -pullf'd / our [;þe- 
TuMNeCs ? 1 fit 


How ſhall 1 be crown'd;-if 1 ſtrive nos ; 
How ſhall I ſtrive, if I have:no' temptation ? 
I cannot ſtrive without an Enemy;-' and! with- 
our ſtriving there can be no-ViRory z::the 
. Workman doth--'not / pull rhe Gold out;.of 
the Fire, till- ſufficiently refined; and-' ſhall; I 
murmur, that-God lews the Fiery Trials con- 
tinue upon -me,- When it- is certain, that: my 
Gold is not | yet. fit tobe receiy'd-into the 
Sanctuary ? I am full of dangers, but my great- 
eſt danger is ſecurity. Men fear, and. quake, 
and tremble, | if they are. in the) ,midſt 
of an hundred Enemies.. I have-all the” De- 
vils'in Hell againſt me, and a whole Army of 

Lu 
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Luſts bent to 'ruin \me, -and- am- not. afraid: 
And when there is nothing' can rouze-me-fom 
my” ſecurity,” but” affliQtion, ought nor 1-co kiſs 
the rod ? In the-grearteſt 'troubles I maybe. 
aſinred, that God:loves me, .ahd that itis'not 
his' Anger. bir his Love, thar follows mewith 
chaſtiſements; and, Why ſhould I fret under 
the Yoak, ſpecially, when frerting and tnup- 
gling to ſhake it oft beſore God's rime, dottybur 
make-my Neck more fore, and :the Yoak'ifar 
' more uneaſic 2 1 brought the cauſe-of i ſufferit 
'with 'me into the World, which is: Siny/\ and, 
How 'can Þ I ſhall be freed from ſuffering, 
tit} 1 am freed from Sin 2: God:mighr have-pla- 
ced ine in Heaven, immediately upon my-com- 
ing into the World, without any of theſ&'ont- 
ward troubles : He could as cafily produceBread 
out of the Earth, -as-he doth the Ears of Corn ; 
bur, that Man may {weat and. labour, and re- 
liſh his Bread the [better, he cauſes only> the 
Ears of. Corn+to ſpring, and of them! Bread 
muſt be made ;_ ſo, by labour and ſuffering, 
God leads me unto Glory, that T may the ber- 
ter \reliſh his bounty and {iberality, and my 
reſt may' be the ſweeter after my toil and tem- 
peſts here. Afﬀlition, I know, cannot hurt me, 
for my Saviour hath been my taſter ; there can 
be-no bitterneſs in theſe herbs, when my God 
hath ſeaſon'd them. Why ſhould I love God 
leſs than Dogs do their Maſters> Theſe poor 
Brutes are beaten, and ſtruck, and chid, and 


pel- 


Ited with ſtones, and yer the more they are 
ten, the more they love their owners, and 
indpe; and 'bow/and-hutnible themſelves be- 
| y; Shall be wa ow #Beaſt," 
Tu Tearry a rational Soul! in'm —_ 
Kiek againit thoſe -ipricks which E: 
ro guard me from Eternal Flames Ny 
rows-and bitterneſs will ſhortlybe' Jur 
ints amOcean of fweerneſs, and, How little 
it ſhall _ then'? Tr-will then -be alt 'k 
ina'Sea' of Gloty, : ad I ſhall'forger/that T Wis 
poor, and. 6d, -and naked, EE, 
when -1'ſhallbe eccrimlly entich'd With of 
,- enamour'd withihis Perfection, d 

avich his" Majeftick'Robes,. comforted ic 
Conſolation, delighted with his Loye, 

'by'his Wiſdom; -and *ſatisfied- with th Beauty, 
. in whoſe Preſence there is falnels* of Joy, and 
Pleaſure at his' right” hand), for eycrmore. 


Theſe are ſome dcheatit upon Hh Picture: of 
Retirement, with fuch 'conſolations*can he thar 
retires, refreſh himſelf, - while *the'* Man thar 
- wearies | himſelf --with' * the "Vanities of this 
World}'finds no*{6lid* peace; *and: when he 
comes"to-\die," muſt look back npon his former 
Uſe with hotrot and. Anxiety. Bur, 


II. Another 
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Il. Another great help to Conſideration, ig 
Prayer, this is the Ambalſlador; that muſt: go.to 
Heaven, and fetch the aſſiſtance of God's pi 
from thence, | Conſideration ſhews me-my-dans 
ger, and my happineſs, bur it's rhe Spirit of 
God muſt blow.upon my affections, that they 
may actually ſhun the one,,/and reach after the 
other ; and this Spirit muſt be. had by: Prayer, 
not by Lip-labour, aot by Prayer, unto which 
the Heart is. a ſtranger, and knows not what 
the Tongue means in making ſuch a naile,- but 
by. Prayer, which expreſſes the, real. deſires-of 
. the: Heart ;. by Prayer, that: flows. from; a ;tleep 
ſenſe of the abſolute neceſſity of rhe: Grace, of 
God, and hath Fire and Flames.cnough to;bear 
it up into Heaven. -For-if you which art ,cvil, 
can give good gifts unto your Children, how | much 
more ſhall your Heavenly Father give his holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ? caich Chriſt; ' Ls. 
11.13. And what kind of asking this is, .ap- 
pears from the Parable immediately preceding; 
For mhich of you, (aith Chriſt, v. 5. ſhall, have 
a Friend, and fhall go to him at Midnight, and 
ſay unto him, Friend, lend me three Loaves z fot 
4 Friend of mine in his journey 4s come wnto mt, 
and I have nothing to ſet before him? And he 
from within ſhall anſwer and ſay, Trouble me not, 
for the door 1s now ſbut, and my Children are with 
me in Bed, I cannot riſe and give thee : I ſay 
units 
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h he will not riſe and give him, 
becauſe = is ee" Jet A: of his impor- 
tunity he will riſe, and | a him as many 4s IT 
_— And then ir follows n———_— Ask, 
and it ſhall be given you, i, e. Ak for God's 
Holy Spirit, with the ſame importunity, with 
the ſame feryency and carneſtneſs , that this 
Man did the Loaves ; follow God with inceſ> 
fant cries, reſolve not to be denied, and ir ſhall 
moſt certainly be given you. 


#710 


The Truth is, impottunate and feryent Prayer 
ſhews, a Maa is in good carneſt, and that = 
doth not come to God out of Formality, or 
merely to fatisfie the motions of a- fearful 
Conſcience, but that a great Senie of the Good- 
nels and Mercy of God, and of his Spiritual 
wants and neceſſities, uts him upon Prayer, 
and ſuch Prayers God cannot deſpiſe, be- 
cauſe he hath promiſed to hear them ; and 
of this the Evangeliſt gives us a very illaſtri- 
ous example in the Woman of Canaan, cry- 
ing unto Chriſt, Lord, help me, The Anſwer 
is rough, * « not meet to take the Childrens 
Bread, and give it unto Dogs: Yet this doth 
not terrific her, ſhe doubles her cries, and 
ſeems to catch our Saviour in his own words, 
Truth, Lord; yet the Dogs eat of the- crumbs 
which fall from their Maſters Table, And now 
God can hold no longer, but from his Mouth 
drops the Jjoytul Word, ty Woman, great ts th 
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faith, be it nnto rhee even as thou wilt, Matth. x 5. 
25,26, 27. Ss to) 
Prayer fanCtifies Conſideration, 4nd where this, 
Soul begs hard of God, thar God would (et home 
the reflexions {he hath*had, and work her into 
a willingneſsto cloſe with his Will, thathe would 
increaſe that Light which Conſideration hath 
given her ; give-that Lighr Fire too, to-warm/as 
well as Clear her , and drive | and forcethoſe 
* convictions, Conſideration hath atibrded her, in- 
to a {crious Converſion; terrifie her ſo with that 
ſight of fin, which Conſideration- hath preſen- 
rec to her;thar ſhe may remain-no longer. inthe 
Suburbs of Hell, bur come out of 'Svz4o#'andiſo 
allure her with that beaury of Holineſs, which 
Conſideration hath-lether have a view of, that 
jthe-may not be able to' reſiſt the ſplendor, but 
ſubmir co the Power, - and ſ{end- his Spirit ſo ro 
move upon her AfﬀeCtions, fo to aftuare-her en- - 
deavours, ſo to encourage” her with promiſes; 
that ic may not lie in the power of *the Devil; 
nor in the power of-her Luſts,to gaintay,orcon- 
tradi, or daſh. the' re{olurion ſhe: hath taken; 
where the Soul doth, with {trong-deſires, pour 
out theſe her requeſts before God, appeals to 
his goodnels, and-folicits his clemency,the good 
Father opcns the Gates of Heaven," tets' in the 
Meſſenger, makes him welcome, {miles upon 
him, and {cads him back laden with Mercy, and 
purs words into his' Mouth, and bids him rel 
the Soul boldly: from that God who heareth 
Prayer, 7 2x2 heard thee in an acceptable time, y 
the 
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the day of 'ſakoation have T fucter a" thee.” ll 
pour out my Spirit upon th!e,” 7 will open Rivers 
7n high places, and fountains in the ma of val- 
lies; I will make thy wilderneſs 4 poot of water; 
and thy dry land Springs of "water : 1 will plant 
in the wilderneſs the Cedar, and the Myrtle, and 
the Oil-tree will Tf*t in the drfart, that thou mayſt 
ſre, and know, ' and confrder, and nnderfand toge- 
ther, that the hand of the Ford hath denethis, and 
the Fly One of Iſrael hath created it, 4 Cor. 6. x. 
Ef. 4r. 18, 19, 20. 

Up then, Chriſtian, who art reſolved ior _to 
let rhe concerns of thy Soul He ar fix and” fe- 
vens, who art afraid to hazard FErernity with 
the careleſs belotred World :: Like another” Z- 
zarns, beg Alms of the King of Heaven,'Cry 
aloud, and * ſpare not ; ſhew him thy Worms, 
thy Ulcers, thy Poverty, thy Want rhy Neceſlt- 
ty ; let a grearer feryency attend thy. Prayer 
tor Spiritual Bleſtings, than others ufe in beg- 
ging for Temporal | Mercies: Prayet is the 
way to be enrich'd with all the Treaſures of 
Heaven ; feek God's afliiftance with Tears in 
thine Eyes; remember rhy Soul is finitely 
more precious than thy Body + And if a Bezgar 
in che ftreer is fo earneſt with thoſe rhar pals 
by, ro give him ſomerhing for rhe relief of his. 
corporal wants, oughr'ſt not rhou'ro be all 
fire, to procure thole Bleſſings which will” en- 
rich thy Soul for ever * Behold; how others 
have ſped, Beho'd, how 7heorofrs the  Empe- 
ror Prays, and thu Winds fight fer him: Behold, 
H I 2 how 
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how Annianus Prays, and the Army of Attil as 
is defeated upon't. Behold, how the Chriſti- 
an Soldiers under Awrelizs Pray, and on a {ud- 
den the Heavens drop down Rain to refreſh the 
fainting Warriors. Behold, how Arcadins 
Prays, and the Earthquake ceaſeth ! Behold, 
how Paul the Novatian Biſhop Prays, and the 
Fire, which invaded the Church, is ſtopp'd. Fo 
ſeph's Brethren were pinch'd with Famine, be- 
cauſe they knew not that their Brother Reign'd 
in ZZgypt ; Why ſhould'{t thou ſtarve, Chriſti» 
an, when thy elder Brother Reigns in Heaven, 
who knows what thou wanteſt, and is a faith- 
ful High-Prieſt, and is rouch'd with the feeling 
of thy infirmities, and was in all Points tempt- 
Ed, even as thou art 2 Come, boldly to the 
Throne of Grace, that thou may'{t obtain mer- 
cy, and find help in the time of need. If God 
| hath done good to others for his Servants fake, 
who have pleaſed him; What will not God do 
for thee, for his Son's ſake, in whom alone he 
is well pleaſed 2 If God doth fo highly eſteem 
the Piety of Men, that he profeſies, for my Ser- 
vant Jacob's ſake, for my Servant David's lake, 
T will be kind to fuch a one; Will he dero- 
gate, doſt thou think,from the Merits and Love 
of his own Son2 Will he harden his Heart, or 
{top his Ears, or turn away his Eyes, when thou 
calleſt upon him for Chriſt's ſake to ſend down 
upon thee the day ſpring from on high? Chriſt is 
the very object of God's delight, ug is 
weet, 
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{weet, nothing is pleaſing to him, but through, 
and in, Chriſt ; Whatever is amiable, and ac- 
ceptable in us , it is for Chriſt's ſake , that 
God doth think it ſo. Without Light, all Co- 
lours are inviſible, there is no Beauty in them, 
the Light ſhining upon them makes them look 
lovely and amiable ; without Chrift, nothing 
would appear pure, or lovely, or great, or de- 
lighrful, O Feſw! How ought our Souls to 
rejoyce in thy Name! How dear, How ” wo 
ous ought thy death ro be in our Eyes, ſeeing 
by that we live, and thy Croſs is our -exaltari- 
on, thy contempt makes us honourable,and thy 
Tears give us a Title to Joys, which laſt for 
ever. He that looks on a green Glaſs, fancies 
all things he looks upon to be Green. - God 
looking upon our Holy endeavours in Chriſt 
Jeſus, rhey all appear to him. lovely and good, 
becauſe all rhar Chriſt did was good, and in- 
finitely pleaſing ro him. The World had pe- 
ri1h'd ten thouſand rimes, if God had not look'd 
upon it, through his Son, and ſo cuppratkd it; 
he that looks through a Glaſs upon a ſtinking 
Carcaſs afar off, doth not ſmell the ill ſcent of 
it ; ſo God, through Chriſt, looks upon our im- 
perfeations, and he ſmells not the 1ll favor of 
our performances. Take courage then, and 
lay hold on the horns of this Altar ; and if thou 
knoweſt not what ro fay, when thou haſt ra- 
ken a ſerious view of thy ways, make uſe of 
this, or {ome other Form, 
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HT thou, who art the Father of the Spirits of 

all fl:jh, the Father of Lights, with whom 
there is a! variablentſs,” nor ſhadew of turning ; 
hzxe lies. poor miſ-ratle (infal mretch, before thee , 
not worthy to lift up his Eyes and Hands to Faven;; 
1 know-not where to leok, | for ſhame and confufuon of 
Face, - fo long - hav? I'gone aſtray from thee, ſo ofs 
rea have I provoked thee, ſo often 'have I ſlighted 
thee, fo often have I turned thy Grace into wanton: 
neſs , fo long have I trati:d in Sin, aud been bur 
fie with-iniquity, ſo long have 1 p/aid with -Mercy, 
and mad: a laughing "> of puniſhment, - that thou 
may'}t jnſtly azſent thy.-ſelf from me for ever; (0 
diſrugeuneonſly have 4 dza!t with thee, fo often have 
f end:avaured to blind thy All-ſzeing Eye, and to 
cheat myſelf, that-thon mightet juſtly cauſe me to 
fall aprey 40. Sata, look ſtern upon me,-and charge 
me, never | anymore to. f:e thy Face; |O wretched - 
Creature that Tam! Who ſhall: delivgr me from 
the. Bbay.of this drath;2 Oh my Lord; chow often 
baſt thou aarted Rays of Light into my. Soul, and 
the, impure fire of my Lnufts hath prevailed againſt 
th:m? How often haſt thou fuggeſted to my Soul, 
the danger it hatin been in; and. yit:T. have not trem- 
bled 2 How cftty haſs thou ſlung my Heart, prick'd 
it, and goad:d it into ſerious reflections 2 And how 
vop hath this wain World taken me: off. again, and 
dull'd and daſl'd th:f: Confidrrations * How often 
haſt thou {rut matks of Grace into my Soul, whils 
7 hav: aon: what I could to ſmoth:r that Holy 
Fire + ow juſtly mizht'ſt the ſay, My op 
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ſhall no longer ſtrive with rhee 2:0 my. Gog, there 
is no. plague, no puniſhment, that's threatned an thy * 
Law, but 1 have. atſerwed it ; 1 only ſtand ama- 
zed at thy patience, that " have Fepaje long, 
without. being conſumed. and tuined... Wil . tho © 
receree. ſuch a, Prodigal into thy Favorr 2 Wilt 
thog . be recontiled \to ſo . great a. Rebel2: Wilt thou 
paſs by unkindne[s of ſo 'deep.a Dye 2... Arethe Gates 
Mercy. opzn,y:t for ſo. wile a wretch4 Do met 1 
come. 40. 4ate,"'O0.my. Lord, to the-Throne,of Grace : 
Will. Gogh. &e yet intreated. for ſuch 4 goer farlorn 
Creature? 1s. there yet \compaſſton_. teft I, a 
poor fanner2 0,my, God, 1 queſtion nat thy P oWwer, 
but. thy Will, to pity (ch 4.Traiter, as:4 . have 
been : 1, know, thy Mercy. is infinite, it would bt a 
diſparagement to. thy\ Glary.and Perfection, to d:- 
ny. the...exceeding riches ofs thy. Grace % tag: Could 
not. be God,.Qif my fins exceeded th Power to ſors 
give; bat when 1 reflect on thy thneatumgs, how 
1ufty.thow; denounceth. mrath and _ tzaignation 
agaimſt. -all.. thoſe that ob{[1nately prefer heir 1. fo8» 
liſh defires, . before . all. the Didtates\ and Oracles of 
thy Holy. Spirit : O have not | rea n to feat that 
thou wilt .{ay. tome, Thow halt for K a me,* and 
ſcryed other. Gods ; wherefore wil p liver thee 
no. more. .. And yt how. free, how Fall are thy 
Promiſes to: the truly. Penitent > How full of [weet- 
neſs, and lovs, are all thy Gracious. Engagements 
to thoſe that will have, no. more to as KS Idols, 
that will cleave ta - thte © alone, that will renounce 
themſelves, and follow thee 2. O. my Lord, theſe thy 
Promiſes are my refuge ; were it nat. far theſe, de» 
' ſperition 
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Jperation would be my portion. T1 do in ſome mus- 
[x ſee my folly; T ſee what a Gratious, Tender, 
Patient, Long-ſuffering, God I have offended; 1 
fee how my Soul hath leanedonbroken reeds, what 
a ſandy foundation I have truſted to, how the 
World hath beguiled me, how Thave ſhunn'd thy 
company, been glad when God hath been fartheſt 
from my Thoughts, rtjoyced, when Thave been leaſt 
of all reflefting on thy Goodneſs. I have nothing 
to plead for my ſelf, I have no appology to make, 
the greateſt Charity cannot excuſe my Miſdemea- 
ors ; 1 have had light, and darkewd it ; Convitti 
ons, and ſmother'd them; Knowledge, and abuſed 
it ; Reaſon, "and perverted it ; heard thy Word, 
and ſcorn'd it ; enjoyed the means of Grace, and 
continued Blind, and hard under them. 

Mercy is my Santtuary, I am meary of my burthen, 
I loath my Trangreſſions, I am willing to be rid 
of them, 1 defire to abhor them; but though 7 
am thus willing, m rp & weak, my Underſtand-. 
ing dark, my Will dull, my affettions to Goodneſs 
faint, my Reſolutions inconſtant. Come, 'O my 
Lord, come down into my Soul, come quickly, O 
thou great preſerver of Men! Teach me to anſwer 
all the reaſons of Fleſh and Blood, againſt 4' ſerious 
Converſion ; Arm me with Arguments to beat down 
my carnal Intereſt ; furniſh me with Matives, to a 
truly Heavenly Life; Motives which may break 
thronzh all the Devils ſuggeſtions ; Motives, which 
may invalidate and weaken the prophane motions 
of my Luſts. Come down, thou Son of HR 
neſs, thou mighty Star of Jacob, diſpel the Clou G, 
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and Mifts, which are upon my Reaſon ; clear the 
Eyes of my Underſtanding, and enable me to ſee the 
Avrts of Sin, the Wiles of the Devil, the Snares 
of the World, the Stratagems of the Fleſh , and 
all the miſchief that's Alared againſt my Soul, by 
my Spiritual Enemies. Convince me thronghly ; 
Sat to follow thee is my greateſt Intereſt, that to 
refiſt theſe Enemies is my greateſt ſafety, that to 
watch againſt theſe charms is my greateſt felicity. 
O let me apprehend Sin, as it is the greateſt | evil, © 
let it - appear wery terrible to my Mind; ns 

unto me Heaven, and thy Love, and all that thou 
haſt - done for me, in ſuch lively coloars., that nei" 
ther: Death , nor Life, neither good Report , | nor 
evil Report, may ſeparate me from thy Love. ' O'let 
thy kindneſs, and the bengfits of thy ' Sons Death , 
and Paſſion , and Reſurreftion , appear to me" in 
ſuch Charafters, that I may long to be fil d with” 
all the fulneſs of God. Thy y is perfed# Light, 

and there is no darkneſs with him. O let that Glori- 
ONS Light diſſipate that Gloomineſs , thoſe Fogs, 
that Confuſedneſs, that is in my intelleFual part ; 
make me conceive clearly, diftinitly, what # 
miſt do to inherit Eternal Life, and how 1 muſt 
carry my ſelf” to God and Man. Give me ſuch a 
fight of thy Glory, as may lift me up above. the 
World, and engage me to have my converſation in 
Fleaven. Bow my Will, to conform intirely to thy 
Will; I would not be mine ſo much as thine. Come, 
Lord, and take the Government of my Soul into 
thy hand; TI have too long ſuffer d my ſelf to be 
guided by mercileſs Tyrants; Art. thow not "my 
Maſter, 
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Maſter, my reac? , WM) father: 21 \T hou haft. the 
great? right to. tle wc; ducks. my Walks unto 
thy Teſtimonies, and mit. to\'Qroathuſneſs', \ when. 
my Will would wandzr from thy Precepts, croſs\it xr 
and put a ſtop to tt, that it wn ay wit; $o beyond the li. 
mits of thy £4w. 0 beal 7). HAfjedHons, they. hans 
ker too much after this Exts 1:3 0 zake them 11" 
love with Fea2z-06id: (theme. fordeſerting-\ their 
higheſt and their (chirfeſt gaod,; Let my -tdatred 
pitch upon. 10 abhcrc, Qbject yi #ittroBin'; Let viny 
Lowe be carried "out after witheewg (oe much, as. thees 
And if T love any. thing \baftactyc.tct.m: love it one 
ty for thy ſake-gq\Let\\my\Zdopts the fixed ports, Dat 
mortality, engriſs: hos. my Deftres., lit ane. feak: 
none ' but the, Ut my thief Delight be in thy Ways 
and Ordinances ; Strengthen, my: Reſolutions;':Qc\de>- 
liver m: from:that (gitiltineſs.'\] \thave ſo lont been 
guilty of ; Muke my-'P nrpeſ.S. ſires. let them 68 \as 
the Mountains of \God, which tafi) hev'r be\movuek, 
lt nothing be. able 16 weaken\ my good intentions: 
give 1: courage to fight\the.\goog. fight :- O' Lord, 
in thy Strength-{'Ul. refi(k; by thy power I will; con 
quer. My EHeart. hath look'&\ thee owt; O. knock 
azain, and if it-will not yield; break open - the-deor,. 
and let all my-corruptions vaniſh-at thy \ Preſence, Q 
Lord, I beg no. Riches, no {danours, 1m Prefer ments ; 
if I have but Food a 14 Raiment; 4 will learn theres 
with to be contented, it's thy\ Grace, want ; eſta- 
bliſh m: with thy free Spirit z Give: me Spiritual 
Wiſdom, ev:n that \ Wiſdom: which makes m2 wiſe 
wnto Salvation: - Thot art nigh unto th:m that call 
wpon thee, yea, unto all ſuch as call upon thee faiths 
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fully. O caft me not away from thy Preſence, Tam 
thine, © (ave me, order my ſteps according" to the 
Word; when T read it, let me read it with that" at= 
temtion, as to obſerve ' and take notice \ of "what 
thou dſt Command; when T hear it, let mt” hear 
it, as if it were -the-laſt time that ever 7 ſhould 
hear its Let thy. Oractes make» deeper impreſſions 
on me than ever; daſh all thoſe evaſions,” and"ex- 
Cuſes I uſed to alledge,” when I have” had no "meind 
td. obey thee; Let- the good motions of thy Spirit 
prevail: O that: there ſhould be ſuch difficulry* in 
conquering 4 poor” Sinner ! O that God ſhould "be 
farced to careſs mi to my Happineſs ! © that" Hiea- 
wen. ſbould attrac#.;me no more! O that God ſhould 
ned to ſend ont «Meſſengers, to imtreat me to comb 
to the Supper of the Lamb! Lord, take away this 
dulneſs, make:me mount up with wings, as "Eagles, 
let me not be + able to go ont of thy Preſence, \till F 
have fully , and wnfeignedly reſokved to” give" my 


| felf up to thy Service. 


O Feſw, the Light of the World, who enlightneſ 
every Man. that comes into the World, where "thou 
dwelieſt, there Mercy dwells; O dwell in my" Soul, 
and Mercy and Truth witl kiſs each other there > 
Teach- me to hate my ſ*f, not only for the thort T 
hav: done to my cif, but for the \injutics "and 
indignities 1 have offer'd thee; I was a hortid 
Menſter , thou, by thy Death, madeſt me" a" plen- 
fing ſpettacle in the fight of Heaven ; I lay inthe 
mire and pit, thou did/t advance me into thy ' Fi+ 
ther's Boſom; 1 lay trembling nuder the" jaws "of 
the hellijh Dragon, thou gaveſt me" a plate inthe 
Fieart 
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Heart of God; I was unworthy of thy Gracious Af 
pet?, and thow haſt made me capable of being enr 
braced by the great and terrible God ; IT lay ina 
Dungeon, thou didſft promote me to a Throne ; thou 
haſt done that for me, which 7 durſft not have hoped 
or wiſh'd for: It had been enough to have deliver'd 
me from Hell , but that would not content thee, 
except I were raiſed above the Heavens, and above 
Angels too : It had been favour enough, when my 
condition was ſo deſperate, if thou hadſt purchas'd 
for me a Suſpenſion, or forbearance of thy Father's 
Anger, but thou didſt go further, and didff 


chaſe me a Pardon too; and not ſatisfied with that, 


thou didſt incline thy Father's Love to me; and 
as if that had not been enough, thou didſt procure 
me Gifts and Bleſſings too, and not only Bleſhngs 
in general , but the greateſt Bleſſings imgginable, 
even thine own Kinzdom, and thine. own Heritage. 
How unworthy have I lived of this incomprehen- 
fible Love? O that I might not be able to reflett 
upon my Life without Indignation ! Thou art the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life ; 'direc# me, and 
Fl firive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, purifie my 
Spirit, waſh my Soul with thy Blood, that's the 
Eye-ſalve which will make me ſee, that's the Me» 
dicine which will cure my blindneſs :  O cleanſe me, 
and I ſball be whiter than Snow, O thou inexhauſt= 
ed Fountain of Goodneſs, let me not go away ary 
from thee, Jet the light of thy countenanee always 
ſhine about me, and by that Light let me diſcover 
not only my groſſer 54 but my more ſecret corrup= 
tions, Draw me after thee, and 1 ſhall run, hide 
mq 
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me in thy wounds, be my Advecate, | _ _ 
Caxſe ; thou ſpreadeſt open thy Arms to alt that 4 
fire Reſt, behold 7 come, receive me graciouſly, lowe 


al 


me freely, teach me to rely on thee ; oy, my 
Treaſure, my Sovereign Comfort ; cauſe all the fruits 
of the Spirit to grow in my Soul, O help me, or elſe 
Tperiſh ; O aſſiſt me, or elſe I faint ; my Conſcience 
terrifies me, O do thou ſpeak Peace untoit ; the roare 
ing Lion threatens to devour me, O ſhew thy glitter» 
ing Sword, and drive him away. God's anger burns 

ainſt me, O throw. ſome drops of thy Blood into 
that fire, and it will go out. _ Let -me be content 
to ſell all for thee, let me not ſcruple to part, - even 
with the beſt things I have for thy Service ; ſet me 
as 4a Seal upon thy Heart, ftream down the Waters 
of Life upon me; I'll open my Mouth wide, O do 
thou fill it: I will live to my ſelf no more, | poſſeſs 
all my Faculties, and wnite them to thee: Make me 
truly acquainted with my ſelf, let thoſe joys thow-h 
promiſed to thy Saints, ſupport me in all my tribula» 
tions. . Come, Lord Feſus, come quickly. 
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Thou Bleſſed and Eternal Spirit, wouchs 
ſafe to byeathe upon It ; blow upon my 
Garden, that the Spices may flow ; move powers 
fully wpow my | Soul, that it may bring forth 
fruits . mees for Repentamce. Let me be truly 
afraid to refiſt thy ſuggeſtions. Sandtifie and 
give ſucceſs to all my attempts to make my Cat 
- ting aud Eteftion fmre ; when my ſtubborn Heart 

would baffle thy deftens to fave me, tet thy Grace 
overvome and conmurr” me; repreſent the love of 
God to me in that Glory, that 7 may inſtantly 
throw. dowen all T have at the feet of Chriſt : O kt 
my Soul be ſo dazled with its beams, that F may 
defire and breathe after nothing ſo much, as after 
a Gloricus enjoyment of God. Break the chains 
of my . fins, command the fetters IT have been bound 
into flie aſſundy ; whatever good Thoughts 1 have 
of God, increaſe them; inlarge my Soul, that I 
may truly delight in thinking of thee; let me feel 
the ſweetneſs of Holineſs , let me taſte thoſe - Foys 
which thow deft wouchſafe to thoſe that improve 
thy motions ; tempt me by a fore-taſte of Heavens 
Glory, to lay force wpon it. Give me a glimpſe 
of yonder Paradiſe , that I may not faint in my 
Journey ; give me drouments againſt my ſelf, that 
I may be deliver'd from my ſelf. Fill all the chan- 
nels of my Soul with thy Gifts,while T ſojourn here 
on Earth , let my Heart be in Heaven: Let not 
Self-love in me hinder me from loving thee. Take 
my Fleart away, and give me thy ſelf ; be thou my 
Fleart, ana all my Dclight ; where-cucr 1 am, & 
thew 
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thow my Direftor, let thy Word be my Rule, 
and enable me to live according to that Rule. O 
Eoly, Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity, One God, 
thou immenſe Sea of Happineſs, make me to know 
what it is to be one with thee, O thou everlaſting 
Goodneſs, O thow everlaſting Wiſdom, O thou ever- © 
laſting Smeetneſs, Grant, Tmay ſee thee; ſeeing, may 
love thee ; loving, may admire thee ; admiring, may 
imitate thee ; and imitating thee, may enjoy thee; 
* enjoying thee, may never be ſeparated from thee, but 
/ live in thy Light and Love, and Glory, to all Eter« 
nity. | 
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